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Practical  National  Economics 
on  a  Gold  Intrinsic  Value 
or  Utility  Basis 


By  NAPOLEON  WAGNER 

DENVER,  COLORADO 


"//  you  do  not  all  think  as  I  do  about  this 
matter,  and  I  can  hardly  expect  that,  kindly 
let  us  aU  approach  it  with  serene  faith  and 
hope  and  in  the  confidence  of  improving  the 
universally  admitted  deplorable  present 
condition,  even  if  we  do  not  entirely  reach 
the  goal  or  the  ideal  aimed  at" 
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Practical  National  Economics  on  a  Gold  Intrinsic  \  alue  or  Utility  Basis. 

BY  NAPOLEON  WAGNER 

■I  his  treat.sc  was  prepared  chleHy  for  the  use  of  the  U.  S.  Congress,  scientifically  defining,  defi. 
nitely  .neasuring  and  standardizing  the  method  of  ascertaining  all  values  for  assessment  and  taxa- 
"on  and  for  all  other  purposes  of  determining  values  in  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  Washnj. ton  IX 
C     or  the  leading  publicists  and  officials  who  are  sincere  students  of  real  tax  ref.>rm.  and  Un  h 
genera!  public.    The  subject  and  analysis  is  made  clear  and  simple  so  all  may  read.ly  understand  .t. 

Our  pamphlets,  l  axation  Nos.  1  and  2.  are  the  basis  for  diis  paper.  No.  1  consiste  of  26  p^es, 
vi.  Vbsltely  Just  and  Fquitable  t  axation  on  the  Plan  of  Utility.  Th" 
..nablc  Annual  Avera-e  Rental  Value.  No.  2  consists  of  44  pages.  v.z..  The  Plan  of  Utihty  vs.  Ihe 
Somers  System  of  l  avation,  and,  for  a  full  understanding,  should  be  read  first. 

Perhaps  most  duly  qualified  .ninds  would  join  n,e  in  requesting  the  Congress  to  use  these 
pamphlets  in  the  ..rder  they  were  produced,  x  i/..  use  No.  1  as  part  first;  use  No.  2  as  part  second 
^'  n^  3  as  part  third.    1  or  a  clear  and  con,prehensive  understandmg  the  subject  matter  «n.ll 
readily  adnnt  of  consolidation  without  an>  change  or  alteration  in  th.s  order  for  use  either  m  Ae 
Congressional  Record,  for  a  Public  Document,  or  for  boA  purposes  should  the  Congress  so  order. 

1  am  not  publishing  and  distributing  this  pan,phlet  practically  ""'^  ^^^^ 

the  U.  S.  Congress  (and  n.any  ..f  ..ur  Icadmg  publishing  houses  m  America)  have  refused  to  publ«h 
.    Notwithstanding,  I  have  had  a  Congressional  resolution  pe.,d.ng  before  both  he  House  and  d,e 
tnate  for  the  last  three  years  to  legally  and  oihcially  standardise  the  ,nethod  of  ascertcmng  real 

„  .    .     ,1  Thf  Ax  th<w. 

Relative  V  alue. 

Auiiust  14, 
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TTu.  ti*irti.e  w«  prepared  chiefly  for  the  use  of  the  U.  S.  Congress,  scientiiiclly  defining,  defi- 
.itelv  meuurintf  and  standardizing  the  method  of  ascertaining  all  values  for  assessment  and  t*n- 
S^n^nTTlKer  purposes  of  determining  values  in  the  Bureau  of  Sj-dards^.Am*Jan.  ^ 
CL.  for  die  letwiing  publicists  and  officials  who  are  sincere  students  of  real  tax  ref«m,  mad  iw  the 
Si^^ic   Tte  subject  and  analysis  is  made  clear  and  simple  so  all  may  re«iily  undenrt-nd  it 

Our  munpUelB.  Taxation  Nos.  1  and  2,  are  the  basis  for  this  paper.   No.  1  consists  of  26  pages, 
viz-  Ab-dtoSyJust  and  Equitable  Taxation  on  the  Plan  of  Utility,  Intrinsic  Value,  Gold  or 
ISweA^U  Average  Rental  Value.   No.  2  consists  of  44  pages,  viz.,  The  Plan  of  Ufhty  ...  Tie 
Somers  System  o£  Taxation,  and.  for  a  full  understanding,  should  be  read  first. 

Perhaps  most  duly  qudified  minds  would  join  me  in  requesting  the  Congress  to  use  these 
oampWet.  fa»  the  order  diey  were  produced,  viz.,  use  No.  1  as  part  first;  use  No.  2  as  part  second; 
^?S!3  «  pLt  4?d^or  a  clear  and  comprehensive  understanding,  the  subject  matter  vv.ll 
^y  «lmit  of  consolidation  without  any  change  or  alteration  in  this  order  for  use  e.ther  m  the 
G»D^ioaid  Record,  for  a  Public  Document,  or  for  both  purposes  should  the  Congress  so  order. 

I  «n  not  publishing  and  distributirig  this  pamphlet  practically  gratis  froni  choice  but  only  after 
the  U  S  GoiUress  (and  many  of  our  leading  publishing  houses  in  America)  have  refused  to  publish 
£  NondSSZi  I  have  Ld  a  Congressional  resolution  pending  before  both  the  House  and  the 
Late  for  rtTtetA^e  years  to  legldly  und  officially  standardize  the  method  of  ascerta.n.ns  real 
Relative  Valme.  The  Authob. 

Anifut  14,  192*. 


FOREWORD 


•  611 17th  Street,  Denver,  Colo.,  Oct  16,  im 

Dr.  Napoleon  Wagner, 

1101  Emei-soii  Street,  Dwiver,  Colo, 

Dear,  Dr.  Wagner : 

I  have  read  with  -icat  interest  vonr  study  on  Taxation  and  Relative  V^es, 
embodied  in  your  pamphlets  "Taxation  I,  II  and  IH."  I  note  tlmt  you  luwe 
developed  your  theme  largely  by  eorrespoiidenee  and  }l'\^^^^J'\'''',l\'^^^^ 
documents  that  the  part  of  your  work  which  was  submitted  in  July  1917  under 
the  pen-name  of  '^Junius,"  presents  many  of  the  ideas  subsequently  used  as  a 
basisfor  war  taxation.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  more  adequate  offici^  recogni- 
tion has  not  thus  far  been  given  to  your  work,  especially  since.  Ml  ^Zi^ 
aware,  you  are  neither  seeking  nor  aakmg  compensation  for  it,  but  are  doing  it , 
only  from  the  purest  motives  of  public  service. 

No  fair-minded  man  can  hut  be  impressed  with  your  frank  and  generous 
attitude  toward  those  who  may  disagree  with  you  in  some  of  your  conclusions.  .  1 
note  in  this  eonnectkm  your  fine  sentimeut  as  expressed  in  the  following  lines : 
"If  yon  do  not  aU  think  as  I  do  about  this  matter,  and  I  can  hardly 
expect  that,  kindlv  let  us  all  approach  it  with  serene  faith  and  hope 
and  in  tlie  confidenee  of  improving  the  universaUy  admitted  deplorable 
present  condition,  even  if  we  do  not  entirely  reach  the  go^  or  the  ideal 
aimed  at." 

As  vou  know  from  our  conversations,  my  own  opinion  is  that  ™P'f*^- 
tieable  ak  an  economic  proposition  to  establish  the  purchasing  power  of  the  doUar 
by  statute.  The  ascertainment  of  what  that  purchasing  power  w  at  a  given  time 
is  a  different  matter  and  I  agree  with  you  that  a  careful  study  by  CongressionaJ 
Committees  of  the  subject  of  -Relative  Value/'  upon  which  you  havejpe^^ 
much  time  and  thought,  could  not  fail  to  be  of  great  Public  benem.  »  »e^t 
that  you  would  endeavor  to  apply  the  "mdex  numbew,"  which  have  abeady 
proved  so  useful,  to  a  emffideraUy  wider  fldd- 

The  humor  of  your  pamphlet  is  delii^itful,  and  I  must  express  my  admira^ 
tion  also  of  the  fierce  pdemic  style  in  wMch  you  occaaiona^ 

Wishing  you  succew  in  liecnring  a  larger  audience  for  your  thesis,  I  remaiii 

Tours  very  trulyt  „ 

William  N.  Vaile. 

Member  of  Cw^ress,  Pirat  Colorado  District. 


PREFATORY  NOTE 


1st.  Our  sole  inoHve  has  been  to  Proy«  "i?^,,^^?;* 
Strate  that  aU  VALUE  AND  ALL  UXIFORM  VALUE 
Of  whatsoever  kind  or  nature,  can  be  ascertained  and 
applied  from  the  revenue  derived  by  ta^tl^  for  gov- 
ernmental purposes  justly  to  all  alike,  by  the  applica- 
tion of  universally  well-known  rules  and  B<toitiflc  prin- 
ciples properly  appUed;  thns  forever  abcfllBhing  all  dis- 
criminaU<m  and  spedtol  prtvUege.  a*  per  ear  TaxaUon, 

1911. 

Our  purpose  and  method  of  ascertaining  value  is  to 
begin  at  the  root,  to  right  the  wrong.  inequaUty  and 
special  privilege  between  man  and  man;  between  neigh- 
bors first,  classeB  second,  county,  state  and  nation  in 

their  respective  order,  viz.,  just  uniform  taxation,  which 
will  kill  diacriminaUon  and  special  privilege  wherever 
found. 

All  fair-minded  persons  will  concede  we  have  uttered 
a  great  economic  truth,  in  UTILITY,  THE  METHOD 
and  perhaps  the  ONLY  METHOD  susceptible  of  ascer- 
taining just  uniform  value.  Now  let  us  all  help  to 
drive  this  truth  and  principle  home,  put  it  in  practice, 
so  that  all  may  share  allHe  in  Ita  universal  brarats. 

tip  to  tWa  time  politics,  Jealousy,  greed  and  selfish- 
ness, together  with  indifference  and  a  want  of  thorough 
investigation,  have  prevented  the  adoption  of  this  plan. 
Mmovwr.  we  have  an  abiding  faith  tbat  nns^Mi  man- 
hood will  be  the  world's  salvation. 

It  Is  our  opinion  that  UTILITY  is  the  PROPER  BASIS 
to  ascertain  all  value;  indeed,  we  believe  it  is  the  only 
known  BASIS  which  can  render  correct  relative  and 
uniform  value.  It  is  claimed  the  plan  of  UTIUTY  Is 
an  improvement  on  any  general  tnoome  tax  law. 

2nd.  We  wish  to  make  it  definite'  and  clear  that  the 
meaning,  purpose  and  scope  of  our  Utility  System  of 
Taxation  is  not  limited  to  determining  and  ascertaining 
values  for  any  specific  or  definite  class  or  classes  of 
property.  (Such  as  might  have  easily  been  implied  in 
our  former  editions  fbr  want  of  clearness  ol  expression.) 
But  it  is  meant  and  intended  to  be  open,  wide  and 
broad  enough  in  its  scope  to  fully  and  completely  cover 
the  entire  field  tor  detormining  and  ascertaining  values 
of  all  subdivisions,  classes  and  kinds  of  property,  which 
is  subject  to  taxation,  a  world  scope,  if  necessary. 

3rd.  Obviously,  in  a  treatise  <tf  this  length  and  kind 
it  would  be  unwise,  if  not  impossible,  to  attempt  m  detail 
to  show  how  all  the  values  of  the  numerous  subdivisions 
and  classes  of  property  were  had.  This  is  the  wise  or 
unwise  province  of  the  statutes  of  each  state.  Province 
or  nation.  Were  this  changed,  as  we  think  it  should  be. 
be  made  uniform  In  all  states  etc.  alllie,  then  with 
simplicity,  certainty  and  with  great  accuracy  and  fair- 
ness.  the  utility  system  of  taxation  would  give  every 
detail  required. 

4th  But,  for  the  crestfit  we  must  take  things  as  we 
find  them.  The  statutes  of  the  various  sUtes  and  con- 
stitutions differ  in  directing  and  commanding  Just  how 
the  values  of  the  different  classes  of  property  shall  be 
determined  for  assessment  and  Uxation.  And,  of  course, 
where  this  is  given  In  detail,  the  statutory  rule  or  rules, 
though  wrong  and  obsolete,  must  be  obeyed. 

5th.  But,  fortunately,  in  most  of  the  sUtes  in  the 
United  States,  this  direction  and  command  is  In  broad, 
liberal  and  general  terms,  evidently  intendii^  to  leave 
the  method  and  details  to  be  worked  out  by  the  W"®^* 
assessors,  demanding  only  that  the  final  results  shall 
be  relative  to  all  alike,  uniform,  etc.  Now  here  is  a 
elaar  field,  for  a  virgin,  fresh  and  new,  or  golden,  oppor- 
tantty  to  apply,  adopt  and  engraft  every  principle  as 
expounded  by  the  Utility  System  of  Taxation,  without 
altering  or  changing  one  line  or  word  of  their  respective 
constitutions  or  state  atatutea 

etlL  Obvlottsly  it  is  not  wise,  but  error,  where  any 
eaasdtatioiia  ar  atatntea  attconpt  this  detaU  work,  hence 


all  such,  in  the  interest  of  fairness,  shovild  be  speedily 
modified  or  changed,  so  as  to  permit  of  relative  and  uni- 
form values  to  be  obtained,  thus  accomplishing  the  very 
thing  they  hoped  to  accomplish,  but  In  reaUty  have  been 
preventing,  viz.,  relative  uniform  value. 

ECONOMICS  WITH  A  SMILE 

Public  Opinion  is  the  chief  object  sought  by  this  vol- 
ume; we  will  see,  if  the  subject  of  economics  and  taxa- 
tion cannot  be  brightened  up  a  bit,  from  the  proverbial, 
sedate  style  of  "as  dry  as  a  bone  on  the  Sahara  desert, 
etc..  to  an  interesting,  real  live  topic 

7th.  Cowvince  the  public  that  you  can  truly  show 
them  how  to  save  their  dimes  and  dollars,  and  yo\^^l 
interest  them,  alike  with  "David  Harum."  A  HtOe 
mirth  can  do  no  harm  to  any  treatise,  no  matter  how 
technical,  scientific  or  classical,  if  it  is  not  overdone. 

"A  little  wit  now  and  then  will  be  enjoyed  by  the  best 
of  men."  This  Is  a  quotation;  1  saw  it  in  Webster,  it 
looked  good  to  me,  so  I  adopted  it;  I  don't  know  where 
Webster  got  it. 

Good  cheer,  a  song  and  a  smile  are  all  wordi  while 
In  their  proper  place.  The  mind  and  memory  will  better 
retain  any  technical  subject,  its  logic,  facts,  figures  and 
tables  vrtth  a  little  relaxation  now  and  then.  Bence  a 
little  diversion  is  of  great  value;  it  is  purposely  used  in 
all  our  writing.    It  results  in  clarity,  not  confusion. 

This  simple  method  of  teaching  will  enable  the  aver- 
age or  untrained  mind  to  rapidly  seize,  j^rasp  and  assim- 
ilate one  bit  of  logic,  argument  and  truth  after  ano^r; 
each  fact  is  driven  home  and  securely  dlncned  before 
another  is  presented:  while  if  the  same  lessons  were  to 
be  taught,  by  giving  the  mind  and  memory  a  bolus  or 
too  large  doses  of  logic,  argument,  facte  and  figures 
at  one  time,  even  the  economist's  expert  mind  and  mem- 
ory will  rebel  and  your,  perhaps,  well-prepared  argu- 
ment, etc.,  is  lost  All  your  expert  work  is  in  vain,  for 
want  of  simple  clarity;  you  attempt  to  crowd  too  much 
In  too  short  a  space,  and  as  a  result  lose  the  whole. 

8th  We  believe  man  cannot  improve  on  Christ  s  sim- 
ple method  of  teaching  by  letter  and  parable  in  daUy 
recording  argument,  logic,  truth  and  facts  as  they  occur, 
by  giving  the  real  names,  dates  and  places  of  occurrence, 
etc  This  is  a  very  personal  style,  but  it  is  J  us  t  this 
personality  which  drives  your  argument  home,  maltea  It 
intens^y  Interesting  and  saves  your  case. 

Tour  most  effective  argument  is  to  expose  your  evU 
oppcmenfs  error,  who  always  unwittingly  drives  nails 

in  his  own  coffin.  ^.n^o 
Our  failures  in  most  technical  and  scienUfic  treatise 
are  too  much  complication,  and  M  etumgh  smpie 

analysis.  ^  . 

Some  of  these  letters,  we  think,  are  of  so  mup^imp^ 
tance  for  the  student  of  economic  cnrrwit  aflttra  tftai 
we  quote  them  in  full.  ^  •  a 

This  relaxation,  zest  and  special  interest  is  retained 
throughout  the  volume,  from  the  first  to  the  last  page, 
by  presenting  our  subject  in  every  day.  natural,  con- 
versational or  letter  style,  by  giving  the  real  names, 
correct  dates  and  plaees.  showing  and  clearly  pointing 
out  Just  how  the  subject  was  evolved,  developed  and 
unfolded  for  the  undeniable  profit  and  use  of  us  all, 

HMice.  suppose  we  caU  ^'Scommics  with  a  Smile"  oar 
book,  because  tre  are  all,  each  a  partner  in  interest. 

It  is  absolutely  preposterous  for  any  human  mind 
to  claim  the  origin  of  economics  or  economic  thought. 
It  is  a  great  i>rivilege  and  pleasure  to  quote  an  ideal 
from  perhaps  one  of  absolutely  unlimited  courage,  fear- 
less, truest,  purest,  sanest,  most  prolific  and  sweeten 
minds  of  writers  of  any  period  or  sex,  vis^  EUla  Wheeler 
Wilcox.  "New  Thought,  common  sense."  This  Is  all 
vre  claim  for  any  and  all  our  writing  on  Economta, 
Utility  Taxation,  Relative  Value,  Finance,  etc.  Emy 
ftmdamental  principle  is  <dder  than  the  Eule  of  FWr 


Play  or  the  Golden  Rule  itself,  upon  which  It  la  aU 

based.  It  Is  the  new  dress,  mode,  style  and  fit  to  suit 
modern  conditions  which  is  nothing  more  or  less 
than  New  Thought  common  seme  hy  presenting  new 
views  or  aspects,  a  clear,  comprehensive  analysis  of 
truth,  exposing  wherever  possible  by  demonstration  and 
tabulation  or  conclusive  prooi  the  numerous  eooaomlc. 
IneQUitable,  vascillating,  guess  methods  and  errors  of 
the  past  ages,  the  result  being  (not  theory)  but  univer- 
flallr  usable,  practical,  sdentlfle  national  and  intaenar 
tional  economics  and  finance. 

UNIFORM  VALUE  being  an  IMPERATIVE  STATU- 
TCXtT  BBQUIKftBiIENT  of  all  states,  we  contend  it  is 
the  sworn  duty  of  the  district  attorney  or  the  attorney 
gOMtal  of  each  state  to  enforce  this  law  by  injunction 
or  otherwise  against  each  county  assessor.  The  penalty 
for  not  rendering  uniform  value  in  many  states  is  a 
fine  and  forfeiture  of  office,  so  that  when  an  attorney 
general  gets  through  with  a  given  assessor,  it  is  pretty 
dear  he  wiU  not  oommlt  th<B  same  offense  tiriee  or  sailer 
tihe  extrems  penaltr  more  than  once. 

A  COUNTRY'S,  or  THE  CITY'S  MERCHANTS  AND 
TENANTS,  ITS  RESIDENTS  ABE  THE  CREATORS 
OF  VALUES. 

All  communities  will  be  more  contented  and  prosper- 
ous which  use  the  method  of  tJtnitsr;  It  Is  the  enfwoed 
adoptlim  of  tbe  prlndpls  ctf  brotherly  love»  perhaps  next 
In  Importance  for  man's  sQsalttr.  prospsri^t  and  hltp- 
l^MHi^  to  EMm  Lffve* 


AMNODHCaBUBNT 

Ist— Our  pamphlets.  Taxation  Nos.  1  and  2,  originally 
had  no  index;  they  are  now  revised  practically  to  date 
and  are  especially  indexed  In  combination  with  Taxa- 
tion No.  3. 

2nd— Our  Taxation  No.  1  was  first  published  in  1911; 
since  then  it  has  been  pracUeally  revised  five  Umes,  the 

base,  rules  and  all  fundamental  principles  have  ever  re- 
mained the  same,  each  revision  being  simply  to  add  to 
the  oHginal  and  to  darify  It  Our  Taxation  No.  3,  just 
completed,  Is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  printer  but  not 
finished.  Notwithstanding  this  fact,  we  have  commenced 
to  collect  data  for  a  revised  consolidated  edition  of  our 
Taxation  Nos.  1.  2,  and  3,  which  perhaps  will  be  pub- 
lished in  book  form  when  the  present  edition  is  ex- 
hausted. It  probably  will  be  known  as  "Proof  of  Prac- 
tical National  Economics,"  and  owing  to  the  high  cost  of 
material  and  printing,  probably  will  sell  for  |4  or  $5 
per  volume. 

3r(i — To  the  Public  may  we  bespeak  kind  consideration 
for  the  circulators  and  distributors,  viz.:  The  Salratlon 
Army,  whose  well  known  influence  for  fair  play  and  the 
uplift  of  the  masses  is  world-wide,  and  the  Denver  Fed- 
erated Charities,  who  are  practically  the  sole  benefi- 
ciaries of  the  writer's  Taxation  Nos.  1,  2  and  3.  Address 
either  simply  Denver,  Colorado,  inclosing  stamps  or 
money  order,  and  you  will  receive  the  pamphlets  prompt* 
iy  as  per  prices  on  the  last  page  of  Taxation  No.  3. 

4th— For  producing  this  bpok  all  credit  is  given  to 
my  guardian  ai^^  my  wlte^  through  whom  I  dafljr 
rac^vff  success,  luqwf&sss.  Josr  ana  psaee. 

THE  AtrrHon. 


OopyriRht.  IMO 
By 

NAPOLEON  WAONOB,  ILD*,  JjUB, 
AU  Bights  Besenred. 
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Chapter  1 

I  Have  a  Story  at  Truth  and  Logic  to  TeU  Which  U  Stranger  Than  Fiction 


Biitty-Bixtn  Congress,  BenUm 
SENATE  CONCURRENT  RESOLUTION  1 
Ik  the  Senate  of  the  Unfted  States 
May  ao,  1919 

Mr.  ThomAs  (by  request)  submitted  the  foUowlng  con- 
current resolution;  wMch  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Standards,  Weights,  and  Measmes: 

CONCUKRBINT  KBSOI-trriON 

Whereas,  The  lack       unltemtty  In  determining 

value  or  relative  value  results  at  once  in  general  ooa- 
fusion  and  inequality  in  taxation  burdens;  and. 

Whereas,  A  scientiflc  study  of  the  subject  by  some 
recognized  bureau  <rf  Uw  Owral  Oavemomt  wotUd  be 

helpful;  and,  ,     ^       ^  . 

Whereas,  The  Bureau  of  Standards,  already  estab- 
lished, would  seem  to  be  best  fitted  for  snch  research  and 
service:  Now,  therefore,  be  it 

Re9fAved  hy  the  Senate  {the  Bouse  of  Representatives 
concurring).  That  the  Bureau  of  Standards  be,  and  it 
hereby  is,  empowered  and  directed  to  assign  to  the 
special  study  and  investigation  of  the  subject  of  value 
and  relative  value  men  of  scientific  and  practical  attain-  * 
ments,  with  a  view  of  making  early  and  comprehensive 
report  on  the  subject  to  the  Congress. 

Resolved  further,  JhaX  in  addition  to  suggesting  and 
recommending  a  plan  whereby  value  and  r^atlve  Talne 
of  all  things  shall  be  determined,  the  bureau  shall  rec- 
ommend the  manner  in  wMch  it  U  believed  the  standard 
determined  upon  may  be  made  of  uniform  application  la 
the  several  States  and  the  lesser  political  subdivisions, 
all  that  inequalities  in  valuations  made  for  revenue,  as 
well  as  for  all  oth«  purposes,  may  be  redueed  to  the 
minimum  or  altogether  eliminated. 

Resolved  further.  That  the  Bureau  of  Standards  and 
the  men  assigned  to  the  Investigation  of  the  subject  of 
this  resolution  shall  give  to  Doctor  Napoleon  Wagner,  of 
Doivvr,  Colorado,  and  other  students  of  relative  value 
or  the  just  diBtributl<m  of  the  tax  burden,  not  whose 
dollar  but  each  dollar  on  the  same  basis  to  all  alilte,  as 
they  shall  offer  to  submit  the  result  of  their  studies, 
reaseUkble  opportunity  in  the  premises,  and,  moreover, 
may  ask  men  of  the  bureau's  selection  to  appear  and 
present  orally  or  submit  in  writing  that  which  they 
believe  would  be  helpful  in  the  solution  of  tte 'World- 
wide important  question  of  relative  value. 

Resolved  further,  That  in  addition  to  stabilising  and 
standardizing  in  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  Washington, 
District  of  Columbia,  the  daily  purchasing  power  of  the 
value  of  the  present  gold  dollar  or  medium  of  exchange 
equally  with  all  other  commodities  to  be  definitely  deter- 
mined by  the  present  statistical  or  improved  scientific 
Federal  index  numbers  (as  Illustrated  by  the  Fedoral 
Labor  Bureau,  the  Honorable  Samuel  Gompers,  labor 
statisticiaut  enlarged  and  improved),  on  the  basis  of 
the  natural  use  (not  the  mtiflteertng.  speculative,  or 
temporary  artificially  forced  use)  of  the  Federal  deter- 
mined, daily,  publicly  declared  average  value  of  each 
commodity  based  on  the  real  national  supply  and  de- 
mand, exactly  as  p^  the  daily  rate  of  value  of  money 
exchange  of  pounds  sterling  by  the  Bank  of  England  or 
by  our  rate  of  value  of  money  exchange  of  the  present 
gold  dollar  or  medium  of  exchange  by  the  American 
clearing  house  by  regulation  and  control  of  the  United 
States  Congress.  Thus  the  value  of  each  commodity 
publicly  daily  declared  at  Wasbtogton,  District  oi  Colum- 
bia, for  universal  use. 

Resolved  further.  That  the  expenditure  oC  the  sum  of 
$25,000  in  furtherance  of  the  investigation  OOBtemplated 
herein  is  hereby  Authorized,  to  be  paid  from  fhnds  not 
otiierwise  appropriated. 

(The  Editor):  The  above  resolution  is  practically 
the  same  as  that  which  was  previously  Introduced  by 
Senator  Shafroth  and  RepresentatlVO  HllUard.  1917,  vnd 
latsr  ^  lUpresontatiTs  Valle. 


The  following  pages,  7^4  and  1%,  of  Taxation  No. 
1,  copyright.  1911,  by  Napoleon  Wagner,  is  to  supply  an 
error  of  omission,  and  with  a  few  other  corrections  revise 
said  Taxation  No.  1  to  date,  Aug.  14,  1920.  for  additional 
stress  and  convenience  of  my  readers  are  reproduced 
here. 


OFFICIALLY  STABILIZING  AND  STANDARDIZING 

ALL  VALUES 

The  scientific  standardization  of  all  wealth,  all  medl- 
mns  of  exchange,  all  commodities  and  all  things  of  eco- 
nomic value  on  the  basis  of  its  free  and  natural  use 
(not  its  artificial,  forced  or  arbitrary  use)  of  Its  tslrly 
and  equitably  ascertained  net  annual  income  justly  cap- 
italized, as  clearly  crystallised  by  definition  and  Illus- 
tration of  all  value,  by  tabulation,  by  demonstration.  It 
not  conclusive  proof  by  The  Utility  System  seems  so  Mo- 
mentary it  needs  no  additional  proof  of  verity. 

Why  is  the  present  medium  of  exchange  on  a  gold 
basis  rank  error?  Because  it  is  on  a  Hun,  Prussian, 
purely  arbitrary  scheme,  backed  up  by  threat,  fear  of 
statutory  penalty  and  physical  force  as  a  ba^  By 
perhaps  almost  constant  inflation  or  deflation,  quite  like 
the  pulse  of  a  typhoid  fevw  patient,  never  stable,  but 
tricky,  ficMe  and  vacillating,  perhaps  as  the  so-called 
iMmher  or  financier,  gambling  stock  market  broker  would 
havo  it  for  traffic,  chiefly  for  their  special  interest. 

Has  not  Marshal  Foch  and  the  present  world  war 
clearly  proven  that  nothing  (no  single  thing)  which  Is 
builded.  established  and  maintained  on  an  arbitrary 
Hun,  Prussian  or  forced  basis  can  long  or  permanently 
endure?  Remove  the  force,  threat,  fear,  coercion  and  it 
all  falls  to  pieces.  Is  not  all  opposition  to  this  maxim 
so^istlcal  reasoning,  flying  in  the  face  of  any  real  sci- 
ence by  overriding  the  fundamental  great  check  and 
balance  principle  of  supply  and  demand,  of  all  wealth 
or  economic  value?  Arbitrary  methods  and  prin- 
ciples can  only  be  maintained  by  force,  which  is  violent 
error  and  in  direct  contradiction  to  all  the  BatnnI  prfn- 
^es  and  rules  neeeasary  to  maintain  any  real  selflnos 
or  government. 

If  the  foregoing  ten  rules,  principles  (or  command- 
ments by  the  late  Hon.  Thomas  M.  Cooley)  found  on 
pages  3  and  4  of  our  Taxation,  Copyright  1911,  are  true 
with  respect  to  the  ▼alue  of  gold,  sUver,  copper,  iron,  or 
one  commodity,  site  value,  it  is  equally  applicable,  true 
and  correct  with  respect  to  the  value  of  all  metal,  all  me- 
diums of  exchange,  all  craimodities.  all  wealth  and  aU 
kinds  of  property.  In  this  treatise  for  clarity  and  brev- 
ity we  emphasize  and  analyse  one  commodity  as  an 
emphatic  ocample.  vis,,  site  or  land  values,  all  economic 
wealth  is  meant  to  be  included.  Everything  in  this 
world  is  necessarily  measured  by  comparison,  hence  we 
see  no  sane,  good  or  economic  reason  why  all  things, 
all  wealth,  all  economic  value  should  not  be  of&cially 
standardized  on  the  just,  equitable  basis  of  Its  natural 
use,  uniformly  ciM[iltallzed,  which  perhaps  would  be 
fairer  than  comparing  one  conmiodlty  with  another,  or 
the  use  of  the  index  numbers,  etc.,  etc.  Any  attentpt  to 
create  an  artificial,  arbitrary  or  forced  demand  by  in  any 
way  interfering,  limiting  or  hindering  the  perliaps  chief, 
if  not  the  fundamental,  principle  and  natural  law  of 
supply  and  demand  to  all  humanity,  should  be  promptly 
and  severely  punished  in  the  direct  interest  of  all  society 
collectively. 

All  true  calculation  most  recognize  a  unit  of  value  of 
one  standard.  All  value  may  and  shall  be  reduced  to 
one  common  denominator,  to  this  one  standard  ftw  uni- 
versal comparison  with  all  other  economic  value,  etc. 
Hence  the  uniformly  applied  capitalization  principle  on 
the  basis  of  net  Income,  Inheritance,  tax,  etc.,  property 
graduated  seems  to  fit  the  whole  world  perhape  bettor 
than  any  other,  administered  on  the  principle  of  the 
present  federal  Income  tax.  etc  We  hope  to  speedily 
have  all  of  the  above  fully,  fairly  and  explicitly  officially 
standardised  in  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  Washington, 
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^  'C  111  strict  compliance  with  Senate  Concurrent  Itoao- 
lutlon  1  DOW  pen^i^  before  the  U.  S.  Congress. 

Obviously,  the  Gold  Standard,  the  medium  of  ex 
change,  should  be  relative  in  value  to  all  comniodities 
and  all  other  values  or  the  value  of  all  commodities  anrt 
all  other  values  should  be  made  relative  to  the  value  of 
gold  or  the  present  medium  of  exchange  by  official 
Btandardlzation  in  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  Washing- 
ton. D.  a  Otherwiee  the  proper  and  legal  function  of 
the  present  gold  basis  of  a  medium  of  exchange  is  only 
one-half  completed.  Perhaps  it  is  all  right  as  far  as  it 
goes  but  we  think  the  following  words  should  be  added, 
viz.:'  "Relative  to  the  monthly,  weekly,  or  daUy,  average 
value  of  all  necessary  or  essential  commodities  uni- 
formly capitalized";  and  the  result  federally,  officially 
announced  as  the  legal  rate  of  exchange  in  America  for 
that  day,  etc..  relative  to  the  value  of  the  present  gold 
dollar  so  that  the  real  value  or  the  purchasing  power 
of  the  unit  we  caU  a  dollar  wiU  be  practically  always 

the  same.  .  ^  . 

Is  it  not  clearly  apparent  to  all  thinking  minds,  viz.: 
Without  making  some  fixed  and  definite  provision  for 
the  parity  of  the  gold  dollar  with  the  real  value  of  all 
otber  commodities,  it  is  only  a  one-half  completed  rem- 
edy  or  unpardonable  error?  in  order  to  be  perfect, 
complete  and  a  proper  finished  whole  remedy  the  ffuld 
dollar  must  have  a  uniform  fixed  comparative  purchaa- 
ing  power  and  value  with  all  staple,  necessary  or  essen- 
tial commoditieB  at  aU  times;  otherwise  it  is  only  a 
partial  or  incomplflte  ranedy  in  Ueii  of  a  proper  medium 
of  exchavse. 

Whit  doc*  exchange  meant  To  give  one  thing  for 
another.  It  certainly  does  not  imply  that  there  should 
be  cheating,  grafting  or  profiteering  in  the  simple  trans- 
action of  giving  one  thing  or  commodity  in  lieu  of  an 
othtf,  through  and  by  a  foxy  (soKsalled  sUndard  of 
bright  glittering  gold)  medium  of  exchange;  by  forced 
eastom  or  statute,  with  severe  penalty  for  counterfeit- 
ing, which  renders  It  apparenUy  a  rank  fraud  on  its  face. 

Ofacial  standardization  is  becoming  so  popular  and 
Bimple  it  is  being  adopted  more  and  mere  every  day 
and  properly  so  in  almost  every  form  of  manufacture, 
industry  art  and  science,  hence  there  should  be  no  ex- 
cepUon  to  the  gold  dollar,  the  anumnt  of  bullion  or  cer- 
tificates representing  the  real  yaloe  and  equal  purchas- 
ing power  of  the  unit  we  deelgnate  the  vnlTeraal,  nar 
tiqnal  statute  dollar. 

"Because,  after  all,  what  the  world  now  is  seeking  to 
do  is  to  return  to  the  paths  of  duty,  to  turn  from  sav- 
agery of  interests  to  the  dignity  of  the  performance  of 
right,"— Denver  Post,  December  30,  1918— Pres.  Wood- 
row  WlkMtt.  ^       ^  ^  ^ 

Progress  Ib  measured  by  dreams  transformed  into 
actions.   The  dream  and  the  vision  are  the  parents  of 

thcmght.  ,      ^  .       .  . 

The  policy  of  our  opponents  of  concealment  is  no  bet- 
ter than  the  wisdom  of  a  prodigal,  who  wastM  his  estate 
without  reflecUoB  and  has  not  eoorafie  ettoui^  to  exam- 
Ine  his  accounts.  .  ^  * 

He  must  have  read  hSstory  with  hia  eyeB»  and  not 
with  hia  intelligraee  Who  doea  JWt  lOWW  ran*  «WW 
is  infectious.  ^  ^ 

Doubt  and  ridicule  are  not  argument,  th^  prove 

nothing.  ^ 

One  man  in  the  right  is  a  majority. 

Furthermore,  since  the  world  war,  it  has  been  re- 
peatedly proved  that  private  individuals  without  polit- 
ical power,  could  force  from  an  unwilling  official  class, 
attention,  interest  and  finally  action,  in  a  righteous  ana 
needful  reform. 

When  the  armistice  was  signed  we  were  in  a  fair  way 
to  develop  for  the  first  time  a  systematic  organization  of 
Federal  Statistics.  .Scientific  Budgets,  Bookkeeping,  etc., 
aU  of  which  we  have  publicly  advocated  since  1911. 

UlNm  any  great  question  the  tendency  must  he  to 
ndnoe  the  issue  to  the  simplest  terms.  Relative  Value 
or  the  fiOr  distribution  of  the  tax  burden  on  the  Just 
tests  of  the  annual  yield  or  the  net  annual  income  of 
each  dollar  (not  of  whose  dollar),  is  one  of  greatest 
financial,  moral  and  economic  quesUons  of  all  endnring 
dfiUBitlos. 


The  above  is  a  logical  complement  of  the  government 
regulation  of  weights,  measures,  grades,  containers, 
vahmti.  Relative  Values,  etc.,  and  these  together  Include 
a  field  of  acUvity  which  cannot  safely  be  left  to  Pfl'W® 
agencies  of  control  any  more  tbm  can  the  x^idatlcii 
of  money  and  banking.   

Truth  or  verily  will  always  live  to  haunt  all  error. 

Congress  has  jurisdiction  and  power  to  declare  the 
method  of  ascertaining  all  value  and  the  rate  ^d«^ 
exchange,  foreign  or  domestic  as  well  as  of  weigms 

and  measures.  .        ^  ^ 

Standardization  in  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Standards 
must  ultimately  be  the  permanent  hcmie  or  abiding  place 
of  all  methods  of  asceriaining  valoe* 

The  Master  Key  to  unlock  all  value  should  be  perma- 
nently located  in  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Standards  by 
proper  act  of  OoftBrasa  f«r  UBlvotsal  nee  itf  aodety  crt- 
lectively 

The  writer's  definition  of  Wha$  U  VfOuef  which  is 
said  to  be  perhaps  the  dearest  and  most  completely 
analyzed  and  impressive  definition  in  print,  for  con- 
venience of  my  readers  it  is  bodily  borrowed  from  pages 
33  and  34  of  our  Taxation  No.  2.  Perhaps  it  is  on^ 
(me  of  the  many  really  good  things  to  be  found  in  both 
of  my  previously  published  pamphlets,  Taxation  Nos. 
1  and  2;  for  more  detailed  reference  see  the  confined 
index  of  Taxation  Nos.  1,  2  and  3,  viz.: 

"WHAT  IS  VALUE? 

"Value  possesses  many  different  aspects  or  phases  such 
as  cash  value,  credit  value,  sale  value,  assessed  value, 
potential  value,  imaginary  value,  ideal  value,  senUnMU- 
tal  value,  ephemeral  value,  nmxaoisical  or  speculatiTe 
value,  etc.  All  of  these  are  mer^  pwrt  of  the  «W 
stupendous  whole,  real  value,  .  ,  , 

"Nothing  is  to  be  gained  by  obscuring  the  issue  of 
hair-aplittlng  distinctions  ■  of  real  value,  but  to  afford 
meagre  excuse  for  theoriste  in  long-winded  debate  of 
the  clearly  diflerent  surveys,  aspects  or  views  of  every 
day  business  value. 

"We  are  not  seeking  sentimental  aspects  of  value, 
which  results  from  association,  imagination,  special  per- 
sonal idealization  or  spiritualization,  which  is  seldom 
used  in  business  transactions;  it  more  properly  belongs 
to  the  domain  of  Sociologj  ,  Psychology,  or  Theology  and 
not  to  practical  every-day  business  transactions. 

**But  what  we  are  seeking,  and  shall  clearly  ascertain, 
is  practical  National  universal  value,  which  is  BCe^ 
able  to  us  all,  viz.:  Webster's  dictionary  says: 

"'VALUE  is  distinguished  as  INTRINSIC  and 
HXCHANOBABLiB.  Intrinsic  value  is  the  same  as 
VtiJify  or  adaptation  to  satisfy  the  desires  and 
wants  of  men.    Exchangeable  value  is  that  in  an 
article  or  product  which  disposes  individuals  to 
give  for  it  some  quantity  of  labor  or  some  oUier 
arycie  or  product  obtainable  by  labor.* 
"Hence,  is  It  not  perfectly  clear  there  is  hut  one  teal 
value  of  anything,  viz.:  itS  Utility,  which  when  fairly 
capitalised  does  represent  its  exchangeable  value  with 
any  and  all  other  classes  and  kinds  of  property.   Is  this 
not  a  clear  analysis  and  demonstration  of  exactly  what 
'  we  are  all  so  diligently  seeking,  via.:  common  sense, 
subBtantM  practical  eTery-4ay  valuer 


mTLB  GROUP  OF  MEN  IN  WALL  STRBBt  FIX 
LOAN  RATE  FOR  NATION 

Coterie   of    Brokers   Control    All    Financial  OperatioM 
Tlimout  Country,  Charges  Comptroller  ol  Currency 

(By  Universal  Service) 

Washington,  Oct  18.— Investigation  reveals  that  a 
little  coterie  of  brokers,  who  meet  in  the  New  York 
Stock  exchange  every  morning,  arbitrarily  fix  the  inter- 
est charged  for  renewal  loans  thnmghout  the  day  and 
so  control  all  financial  operations  in  Wall  Street  and 
throughout  the  country,  according  to  a  statement  issued 
Sunday  by  John  Skelton  Williams,  comptroller  w  tM 
c  u  rr  ency  ■ 

The  group  varies  from  four  to  eight  on  diflerent  days. 
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Mr.  Williams  says,  the  f«^5*^J? 
represented  by  eith^  the  piwdfleat  or  one  or  more  of 

'%lZT^t.  1,  1919,  and  Aug  1.  192«;  the  comptro^ 
ler  finds  that  no  fewer  than  11.000  loans,  ^gregating 
1L400,000.000.  were  made  at  from  10  to  15  Per  cent 
interest  while  on  forty-tWO  dUfeieot  days  national  banks 
parSaJ^rrn  $1,100,000,000  at  from 

15  to  30  per  cent. 

RATES  FOR  LOANS  ARE  ARBITRAKlLY  FIX&D 
The  rates  for  all  these  loans,  the  comptroller  aeaerts, 
were  arbitrarily  fixed  by  the  same  little  group, 
^^early  every  national  bank  in  New  York  has  ad- 
mitted "  Mr.  Williams  asserts,  "that  when  the  rate  is 
posted  (by  the  coterie  of  brokers)  the  rates  charged  0n 
^kers'  or  ^street'  loans  are  changed  to  conform. 

"By  raising  or  lowering  the  rate  they  are  able,  Mr. 
Williams  continues,  "to  govern  the  movement  of  stocks 
and  bonds,  and  to  control  rates  for  interest  and  call 
money  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  ooontry. 
HUGE  SHRINKAOB  CAUBBD  IN  SBCURITY  VAIiUHS 

"The  unjustifiable  interest  exacted  on  demand  loans 
aggregating  billions  of  dollars,"  he  says,  "is  an  active 
contributing  cause  of  exorbitant  rates  for  new  capital 
charged  ciUes,  raihroads,  industrial,  public  and  private 
enterprises.  It  is  responsible  for  the  huge  shrinkage 
in  security  values  during  the  past  year." 

The  comptroller  continues: 

"Mr.  Uncoln  s  axiom  that  God  never  made 'a  man 
good  enough  to  be  intrusted  with  unlimited  power  over 
another  man,  may  be  supplemented  with  the  suggestion 
that  no  four,  six  or  eight  men  are  strong  and  pure 
enough  to  be  intrusted  with  unlimited  power  over  the 
finances  of  a  great  country  without  direct  responsibility 
and  accounting  for  their  acts  to  the  public,  or  some 
other  intelligent  authority." 

fs  the  above  afUcde  not  poaittve  proof  of  my  oon« 

^^he"  above  article  by  Mr.  John  Skelton  WiUiams, 
conkptroller  of  the  currency,  published  in  the  Denver 
Post.  Oct.  18,  1920,  is  perhaps  only  a  fair  indicaiion  of 
unmasking  superficial  pretense  of  control  of  the  rate 
of  money  exchange  under  the  flimsy  camouflage  or 
disguise  by  the  Bank  of  England  for  many  years  on 
the  aUeged  basis  of  natnnd  supply  and  demand.  Is 
there  any  law,  principle  or  rule  but  frail  human  nature 
to  prevent  them  from  making  a  "killing"  every  now  and 
th^  simply  by  exacting  a  high  or  low  daily  rate  of 
money  exchange,  enabling  them,  the  few  in  active  cmi- 
troL  to  arbitrarily  produce  inflation  or  deflation  of  the 
wealth  of  the  world  at  their  sweet  will?  This  has  been 
my  contention,  both  privately  and  publicly  expr^d, 
since  1889.  In  the  past  the  whole  world  has  paid  tribute 
to  the  Bank  of  England  In  the  daily  rate  of  money  ex- 
change arbitrarily  fixed  and  exacted,  Recent^>'»^f5f 
American  Clearing  House  has  learned  the  trick  from. 
England  and  sometimes  seems  to  be  running  wild  wiUl 
her  seemingly  belated  idea  or  new  toy.  Is  she  intori- 
cated,  or  just  overjoyed,  with  her  apparenUy  new  find? 

America  and  the  world  can  never  hope  to  get  back  to 
a  pre-war  economic  basis  by  exacting  excessive  or  inor- 
dinate rates  of  money  exchange  or  interest  charges. 
Deflation  can  only  come  by  a  modest  or  smaU  rate  of 
exchange  and  interest  exaction. 

The  Hnn  used  arbitrary  force  of  arras  m  the  h<^ 
of  acquiring  loot;  now.  why  should  England  and  Amer- 
ica use  arbitrary  force  of  the  raie  of  money  exchange 
and  interest  to  aoqnire  loot?  ^  .  .„ 

My  daily  prayer,  hope  and  faith  is  that  God  will  grant 
all  nations  courage  to  speedily  return  to  normal  sanity 
and  fair  play  and  forever  banish  all  inordinate  gree:! 
and  selfishness,  which  seems  to  be  the  prevailing  curse 
of  the  whole  world. 

May  not  Bolshevism  appear  in  iHfferent  forms.  Men. 
All  ye  who  are  real  men,  may  we  not  appeal  to  you, — 
coal,  transportation  and  all  forms  of  labor  not  excepted. 
— to  stay  the  hand  of  the  most  terrible  green-eyed  mon- 
ster the  world  has  ever  known,  viz.,  inordinate  greed  and 
geinehneu,  while  there  is  yet  Usht  <tf  «igr  to  do  so? 


Perhaps  not  wholly  unlike  the  recent  prediction  of 
Wm.  H.  (Coin)  Harvey,  in  "Common  Sense  or  Oot  on 
The  Brain  of  the  Sody  PoUtlc."  whom  we  very  briefly  ^  n 

swer  on  the  last  pai;e  of  thii.  '^^^^^^^^^yj'^'X 
the  same  remedy  as  was  modesily  given  to  the  world  by 
mere  Mttie  "Junius"  July  10.  1917.  Pray,  what  mind  or 
body  of  intelliijonce  will  suggest  a  better,  fairer  or  more 
practicable,  feasible  or  common-sense  remedy, 
honesUy,  fearleaalr  and  courageously  administered . 

\o  remedy,  perhaps  even  from  Heaven,  can  beof  any 
avail  unless  it  is  justly  and  properly  administered. 

The  whole  world  must  never  lost-  sight  of  the  indis- 
putable fact  that  any  form  of  manual  labor  may  be  just 
as  much  in  error  and  a  menace  to  the  contentment,  haiv 
plness  and  well-being  of  all  the  people,  themselves  in- 
cluded, as  any  form  of  labor  of  the  professions  when 
oi^nized  and  used  for  any  form  Of  evil  or  vfle  eoatra 
of  class  and  privilege. 

Never  in  the  history  of  the  world  wa.s  tiiero  .^i^^i.ier  or 
more  imperative  need  than  the  present  time  for  bankers, 
promoters  and  financiers  generally  of  making  daily  prac- 
tical application  of  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount 

Perhaps  the  combined  economic  value  and  ^^1' 
the  world  ts,  after  all  is  said  and  done,  phemeral.  flitUng. 
and  of  litUe  real  value  and  of  short  duration  at  best, 
relative  to  real  moral  ond  psychological  volwc  which 
alone  seem  best  suitable  for  permanent  and  indestruc- 
tible endouyment  to  posterity  and  all  future  generations 
beeanse  the  more  you  give  by  precept  of  this  really  gre  it 
moral  and  spiritual  force,  the  more  you  have  left 
the  stronger  you  become  both  to  be  good  and  to  do  gooa 
to  the  graatest  number,  betog  a  real  Uve  human  bene- 

^'There  is  the  reported  case  of  a  sttbstaatiaU  SoMig 
business  concern  in  New  York,  which  needed  money  fOT 
permanent  betterments  and  got  it  on  these  tenns: 
It  issued  its  securities,  which  were  taken  by  under- 

writers  at  30.   The  latter  passed  them  on  to  a  syndicaip 
at  53,  a  profit  of  75  per  cent   The  latt«r  passed  them 
on  to  brokers  at  82.  a  profit  of  54  per  cent;  and  whm 
the  securities  reached  the  public — you  and  me  and  the 
man  on  the  street— at  par,  the  brdker's  profit  was  22 
per  cent    The  investor  did  not  know  that  out  of  his 
hundred  dollars  only  thirty  actually  reached  the  con- 
cern in  which  he  thought  he  was  investing,  while  sev- 
enty of  them  never  became  productive,  invested  capital. 
Transactions  like  that  are  not  going  to  lower  the  cost 
of  living  or  produce  deflation."    If  underwriters,  bank- 
ers  and  brokers  bo  permitted  to  exact  10%  commission 
for  their  services  to  the  public,  financiers,  promoters 
and  real  esUte  men  be  permitted  to  exact  from  one 
tandred  to  eight  hundred  per  cent  for  their  services 
to  the  public— where  do  the  rest  of  us  come  in?    If  the 
above  and  simiUr  transactlona  are  recognised  as  legiti- 
mate, what  chance  is  tbmfor  th#  mmsfi  mn  <m  the 
surest?  ^  

RELATIVB  VALUE 
By  NATOUsoir  WAostea 

Part  of  this  and  other  papers  on  taxation.  "The  nility 
System  vs.  Sale  Value."  "ShaU  the  Blind  Lead  the 
Blind?"  etc..  by  the  same  autlior,  were  originally  pnb- 
llshed  in  The  Bulletin,  the  oflcial  publication  of  the 
National  Tax  Association. 

-nie  anther  of  this  paper,  "Relative  Value,  has  for 
manv  vears.  as  per  the  demonstrable  proof  of  his  writ- 
ing, been  a  sincere,  conscientious  student  in  the  search 
of  a  proper  flotation  at  this,  perhaps  one  of  Uncle  Sam  s 
and  the  world's  most  important  economic  war  problema; 
with  no  attachments  or  stipends,  either  public  or  private, 
by  absoluteiy  free  and  Independent  original  ifseanh 
work.  It  was  chietly  prepared  and  published  for  the  use 
of  Congress,  Washington,  D.  C,  in  standardising  the 
rules  for  asoortatnlng  Tmloe  tot  all  purpeses,  real  RO^ 
fire  Value. 

We  take  it  for  granted  our  readers  know  the  prin- 
ciple, laws  and  rules  governing  and  (.-ontrollinii  human 
conduct  in  any  game  of  fair  plaj',  as  against  foul  play; 
honesty  as  against  dishonest;  eaultablo  as  against 
fneoattaiUe  melfteds;  tmUi  as  aestnst  Msebood;  right 
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as  agalnBt  wrong,  etc.  This  is  the  chief  prtodple  hav 
ing  definite  rules  and  laws,  producing  fair,  drflnlte  and 
accurate  results,  which  govern  and  control  the  plan  or 
tttlUty  taxaUoa,  as  against  all  error,  tax  dodging,  dis- 
crimlnaUon.  eUus  or  other  inrtvUfii».  doing  even  justice 
to  all  alike. 

There  being  nothing  reaUy  new,  it  is.  perhaps.  In  all 

cases  of  both  discovery  and  invention  the  novelty  lies 
in  the  results,  the  new  application  and  use  of  pe^ps 
an  older  principle  and  law  than  the  apple  and  gravita- 
tion, as  illustrated  by  Prof.  Newton,  etc. 

Now  we  must  not  let  the  wormwood  of  selfishness 
or  iht  bitter  gall  of  loss  of  privilege  to  in  any  way 
becloud  mar  or  hinder  the  principle,  the  results,  of  the 
newly  discovered  star,  giving  comfort,  warmth  and  light 
to  all  humanity.  We  most  not  stultify  ourselves  by 
throwing  acid  on  perhaps  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
flowers  in  the  world,  the  resnlts,  the  rose,  or  the  utility 
ttfstem  of  taataticn. 

One  of  the  greatest  weaknesses  of  the  age  In  whicn 
we  live  is  the  ignoring  of  first  principles,  reaching  <mt 
for  the  remote  or  nnattatnable.  Maladministration  of 
first  principles  can  only  result  in  failure.  All  true 
calculation  must  recognize  a  unit  of  value  of  one 

standard.  ^  ^ 

In  harmony— instruments  cannot  be  tuned  from  sev- 
eral standards— there  must  be  one  key  note.  Harmony 
In  determining  values  can  only  come  from  the.  key  note 
Yield— gross  earnings.  utUity  or  intrinsic  value.  Two 
or  more  standards  or  bases  will  not  admit  of  compara- 
tive or  relative  value.  All  values  may  and  shall  be 
reduced  by  one  common  denomination  to  gold  or  money. 
Money  is  a  commodity,  universal  in  valne  and  readily 
comparable  with  all  other  moupy  or  value. 

Bhail  we  be  slaves  or  freevient  It  is  no  longer  a 
ttuestlon  of  debate.  One  standard  means  sanity,  two  or 
mm  standards  tend  to  confusion  or  insanity.  Merce- 
nary fashion  of  the  professional  poliUcian  sets  its  traps 
all  over  the  wwld,  Uke  federal  "porfc,"  to  try  out  every 
fad  as  a  panacea  for  ascertaining  proper  value  and  a 
sure  cure  for  al!  tax  ills,  so  that  interest  in  them  can 
only  he  brief.  It  is  part  of  its  deliberate  policy  not  to 
suggest  any  method  that  has  real  merit  or  a  scientific 
solution  of  any  problem,  because  of  fear  that  its  trade 
iHH  he  ruined.  . 

Today,  largely,  externals  govern,  not  the  will.  Desire, 
and  not  knowledge,  is  the  god  worshipped. 

It  is  not  to  the  discredit  of  new  things  that  they  are 
old.  They  are  more  attractive  when  novelty  is  com- 
bined with  antiquity. 

Everything  in  this  world  is  necopsarily  measured  by 
comparison,  and  should  be  standardized  on  the  basis  of 
its  use.  We  can  only  ompare  similar  methods*  I>i8- 
simiiar  methoAB  cannot  he  con^ared^  hut  may  he  con- 
trasted 

My  pen  is  of  pnre  silver,  it  is  new,  it  is  stiff;  you 
can  all  clearly  see  it  is  rather  unyielding  in  my  hand 
to  convey  a  great  message  in  an  Intelligent  or  even  un- 
derstandable way  in  the  shortest  space  or  time  to  all 

minds.  However,  some  of  our  readers  have  fully  grasped 
the  principle,  the  message,  both  the  idea  and  ideal, 
meant  to  he  conveyed,  and  have  cheerfully  and  freely 
given  their  unqualified  approval.  Many  writers  with  a 
more  facile  pen,  with  my  material  and  data  to  work 
with,  would  orect  a  gigantic  Choeops  floral  pyramid  that 
would  perhaps  speedily  send  Its  sweet  and  beautiful 
fragrance  to  the  whole  world.  ' 

We  are  not  selfish:  we  cordially  invite  each  0«e.  both 
great  and  small,  to  join  in  by  thought,  word  or  pen  to 
help  round  out  to  better  perfect  and  simplify  this  great 
^In^ple  and  problem.  There  will  be  enough  honor, 
credit,  glory  and  fame  for  all,  and  when  it  is  finished 
let  us  call  the  inestimable  result  our  mrk. 

The  utility  system  is  all  so  rimpte  when  we  under- 
stand the  principle,  but  it  Is  all  so  obscure  when  we 
dont  understand  It.  It  may  he  likened  to  simple  mathe- 
matical division,  dividing  Smith's  gross  annual  income 
into  that  of  Brown's  gross  annual  income;  the  result 
H  the  proper  value  ratio  between  them,  etc.  Yet,  simple 
as  it  may  seem,  we  could  hot  intelligently  explain, 
illustrate  or  clearly  prove  by  actual  demonstration  its 


great  worth  or  the  conclusive  solution  of  relative  value 
in  a  paper  of  suitable  length  and  space  to  fit  our  dear 
little  Bulletin.  Hence,  for  the  present  we  must  let  our 
l)oor  pamphlets  or  short  treatise  speak  for  themselves 
until  we  can  get  some  good  and  willing  editor  to  help 
us  to  properly  codify  and  put  all  In  hook  form.  Perhaps 
some  of  the  richest  material  ever  put  before  the  public, 
consisting  of  400  to  GOO  pages,  each  page  with  some 
spice,  and  the  whole  bubbling  over  with  humor,  with 
perhaps  a  little  touch  of  cayenne  here  and  there,  quite 
a  bit  consisting  of  pxtremely  laughable,  hut  official, 
record. 

This  is  already  plain,  and,  we  are  informed,  very 
clearly  and  concisely,  written,  largely  contained  In  the 
first  few  pages,  the  Illustrated  blocks  and  tables  of  our 
pamphlet  on  Taxation,  1911,  as  revised.  Of  course,  this 
is  greatly  clarified  and  crystallized  by  our  Taxation 
No.  a,  "The  Plan  of  Utility  vs.  the  Somers  System  of 
Taxation."  Both  or  either  of  these  brief  treaUse  are 
perhaps  too  voluminous  for  the  size  of  the  Bulletin  or 
we  would  gladly  submit  either  or  both  of  them  for  pub- 
lication, for  wider  circulation,  extending  their  sphm  of 
iufiuence.  However,  at  much  Inconvenience  and  per- 
sonal cost,  we  have  given  them  as  much  circulation  as 
we  felt  able,  being  constantly  stimulated  by  an  ever- 
increasing  demand,  Including  m«ny  unselfish  testimo- 
nials of  great  value.  Those  who  do  not  have  the  pam- 
phleU  may  secure  them  gratis  by  notifying  the  author. 
1101  Bmerson  street,  Denver,  Cdo.,  as  long  as  the  pres^ 
ent  edition  lasts. 

When  we  speak  of  "the  great  world  problem  of  rela- 
tive value,"  we  simply  quote  from  perhaps  one  of  the 
greatest  and  closest  reasoning  minds  who  ever  wrote  or 
lectured  on  the  subject  of  taxation  in  America,  viz.. 
the  late  Hon.  Thomas  M.  Cooley.  ,   ^  ».  , 

Congress  has  power  to  make  a  uniform  rule  of  oanK- 
ruptcy,  but  when  Congress  does  not  act  then  the  states 

are  free  to  act  . 

The  interstate  problem  of  inheritance  and  some  other 
forms  of  taxation  continues  as  a  vexation,  unfair  and 
ineanttahle.  More  and  more  the  whole  world  is  coming 
to  appreciate  that  there  must  be  one  rule  or  standard 
for  business,  for  morality,  for  honor  and  for  success  In 
any  enterprise.  ^  .  * 

Congress  has  power  to  make  currency  for  the  states 
and  a  uniform  rule  In  levying  an  income  and  an  Inhe^ 
Itance  tax.  Why  may  not  Congress  solve  the  moot  prob- 
lem for  the  states  by  giving  them  a  uniform  rule  to 
ascertain  all  value— r««l  retoH^e  wUuef  To  aviHd  48 
rules  and  many  arbitrary  duplications  by  the  states. 
This  will  Increase  Individual  rlghte  and  not  restrict 

Is  it  not  the  real  purpose  of  the  constitution  and  Con- 
'gresB  to  presertw,  defend  and  protect  the  rights  of  the 
people?  Have  not  the  states  faithfully  tried,  but  have 
utterly  faUed.  felnce  their  birth  to  protect  the  people 
from  arhUrar^  taxation  f  This  truth  is  universally  ad- 
mitted. 1.  ,1  I. 

The  bill  of  rights  plainly  says  "no  person  shall  be 
deprived  of  lUe.  liberty  or  property  without  due  process 
of  law'*  Well,  is  not  arbitrary  taxation,  double  taxa- 
tion triple  taxation,  etc.,  which  is  now  and  always  has 
been  to  a  greater  or  lesser  degree,  practiced  by  some 
st&tes,  in  effect  depriving  the  person  of  his  property 
without  due  process  of  law?  A  right  is  not  a  right 
when  it  ceases  to  be  recognized  as  such. 

All  progressive  governments  are  obliged  to  aeoept  tne- 
orles  as  they  are  crystallized  Into  law. 

The  recent  solution  of  the  problem  of  relative  value, 
as  applied  by  the  utility  system  of  taxation,  will  render 
the  original  asseasment  so  fair,  proper  and  correct  that 
equalization  of  assessment  values  will  he  quite  unneoea- 
sary.  It  is  the  very  latest  scientific  method  of  ascer- 
taining all  values.  It  perhaps  provides  the  proper  solu- 
tion for  nearly  all  present  tax  problems.  Proper  demon- 
strable methods  are  all  that  are  needed,  not  more  tax 
laws  Do  not  seek  a  constitutional  amendment  for 
every  little  defect  of  administration  or  a  practical  for- 
mula for  constructive  legislation  When  analyats  proves 
method  alone  Is  at  fault. 

The  s<4utloD  ^  BBLATIVB  VALUB  la  so  (dMrly  erya- 
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talllzed  and  conclusively  proven  by  both  demonstration 
and  tabulation  there  is  nothing  left  t«  doubt  or  chance; 
it  is  full  and  complete;  so  much  so  that  its  a"^»^or,  who 
is  most  conservative  and  unassuming,  is  perfectly  wil  - 
ng  to  take  an  oath,  if  necessary  that 
new  truth  or  fact.  Us  value  can  hardly  be  o^^r  empha- 
sized. Hence,  because  of  its  great  utility  and  real  worth, 
he  challenges  any  mind  to  disprove  it 

The  main  value  of  the  solution  of  relative  value  Is 

believed  to  lie  in  its  tendency  to  e^^^f^^t-^,^  e  to 
the  laws  and  administration  In  ^^lous  stete8--*.e^  to 
all  industries  and  kinds  of  property,  which  we  are  ta- 
^ormefS  entlre^^  within  the  scope  of  the  federal  gov- 
emment  to  standardise.  -  Are  not  the  American  j)eople 
entiUed  to  the  inestimable  benefit  of  federal  standard  za- 
«on  of  the  scientific  principle  or  law  of  ascerUinlng 
i!>mparauve  ^SatIVB  VALTJB  #or  aseesBmeiit  and 

taxation?  .  . , 

So  sure  are  we  of  the  correct  and  proper  use  of  thib 
nrtoelple  and  law,  and  results  In  demonstjniting  and 
prS  RELATIVE  VALUE  that  we  are  PerfecUy  wiU- 
STto  make  an  aflldavit  to  that  effect,  viz.,  that  it  is 
ateolutely  relatively  correct  to  all  casw,  nee«r  per- 
fection than  any  known  plan.    For  verification  of  this 

contention  see  page  2  of  "G<>Y?r';™^^i.,^*''^^'|,  3"  Jj^^ 
United  States,"  by  Professor  Carl  C.  Plehn,  191d,  viz., 
(department  of  economics.  University  of  California): 

"Today  the  chief  problems  of  taxaUon.  or  the  raising 
of  revenues,  are  in  a  fair  way  to  be  solved.  Th«^ 
it  can  he  asserted  with  as  much  certainty  as  is  possible 
in  any  branch  of  human  affairs,  that,  given  the  will  to 
do  so  and  the  knowledge  of  how  to  do  so»  whicSi.  unfor- 
tunatelv  is  not  always  present,  the  legislature  CAN 
devise  laws  and  the  administrative  officers  CAN  enforce 
them  80  as  to  brtng  about  an  eouitahle  dlstrlhutloB  of 
the  tas  hufden. 

(Differences  of  opinion  still  exist  as  to  the  propriety  of 
using  the  power  of  taxation  in  a  manner  to  .alter  exist- 
ing GondlUoBB.  to  whkA  It  may  be  de^aUe  U>  altte 
them.) 

"But  if  the  ideal  adopted  be  solely  raising,  la  an 
eoultable  manner,  the  tax  revenues  deemed  necessary, 
with  the  least  possible  disturbance  of  t^V>oi^tion  of 
the  different  taxpayers,  one  to  ™f  ^^r^wv 

A  REALIZATION  OF  SUCH  AN  IDEAL  IS  KNOWN. 
This  is  so,  partly  because  scientific  study  has,  been 
longer  directed  to  questi<m8  of  taxation  than  to  those 
of  public  expenditure,  and  also  because  the  alms  and 
prtoclples  involved  are  necessarily  more  definite  and 
final.'* 


Denver,  Colo.,  Dec.  8,  19X6.  .  • 
Dr.  Napoleon  Wagner,  or  to  Whom  It  May  Concern: 

Deer  Sii^Permit  me  to  state  that  it  is  my  candid  opinion, 
sinee  yon  have  broadened  the  lieediines  on  ps^e  6  of  your 
pamphlet  on  Taxation,  1911,  as  revised.  I  have  no  doubt 
but  that  you  have  clearly  proved  and  coDcluaively  sjrod 
die  problem  ol  eompsrative  or  relative  land  vslvBi  wwah, 
of  course,  is  equally  applicable  to  all  other  values. 

I  believe  it  will  prove  to  be  the  Rosette  Stone,  or  key, 
to  the  most  obsonre  secrets  of  economics  and  an  important 
contributioD  to  science.  Your  definition  crystallized 
explanation  of  "What  Is  Value?"  on  pages  33  end  34  of 
your  Taxation  No.  ?,  is  perhaps  the  clearest  and  most  con- 
clusive known.  Likewise,  Veor  explanaUon  ofAlexan^^^ 
Hamilton's  views,  etc..  on  pa<e  20^2  of  your  Tswtooo,  IWl, 
OS  ffVvUed.  Your  solution  of  the  problspi  of  relative  value, 
to  ray  mind,  gives  to  the  seience  of  friitical  economy  m 
indestructible  foundation,  a  new  heart,  body  and  soult  wlucA 
it  novar  before  possessed.  . ,       ,.,         .  • 

Economics  without  relative  value  would  be  like  a  ship 
without  a  rudder.  In  fdrness,  trath  end  jnsdee  we  must 
admit  that  is  just  what  it  has  been  before  your  contribution 
and  adhrtioa  of  the  great  economic  problem  of  relative 

1  most  heartily  approve  of  having  the  rule  and  principle 
of  your  solution  of  the  problem  of  relative  value  and  your 
laovt  OMliisrslhrn  Ideas  cm  taxation,  standardized  by  the 
XMM  mmm  BaraM  el  Steadardt,  Weduagtoat  D, 


adopted  aod  nwde  the  uuvmai  mat,  meawia  ead  staateA 

U^U^^  vm^yo.^^^^       THOS.  KHHurv. 

Vke-Preeident  Firdt  Nat.  Bk.  of  Denver  from  1^2-1916 
-Reprint   "The  Daily  Mining  and  Financial  Record, 
Denver,  Colo.,  March  30,  iyi7." 


Denver,  Colo,  Jan.  31,  1917. 
Prof.  Carl  C  Plehn.  (Economics,  etc.), 

Univernty  of  Geltfoe^  Betfceleyr  CaL 

^V^'^respectfully  I  wwh  to  file  a  elaim,  both  «or  eiir 
worie  and  myself,  to  the  commendation  on  Page  2  of  Oov- 
emment  Finance  in  the  U.  S.  by  Prof.  Carl  C.  Plehn  1915. 

You  say  "The  way  to  a  realizetion  of  each  an  ideal  is 
known,  etc."  If  anyone,  past  or  present,  dead  or  ahve,  Has 
a  prior  or  a  better  claim  to  recognition  of  this  accomplish- 
ment. 1  would  very  modi  like  to  know  Ins  vamm,  W»  eo- 
dress,  the  color  of  his  eyes  and  hair. 

It  verv  clearly  states  and  represents  exactly  what  our 

work,  pamphlets,  etc.  en  Taxatioi^  ^^I^^I^I^^^mi 
lean  we  have  accomplished,  proved,  eelvwl  end  owde  taMWn 
to  the  world,  real  relative  po/ee.  * 

By  your  ilpproval  we  ahould  like  permission  to  refer  to 
it  in  connection  with  our  writing  and  work  on  laxation.  as 
well  as  any  raoro  specific  designation  >  ou  may  care  to  moke 
(as  to  who  made  tins  ideal  known?) 

An  early  answer  will  be  duly  appreciated. 

Some  weeks  ago  we  sent  you  a  marked  complinjenUry 
copy  of  our  Taxation  No.  2.  Did  y<>"/«J;»^«  .^J 
mail  you  today  copy  of  our  Taxation  No.  1,  1911.  as  revised 
to  date.  Yours  sincerely, 

ml  Emerson  St.  Napoleon  Wacnkr. 

The  above  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  scot  to  you  on 
JannaiT  3lBt,  1917,  and  as  yet  have  reoewed  neMewer. 
Wm  yon  kindly  parte  me  for  regisienni  tM  MtcTf  ao  m 
to  m^a  wan  net  yeu  receive  it? 

Yours  truly, 

Denver,  Colo,  Feb.  2ith,  W7.  w^»«- 


UniverdtV  of  Cdifeniia,  Department  of  Economics, 

Beikeley,  March  1917. 

Mr.  Napoleon  Wagner, 

im  Bmerwm  St,  Denver,  Clele. 

I  have  been  unable  to  determine  from  yew  letter  what  it 

is  that  you  wish  me  to  do.  If  you  want  to  refer  to  or  quote 
from  'iSovemment  Finance"  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  have 
you  do  so*  Yewa  tftdy,   


la  thiB  not  aequleaoeDoe.  a  silent  aasent  complied  with, 
submitted  to  without  opposition  or  objection;  haa  not 
the  measure  been  acquiesced  in?  Implied,  but  not 
M^reesed  :  eileii*  or  toetto  ctmsent,  hy  iso*  interpeUng  m 

objection.  ^   _^  . 

Pleaae  let  it  be  clearly  and  definitely  understood,  w 
nowhere,  at  any  time,  find  fault  or  criticise  any  indi- 
vidual or  collection  of  individuals  per  se:  it  Is  not  the 
man.  society  or  organization  we  in  self-respect  are  eome- 
ttmee  practicBUy  forced  to  object  and  protest  to  hut  it 
is  simply  theh-  apparent  error  and  erroneous  teaching, 
acta  and  conduct.  We  can  never  hope  for  fnll  freedom 
and  real  liberty  of  thought  and  intelli^ronce  until  all 
sincere  competent  writers  and  workers  mil  possetts  and 
exert  suffkient  courage,  courage  and  more  eouraffe  to  do 
the  same  things  and  not  dodpr  or  try  to  sneal-  hy  rrfus- 
in(j  to  answer,  etc.  simply  to  avoid  fair  play  to  others 
and  responsibility  for  their  aneww. 

We  hold  no  individual  or  concern  is  too  busy  to  give 
a  civil  answer  of  "Yes"  or  "No"  to  any  question,  no 
matter  how  trivial  or  Important  It  may  he.  • 

We  endeavor  never  to  depose,  unless  we  offer  in  lieu 
thereof  something  really  constructive  to  take  the  place 
of  the  obsolete  or  deposed  etmcture.  Our  opponents  or 
some  of  them  may  cry  out  "Fire:"  "Fire!"  "Stop  thief!" 
etc.,  simply  to  distract  attention  from  their  apparent 
erroneous  teadtlng  and  condnct,  hut  this  should  not  dis- 
courage or  deter  any  sincere  real  worker  from  plain 
4uty,  Dimr,  DUTY,  to  unmask  them  to  the  world. 
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If  you  do  not  all  think  as  I  do  about  this  matter,  and 
I  tan  hardlv  expect  that,  kindly  let  lis  all  approach  it 
with  serene  faith  and  hope  and  in  the  confidence  of  im- 
proving the  universally  admitted  deplorable  present  con- 
dltton  even  if  we  do  not  entirely  reach  the  goal  or  the 
Ideal  aimed  at. 


SIB6UGHT  NO.  1 

Denver,  Colo^  Dec.  14,  1916. 

Mr.  Samuel  W.  Stratton, 

Director  of  Bureau  of  SlmAvoS) 
WMhing^  D.  G. 

Dear  Sir:  ,  .   j  j 

Will  you  please  inform  me  the  proper  method  or  mode 
o£  procedure  to  have  the  scientific  principle  of  ascertaining 
all  vahies  for  all  purposes,  and  especially  for  all  assessment 
and  tf*«*S«M,  officially  standardized  by  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of 
Standards!  the  same  bein^  the  proper  solution  of  the  prob- 

Ob  November  27di,  1916,  Hon.  C.  S.  Thomas,  U.  S.  Sen- 
ator from  Colorado^  Informed  me  that  my  pamphlets  and 
iUasiraftioos  re^i^ng  the  subject  of  taacalwat  war*  lor- 
naBdud  to  the  Bnraau  of  Standards,  etc. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Utl  Bmarson  St.      (Siiaed  hy)    Natqubon  WAfiNsa. 


SIDELIGHT  NO.  2 

Washin^on,  D.  G.,  Dee.  19,  1914 

Mr.  Napoleon  Wagner, 

Dcover*  Colorado^ 
Dear  Sir: 

Your  letter  of  Dee.  14tk  i«  received  and  it  does  not  appear 
that  the  problem  is  one  which  would  be  handled  by  this 
Bureau  under  its  ori^anic  fnnetioin.  ft  is  sagiestod  Aat  the 
■Mttcr  mitfht  possibly  be  taken  up  with  Mr.  Brown,  who,  1 
understand,  is  the  Land  Expert  who  did  certain  compilation 
for  the  District  Gommhtee  of  Ae  House  of  Representatn^ 
It  is  possible  that  he  might  be  located  through  the  Ottee 
^  ll^  GssnmnkOners  of  the  District  of  Golumbia. 

Respeetfolly, 
(Signed)         S.  W.  Stratton, 
Director  of  Bureau  of  Standards. 


SIDELIGHT  NO.  3 

WtVffyr""j  D«  G^  Nov.  27,  1916. 

Dr.  Napoleon  Wagper, 
Denver,  Colo. 

My  Dear  Sir:  „      ,  _^  * 

Your  pamphlets  and  illustrations  regardmg  the  subfect  ot 
Taxation  bare  this  day  been  forwarded  to  the  Bureau  of 
Standards  in  accordance  with  your  personal  request  of 
recent  date  when  in  Denver. 

Ymn  very  truly, 

(Signed)         C  S.  Thomas. 


SODBUGHT  NO.  4 

Weehhil^,  D*  G.,  Dec.  1916. 

Hon.  C  S.  Thomas, 

U.  S.  SeiMte^  WMhindlon>  0.  G. 
Dear  Sir;  .     .      -  ^ 

Your  letter  of  Nov.  27th  has  been  received  and  the  pan- 
nhlets  on  Taxation  have  been  exammcd.  It  does  not  appear 
that  the  problem  is  one  which  would  he^faan^d  by  ^ 
Bureau  under  it»  orgenic  foBctionSi  end  Bir.  WOffMr  nas 
hmm  mMmd  of  thb  fact. 

Respectfully, 
(SiAwd)        S.  W*  SntATTON, 
*  Piteetor. 


siDBUGirr  no.  s 

Dflttver,  Golon  Dec  26b  1916. 

Hon.  C.  S.  Thomas, 

U.  S.  Senate,  Waahinglon,  D.  C 

Dear  Sir:  «  # 

Your  letter  from  S.  W.  Stratton.  Director  Bureau  of 

Stidards,  reeoved.  I  thank  you.  . 

I  would  like  to  say  something  to  you,  but  ™MlPV»« 
leak  well  in  print— It  is  not  profanity:  It  aafm  border 
on  critieSM  el  An  fidi»t  of  Ae  Dboetor.  I»  Ae  fresent 


ruling  not  error?  Is  not  the  registering  of  a  purely  suw- 
tihc  principle's  solution,  if  not  in  Ae  Burean  of  Standivds, 
then  in  some  scientific  department  at  Washington,  D.  C..  a 
public  duty  to  file  and  register,  rather  a  perfunctory  matter 
of  saving  the  solution  of  the  problem  for  aeteoee,  hy 
giving  due  credit  to  the  author  for  such  solution  as  he  has 
fondered?  If  not,  I  move  you  that  one  be  adopted,  inde- 
pendent of  both  copyright  and  patent.  That  it  be  a  duty 
imperative,  and  not  discretionary  with  the  Director,  Is 
the  present  ruling  by  the  Director  under  the  organic  func- 
tions of  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  dttcretionary  or.  arbitrary  ? 
And  is  there  any  appeal?  If  so,  how  and  to  whom?  Will 
you  kindly  send  me  all  the  printed  office  or  department 
instmetions  and  Iheratnre  on  the  sniqeet? 

Sittoerely  yours, 
imi  Bmenon  St        (Signed)     Namubon  Wacndi. 


SIDELIGHT  NO.  6 

Washington,  D.  C»  Doe.  29,  1916. 

Dr.  Napoleon  Wagner, 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  am  in  receipt  of  yours  of  the  26^  inst. 
I  do  not  know  of  any  law  or  of  any  burean  in  Washmgton 
which  provides  for  registering  of  problems  or  solutions, 
except  it  be  the  Bureau  of  Standards  and  the  Bureau  of 
Patents.  The  last  is,  of  course,  designed  to  protect  in- 
ventors; the  first  refers  more  generally  to  matters  of  physi- 
cal, as  distinguished  from  mental  or  philosophical  elements. 
The  action  of  the  Burean  of  Standards  is  largely,  if  not 
entif^,  dieemionary;  in  any  event,  its  deeiaMW  i«  final* 

Very  truly  yours, 

(Signed)        G.  S.  Thomas. 


^DBUeilT  NO*  7 

Darar.  Ci^  im^  ^  1917. 

Hon.  G.  S.  Thomas, 

U.  S.  Senate,  Washington,  D.  G. 
Dear  Sir; 

Yours  of  the  29th  ult.  received.  Thank  you.  It  is  mani- 
festly  clear  to  my  mind,  together  with  the  positive  proof 
lAieh  has  ooodusSvely  convinced  many  other  open  minds, 
my  briai  treatise  on  Taxation  have  solved  the  problem 
ReiatiTO  Value.  1  am  perfectly  willing  to  make  affidavit 
to  thk  effect.  The  late  Hon.  Thomas  M.  Cooley  said  to  us, 
*Tho  mind  who  gives  to  Seicnee  the  prineiple  and  rules  for 
the  proper  solution  of  Relative  Value  would  probably  be 
the  world's  greatest  human  benefactor.'*  Yet,  the  Bureau 
of  Standards  say,  in  effect,  neither  my  solution  nor  Judge 
Gooley's  contention  is  correct,  and  are  not  worthy  off 
Standardization.  _  _         ,  - 

May  there  not  be  error  in  this  decision,  and  especially  it, 
as  you  say,  it  is  largely,  if  not  entirely,  ^sdSretionary,  may  it 
not  be  inlnenced  by  politics  or  otherwise?  I  have  strong 
evidence  to  suspect  sinister  influence  against  my  work, 
thfongh  jealousy,  selfishness,  etc,  from  men  in  ofimal  and 
high  economic  positions.  ,  , 

It  seems  a  great  pity,  even  if  not  a  crime,  that  this  impor- 
tant problem  nay  not  be  decided  only  by  duly  qualified 
minds  on  pure  merit.  It  would  seem  no  decision  should  be 
final  unless  it  is  proper  and  right.  I  have  no  money  to 
spend;  I  havo  no  hope  or  desire  for  any  monetary  reward 
for  my  many  years  of  patient  study  and  work;  but  in  sim^ 
justice  to  science,  I  think  this  decision  should  be  reversed  in 
the  interest  of  humanity.  Will  you  kindly  have  sent  to  me 
a  eopy  of  the  printed  rules  governing  and  controlling  the 
entire  scope  and  conduct  of  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  and 
gmdy  obfiis.      f  Nakmon  Wminbi. 


SIDELIGHT  NO.  8 

Washington,  D.  G.,  Jan.  10,  1917. 

Dr.  Nnoleon  Wagner.  .      ,  ^  , 

My  Dear  Sir:  Senator  Thomas  in  an  admowledgment  of 
yonr  request  of  the  4th  inst.,  has  instructed  me  to  send  you 
a  eopy  of  the  Congressional  Directory,  and  to  refer  you  to 
page  325,  which  it  is  hoped  will  give  you  the  information 
desired.  In  haste.  Very  truly  yours, 

(^ittMl)        J.  Ray  Adams, 

Secretary* 


SIDBLIGHT  NO  .  9 

Denver,  Colo^  Jan.  18,  1917. 

Hon.  G.  S.  Ihomas, 

U.  S.  Senate,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Yours'of  10th  inst.,  with  copy  of  Congressional  Dirert^^^ 
Thimb  von.  We  think  the  reference  to  the  Bureau 

IS;d-rdize  the  scientific  rules  and  f''^^^^'^^'^ 
tainUi«Value  and  especiallv  Relative  Value  ior  ...eMment 
and  taxation  and  for  all  other  use.  ,  »  ,    .     r/  i 

We^e.*»rt  paper  on  the  subject  oi  RelaUve  Value 
It  has  just  been  accepted  for  pubUeation  by  Aej?*'*"'  °' 
he  Bu  lean  of  the  National  Tax  A.*K»-t.«n,  PeA«P» 

in  this  coBiitrv.  When  it  is  printed  I  will  eee  that  you  (et 
a  eopy  It  may  shed  some  light  on  this  question. 

Yours  truly, 

im  Enierioa  St.        (S^od)      Napoleon  Wabkb*. 


SroELIGHT  NO.  10  .,„.„., 
Dcawcr,  Colo.,  Mansh  28,  1917. 

Hon.  C.  S.  Thomas, 

U.  S.  Senate,  Waduii<toa,  D.  C 

^TiustVeceived  my  subscription  copy  of  the  March  Bulletin 
of  Ao  National  Tax  Association,  it  be,n«  smal    .n  sire 
published  only  part  of  the  paper  referred  to  .n  -nv 
to  you  on  January  18,  1917.  Hence,  for  "•f* 
refereoee,  conyenience  and  to  prevent  duplication  or  con- 
fus^nTl' enclose  two  copies  of  printed  galley-proof  of  my 
c3ete  paper  on  Relative  Value  which  fully  explains 
S  We  also  send  you  two  pages  proof  of  Re>«t've  Value 
Recently  when  in  Denver,  Senator  Shafroth  had  me 
explain  this  matter  pretty  thoroughly  to  him,  "^"""jf  *1» 
or  more  hours'  time.  He  assured  me  that  he  wou  d  approve, 
stand  and  act  jointly  with  you  in  this  matter,  until  my  case 
received  a  fair,  honest  hearing  on  merit  alone, 
^^have  solved  one  of  Uncle  Sam's  and  the  worlds  im- 
poZt  p^«.^  "Relative  Value."    We  wish  to  e*e«d 
^humanitarian  sphere  of  value  and  r'^:?"''  '"""^''Vri^„^ 
propeTresolution  of  Congress  to  standardize  the  defimtiou. 
ndkM^ method,  etc,  for  ascertaining  all  values. 

Sincerely, 

IMI  Bnwnwi  St.        (Signed)      Natowon  Wacneb. 


SIDELIGHT  NO.  U 

DMmr,  Colo^  Jum  2«,  1917. 

Hon.  C.  S.  Thomas, 

U.  S.  Senate,  Washington,  D.  C. 

On  March  28th,  1917,  1  wrote  you,  sending  printed  galley- 
proof  of  my  complete  paper  on  RtUhve  Vcliie  T'^?  <*«>^ 
later,  on  March  30th,  said  paper  was  first  pubhshed  in  tull 
in  the  daily  Mining  and  Financial  Record  of  Denver. 

1  have  purposely  refrained  from  taking  np  a  moment  ot 
your  valuable  time,  in  the  midst  of  this  great  crisis,  bnt 
now  at  the  earliest  lull  the  whole  world  seems  to  bave 
the  eonrage  and  is  crying  out  lor  oqttit^le  taxatieii  aa  a 

proper  basis  to  start  from.  -    •  .      ^  t^^A 

It  requires  time  to  translate  such  prmaples  a«  are  fomid 
in  StSiaiv^  Valme  into  an  achievement.    I  have  devoted 
many  years  to  the  solution  of  the  problem,  hrt  sound  plans 
ate  necessary,  if  there  are  to  be  proper  eliici«it  rowUtt. 
Thus,  Hon.  B.  C.  Hilliard,  M.  C,  under  date  of  April  18, 
WrT  wrote  to  me,  namely.  "In  these  times  oi%U^^  scien- 
Sc  taxation  is  more  likely  to  be  apprecmted  Aan  at  any 
odier  time  in  our  history.    Your  contrihution  should  be  of 
value"    As  many  new  taxes  are  now  bein^  laid  by  con- 
gress, would  this  not  perhaps  be  Ae  «PP*l7""f 
h9  proper  resolution  of  Congress  declaring  The  Ltility  by-s- 
tem  of  Taxation  the  scientific  unit,  basis  and  standard  for 
ascertaining  value  for  all  purposes?   Snhfoet  to  the  indis- 
putable  proof  within  its  pages,  including  every-  word  ot  my 
•  said  manuscript— a  complete  personal   hearing  if  neces- 

**Will*you  not  confer  with  Hon.  John  F.  Shafroth,  our  (iolo- 
rado  repreeentatives  and  all  other  powerful  and  infiuenual 
miwfe,  indnding  Plrt^ant  Waaon,  OM  >r  Ptn^ 


give  aU  the  people,  the  whole  world,  at  wice.  the  gr^t 
««i  inestimable  benefit  of  real  \t''tLJtt 
ft  wrtTrai*  opportunity  in  life  to  be  able  to  <5'fectly  benefit 
fhrviholTw^?  In^teaaatiogagre-tca^^ 
Value,  pray  how  can  zeal  be  strictly  oonfined  In  ior«ni 
ethieal  rolea  of  modesty  and  propriety? 

Sincerely, 

(Signed)        Napoleon  wagnbr. 

P  S.  Senator  Shafroth,  Hon.  B.  C.  Hilliard,  et  al.:  The 
aboU  letter  applies  equally  to  yon  rfl.  Please  «Jt  qmd. 
aedon,  at  this  aession  of  Congress,  if  powble,  by  propw 
r^Slntion,  on  pure,  cold  merit,  by  giving  aU  Gotfa  ehadren 
equitable  taxation,  real  Relative  Value.  ^ 

If  necessary,  colloquially  speaking,  force,  buy,  beg,  or  steal 
th€  litOe  time  required  to  get  a  proper  resolution,  and  your 
conscience  will  forgive  you  because  of  the  great  good  accom- 
plishcd.  Senator  Thomas  has  all  the  correfpendcncc. 

Should  opposition  of  any  kind  appear  kindly  ask  for  and 
demand  thewritten  proofs,  and  you  wiU  find  it  will  speedily 
disappear. 


SIDELIGHT  NO.  12 

Washington,  D.  C^  June  23,  ml. 

Napoleon  Wagner,  Esq. 

My  Dear  Sir:  1  am  in  receipt  of  yonrjetter  of  the  20th 
inst-  which  1  have  forwarded  to  Senator  Sbairotn. 

Mv  present  dommittee  and  other  official  duties  monopo- 
lize mr  time  so  completely  that  it  is  impossiblefor  me  to 
rfive  attention  to  any  other  matter  for  the  present. 

Yonra  very  truly,      ^  ^  ^ 

(Sidled)         C  S.  Thomas. 


SIDBUGHT  NO.  13 

Denver,  Colon  March  28,  1917. 

Hon.  John  F.  Shafroth, 

U.  S.  Senate,  Washmgton,  D.  C 

1  iust  received  my  subscription  copy  of  the  March  Bulle- 
tin of  the  National  Tax  Aaaoohttion,  it  being  small  m  size, 
published  only  a  part  of  my  paper  on  Relative  Valnej 
Hence  for  your  more  complete  reference,  convenience  mo 
to  prevent  duplication  or  confusion,  I  enclose  two  cop.es 
of  Mfeted  galley-proofs  of  my  compile  paper  on  Relative 
Value,  which  fully  explains  itself.  We  also  send  yon  two 
printed  pages  proof  of  Relative  Value. 

We  ha^solved  one  of  Uncle  Sam's  and  the  worlds 
important  problems— Rektive  Value,  we  wi*  to  extend  its 
faommtariao  sphere  of  influence  and  un.versal  value  bv 
proper  resolution  of  Congress  to  standardize  the  dehn.tion. 
rules  and  method,  etc..  for  aseertaimng  all  valne. 

May  God  give  you.  Senator  Thomas,  et  al.,  strength,  power 
and  influence  to  get  speedy  *cUonon  merit  alone,  a  fair, 
honest  hearing.  (gig^)***'"''^^ 


SIDIBUGHT  no.  14 

Washington,  D.  C,  AprB  4,  IW- 

Mr.  Napoleon  Wagne^r.   

Dear  Sir:    1  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
cmdosfaig  galley  proof  of  your  paper  on  I 
have  found  it  of  much  interest  and  thank  you  for  sending 
it  to  me.   With  best  wishes,  I  remam, 

Yours  truly, 

(Signed)        John  F.  Shafroth. 


SIDEUGHT  NO.  15  « 

Washingtnm  D.  C.,  July  2,  1917. 

Dr.  Napoleon  Wagper, 
Denver,  Colorado. 
Mv  Dear  Doctor:    Your  letter  to  Senator  Thomas,  June 
20  1917.  has  been  handed  to  me  by  han  because  he  is  on 

dommSse  on  Fhianoe  and  ha.  been  b^JSiTri 
aad  will  likely  eontinne  to  be  so  for  considerable  time  to 

Tbelieve  that  yonr  theory  of  -Tlelative  Value"  is  one 
that  has  great  merit,  and  yet.  on  «count  of  the  rc^ 
whidk  the  National  Government  bears  to  Ae  State  govem- 
Lnt,  the  nation  has  nomghoHty  J^S!" 
^Mes  to  aaaOM  pnpmW  P«ft«entor  wif.   It  has 
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not  been  deemed  advisable  that  the  National  Government 
should  tax  lands,  it  having  left  that  source  of  taxation  to 
the  States  and  for  that  reason  it  wootd  not  pass  a  Mw 
imposing  taxes,  or  requiring  any  mode  or  system  of  taxation 
upon  lands  over  which  it  doea  not  propose  to  raise  uucm. 
If  taxes  were  imposed  by  the  National  Govemmcot  on  tana 
«mI  Ints,  they  would  be  in  addition  to  the  State  tax  upon 
the  same  and  therefore  would  be  very  burdensome  to  the 
omier.  With  beat  wishes,  I  remain, 

Yours  truly, 

(Si^ed)        John  F*  Shafroth. 


SIDBUGHT  NO.  16 

Vmnr,  ColOn  July  ^  ^917. 

Hon.  John  F.  Shafroth,  und 
Hon.  B.  C.  Hilliard, 

Wnahinttoo,  D.  C.  .... 

Senator  Shafroth:  Yours  of  the  2nd  iost.  duly  received. 
Contents  carefully  noted ;  granted  all  you  say  is  true.  Please 
do  not  eenfuse  or  eomplieate  this  simple,  reasonable  request. 
It  is  not  mv  wish,  purpose  or  intention  to  in  any  way  inter- 
fere with  either  present,  federal  or  state  laws.  But  simply 
to  iMve  our  seicotifie  plan  to  ascertain  Relative  Value  for 
all  purposes  registered  and  recorded  in  the  Bureau  of 
Standards,  or  in  any  Department  thou^t  best  by  Congress. 
With  such  comment  and  suggestion  as  may  be  deemed  wise, 
imposing  no  Sax  or  reqmr^mtmts  of  any  kind  on  any  St^, 
But  simply  letting  all  the  States  and  all  countries  ui  the 
world  know  where  the  scientific  solution  of  Relative  Value 
may  be  avaUable;  then  unmeasurable  self-interest  in  each 
State  and  country  will  do  tike  business,  torn  dM  "tridr 
for  all  humanity. 

Please  quickly  see  my  letters  to  Senator  Thomas  of  date 
Dec  26.  1916,  Jan.  4.  '17.  and  March  28,  1917.  Badi  one  is 
very  brief,  hut  fully  explains  this  simple  matter,  then  per- 
haps thirty  minutes'  to  one  hour's  time  should  settle  the 
whole  question  to  any  feir-nunded  person. 

1  think  my  original,  simple  request  to  the  Bureau  oj 
Standards  should  have  been  complied  with;  if  not,  why  not? 

Yours  sineerely, 

11»1  Bmerioii  St.        (8ij»Bed)     NAnuoN  Wagmbb. 


SIDELIGHT  NO.  17 

Washington,  D.  C,  July  14,  '17. 

My  Dear  Dr,  Warner: 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  6th  inst.  1  am  in- 
formed by  inquiry  at  the  Bureau  of  Standards  that  the 
i«q«est  for  investigation  and  report  upon  your  plan  for  Rel- 
ative Value  cannot  be  made  because  such  work  is  not  within 
the  scope  of  the  Bureau's  aetivities.  They  nre  quite  positive 
on  that  point,  and  I  see  no  way  of  forcing  a  change  in  their 
attitude.  1  will  be  glad  to  file  with  the  Bureau  any  papers 
you  may  send.  Willi  best  wkhes,  1  remnin, 

Yours  truly, 

(Signed)        John  P.  Siwwmt. 


SIDELIGHT  NO.  18 

Denver,  Qdn*.  July  18,  1917. 

Hon.  John  F.  Shafroth,  and 
Hon.  B.  C.  Hilliard, 

Wttshingtmi,  D.  C. 

Mr.^Shafroih's  of  the  I4th  inst.  and  Mr,  Hilliard's  ol  9th 
inst.  reeeived.  We  are,  I  believe,  duly  and  correctly  in- 
formed, page  325  of  Congressional  Directory,  64th  Congress, 
2nd  Session.  Dec,  1916,  both  fttlfy  fits  end  covers  our  case, 
vi/,.:_'or  individual  requiring  the  use  off  standards,  etc." 
"The  solution  of  problems  which  arise  in  connection  with 
standards,  etc."  Kindly  read  the  abo:ve  citation  of  sixteen 
lines,  then  judge  it  for  yourselves.  ,  „     ,  , 

The  functions  of  ike  Bureau  of  Stamdards  seem  to  be 
most  liberal,  full  and  complete,  to  fully  cover  the  researdi 
work  of  register  and  record  of  almost  any  scientific  investi- 
M'lon.  Besides  the  Bureau  is  comparatively  new,  only  in 
die  formative  state,  its  scope,  object  and  purpose  is  eon- 
8Candy  being  widened  and  made  more  useful  by  Congress 
from  time  to  time  for  all  the  people.  Hence,  if  the  scien- 
tific solution  of  Relative  Value,  etc,  is  not  eoverft^  «*«t 


kindly  make  your  Congressional  resolution  fully  coverour 
problems,  etc.  Exactly  as  per  my  last  letter  to  you  both  of 
date  July  8,  1917.  , 

In  God's  name,  please  see  Senator  Thomas  s  complete  let- 
ter file  in  this  case,  ten  in  number,  all  very  brief,  but  fully 
eaqilflin  the  imporunce  of  not  deliberately  defaming  the 
sacred  memory  of  our  dearly  beloved,  mutual  friend,  and 
great  benefactor,  the  late  Hon.  Thomas  M.  Coolcy.  His 
sacred  memory  must  not  be  turned  down  or  slighted  by  the 
Bureau  off  Standards  or  by  the  Congress;  it  must,  it  will, 
yes,  it  shall  be  maintained.  Had  he  not  ^cn  ase  the  rules, 
principles  and  foundation  to  work  with  more  than  forty 
years  ago,  Relative  Value  probably  would  not  be  solved 
today.  Hence,  he  is  clearly  entitled  to  more  credit  than  I 
in  the  scientific  solution  of  Relative  Value,  and  I  wish  your 
Congressional  resolution  to  make  this  fact  clear. 

Skwld  sHmy  poUHes  uppem  hi  any  form  shun  and  shame 
it  to  Hades  or  lower— for  your  fellow  men,  the  common 
good,  etc.  Faithfully  stick  to  this  matter,  do  not  accept  no 
for  «n  answer  from  any  source  and  I  know  you  will  be 
speedily  successful  in  |ivio||  to  humanity  periiaps  the  world  s 

greatest  blessing.  .     ,  ,  u 

My  public  typing  expense  of  thousands  of  letters  on  world 
problems  would  have  discouraged  many  less  persirtent  and 
courageous  private  workers.  In  addition  to  nua  I  hnvn  for 
many  years  suffered  under  written  protest  to  our  local 
assessor  from  $100J)0  to  \mm  or  more  loss  each  year 
because  off  wilful  error  hy  poUtieal  or  arbitrary  taxation. 
To  illustrate  I  herewith  enclose  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Allen  Foote,  of  date  June  2b,  1917,  and  my  reply  to  him  of 
date  July  2,  1917.  With  this  information  before  you  I  think 
we  may  safely  dismiss  the  question  of  the  solution  of  Relative 
Fa/n«.  its  solution  being  manifestly  proved  and  generally 
admitted.  The  next  important  step  is  to  make  its  ms0  mi 
inestimable  value  known  to  all  people  for  humanity. 

Here  we  have  met  fierce  opposition  by  wilful,  arbitrary, 
political  and  jealous  obstructionists,  many  of  whose  names 
will  surprise  America  and  the  world  if  generally  made 
known,  some  in  high  official  positions,  many  being  long  on 
poblie,  quasi-ptfblic  and  corporation  stipends  and  supposed 
to  be  our  duly  qualified  experts  in  our  leading  collegcs> 

universities,  etc.  .  ^ 

L  I  would  now  suggest  tiiat  you  gentlemen  and  Mr.  hoote 
qjoiekly  come  to  the  rescue  and  help  me  fight  and  speedily 
win  this  great  battle  for  liberty  and  freedom.  He  can  tell 
you  of  much  of  my  work,  secret  struggle  and  fight  to  date. 
He  knows  many  of  these  obstructionists,  but  perhaps  not 
all  of  them,  their  commanding,  influential,  far-reaching  in- 
fluence, etc.  1  feel  he  is  almost  the  only  one  I  can  fully 
trust  in  getting  a  aquare  deal,  quick,  just  action  on  Relative 

Value,  etc.  n  -j 

Gentlemen,  he  is  the  founder  and  Honorary  President 
of  the  National  Tax  Association,  a  publicist,  a  writer  of 
much  force  and  cMUty,  and  I  understand  a  personal  acquaint- 
ance of  Senator  Shafroth.  His  present  address  it  Cosmoa 
Qub,  Washington,  D.  C.  ,  .     .  . 

Naturally,  Relative  Value  in  orderly  development  was 
forced  to  sometimes  severely  criticise  many  or  all  the  ob- 
structionists, their  wrong,  obsolete  methods;  I  suppose  they 
have  no  strong  love  for  or  my  work,  among  others  a 
Mr.  William  Young,  who  was  the  so-called  expert  with  tiie 
Somers  System  when  it  was  first  partially  installed  m  Den- 
ver m  1911,  who  on  Monday,  October  16,  1916,  m  an 
article,  The  Evening  Statesman  of  Austin,  Texajt,  oontems 
an  alleged  commendation  to  the  Somers  System  fr«n  New- 
ton D.  Baker,  Sec*y  of  War  and  former  Mayor  off  Cleve- 
land Ohio.  etc.  Now  just  what  influence  pedagogical,  polit- 
ical, arbitrary,  etc.,  the  secretary  of  war  may  ^ve  Wi A  the 
Borean  nf  Stwidards,  etc..  1  do  not  know.  To  illustrate, 
I  herewith  send  you  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  George  J. 
Kindel  to  Mr.  S.  J.  Von  Konneritz,  Ass't  Casluer  NatioMl 
Bank  of  Austin,  Texas,  of  date  October  25.  1916.  Also  Mr 
S.  J.  Von  Konneritz'  letter  to  me  of  date  October  1^"|<I 
my  reply  in  pencil  on  the  same  sheet  of  date  Oetober 

*^2^'  I  suggest  that  you  gentlemen  quickly  confront  the  ^ 
Bureau  of  Standards  with  alt  Ae  correspondence  between 
Senator  Thomas,  yourselves,  Mr.  Allen  Ripley  Foote  and 
mvself.  or  as  much  of  the  record  as  you  may  deem  proper, 
diplomatic  and  wise,  Uieo  if  you  lail  to  gel  justice  you  have 
my  penmatiea  to  wakt  kaown  tiie  bmom  of  these  mm 
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their  acts,  conduct,  corrospondence.  etc.,  so  timt  the  puhhc 
may  know  who  its  friends  or  traitors  are.  I  am  told  perhaps 
the  public  press  would  pay  a  pretty  penny  for  this  just 

expose  and  valuable  information.  ^  .   .  _   

1  I  would  auggest  tiiat  you  give  Relative  Value,  my 
brief  treatise  on  taxation,  etc..  snch  Congresnonal  resolu- 
tion  as  may  seem  fit.  proper  and  '^.P^'^^^h? 
million  or  tton  eopiea  printed  for  giBiienI  4i«tribution  by 

Congress,  etc.   ,  ,„„..^.^*_^  ^ 

If  the  sfliolariy  experu,  men  capable  una  oompsmnt  oi 


*k:«lrSti4  «id  acting  in  ten  or  more  figures,  the  world's 
S^^naSlr:  il;^^^  been  ^ablc  to  find  ,ust  |ault  w  tfc 
Utility  Plan  of  Taxation,  Retetive  Value,  etc.  pra>  why 
ii^l  we  submit  to  tf«  arbitrary  or  political  ruhng  of  a 
«m3l  perhaps  uninformed  governmental  departmenty  1 
Trongly  su^^^^^  J—es  S.  Alexander,  President.  Na- 
a  Ba^k'^)!  Commerce  of  Neu  York,  mightcoo^t  to 
an  opinion  on  Relative  Value;  he  has  seen  part  of 
work.  Yours  very  truly, 

IMflBnienwn  St.        (Signed)      Napoi^n  Wagner. 


Chapter  2 
Sidelights 

SIDELIGHT  NO.  19 

Austin,  Texas,  Oct.  19,  1914 

Dr.  Napoleon  Wagner, 

Denver,  Colorado. 
Dear  Doctor:  , 

Your  kind  letter  of  the  16th  to  hand.   From  the  tenor  of 
aame  I  am  afraid  you  have  misnnderstood  my  request. 

I  mer^  wanted  to  counteraet  at  Erst  the  bombasuc  clatm 
of  the  Somers  people.  They  arc  claiming  here  in  Texas 
that  tiicir  system  is  the  best,  based  on  scientific  principles, 
ahiolutely  correct,  better  tiian  anything  yet  devised.  And 
wherever  in  the  United  States  their  system  has  in- 
stalled it  has  proved  successful  and  everybody  satisfted.  It 
k  aaay  to  install,  easy  to  carry  out,  and  miMfeo  n«mr 

can  occur,  ctc^  etc.  ,   .     «  c— - 

Now  when  the  advance  agent  of  the  Somers  System  gets 
up  In  die  meeting  and  humbugs  the  people  m  trying  to 
make  tiiem  believe  their  system  is  a  "*P?if^ 
drug  Uiat  will  "cure"  any  disease,  I  wanted  a  short  letter 
from  an  expert  and  student  like  yourself,  who  has  made 
a  study  of  taxation  problems,  to  counteract  tiie  first  bom- 
bastic" claim  and  then  proceed  into  the  details  later  on. 
Yes,  I  am  a  believer  in  giving  alt  a  'square  deal. 

My  time  is  so  Uken  up  that  I  have  not  the  time  to  study 
the  tax  question  as  I  would  like  to,  nor  write  an  article 
on  the  subject  to  enlighten  the  public. 

Thanking  you  for  past  favors,  I  remain,  with  best  per- 
sonal  regards.  Yours  very  truly, 

sonai  regara.,  (Signedl  S.  J.  Von  Koenneritz. 

Will  send  you  the  typewritten  circular  back  in  *  few  days. 
I  want  to  show  it  to  Mr.  Htynes,  our  eommisaieaer. 


Denver,  Colo.,  Oct.  24,  1916. 

Mr.  S.  J.  Von  Koenneritz, 

Austin,  Texas.  •     .  w 

Dear  Sir:  Yours  of  the  16th  and  19th  inst.  received.  We 
from  what  yon  say  Austin,  Texas,  is  having  a  clear 
case  of  politics  predominating  over  taxation,  econonnies  and 
science.  If  your  city  authorities  were  open-minded,  fair  and 
willing  to  ^  your  entire  city  an  honest  investigation,  they 
would  in  the  direct  scientific  and  economic  interest  of  the 
entire  State  of  Texas  publish  and  thoroughly  prove  the 
verity  of  all  papers  now  in  your  possession.  It  this  is 
properly  done  we  believe  it  will  result  in  refusing  or  throw- 
ing  out  the  so-called  Somers  system,  thereby  savmg  yoor 
city  Ujmm  and  perhaps  many  miUiow  ai  dollars  to  A© 
buluMe  of  your  state  and  country.  #r  • 

See  our  Taxation  1911  just  revised,  and  our  Taxation 
No.  2,  etc  see  pages  7-16.  22,  29  and  42,  Also  cop.es  of 
our  protests  referred  to  on  pages  14  and  15.  which  shot 
to  pieces"  or  put  out  of  commission  the  Somers  system 

in  Denver.  ■    .  ■ 

We  have  referred  your  letter  for  additional  answer  to 
Hon.  George  J.  Kindel  of  Denver,  formerly  a  member  of 
our  city  council  and  a  member  of  Congress.  W^ashington, 
D  C.  Perhaps  you  had  better  have  copies  made  of  our 
original  protects  for  future  use  before  returning  the  ongmal 
to  me.  Sincerely  yours. 

1101  £mef«on  St.        (Signed)      Napoleon  Wagner. 

SIDELIGHT  NO.  20 

Denver,  Colo.,  Oct.  25,  1916. 

Mr.  S.  J.  Von  Koenneritz, 

Ass*t  Cashier  St.  f4at.  Bank^ 
Austin»  Texas. 
Dear  Sir: 


Your  letter  of  the  IM  inat.  to  Dr.  Napoleon  Wagner 
was  handed  to  me  for  annrar  in  «let«we  to  the  Somers 

^'STl^^^^  1911,  1  stated  to  Dr,  Wagner  .hat  a  .a 
J^isor  and  a  member  of  the  ^^^^^^^"^^^ 
IjCThad  occasion  to  investigate  and  Pf*  <» 
riuTSMnera  System,  and  1  found  it  about  as  harmonious 
^5  SSSL  -JTT^y  quilt  and  on  with  the  illogical 

and  unjust  Colorado  Freight  Rate  TartlF. 

I  nowadd  that  I  think  less  of  the  Somers  System  than 
1  SidT  1911.  because  since  that  timeU'-  Wa^has  more 
clearly  analyzed  and  more  fully  exposed  tae  many 

"^ifThT^my  persona  knowledge,  »vy>.'",«°y 
conscientious  -T*"^^ 
this  subjeett  lor  whiflh  mm  wncW  ow«i  ■«  •  •» 

*^t  wiuld  seem  that  any  city  in  tins  ndv^iced  day  and  a*| 
that  ndopts  the  Somers  System  ought  to  pay  the  fiddler,  yet 
wTheTof  politics-ridden  cities  1J«  Los  Angeles 
tand,  OregoTlwv*  ^  ^  caught  and  now  they  seemto 
be  after  the  larger  citSet  nf  T«ttS,  with  their  wtty.  humbug 

''^ZSIlZ^'.y^  or  pimi  m  Ac  Somers  or 
.vrtMTwas  first  tried  in  Denver,  in  1911,  1  wesa  public^ 

^de  a  wager  of  $1,000.00,  which 
SrSa  ly  press  for^e  days  or  weeks,  that  die  Somers  Sy^ 
Sm  was  neither  based  on  scientific  prmmplea,  nor  was^ 
enpable  of  rendering  mathematically  correct  or  1»«J'™ 
tiwfor  assesamenu  for  taxation,  or  for  any  other  PUJP***- 

The  then  mayor,  Arnold,  who  was  the  promoter  «md 
adopter  of  the  Somers  System,  was  unmercifully  repudwted 
by  the  voters  of  Denver,  at  the  "•'^^''^^^  , 

Nevertheless,  Denver  was  buncoed  out  oi  >4,000  by  giv- 
ing the  rotten,  outlandish,  hi#i  and  low  valuatiOB,  unter-^ 
menious  to  science,  mathematics  or  common  sense,  to  an 
area  which  embraced  about  one  huqdred  blocks  in  the  busi- 
ness section  of  the  city.  j  .l. 

It  was  my  effort,  aided  by  Dr.  Wagner,  that  saved  the 
citv  $300,000.00  further  waste  of  money  and  much  chagrin. 

In  my  opinion,  the  Somers  System  could  only  thrive  or 
prevail  where  cities  are  controlled  by  poUtiemtts,  or  worM)» 
or  where  ignorance  prevails. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  say,  as  a  citizen  and  reformer,  that 
I  have  no  other  ambition  than  to  be  right,  and  it  possible, 
to  convince  others.  ^^P*^^"**^  ^'^Sl!  ,  w««« 

SIDBUGHT  NO.  21 

Denver,  Colo.,  Aug.  17.  1917. 

Hon.  John  F.  Shlrfrod^ 

U.  S.  Senate,  WashSngTWI,  D.  C 
Dear  Mr.  Shafroth: 

Is  it  consistent  for  President  Wilson  to  proclaim,  viz., 
"Ever>thing  That  Bears  Semblance  of  Privilejie  Must  be 
Abolished,"  etc.,  and  then  to  permii.  tolerate,  suffer  or 
allow  his  Secretery  of  War,  Mr.  Huker,  to  loan  his  personal 
and  official  influence  to  conimnid  the  so-called  Somers  or 
Unit  System  of  Taxation,  as  per  the  article  publishf^  in  die 
Bming  Stateanta  of  Austin,  Texas.  October  ISlh,  mbf 
and  «a  per  mv  last  letter  to  you  July  18th,  1917? 

Has  not  this  so-called  system  been  proven  largely  by 
their  own  representettves  to  be  error,  special  privilege  of  the 
deepest  dye,  if  not  a  rank  fraud?  Is  it  not  hi^  time  that 
we  are  taking  some  of  the  mote  out  of  our  own  eye?  How, 
by  qnddy  ptonnl^iting  ReUttive  V«l»e»  Utility^  n  trae  eya^ 
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tern,  M  demonstrated  and  proven  by  facts  since  1911,  not 
an  uncertain  false  system,  as  mere  opinion  and  the  so-called 
Somers  System,  which  has  been  fully  expoeed  l>y  deAon- 
stration,.  tabulation  and  proved  to  be  ftross  error. 

Owing  to  much  indisputable  proof  now  m  my  possesion 
there  seems  to  exist  a  considerable  amount  of  antipathyt 
bias,  prejudice  or  jealousy  on  behalf  of  some  of  the  members 
of  the  profession  of  political  economy  against  all  my  stu^e^ 
writing  and  original  research  work  in  endeavoring  to  find 
a  proper  solution  of  the  lon^-standing,  moot  problem  of 
Relative  Value.  Perhaps  justly  so,  for  my  free  and  mrfe- 
peodent,  possibly  sometimes  caustic,  personal  criticism 
a^nst  the  entire  scientific  profession,  both  in  theory  and 
practice,  for  the  failure  to  right  wrong  and  expose  many 
great  patent  economic  errors. 

Nuvv.  "ith  this  explanation.  I  kindly  ask  that  you  and  the 
Confess  make  due  allowance  for  any  and  all  sneaking  or 
poKtieal  opposition  to  any  part  of  my  reasoning,  conclusions 
or  work.  I  only  ask  fair  treatment  on  a  fuU  and  complete 
hearing,  not  snap  judgment.  The  Utility  System  of  taxation 
proelaims  liberty,  equality,  fraternity  and  justice,  as  against 
mere  opinion  and  the  Somers  System,  which  proclaims 
tyranny,  privilege,  arbitrary  and  social  inequality,  class 
against  the  mass. 

Will  you  kindh  get  in  touch  with  Hon.  Allen  R.  Foote, 
Cosmos  Club.  Washington,  D.  C?  Please  let  him  see  all 
the  letters,  eorrespondence,  etc.,  in  this  case  betueen  Sen- 
ator Thomas,  yourself,  the  Bureau  of  Standards  aqd  myself, 
1^  especially  my  last  letter  to  you,  July  ISth,  1917,  tke 
Kimdel  letter,  October  25th,  1916.  and  the  Von  Koennerttz 
UU0r,  Oct.  I9th,  1916,  and  my  reply  to  kirn.  Also  tlus  let- 
ter; he  will  be  able,  perhaps,  to  give  yon  extremely  vahMble 
assistanee  in  Ibis  most  worthy  cause. 

I  enclose  copy  of  a  four-page  typed  paper  to  the  Rocky 
Mountain  News,  Denver,  Colorado,  of  date  Nov.  17,  1916. 
It  was  accepted  for  publication  b>  two  of  our  leadmg  daily 
papers,  but  for  some  reason  it  has  not  as  yet  been  published, 
hence  for  the  present  it  matt  be  treated  as  strictly  confi- 
dential. Please  let  Mr,  Atten  R.  Poot«  see  it  and  then 
kindly  return  it  to  me.  ^  r 

It  is  said  **the  solntion  and  proper  application  of  Relative 
Value  will  be  of  ^renter  value  to  humanity  than  the  war 
between  the  North  and  South  to  free  the  slaves.  Relative 
Vatoe  economically  frees  the  boodmen  of  the  world."  Is  it 
any  wonder,  then,  that  the  average  mind  perhaps  fails  to 
irasp  the  full,  meaning  of  Relative  Value?  Its  real  value, 
perhaps,  eannot  be  estimated  even  by  ten  or  more  figures. 
Was  it  not  tersely  and  beautifully  stated  by  the  late  Hon. 
Hiomas  M.  Cooley,  viz.:  "The  solution  of  Relative  Value 
worid  probably  be  the  world's  greatelt  faanMn  benefnetionF' 

Yours  truly, 

1101  Emerson  St.         (Signed)      Napoleon  Waon». 


I  SIWLIGHT  NO.  22 

Denver,  Colo^  Oct.  10,  1917. 
Senator  John  F.  Shafroth,  and 
Hon.  Allen  R.  Foote, 

WashinitiMif  D.  C 

^^MlSi^pSrt^s  lettfcrs  of  Sept.  28th  and  Oct.  3d,  1917  re- 
eeived.  Owing  to  Senator  Shafroth's  absence  from  both 
Wnriiington  and  Denver,  I  had  extra  copies  typed  of  the 
correapondeooe-encepting  your  letter  to  me  of  date  June 
26th,  and  mv  letters  to  you  of  date  July  2d  and  Sept.  Wth, 
1917,  which  you  have.  Kindly  add  them  to  the  corteapom" 
dem€t,  together  with  this  letter,  which  should  make  the 
tffMWcript  fairly  complete  to  date  and  we  hope  clearly  under- 

■taadable  to  any  mind. 

1.  We  hope  to  get  a  fair,  not  an  afbiMry^  heofing,  from 
die  Bureau  of  Standards.  «  . 

2.  If  not,  perhaps  Secretary  off  War,  Mr.  Baker,  may, 
when  he  fully  understands  this  case  and  its  |^Mt  iwor* 
tance,  aid  you  to  get  recognition  and  justice. 

3.  If  not.  please  do  not  hesitate  one  molheot,  butlundly 
clearly  and  fully  put  the  whole  correspondeoee  and  pmlem 
before  President  Wilson  for  proper  action. 

4.  Then,  with  the  «freM  tmrd,  tramscHpt,  ^''^-^J^^wr 
{■vorable  or  unfavorable,  gO  diiwetly  before  me  CooirMa 
and  yon  eemmot  fail,  ^ 

There  is  a  '^gger"  in  the  woodi^lo  and  we  nraat  anolce 


him  out.  America  turned  down  the  scientific  solution  of 
the  submarine  problem.  It  is  not  likely  she  will  be  cav^t 
napping  soon  again.  She  is  not  turning  down  the  astounding 
fuelless  engine  problem,  but  ordered  a  scientific  investigation, 
etc.,  just  as  she  should,  and  evidently  will  do  iu  the  future 
in  all  sanely  based  problems,  and  not  fooli-hlv  risk  losing 
miliiont  of  lives  as  well  as  inestimable  value  in  money,  to- 
gether widi  liberty  and  freedom  of  the  world.  The  whole 
civilized  world  is  saying  "never  ajjain." 

We  are  not  asking  for  money,  only  a  fair  hearing,  a  chance 
to  make  goad,  that  whUh  is  already  admitted  M  be  a 
proven  fact. 

1  had  Senator  Shafroth  send  you  carbon  copy  of  my  article 
to  the  Rocky  Mountain  News,  dated  Nov.  17.  1916,  simply 
to  let  >ou  see  what  arbitrary,  unfair  (rotten)  politics  we 
have  in  Denver. 

We  hold  the  Secretary  of  War,  Mr.  Baker,  the  Bureau 
of  Standards,  should  not,  nor  sliould  any  honesc  man,  loan 
his  private  or  oHicial  influence  to  commend  selfishness,  greed, 
or  the  so-called  Somers  System  of  Taxation,  because  that 
means  special  privilege,  which  is  the  real  cause  of  the 
present  world  war.  President  Wilson,  with  full  Americmi 
authority  and  power,  entered  the  world  war  to  prevent  this 
evil,  hence  we  contend  his  Secretary  of  War  should  not  be 
permitted  to  propagate  this  evil.  % 

When  we  get  entirely  free  from  special  privilege  we  have 
gone  a  long  way  to  prevent  all  war.  Jieal  Relative  Value, 
as  clearly  demonstrated  and  very  conclusively  proven,  by 
Utility  Taxation,  will  perhaps  be  the  nearest  ideal  law  and 
principle  to  prevent  all  wars.  It  will  break  and  utterly 
destroy  the  stranglehold  which  certain  capitalistic  groups 
have  upon  the  'Government  of  the  United  States  in  Wash- 
ington, and  in  the  commercial  capitals  of  all  countries 
in  the  world. 

The  Important  thing  to  them,  the  foes  of  the  freedom 
and  progress  of  the  people,  is  to  prevent  the  government 
becoming  in  fact  what  it  is  in  theory,  to  pot  in  pent  both 
Propertv  Rights  and  Human  Ki^hts. 

The  law,  principal  and  fad,  exemplified  by  Relative  Value, 
is  true  Democracy,  economic  and  social  justice,  the  freedom 
of  the  bond-slaves  of  the  world,  by  preventing  human  waste, 
unhelped  by  privilege  himself  and  unhampered  by  the  privi- 
lege of  others.  . 

The  Utility  System  of  ascerUining  Relative  Value  has 
been  a  slow  growth;  it  arose  out  of  the  sure  and  stern 
teachings  off  experience,  to  the  conception  of  the  need  in 
America  and  the  world  of  a  strong,  just  and  able  govern- 
ment, which  would  bring  equality  off  opportunity  and  hnman 
welfare  to  the  great  mass  of  the  people  everywhere,  of 
truth,  honor  and  liberty.  Inaction  or  vacillation  spells 
national  peril;  action  and  adoption  spells  national  duty  and 
safety,  primarily  for  America,  but  also  for  the  salvation  off 
Democracy  and  fair  play  to  humanity  throughout  the  world, 
by  deeds,  not  by  words,  to  effeetwdlf  strangle  atU^aey 
evetfwhere,  thereby  making  the  whole  World  indepead«nti 
free  and  safe  for  all  the  people.  ,      .  «, 

I  am  in  thifl  cause  with  my  whole  heart  and  soul.  We 
shall  not  rest  from  our  labors  until  our  task  is  done;  then 
there  shall  be  social  and  industrial  justice  fur  every  man 
and  every  woman.  .     ,  . 

Mr.  Foote,  I  speak  plainly  because  I  am  talkmg  for  the 
Utility  System  of  Taxatioti.  (I  have  been  told  repeatedly 
how  unfair  and  ongentlemanly  it  was  in  our  former  Sec- 
retary and  editor  of  the  National  Tax  Association  Bulletin, 
Professor  Thomas  F.  Adams,  in  publishing  his  side  off  "a 
short  talk  to  assessors,  what  is  value,  etc.,"  and  then  refuse 
to  publish  my  side  or  replv,  part  two,  "Shall  the  Blind  Lead 
the  Blind,  etc."  This  manifest  great  error  and  wrong 
seemed  to  be  arbitrarily  soatained  by  the  executive  com- 
mittee, without  giving  me  any  chance  ffor  a  hearing,  vriiich 
was  concurred  in  and  approved  by  the  present  seeretary, 
Professor  Faifdiild,  who  seems  to  be  a  mere  "shadow"  off 
the  former  secretary.  Professor  Adams.  Is  Editor  Dewe^ 
of  the  American  Economic  Association,  not  anoAer  "Aadow** 
of  Professor  Adams,  because  he  also  rafosed  cma  to  pMA 
mv  paper.  Relative  Value?  Why? 

Now,  if  these  associations  are  so  oondocted,  as  close  oor- 
poratioos,  so  that  fair  treatment  cannot  be  had,  unless  one 
is  a  member  of  dieir  caste,  then  1  think  the  public  should 
know  it.  I  would  make  Hghi  n  hi|her  ideal  than  caste  or 
polities*  I  wo«W  «ot  £«mpt  any  wotfdir  nsioeMtion;  hot  I 
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would  modify  and  purify  from  within— bocanse  tt  cannot  bo 
reaehed  or  properly  done  from  without. 

We  enter  a  gigauHc  protest  against  this  apparent  stupra- 
dous  betrayal  of  professors  of  political  economy,  eoUeies 
and  universities,  all  playing  politics  to  prevent  a  fair  mves- 
tigation,  hearing  or  adoption  for  humanity.  " 
bleeding  in  the  grip  of  spies  and  traitors  to  its  best  interests. 
Utility  is  making  heroic  efforts  to  liquidate  the  sms  of  the 
old  regime  and  to  liberate  humanity  from  the  grip  of  arbi- 
trary, autocratic  aristocracy,  whidi  has  fortified  and  spraU 
its  activities  everywhere,  under  the  guise  of  oprnton,  com- 
munity opinion,  etc,  as  a  basis  to  as«wtam  values  for  taxa- 
tion.  Graft,  treason  and  speeiai  privilege  is  the  object 
so^it  to  be  obtained  by  this  regime  m  the  direct  interest 
of  their  toMten— Privilege,  Privilege,  Privilege. 
We  can  curb  inordinate  groed  and  aoMahMsa  only  hy  pn* 

venting  special  privilege.  ,     _     j    i  ^ 

Mr.  Foote,  1  find  by  experience  my  closest  and  clearest 
reasodng  is  largely  pradoced  in  writing  and  flo«wering  let- 
ters; hence,  our  treatise  on  Economies  and  Taxation  wm 
contain  some  of  these  letters.  ,     ...  ,         , . 

Gentlemen,  if  yon  Aink  proper,  I  will  have  this  entwo 
correspondence  or  transcript  printed  and  put  in  the  huids 
of  each  of  the  members  of  the  next  Congress  ffor  flwir  elonr 
information,  together  with  any  other  matter  deemed  proper, 
or  to  the  press  for  the  pnblic  Is  it  not  our  duty  to  do  ov 
share  of  the  work?  We  cannot  depend  upon  "George 
doing  it  alL 

I  have  not  received,  as  yot,  the  papers  referred  to  in  your 

last  letter  to  me.  «.  j  1017 

**The  Post  of  Denver,  Colorado.  SepteMer  23rd,  1917, 

says  the  "Senate  of  Austin,  Texas,  impeaehod  the  Governor 

of  Texas."  Sincerely  yours, 

1101  Bmmm  St       (SliMd)     Namlbon  Wagnwl 


Exhibit  No.  1 : 

In  diese  times  when  every  national  mistake  means,  per- 
haps,  irreparable  delay  and  loss  to  humanity,  we  sho«Ud  be 
very  cowardly  iff  we  shrank  from  telling  the  truth  merely  bo- 
canse to  state  die  facts  (which  occurred  nearly  two  years  ago, 
Oct.  16,  1916,  in  Austin,  Texas)  mi^t  imply  eriticism^ 
somebody.  But,  in  truth  and  fair  play,  has  absohstely  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  present  war  erims. 

Permit  us  to  say  these  remarks  are  not  ffor  discourage- 
ment,  or  to  in  any  way  injure  anyone,  but  for  the  slreugUian- 
ing  of  heart  that  eomes  with  looking  squarely  at  realities. 

This  is  no  time  to  tear  down  or  detract  from  any  ffc|dOT^ 
official  or  from  his  reputation,  but  we  do  instst,  Ml  me 
time^  any  time,  or  the  present  time  is  the  proper  time  to 
correct  an  admitted  national-wide  error,  which  may  bo  done 
in  one  minute's  time,  ffor  the  inestimable  benefit  to  the 
entire  human  ffamily. 

Our  eonteotion  is  that  no  man  or  type  off  men  are  too  big, 
important  or  busy  to  face  abont,  in  order  to  corroet  a 
serious  error  or  testimonial,  and  especially  when  that  error 
uncorrected  seriously  touches  the  very  heart  and  soul  of 
eivilization.  A  man  may  be  able  to  run  very  fast,  but  he 
can  never  run  fast  enough  to  get  away  from  his  mistakes. 
They  must  either  be  corrected,  righted  or  maintained  in 
error  at  die  risk  of  his  reputation.  Because  troA  must  and 
will  in  the  end  profoiL  Shall  wo  not  lift  np  «  atandard 
for  die  people? 

p.  S^Mr.  Poote,  kindly  add  here  a  copy  off  your  letter  to 
me  of  date  June  26th,  and  off  my  letters  to  you  of  dates 
July  2nd  and  Sept.  18d^  1917,  together  with  copy  of  my 
paper,  gdloy  proof  piin^  on  Roladvo  Valna.         N.  W* 


SIDELIGHT  NO,  23 
Cosmos  Club,  Washington,  D.  C,  June  21^  1917. 
Napoleon  Wagner,  M.  D., 
Denver,  Colorado. 
My  dear  Mr.  Wagner: 

Your  letters  of  May  18th,  with  its  enclosures,  addressed 
to  American  Progress  Co.,  Washington,  D.  C^  and  also  your 
letter  of  June  20th,  addressed  to  me  personally  at  315  Lm- 
wood  Avenue,  Columbus,  O.,  enclosing  a  galley  reprint  of 
your  article  on  "Relative  Value"  and  a  P.  P..  money  order 
for  $2  to  cover  your  subscription  to  American  Progross 
Magazine  for  one  year,  were  duly  received. 
I  «m        gliul  indeed  to  hear  from  you  and  to  have  the 


assurance  of  your  interest  in  and  cooperation  with  ray  iiew 
undertaking— the  publishing  off  American  Progress  Magazine. 

Please  make  a  note  of  the  fact  diat  I  am  no  longer  Imni 
in  Columbus,  Ohio.  I  am  now  permanently  located  m 
Washington,  D.  C.  and  until  1  can  afford  ■  witably  equipped 
permanent  office  I  shall  receive  my  rami  at  Ae  Uosasos 
Club 

It  must  he  a  satisfaction  to  you  to  find  in  offering  your 
article  on  "Relative  Value"  at  this  time,  so  long  after  it  was 
flirst  written,  that  it  needs  no  revision.  This  is  the  best 
compliment  a  writer  can  pay  to  his  production.  In  my  own 
experience,  when  I  have  oeeaaion  to  refer  back  to  ooaso- 
thing  I  wrote  years  ago  and  Hnd  that,  in  case  I  want  to  use 
it  on  today  I  can  do  so  without  cfaan^ng  it,  i  always  say 
to  m^elf— this  shows  the  admtage  of  hnvhig  done  the 
right  at  the  start.  A  thing  that  as  troo  when  it  is 
born  remains  true  throughout  ite  life.       ^  ^  , 

Shiee  yon  wrote  Ais  nrticio  you  have  had  close  contact 
widi  many  minds  and  have  received  the  benefit  of  mucta 
critieism.  If,  after  all  this,  you  feel  that  you  can  put  the 
artidO  out  aa  yon  originally  wrote  it,  yon  are  dennonstrating 
that  you  believed  it  to  be  right  when  yo«  wrote  it  and  that 
you  still  believe  it  to  be  right.      .  ,   .    .  „  , 

With  regsrd  to  pnblishmgdus  article  in  American  Progress 
Magazine,  I  will  say  that  my  plans  for  this  ma^sme  are 
far  from  being  developed  to  a  point  which  justilies  aso  m 
beginning  to  tUnk  dioat  tlie  contenu  off  its  first  nnrabor. 
When  1  have  secured  the  support  ffor  my  work  that  I  mirtt 
necessarily  have  before  1  can  enter  upon  ttie  wont  of  pub- 
lication, 1  shall  be  in  position  to  consider  what  wilt  be  used 
as  the  contents  of  ite  first  number  and  have  a  pretty  dw 
conception  of  what  several  sueoeeding  nmnbers  "My  be. 
While  I  believe  I  shall  succeed,  you  know  that  nothing 
of  this  kind  is  an  nssnrod  fact  until  it  .  can  be  properly 
financed.  In  case  this  is  not  done,  the  two  dollars  yon  h««o 
sent  me  will  be  returned  to  you. 

On  the  othpr  hand,  when  it  U  done,  as  1  tiioroughly  be- 
lieve it  will  be,  I  dudl  take  great  pleasoro  in  submitting 
yoor  contribution  to  the  editorial  staff  then  employed  upon 
the  marine  and  ask  them  to  give  it^  pubUcatioo.  1  will 
retain  the  copy  yon  have  sent  no  for  ^s  p«poeo» 

If^UndfoiHds,  ginBsrolryoys, 

Allbn  R.  Foute. 


SIDEUGHT  NO.  24 

Dwver»  Colo^  Jniy  2.  1917. 

Mr.  Allen  R.  Foote, 

Cosmos  Club,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Dear  Mr.  Foote: 

Your  good  and  very  much  appreciated  letter  of  the  26th 
ult.  received,  for  which  1  sincerely  thank  you. 

The  foundation,  the  chirf  fundamental  rules  and  principles 
for  the  solution  of  the  then  moot  problem,  "Relative  Value, 
were  laid  in  1877-1879  under  the  personal  gpudaflO*  and 
direction  of  the  late  Hon.  Thomas  M.  Cooley.  Sineo  than 
I  have  spent  a  great  many  hours  and  days  in  de^dio^lt 
seeking  the  key,  the  acceptable  approved  '^^'^  "^^^Jg^ 
always  susceptible  to  absolute  proof  of  truth— tt^  rf  pesaiblo, 
achieve  the  proper  solution  of  Relative  Valne. 

Off  course,  1  Imve  not  given  eoottnoons  work  or  mental 
concentration  of  thought  to  the  problem,  but  off  and  on 
for  the  past  forty  years,  yes.   For  the  past  eighteen  years 
I  have  given  it  eonsiderabio  attention,  aa  evidenced  by  dte 
dates  of  some  of  my  papers,  both  official  and  private.  For 
the  past  eight  years  1  have  given  it  much  of  my  time,  as 
evidenced  by  my  writing  letters,  protests,  pamphlets,  etc  It 
would  seem  I  could  never  entirely  get  away  from  the  prob- 
lem, and  yet  I  apparently  did  try  hard  to  cease  thinking 
abont  it,  when  I  later  took  a  oourse  in  and  practiced  medi- 
cine for  many  years,  but  this  new  diversion  was  entered  upon 
largely  because  of  my  ill  health  in  Ohio;  then  I  thought 
it  was  ill-health,  nsthma.   Now  1  ttiidc  it  was  and  is  the 
finger  of  d^^mf  difoetini  onr  otory  net»  thought,  word 

and  deed.  • 
So  perhaps  we  ean  and  dMMild  give  all  eredH  f  thf  proper 

foundation  as  the  real  reason  for  little,  if  any,  material  alter- 
ation or  change  in  my  early  work,  compared  to  the  preseiit. 
Time,  experience,  demonstration  and  tabulation  seem  only 
to  add  to  the  original  '.ndispotable  proof  off  accuracy  and 
truth  in  the  solution  of  Uncle  Sam^s  and  perhaps  the  woHvO 
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jnatcst  economic  itAveir  problem:  REAL  RELATIVE 
VALUF.  It  is  verv  ^ood  and  kind  of  you  in  accepting  and 
^Bmini  to  publish  my  paper,  RELATIVE  VALUE,  in  the 
first  number  of  the  American  Progress  Magazine. 

It  has  irritated  me  a  bit  because  of  the  inertia,  the  ap- 
parent lack  ol  appreciation  of  tlie  importance  o£  the  solution 
of  the  economic  great  problem,  RELATIVE  VALUE.  The 
apparent  delay  of  our  organized  associftdona,  supposed  lo 
be  scientifically  constituted  up  to  the  present  time,  in  prac- 
tieally  ^ling  to  give  even  meagre  promuljiation  of  this  great 
Bfoblem.  Of  course,  if  our  problem  cannot  get  a  fair  hear- 
faig  within  the  regular  chaimel  of  organized  scientific  soeie- 
tics,  then  it  will  necessarily  be  forced  to  seek  proper  recog- 
nition, support  and  due  approval,  in  spite  of  the  associations 
on  the  outside* 

Arc  these  assoeiatiQiiS,  and  many  of  our  leadmg  colleges, 
measuring  np  to  the  ordinary  standard  of  practical  useful- 
ness and  efficiency,  which  the  public  have  an  inherent  right 
to  demand,  or  are  they  slackers,  cowards,  weaklings,  afraiJ 
of  their  shadow,  to  make  known  a  scientific  provtn  truth f 
We  should  have  aggressive,  positive  standards,  not  merely  a 
forum  for  debate  or  discussion,  not  passive,  wishy-washy, 
but  standards  to  investigate  and  properly  make  known  all 
seientifie  thoaibt  op  to  date;  by  gi^g  its  value  immedi- 
ately to  all  the  people,  not  neJrt  year  or  the  bcxI,  etfif,  or  to 
be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Are  not  all  such  societies,  associations  or  colleges  ob- 
structionists, and  a  detriment  rather  than  a  benefit  to  any 
community  in  the  world?  Pray,  of  what  value  can  the 
greatest  invention  or  discovery  -  be,  if  it  is  smothered  and 
aoC  quickly  and  freely  given  to  humanity,  with  full  instruc- 
tions for  its  proper  use?  -     ,  . 

What  concerns  me  (no,  the  public)  most  is.  I  have  per- 
haps 400  to  600  pages  of  say  400  words  to  the  I^A^JiJ^jJlJ 
tynk  is  pertinent  and  important  to  the  subject  of  UTILITY 
TAXATION  and  RELATIVE  VALUE,  all  of  which  is 
typed,  but  none  of  which,  as  yet,  has  been  printed.  Perhaps 
1  could  personally  spare  the  money  to  put  this  in  book 
form,  but,  from  my  preset  status,  I  think  diis  not  advisable 
by  me  or  any  individual,  because  it  would  probably  reqmre 
too  much  time  to  beeome  generally  known,  and  ttme  is 
money,  and  in  this  cffMs  the  vNrirtd  needs  Ais  immenee  ad- 

(Ktioiml  value  now. 

We  rather  incline  to  the  idea  off  ^ving  all  this  material, 
valuable  data,  to  a  first-doss  editor  and  publisher,  and  let 
them  work  it  out,  codify,  arrange  and  condense,  if  neces- 
sary, trader  the  aospiees  of  one  or  more  of  our  leading 
scientific  societies,  or  preferably  by  our  U.  S.  Congress. 

In  any  event,  1  wish  you  to  retain  the  $2  should  your 
eentemp4ated  poblication  not  appear,  but  I  sincerely  hope  it 
will:  you  can  perhaps  have  the  paper  published  in  some  one 
or  more  suitable  magazines  for  the  common  good,  etc. 

I  send  you  under  separate  cover,  by  today's  mail,  two 
extra  copies  of  our  Taxation  Nos,  1  and  2,  also  two  extia 
copies  of  gallev  proof  of  Relative  Value.  You  can  l^>c 
more  if  vou  wish,  also  copy  of  a  letter  to  Prof.  T*  S.  Adan»a 
of  date  bee.  25th.  1916,  to  vou  in  confidence. 

Permit  me  to  especiallv  emphasize  the  following  two  lines, 
namelv:  Should  opposition  of  an>  kind  appear,  kindly  a,k 
for  and  demand  the  written  proof,  agamst  any  and  all  my 
writing,  Relative  Value,  etc.,  and  you  will  find  it  will 
speedily  disappear.  Smcerely. 

1101  Emerson  St.  Napolkun  Wagner. 


SUNLIGHT  NO.  2S 

Denver,  Colo.,  SepL  18, 1917. 

Mr.  Allen  R.  Foote. 

Cosmos  Club,  Washington.  D.  C. 

My  dear  Mr.  Foote:  ^.  ,    l  i.  c  c„ 

On  \u^i!st  23rd.  1917.  Hon.  John  F.  Shatroth,  U.  Sen- 
ator from  Colorado,  informed  me,  as  I  understand  his  let- 
ter, that  he  put  at  your  disposal  all  the  letters  and  corn 
spondence  (which  is  not  very  volummotw)  hemeen  Senator 
Oiarlcs  S.  Thomas,  himself,  the  Borean  of  Standards,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  yourself  and  myself,  m  refereoee  to  st.m^  .  J- 
izing  Relative  Value  and  the  Utility  System  of  Taxation, 
etc  This  of  course  was  done  at  my  special  request,  as 
Mrt  of  the  correspondence  fully  explains,  ie  order  if  t;el  a 
Ipeedv  and  just  hearing.  However,  I  realize  that  i  perhaps 
should  have  first  secured  yowr  consent  and  pertnisaton  to 


consider  and  act  in  getting  this  clearly  proven  scientific  prin- 
ciple officially  recognized  by  Congress. 

I  hope  yon  will  not  consider  it  undue  or  improper  pre- 
sumption in  m\  thus  hasty  action.  {My  youngest  brother 
and  his  family  paid  me  a  recent  visit;  they  came  from  their 
home,  Perkins,  Oklahoma,  in  their  auto;  we  have  been 
driving  In  and  through  the  Mountain  Parks  quite  a  bit, 
hence  1  have  been  away  from  the  city  part  of  the  time.) 
However,  I  think  it  is  only  fair  and  ri^ht  that  yo*i  should 
be  paid  for  this  service,  which  1  am  perfectly  willing  to  do; 
hence  enclosed  find  my  check  for  $50.00.  Now,  please  do 
not  say  that  it  is  not  worth  it;  if  you  are  successful,  «Mrf 
«  /  know  yon  will  he.  it  will  probably  be  worth  many  times 
that  amount  to  humanity,  and  if  you  are  satisfied,  I  will  be. 
If  you  do  not  wish  to  accept  my  check  for  this  serMce  as  an 
individual,  you  may  do  so  as  nfy  donation  to  your  ne^v 
magazine,  American  Progress,  which  I  vrish  every  success. 

If  there  is  anvthing  important  that  I  have  not  made  clear, 
let  me  know  and  I  shall  try  to  supply  it.  I  hope  you  have  all 
the  above  correspondence.  Will  yon  kmdly  let  me  know  just 
what  you  have  and.  if  necessary,  I  will  have  Senator  Shat- 
roth supply  what  may  be  missing. 

The  Post  of  Denver,  Colorado,  Sept.  3d,  1917,  sa>  s:  THE 
GOVERNOR  OF  TEXAS  IS  ON  TRIAL  FOR  IM- 
PEACHMENT TODAY  AT  AUSTIN,  TEXAS."  Now. 
may  it  not  be  directly  or  indirectly  from  cause  or  vvrong- 
doing  as  sii^^ested  in  the  Kindel  letter  of  date  October  zSlh, 
1916,  to  Von  koenneritz  of  Austin,  Texas?  A  copy  of  this 
letter  is  in  the  correspondence  to  Senator  SfaafroA. 

Sinoardy  yours, 
UOl  Emerson  St.  NapOLEON  WagNER. 


SIDBUGHT  NO.  26 

Dmver,  Feb.  32,  1918. 

Mr.  Allen  R.  Foote, 

ItiOO  One  St.,  N.       WasUngton,  D.  G. 
Dear  Mr.  Foote: 

I  am  a  sincere  believer  in  brevity  and  condensati**fi  to  the 
extent  that  my  reader  shall  be  relieved  ol  tiie  necessity  of 
wading  throng  a  trcntise  to  get  at  a  fact.    Havi;  ux  not 
given  on  the  first  few  pages  of  our  Taxation  of  I91I,  as 
revised  to  date^  a  clear  definition,  a  clear  set  of  rules, 
clearly  demonstrating  and  tabulating  the  chief  principles,  law 
and  fact  of  the  indispuuble  proof  of  the  proper  and  per- 
haps conclusive,  solution  of  the  long-standing  moot  problem. 
Relative  Value.    Taxation  and  the  solution  of  this  problem 
being  a  bit  technical,  naturally  requires  close  attention  in 
order  to  make  Uie  proper  application  of  the  principle  and 
rules  to  the  existing  facts,  which  we  believe  all  leading 
lexicographers  agree  is  the  highest  degree  of  ev  idencc  obtain- 
able in  the  proof  of  any  fact.    However,  your  suggestion 
may  be  all  ri^ht  after  the  perfectly  clear  solution  rf  the 
problem  has  been  officially  standardized.    But  I  think  not 
before,  because  it  mi^  tend  rather  to  detract  froiu  ihi  text 
and  perhaps  result  in  misunderstanding  or  confusion.  Later 
I  have  much  pertinent  and  explanatory  matter  which  I  think 
should  be  published  io  one  voliime  of  apprexinat^  six 
,  hundred  pages. 

\^  e  should  rot  be  required  to  do  an  onneeesftery  or  isoless 
thing  merely  to  comply  with  someone  els's  set  form  or 
conventionality;  substance  and  initiative  are  ol  more  impor- 
tance, besides  we  have  a  certain  pride  that  the  Congress 
imd  our  readers  may  see  and  judge  all  my  wrUin^  from  its 
individuality,  its  original  production,  larg^rlv  by  letter  or 
parable,  step  by  step  as  it  was  revealed  and  uniolded,  the 
clear  application  of  rules,  principles  end  laws  to  die  exist- 
ing facts  as  we  found  them,  thus  encouraging  initiative  and 
not  obstructing  originality  by  mimicry  or  formality  to  coin- 
plv  with  somtone  else's  views. 

Some  writers  on  social,  moral,  financial  and  economic 
subjects,  especially  on  Taxation  and  Economics,  are  so  pro- 
fuse, fickle,  unreliable  and  vacillating,  perhaps  because  the 
subject  is  more  or  less  controversial,  they  arc  really  more 
like  weather  vanes  than  dependable  guides  or  real  authors. 
They  never  get  anywhere  and,  of  course,  one  can  never  get 
anywhere  with  them. 

Mr.  Foote,  the  principles  and  rules  are  clearly  set  forth 
in  our  Taxation  Nos.  1  and  2  for  the  intelligent  imbibing  of 
all  duly  qualified  open  ndnds;  for  die  fidkH  imqnalified  or 
rebellions  miiid^  U  peiiwpa  will  reqwre  dMat  reoognitien 
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and  public  opinion  to  gain  their  support  and  •doPtt««- 
s"des,  I  have  a  supply  of  our  painphlets  Nos.  and  .  on 
hand  and  if  we  dispense  with  the.r  use  ^^J^^^J^^J^ 
practicaUy  print  them  over  again  with  hot  I  ttle.  if  any, 
Sp!«^le  change.  fVe  conclude  this  consolidation  o  oin 
7^^et^  oTraxation  Nos.  /.  2  and  3.  wheu  fimshed.  can 
eZy  le  done  by  proper  reference  for,sa  of  Congress  tn 
tk0  CQUgressional  Record.  No.  1,  26  pages;  No.  2  44 
and  No.  3,  perhaps  40  pages;  total.  UO  pages;  they 

fit  well  in  the  order  named.  ...  - 

I^nrt  wish  to  burden  the  Congress  with  all  this  matter 
«,  above  referred  to  of  600  pfl^es  now.    However,  m  the 
brief  of  synopsis,  Taxation  No.  3,  which  is  P"^*'f 
upon  that  I  should  prepare  and  submit  to  the  Gon^^ws, 
co^isting  perhaps  o£  forty  or  more  pages,  will  contam  as 
much  net  matter  as  can  be  crowded  m,  of  our  con^l"^»??»j 
and  some  of  the  more  important  or  ch.ef  essentials 
may  becoma.  together  with  both  of  our  /""^^^"'.^f 
Taxation  Nos.  1         2.  a  part  of  the  Proceedtngs  of  the 
Congressional  Record  and  perhaps  later  used  as  «  f »^ 
dSent  for  general  circulation  as  you  suggest.    Iff  yon 
SSkothenriscJl  shall  be  glad  to  consider  any  contr.bution 
ySTmay  sn^  in  lien  of  or  in  connection  with  the 

^Ipsis,  our  Taxation  No.  3,  which  I  am  "ow  woA- 
ing  npeS^contain  the  correspondence  bj^^^^^^S 
of' Sards,  Senators  C.  S.  Thomas  Jcjnf  F.  ShafroA, 

Re^entati^e  B.  C.  Milliard,  y«""^"  ^"^^1^7  etc 
thT^nscript  which  I  sent  to  you  October  l®^'  ^^J^'  f*^ 
providing  1  have  each  of  your  approval  and  permission  to 
Z  l>;  now,  as  you  have  the  only  t>ped  complete  copy  of 
^is  transcript  in  Washington,  D.  C,  or  that  which  1  can 
spare  from  my  files,  will  you  kindly  see  •"^^f^.*''*;^ 
tlemen,  show  them  the  transcript  and  secure  their  approval 

and  consent  for  me  to  use  it  as  per  above.   

This  vrill  cleariy  show  die  Congress  |ust  how  Uie  subject 
was  developed,  step  by  step  to  the  present  .J . 

you  wiU  do  this  special  favor  for  me  (I  '^^"'l 
more  than  twice  as  much  as  this  for  yon)  and  let  me  know 
just  as  soon  as  you  conveniently  can.  .  , 

I  would  have  answered  your  highly  appreciated  letter  ot 
Dec.  24A,  IW,  sooner,  but  I  wanted  to  take  sufficient  time 
tTif  possible,  thoroughly  study  the  problem  «™m  every 
angle  and  point  of  view,  which  necessarily  has  eansed  con- 
sidWle  extra  reading,  and  at  times  my  eyes  /^^"^ 
me  great  pain,-result,  about  two  months  ^eUy.  Thedoctor 
says  it  is  evidently  caused  from  over  us^  Iteve  diattied 
mghnsas  tm9  or  three  tiases  without  modi  relict. 

Yowrs  sincerely,   

1101  Emerson  St.  NAPOiaON  WagneR. 


SIDELIGHT  NO.  27 

,    Denver,  Colo,  Augnst  8,  1918. 

Hon.  John  F.  Shafroth, 

U.  S.  Senate,  Washhi^  D*  C. 
Dear  Sir:  n  i 

Referring  to  our  recent  conversation  in  Denver:  P***"  *» 
2  and  3  of  this  treatise  were  originally  used  m  pamphlet 
form,  briefly  designated  and  known  as  "Our  Taxation  Nos. 
1,  2  and  3.  They  are  as  useful  one  to  another  and  are  as 
inseparable  as  tfie  necessary  wheels  to  a  wagon  ^^  e  now 
ask  Congress  to  officially  standardize,  in  the  Bureau  ot 
Standards,  Washington,  D.  C  the  crystallized  findings  and 
proven  conclusions  and  results,  which  will  supply  not  only 
the  fourth  wheel,  the  U.  3.  Stamp  (of  Wireless  MoUve 
Power)  for  tfie  perpetual  prepeffing  ol  peiteps  tte  *MWt 


important,  the  smoothest-running.  •"d'^P*"?-^>t,/,t  "IS^ 

tK'V  vehicle  for  all  human  ty  m  the  world     Each  part  «r 

wheel  however  important,  is  necessarily  only  a 

The  finished  product  or  whole.    Hence  the  futility 

:nd  Relative  Value  in  p  ecemeal  style  or  m  a  more  eOB- 

detsed  form  for"  a  d^nits,  clear  understanding  or  lor 

Official  standardization  would  be 

-How  would  you  value  this  or  that  piece  of  property 
sciemificaUy  acc^mi  to  Relative  Valued    h  i^^^^^^ 
question  to  ask;  it  cannot  be  properly  or  »ntelli|»atl>  an 
swered  in  a  sentence,  paragraph  or  a  page.  Whea 
^mJ^nber  that  there  are  three  ^^^--"t  Tbe^lued'^^^ 
fercnt  kinds  of  property  or  '=«'"'"<»**'"Sf «  m»s^^^^^ 
each  asssesor,  it  at  once  becomes  apparent  that  we  must  have 
Srtem,  iSS/oS;  outline  and  definitely  fixed  ru  es  uniformly 
aMi"  To^e  existing  facts  of  each  piece  of  P 
commoditv  before  it  is  possible  lor  any  mind 
^d  properly  answer  your  qu^tion.  ? J*  J^"! 
J^ticafK  the  same  ammmt  of  toowled^  iJa2)^o 
wplying  the  fundamental  principles,  ^'^J^'^IJ? 
^«Lr^  tell  how  to  value  one  piece  of  property  or  com- 
STas  to  tell  how  to  properly  value  two,  th«e  or  mo« 
pieces  of  property  or  all  property,  «?"™<>*^f 

It  is  conctSed  that  this  information  is  largely  contwjed 
in  the  ten  great  fundamental  rules  (or  ^P'"™-"^*^^^^ 
directly  from  one  of  the  master  ^'  ^/^^  ^jf  3 

Hon.  Thomas  M.  Cooley.  which  may  K 
«nd  4  (and  which  is  as  clear  as  day),  illustrated,  demon- 
rrtted/ubuuSd  in  our  Taxation  1911   as  revised  ^o  da^e. 
Of  course  it  is  a  bit  technical  to  properly  apply  ™  '^^f* 
nrincioles  imd  rules  as  laid  down  by  Jud^e  Cooley  aldte  to 
^STt^  SrJS^snient,  but  with  a  .^^^'^^^^^^^^ 
:rs7encTthe  average  high  school  PXl^xJ'^l^t^ 
mtaad  the  details  of  the  problem.   Naturally  Ooo^smen 
T         Wte  during  the  present  "npr<^t^^"*tlvrbut 
Z^e^d^y^-VS  all  of  them         "-'rSJ^:/?;;,  ^ 
little  time  to.  study  technical  problems    that  is  just  me 
IIS«L.  vAv  we  want  you  and  our  really  great  American 
SesT^o  ;iss  Se"natl  Concurrent  HcsoluUon  16  soas^ 
geTfhe  problem  in  the  hands  of  the  eomssittee  «r  «P«3 
5So  1^  time  to  study  every  angle  of  the  problem  rad 
make  proper  report  to  the  ^^^^fess  at  su^  t|^^ 
as  Congress  may  designate  (but  die  seooer       better  ler 

%bt:usirthcie  pamphlets  and  material  heretofore 
explained  to  you  shoold  be  put  m  one  whol^  even 

for  the  use  of  the  committee,  m  order  to  •'J™ 
»  prevent  misunderstanding  or  confusion.    As  you  loow* 
"o^f  them  are  alteady  in  print  »id  the  thu^d  or  Ijst  I 
have  been  using  in  a  typed  or  manuscript  form.  Nj^O* 
it  is  not  customary  or  proper  for  Congress  to 
expense  I  suppose  I  will  have  to  do  so.   It  is  one 
trsuccessfJaiTwlve  a  complicated  P'^S  «lU?<i  ^ 

is  a  very  different  thing  to  properly  execute  the  ^ 
the  problem;  no  matter  how  clear  the  P-^^^*  "^«>'  'j^^'  ^ 
must  not  be  confounded.  Humanity  is  caUmg  thatthe 
really  great  problem  of  Relative  Value  be  no  longer  P^J^" 
holed,  sidestepped  or  sidetracked,  hut  by  protest  er  etfter- 
wise  it  be  given  proper,  speedy  activity.  .        .  . 

"An  Appeal  to  Congress,"  which  I  herewith  enclose,  is 
made  a  part  of  this  letter,  and  by  your  consent  it  and  the 
previous  correspondence  shall  all  be  included  m  one  chapter 
of  Our  Taxation  No.  3,  vriA  Ae  transcript  «^  the  corre- 
spondence, etc.  Kindly  advise  me  ,ust  what  I  sWl  do, 
because  I  want  as  early  a  hearing  as  possible. 

YoofV  MPeawly, 

IIW  Ejnersen  St.  NAWtEON  Wacnss. 


Chapter  3 
Railway  Valuation— Is  It  a  Success? 


Section  1— The  basis  for  ascerUining  the  value  of  a n> 
and  all  commodities  and  all  taxable  prov^i  O'  '^hj.ll  be 
its  net  yield:  which  shall  be  dftprmino.l  (1)  by  a  double 
sworn  statement  in  writing,  signed  by  i)Otli  the  owner 
J  MB  agent  and  the  ti«er  or  his  agent,  the  real  cob- 
uactual  parties  of  each  comrnodity  or  property  .lu-y 
verified  for  administrative  use  of  its  annual  S/oss  yi^^ 
(2)  by  fair  relative  caaparfwm  of  the  annual  net  yWd 


of  eacb  commodity  or  property  with  the  immcdi<,tr 
adfo.ni>i<j  (onunfOm  <w  proper*|f  of  Uke  kind  or  in 

similar  use.  ,  i  ™ 

Section  2— That  for  administrative  and  all  other  law- 
ful n^e  there  shall  be  definite,  scientific  rules  for  deter- 
mining* the  difference  between  the  aniiual  gross  yield  and 
the  annual  net  yield  of  the  value  of  earh  conmiodity 
er  property;  W  making  nniform  aUowance  for  each 
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kind,  dass  or  snMivislon  of  property,  for  nonusp. 
vacancy,  repairs,  insurance,  taxes,  etc.,  which  amount 
shall  be  a  setoff  and  deducted  from  the  gross  annttal 
yield  to  aaeortaln  the  net  or  probable  net  annual  yield 
of  each  commodity  or  property  in  value;  in  accordant 
with  the  principles,  rules  and  regulations  of  the  U.  S. 
Bureau  of  Standards  and  In  accordance  with  the  demon- 
strated illustrated  and  tabulated  Utility  System  of  Tax- 
aUon,  1911,  as  revised  to  date,  1918,  by  Napoleon  Wag- 
lur;  fixing  definite  rules  to  measure  and  standardise 
the  method  of  ascertaining  all  values  for  all  purposes  on 
the  basis  of  Utility,  OoW  or  Intrinsic  Value;  therehy 
entirely  eliminating  the  present  universally  admitted 
unscientific,  illoe^cal»  uncertain.  vaciUating,  guess  or. 
arbitrary  method  of  aecertalning  value  for  tamtltm  «nd 
for  all  other  purposes. 

In  order  to  prevent  confusion,  we  kindly  ask  our 
reader  to  bear  In  mind.  In  all  our  writing  where  the 
words  used  are,  viz.:  "G^oss  Kaming  Basis,"  "Gross 
Income  Plan,"  "Gross  Yield."  "Total  Annual  Rent,"  etc., 
simply  mean  the  total  retnm  or  amount  of  Income  from 
all  sources  to  be  verified  to  the  assessor  or  administra- 
tion official,  who  shall  in  all  cases  determine  the  net 
value  by  adentiltc,  uniform  mlei  to  aU  «Kke  &m  ^ 
gross  earning  return,  etc. 

Section  3— The  Federal  Government  stmply  dentteB 
and  dedarea  the  standard  of  value,  leaving  each  state 
^  to  adopt,  enforce  or  reject  its  use  in  ao^r^^ 
•With  the  principles,  rules  and  regulations  of  the  U.  B. 
Bnrean  of  Standards  of  Weights  and  Measures  or  the 
scientific  solution  of  industrial,  mechanical,  mental  or 
other  problems.  ^     ,  ^ 

Section  4— If  the  dead  give  up  all  the  secrets  of  the 
real  yield,  intrinsic  value.  uUlity  or  gold  to  the  boIonc« 
9heet  of  the  executor  or  administrator,  then  we  see  no 
jmod  or  Jnattflable  reason  why  the  living  should  not  do 
so  to  the  assessor,  etc.  The  banks  ^d  all  corporations 
which  never  die,  and  all  Industry  and  wealth  on  the 
same  basis  as  the  individual,  whether  strong  or  W»k. 
It  is  now  becoming  quite  the  mode.  The  Federal  WW- 
ernment  now  requires  an  annual  verified  or  sworn  stat^ 
ment  of  the  complete  income  derived  from  all  sources  of 
both  individuals  and  corporations.  Hence  we  see  no 
valid  or  Justiflaiae  reason  why  the  state,  county  and 
city,  etc..  shooid  not  be  taxed  cm  the  aanie  fair  and 

jxuBt  basis.   

If  all  property  and  wealth  suhject  to  taxation  is  p*^ 
erly  valued  on  a  standardized  unit  basis,  there  will  be 
lee*  assignments,  less  failures  and  more  real  construc- 
tive Iraaineas;  then  the  small  and  weak  will  have  a  fair 
and  equal  chance  with  the  strong.  If  there  is  an  iidvan- 
tageous  sale  or  trade  within  sight,  all  can  quickly  pro- 
dace  an  annual  balance-sheet  showing  net  income;  wlqr 
not  to  the  aBMOBor  or  legal  tax  collector? 

Simply  because  large  estates  or  combinations  of 
wealth,  whether  individual  or  corporate,  as  at  present 
and  in  the  past,  with  no  definitely  fixed  unit  of  value  or 
adttatific  method  or  plan  In  use,  the  final  amount  or 
proper  result  being  somewhat  obscured,  each  tries  to 
get  the  best  bargain  annually  obtainable  from  the  asses- 
sor. Where  the  assessor  or  legal  tax  crtlector  is  new. 
men  or  inexperienced  he  is  frequently  unduly  imposed 
upon  for  want  of  knowing  how  to  properly  ascertain 

real  value.  \      ^  t 

This  is  a  stricttu  confidential  trade  secret,  but  I  can 
tell  yon  all  in  a  whisper,  via.:  It  is  done  to  secure  under- 
valuaHon,  which  meana  vndne  apeeial  privilege,  or  a 
common  tax  dodier,  to  Hie  tojnvy  aad  damaae  of  all 

other  taxpt^ers* 

Sectlmi  6— Honest,  proper  bookkeeping  and  accounting 
should  be  speedilv  standardized  In  the  U.  S.  Bur^u  of 
Standards  by  resoluUon  of  the  Congress  definitely  fixing 
and  Clearly  defining  a  scientific  unit  and  basis  for  all 
sy^teme,  or  perhaps  it  would  be  wiser  to  reduce  all  to 
one  simple  plan,  scientific  system,  then  rigidly  require 
all  to  conform  to  It.  There  is  a  way,  and  honest  book- 
keeping and  accounting  can  always  definitely  point  the 
way,  for  ascertaining  the  total  assets  and  the  net  annual 
Hiocmie  for  invoice,  sale,  taxation  or  any  otlier  purpose. 

It  is  someUmes  said  that  individuals  or  corporatlona 
are  required  to  pay  taxes  on  aome  forma  oC  proper^ 


which  produce  no  income  and  hence  it  has  no  value. 
This  is  error;  no  one  can  be  required  to  pay  a  tax  on 
teatly  worthless  property.  But  many  forms  of  propcrtr 
possess  great  value,  yet  temporarily  produce  no  income. 
This  is  true  of  all  i^te  value  or  vacant  lots,  some  fran- 
chises and  many  other  valuable  privileges.  This  la 
no  justifiable  reason  why  it  should  pay  no  tax.  Some^ 
times  it  can  be  proven;  it  should  be  heavily  taxed,  to 
produce  a  probable  income,  not  a  possible  but  a  fair 
probable  income,  to  prevent  loss  and  injury  to  the 
adjoining  or  other  property  by  non-use,  etc. 

Proper  Railway  Valuation 

Section  6— If  a  present,  feasible,  practicable,  work- 
able, reasonably  dependable  railway  valuation  producing 
fair,  accurate^  equitable,  uniform  annual  balance-sheet, 
and  resulto  Is  really  sought,  why  not  seek  and  secure 
It  in  perhaps  the  only  dependable  way.  viz.:  By  capital- 
izing Its  average  annual  income  or  probable  income  from 
all  sources  over  a  definite  period  of  time,  say  five  to  ten 
years,  at  a  fair,  workable,  uniform  per  cent  ascertained 
by  uniform  V.  S.  official  standardized  accounting  or 
bookkeeping  of  all  receipts  and  of  all  expenditures  ftroan 
all  sources,  and  you  will  in  this  way  secure  a  proper 
present  ccuA  vaiwUion  or  up-to-date  annual  balance 
sheet* 

Can  a  proper  present  cash  valuation  be  had  by  a 
replacement  or  so^alled  physical  investigation,  examina- 
tion and  valnatlon,  even  by  making  arbitrary  or  pwe 
guess  allowances  for  depreciation.  obsolescettOO,  etc? 
Do  we  not  hear  most  competent  minds  saying.  No,  No, 
for  the  followtag  reaaons:  Becanse  of  the  ever-changing 
and  fluctuating  conditions  of  the  annual  market  of  sup- 
ply and  demand:  (a)  the  rate  of  Interest  on  capital 
•  invested;   (b)  the  cost  of  structural  iron  rail,  etc.; 
(c)  the  cost  and  quality  of  lumber,  ties,  etc.;  (d)  the 
coat  of  labor,  grading  roadbed,  bridges,  tunnels,  culverts, 
etc.;  (e)  the  cost  enfranchises,  terminal  facilities,  etc.; 
(f)  the  cost  of  engines,  rolling  stock,  etc.;  (g)  the  cost 
of  operation,  maintenance,  including  the  ever-certain  hut 
unknown  amount  of  annual  taxation,  usually  based  on 
a  guess  or  a  political  or  arbitrary  valuation  by  numer- 
ous small  assetisors  all  along  the  line  or  right  Of  way. 
This  seems  to  be  so  conclusive  a  brief  analysis  it  per- 
haps will  hardly  admit  of  doubt 

Would  it  not  be  wise,  economical  and  more  in  the 
tnterest  of  all  the  people  to  speedily  recall  or  to  perma- 
nently suspend  the  present  so-called  physical  valuation 
of  all  our  U.  S.  railways  and  promptly  assign  the  whole 
force  and  energy  of  this  enormously  expensive  commis- 
sion to  the  building  of  ships  for  the  U.  S.  government, 
where  all  this  great  force  and  surplus  energy,  petbaps, 
should  be  expended? 

No  matter  what  daU  and  report  the  federal  railway 
commission  may  ultimately  render,  will  it  not  of  neces- 
sity be  so  voluminous,  yet  meager  and  barren  of  depend- 
able or  demonstrable  facts,  as  to  be  of  but  little  if  any 
real  value?  Pray,  how  can  any  mind  analyze  or  compare 
such  vacillating  uncertainties,  where  perhaps  no  two  or 
more  cases  or  valuations  will  be  near  enough  to  one 
standardized  beats  of  value  to  admit  of  any  kind  of  fair 
or  equitable  analysis  or  comparison?  What  amount 
would  be  a  proper  valuation  one  year  might  not  be  the 
next  year,  etc.  Is  It  not  gross  error  for  any  mind  or 
collection  of  minds  to  attempt  or  hope  to  successfully 
accomplish  that  which  is  riearly  proven  and  demon- 
strated to  be  not  even  probable,  but  absolutely  impos- 
sible? Can  we  not  all  clearly  see  it  will  simply  prove 
to  be  a  greater  waste  of  both  capital  and  entfgy  than 
"federal  pork"?  Then  why  not  tsoe  al^oqt  and  ealvage 
the  ^irreck? 

{Section  7— Our  contention  la  not  only  the  Congress 

but  the  public  who  have  suffered  the  squeeze  have  a 
right  to  know  how  the  solution  of  this  whole  problem 
of  Relative  Value,  which  resulted  in  the  UtiUty  System 
of  Taxation,  was  developed  step  by  step  often  over  rank 
obstructionists,  supposedly  insurmountable  academic,  i>o- 
Iftical,  ofBctal,  corporate  and  private  barriers  to  the 
present  time. 

We  deem  it  of  the  greatest  importance  to  emphaalie 
the  fttet.  til.:  That  our  Tazatton  No.  I  a»  revised  to 
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date,  1»18,  Is  Dnilt  upon  the  ten  rules  (or  laws,  prin- 
ciples and  commandments  found  on  pages  3  ^d  4j 
which  were  largely  handed  down  to  me  in  1877-79,  by 
the  late  Hon.  Thomas  M.  Cooley;  their  scope,  purport 
and  application  as  expounded  throughout  the  26  pages  of 
the  brief  treaUse  and  especially  the  plainly  demonstrated 
and  lUustrated  tables,  clearly  proving  the  solution  of 
Relative  Value,  must  be  closely  studied  and  thoroughly 
understood  first.  6ecatt«e  this  is  the  basis  of  the  wjoie 
supentrwsture  of  the  Utility  System  of  Tm-ation.  Then 
the  balance  of  all  our  writing  on  economics  and  taxaUon 
will  be  very  easy  to  understand. 

Section  8— It  is  said  that  our  recently  added  one  page 
to  Taxation  No.  1,  viz..  Page  20%,  revising  Alexander 
Hamilton*s  ideas  to  date,  is  perhaps  a  very  effecUve,  if 
not  a  conclusive,  answer  and  complete  refutation  of  the 
so-called  ^'single  tax  idea  of  value  practically  based  all 
on  one  commodity,  land  alone,"  as  aophlstlcally  by  err  or 
voluminously  expounded  for  thirty  years  or  more  by  the 
late  Henry  George,  in  his  Progress  and  Poverty.  It  is 
farther  said  ^t  our  perfecUy  fair,  dear,  neat  critlcUm 
acconU^Ushed  this  "trick"  without  even  mentioning  the 
name  of  the  author,  his  subject  or  his  book. 

FnlmpB  this  is  practically  equally  true  with  our  addi- 
tional clear  analysis  and  criticism  on  four  additional 
topics,  viz.:  First,  completely  and  perhaps  conclusively 
solving  the  long-standing  moot  problem.  Relative  Value; 
aecond  and  third,  conipletely  and  perhaps  conOutivelif 
determining  and  putting  out  of  U9e  mere  opinion  mid 
mere  sale  value  at  a  basis  to  ascertain  value  for  assess- 
ment, taxation  and  for  all  other  purposes;  fourth,  com- 
pletely and  perhaps  oondnslvely  establishing  the  XTtllltar 
System  of  Taxation  universally  admitted  to  be  iBOBt 
practicable  and  eauitable  in  existence^ 

The  dynamics  <of  a  two-tn^,  or  one  page  artlde,  the 
very  value  of  which  lies  in  its  brevity,  cannot  be  meas- 
ured with  a  space-rule,  but  only  by  concentration,  con- 
densation, persistence  and  activity. 

Section  9— The  Literary  HUpest  Informs  us  that  some 
years  ago  a  man  with  two  ^^Iflcationa  came  to  New 
York,  and  with  only  his  Idea  and  Ida  peraonaUty,  by 
C(tt>italizing  the  asset  at  par,  the  result,  a  railway  tunnel 
under  the  Hudson  river  which  bears  his  name.  McAdoo, 
who  is  now  chiefly  conducting  the  fundamental  manage- 
ment and  operation  of  £60,000  miles  of  railroads  for 
Uncle  Sam  In  addition  to  replenishing  the  federal  pocket- 
book.  That  this  appalling  undertaking  is  being  success- 
fully accomplished  by  one  master  mind  is  due  to  origi- 
nality, personality  and  initiative  system  and  outUne  o/t 
imperative  fundamentals,  delegating  all  the  rare  and 
intricate  art  of  orgajiization  and  administration  to  other 
flt  and  duly  Qualified  minds  to  work  oat  every  detail  tor 
proper  and  efliclent  results. 

By  analogy,  with  unlimited  courage,  true  real  faith, 
added  to  an  idea,  a  pmevering  willing  peraonaUty,  may 
we  not  by  applying  the  same  outline  and  system,  prlnci- 
pies  uid  laws  of  original  research  or  Initiative,  ascer- 
tain alike  successful  effldent  resolts  in  solving  and 
making  effective  for  all  humaatty  the  really  «ieat  world 
problem  of  Relative  Value? 

"Each  man  has  an  aptitude  bom  with  him  to  do 
easily  some  feat  impossible  to  any  other." 
"Go  put  your  creed  into  your  deed, 
Nor  ffpeak  with  doaUe  taoMMJ'-^itiereon, 
In  the  solution  of  Relative  Value,  have  we  not  exer- 
cised accurate  observation,  devoted  efCort  in  faithfully 
recording  the  proven  results  to  present  existing  Con- 
ditions? 

It  is  said  "ninety-nine  per  cent  of  all  human  beings 
alive  drift  down  stream  with  the  current.  One  per  cent 
-  thinks,  climbs  the  banks  and  gets  somewhere."  Now. 
if  this  is  true,  is  it  any  wonder  why  it  is  so  dlfilcult 
to  get  a  healing  of  the  solution  of  any  new  problem? 
Is  it  not  chiefly  because  of  a  lack  of  or  Imi^erfect  knowl- 
edge? We  have  had  to  alter  our  beliefs  in  all  obsolete 
human  activitleB.  Bnt  let  na  do  so  cheerfully  and 
quickly  where  proof  of  tutt^  fignrea  and  faanlts  eatab- 
llsh  It  Irrefutably. 

leaorance,  pr^ndice,  Jealonqr  and  aelflsliness  have 
been  slow  to  recognize  proven  fnots  and  figures:  how- 
ever, truth,  which  is  clearly  suaofliptible  to  both  demon- 


stration and  tabulation,  shall  not  be  denied.  Idew  of 
man  shaU  no  lonfeer  he  bound,  limited  and  prewmted 
as  they  aro  today  on  account  of  the  lack  of  authoritative 
or  official  recognition  and  adopUon  of  proven  facte. 
Theories  which  were  yesterday  considered.  ev«i  by J» 
enttets,  as  fandfiU  and  ridiculous,  have  today  oem 
proven  as  facta  and  are  now  in  practical  use. 

Section  10—^  heUeve  It  to  be  a  fact  which  Is  gen- 
erally  admitted,  and  which  perhaps  cannot  be  truthfuUy 
successfully  denied,  viz.:  The  ^rUicism  appeari^ 
on  pages  18  and  19  of  our  Taxation  No.  2.  the  plan  of 
mmtyM.  the  Somers  Syatem  of  Taxation,  by  Napoleon 
Wagnrt-,  1916,  practically  killed  or  put  out  of  commis- 
sion the  State  Incorporated  Association,  composed  or 
^  hundred  or  more  members,  viz.,  "The  Colorado  Tax- 
payers* Protective  league."  whose  annual  membership 
dues  were  ?250  per  year  for  over  one  hundred  memhew 
tor  three  years,  etc.— was  it  not  organized  chiefly,  or  per- 
haps wholly,  for  wicked  greed?  By  analogy  may  not 
many  great  class  combinations  of  capital  Uke  Uie  Baft^ 
era'  League,  the  Endowment  Fund,  etc.,  be  properly  uid 
perhaps  justly  subject  to  this  same  criUcism?  Are  they 
not  chiefly  and  primarily  In  bn^ess  to  protect  th^r 
own  special  interest,  vis.:  1st,  To  make  money;  2nd.  To 
make  some  more  money;  fed.  Commercialism  generally 
first,  last  and  all  the  time;  Ai»  not  their  practices, 
policies  and  results  generally  against  the  medium  class 
and  poor  in  the  game  oC  feir-play,  in  evading  part  of 
their  juat  share  of  tantton? 

Theie  aeema  to  he  only  one  way  for  all  capital,  com- 
blnatioM  Of  capital  and  wealth,  of  pro^  i'",!!^*^?^ 
via,-  By  playing  a  fair  game,  be  inlung  to  pay  taxes 
<m  yield,  Its  honest  annual  income  or  earning  power, 
demonstrated  by  Ita  proper  annual  balance  f^eefby  V. 
B  official  standardtted  bodkheeping,  whloh  fa  e«ect  la 
the  Utility  System  of  Taxation.  Now.  gentlemen  and 
capital,  if  you  are  not  for  the  VtUity  aystem,  you  must 
necessarily  be  against  it.  which  proves  you  are  against 
the  National  and  World  Game  of  Fair  Pkm,  seeWn* 

special  privilege;  which  shall  It  be?   

All  dead  men  and  women  readily  yield  np  the  proper 
«w,T>ittti  halance-sheet.  whether  corporate  ro  individual; 
why  cannot  the  living  do  so?  Try  it,  it  won't  hurt  or 
harm  any  one  of  you;  It  vrin  make  yon  all  atrongsr  and 
feel  better,  knowing  that  all  are  on  the  same  square 
baeU  of  proven  facUt  of  integrity,  of  honesty,  and  of 

Section  11 — Our  aim  should  be  not  to  secure  discrimi- 
nationa,  but  to  remove  them.  Our  induatrial  and  com- 
mercial ambition  should  he  to  secure  that  aAdeney  of 
MLterprise  which  promotes  the  greatest  prosperity  to  all 
humanity.  Burke  made  a  good  point  of  En^lsh  restive- 
ness  under  unjust  taxation  when  he  sidd:  "It  happened, 
you  know,  sir,  that  the  great  contests  for  freedom  In  this 
country  were  from  the  earliest  times  chiefly  upon  the 
question  of  taxing— on  this  p<dnt  of  taxes  the  ablest 
i)ens  and  most  eloquent  tongaae  have  been  ezevclaed; 
the  greatest  spirits  have  acted  and  suffered.'" 

English  liberty  has  always  developed,  in  Tennyson's 
words,  "from  precedent  to  precedent."  It  came  of  no 
abstract  dream  of  freedom — aa  French  liberty  largely 
came — but  by  the  righting  of  each  partienlar  wrong  as 
It  arose,  unjust  imprisonment,  unjust  taxation,  unjust 
control  of  the  individual  conscience,  unjust  interferw» 
wtUi  individual  opinion,  unjust  censorship  of  speech  er 
printed  books,  and  so  on"— 

The  ptesent  world  war  will  perhaps  prove  to  be  the 
moqt  eSsctlve  teacher,  from  self-interest,  to  all  classes 
and  conditions  of  men,  to  play  a  fair  game  and  abhor 
undue  special  privilege  In  any  form,  viz.:  Charles  M. 
Schwab  says,  "there  will  be  no  aristocracy  of  wealth 
when  the  war  ends,  that  our  present  values  will  change 
that  Instead  of  moaanre  by  money,  there  will  come  a 
"brotherhood  of  men  who  do  thingi^.'' 

We  beseech  Congress  and  all  our  readers  to  accept 
our  Taxation  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3,  at  par  or  face  value,  not 
one  word  of  which  was  thought,  written  or  printed  aa 
critloism  per  s'\  Some  of  the  letters  we  gladly  would 
have  omitted,  but  in  the  wderly  development  of  the 
subject  it  became  imperative  tor  a  dear  imdaBlaadlBe 
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that  they  be  included,  as  emphasizing  and  elucidattog 

'"^^*U-We  believe  it  is  preltj  generally,  i£  not 
unt^SyTc^nceded  th=  following  protests  dated  Aug^ 
S  anT^  4.  1911,  and  on  file  in  the  assessor's  office 
in  the  City  and  County  of  Denver,  Colorado,  which  ap- 
nea, for  he  first  time  in  print  see  Chapter  17  of  this 
t^tise  iractically  killed  or  put  out  of  commiswon  the 
SS?a  led  Somers  or  Unit  System  of  Taxation  In  Denv«r 

s  linii'^i'SJ^trvr  ~ 

Sf^fr  oonn,e?ent  investigation  it  is  jound  the  co>-- 
Dmadon  capital,  great  concentrations  and  combinations 
Knltil^fuse  under  equal  conditions  of  justice  and 
enuUv  witTtte  stiiall  owner  of  aU  kinds  °;  Property 
in  ^e  Lifand  equal  proportionate  «Btrib«tion  of  t^^^ 
tmnuta  tax  burden  on  tlie  l)aslR  of  yield  or  net  tacome, 
wi  1  not  aU  and  every  form  of  legally  constituted 
Lov^rnn  ent  however  reluctanOy.  find  it  Operative  to 
Iffwtually  place  adequate  safeguards,  by  specific  and  ^- 
ffi  Stipulation  before  any  Franchise  or  Specu>l  Pntn- 

"  U  'fh^gr^eat'  world  convenience,  of  hoWing  titte  in 
nerUuity.  The  FraacMse  cannot  be  nsed  without  beliiB 
Kd  then  will  not  a»  organteed  society  or  civ.liza- 
?dn  adf-ttitenBt  be  campelled  to  declare  against 

*^A»*tt  nreeent  used  and  abused  is  not  the  corporate 
Fi^chL^^of X  chief  crimes  against  c  vilization 
SSr.  f  the  Franchue  is  proven  to  be  a  tMng  ln«^- 
l?^had  Incaoable  of  reform  by  proper  regulation  and 
ably  bf\'"f*P*°  „,  "{.y  Its  own  act  and  wilful  wrong 
conduct  Te  it  anymi/g  sU'^of  complete  destruction? 
Tta  ttalr  attorneys,  tax  agents,  commonly  called  and 
-  ^own  as  "  ax  fl/e.^"  not  largelydominate  and  control 
both  State  and  Natiwial  Tm  AsBodations,  etc.? 
,  A  WHISPER  TO  KAllWAT  TRANSPORTATKW 

Mnv  not  the  PMMnt  number  of  freight  cars  be  so 
el^entSr  .^"STToBWtog  a  ««h  p«mlum.  Uberal 


deduction  or  bonus  to  every  shipper  or  "ser  of  the 
Mrvice  who  will  load  and  unload  the  actual  ^ 

cars  reaulred  and  report  the  same  -'^  '•l^^^^'-'^t »  P  w 
^moment  so  as  to  double  or  treble  the  perfecUy 
appLSfieager  or  feeble  present  indifferent  or  dothftj 
use?  If  it  can  be  demonstrated  by  actual  proof  the  present 
number  of  freij;ht  cars  now  in  «8e,  w,th  qinck,  vude- 
awake  alert  management,  can  be  made  to  do  two,  ttaee 
ormlie  ttmes  their  present  use.  will  it  not  be  m  effect 
a  rm-e  rich  ecoiiomy  for  all  interested  parties,  the  com- 
nJay  the  shipper,  the  community  and  the  whole  world 
to  |i«fcJk«t  and  be.t  utility,  not  tl,c  poorest; 

Perhaps  in  order  to  set  the  highest 
or  Ume-saving  the  extra  inducement  should  be  gradu- 
aLd:  a«s  NO.  l;  Class  No.  2,  Class  No  :•,  receiving 
comi  ensation  in  proportion  to  the  actual  time  ^ved 
relalive  to  au  established  standard  time  for  such  or 
similar  use  of  each  car. 

Will  this  method  not  be  cheaper  and  more  practicable 
than  to  build  and  maintain  in  the  service  two  or  three 
^nes  the  present  number  of  freight  cars  now  in  use? 

Perhaps  the  .veniest  proWem  and  '"'"^t.  "o^l^ 
Meratino  expense  and  dlfBoulty  of  economically 
^r  three  or  more  times  the  present  number  of  freight 
cars  on  the  present  meager  or  none  too  ample  trackage. 

Should  we  not  properly  «'i<W«ose,  anoIj/2e  c;a^sirj|^ 
uraduate  and  siandaraiee  almost  everything  from  babies 
to  commodities  for  man's  health  and  use?  Perhaps  a 
serious  if  not  fatal  error  with  many  writers  and  think- 
»r«  and  esneclally  on  government,  taxation,  finance  and 
|ene?al  Smlcs,  thefattempt  to  analyze  before  prop- 
erly diagnosing  a  technical  problena  which  can  oiUy 
result  irralluM.  Diagnosis  tovUxm  Vreceie  anM- 
vsis  for  a  clear  solution  of  any  prolUOTt  t  j  «_ 

The  above  remedy  is  merely  lentattvely 
operate  ta  connectlin  with  the  pmmt  «  *e- 
murrage  penalty,  etc.  nnwhAro 
The  demurrage  penalty  alone  seems  to  get  nownere. 
hewuse  the  Utile  shipper  takes  the  full  tin.e  of  two  or 
^e  days  just  to  avoid  the  penalty  by  the  skin  of  his 
iLth  while  by  a  little  extra  Inducment  he  could  cer- 
totoly  m  many  instances  load  or  unload  the  car  in  two 
or  three  boon  and  send  it  on  its  way  for  the  next 
shipper.  ♦ 


Chapter  4 

Oh»  Board  of  Equalization,  Where  Is  Thy  Consistency? 


Denver,  Colwrado,  October  20th.  m** 
To  the  Hoftorable  Board  of  County  Coamisstoners. 

<aty  and  County  of  Vmytet. 
Qentlemett:  ,  ^ 

y^r  A.  D.  1912  and  1913  are  erroneoUB  for  tHe  foWowliU! 

reaaonB,  visL:  . 

(Set  forth  the  several  items  of  the  assessment 
explained  of  and  the  assessed  valuation  of  the 
BTOMrty;  also  state  wherein  the  error  lies.) 
Pronertv  a.ssessed  lots  Nos.     and  4.  Block  161.  East 
Denverrcolorado.  if  $40,500  is  the  correct  tralue 
SZYnw  5  and  to  10,  in  said  Wock,  then  plus  5%  te 
°he  correct  value  of  said  lot  No.  4.  and  said  lot 

So;  P^i^c^he^sralu^e  *Ker  °S  a^e/j 
tSn^  of  «94  500  00  equals  value  of  $7,425.00  on  which 
J^\aU  a  or  1913.  We  claim  a  refund  on  about 

JLe  vXe  of  18,000.00,  on  the  Improvements  on  said  lo  s 
SSiTand  4  for  1913.  We  also  claim  a  refund  on  value 
TfV.  sTf ^^^d  lots  N..  ^  ana  .  tor  r^.s^  per 

iT^sTver  deUw«l  to  me.  The  value  on  wW6h  I 
claim  a  refund  to  a»  follows: 


%  7,426.00 
8.000.00 

G,380.00 
$5,184.00 

176,989.00 

This  is  a  correct  deduction,  based  on  the  relative  value 
placed  on  the  inside  lots  and  lots  Nos.  1  and  2  In  said 

^'^Th^  amount  claimed  was  purposely  omitted  meach 
petition.  This  was  left  to  the  judgment  and  discretion 
of  the  Court  or  Board,  for  both  years,  1911  and  1912. 

Tn  order  to  be  fair  and  honest  we  must  c^pare  the 
value  of  these  lots  with  the  value  of  the  lote  Immedi- 
ately adjoining  on  both  sides  alike  (not  one  side  alone.) 
AVe  have  just  made  the  relaUve  comparison  of  value 
with  our  neighbors  on  the  one  side-now,  to  prevent 
special  privilege,  discrimination,  tax  dodging  and  dis- 
honest, low  or  undervaluation  for  assessment  ^d  taxa- 
tion, we  must  make  a  like  oomparfson  of  value  witto  lots 
Nos  1  and  2.  our  neighbor  on  the  other  side.  ■ 

Said  lot  No.  2  is  valued  at  $91,125.00;  said  lot  No  1 
valued  at  »168.750.00;  total.  $259,875.00.  which  is  2.7o 
tlmes  more  than  lots  Nos.  3  and  4.  when  H^should  pay 
on  valuation  of  at  least  4.50  times  as  much  as  Nos.  3 
4,  as  evidenced  hy  its  rent  receipts  or  earning 
power  Of  the  ground  floor  only  to  admit  of  fairand  just 
comDarison.  Lots  Nos.  1  and  2  receive  $900.00  per 
SS^Lota  Nos.  3  and  4  receive  $200.00.  one-half  of 
wbidi  is  estlmaftad,  but  not  received  for  more  than  four 
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years,  so  the  real  ratio  of  receipts  or  earning  power 
has  been  and  is  now.  one  to  nine,  and  not  as  pw  the 
above  too  liberal  estimate  of  $200.00  to  $900.00,  or  4.60 
limes  more.  . 

Now.  if  both  are  taxed  alike  according  to  the  consti- 
tnUo^and  statutes  of  this  sUte.  Nos  1  2  should 
pay  at  least,  gladly  and  without  a  whtoper.  O 
more  than  Nos.  3  and  4.  which  equals  $42^,240  00  but 
T  t  is  Nos.  1  and  2*nly  pay  on  a  part  of  its  va  uation. 
compared  to  its  earning  power  and  r^tive  to  all  other 
lots  of  $259.«75.00.  It  therefore  makes  a  shck,  dedr, 
cl^  get^wky  by  special  privilege,  discrimination,  tax 
SnFof  nndeVvSluaUon  and  ^capes  Payin|  with 
moSy  in  hand  or  to  bank,  on  a  valiuUion  of  $l66.3*o.00 
each  year.  ,         .  , 

For  this  enomous  escape  payment  we  ask  a  refund 
for  our  fair  share.  As  there  are  four  such  corners  in 
ea^h  block,  it  may  fairly  be  presumed  that  each  makes 
a  like  or  greater  escape,  hence  four  times  $lb....HD.OO, 
L  $CGl  Jr>0  00.  escape  payment  in  each  block  to  be  ap- 
rorfioned  equally  between  the  balance  of  the  twenty-four 
ots  in  said  block,  Which  wfll  make  each  lot's  share  of 
aluaUon  to  be  deducte-l  from  its  P^e^^"^  .^^^"^^^ 
$27  562.00.  Twice  this  amount  for  two  lots  is  a  yalua- 
Uon  of  $55,184.00.  on  said  amount  of  valuation.  ^  e  ask 
an  additional  refund  or  a  credit  to  our  said  lots  Nos. 
l  and  4  and  for  such  other  and  further  relief  as  we  to 
tjuuy  and  fai^ess  may  be  entitled  to.  Will  not  tWs 
apportionment  be  fairer  than  to  allow  said  comers  to 
retain  all  of  this  enormous  extra  value? 

If  this  is  not  .catching  one  with  the  goods  on  him, 
what  is  it?  What  do  you  call  it?  Well  In  this  wju-^^ 
I  demand  my  honest  share  of  the  loot,  and  the  same 
for  each  inside  lot  belonging  to  my  neighbors. 

With  such  unfair,  anarchistical,  special  privilege  or 
discrimination  to  favor  of  the  rich,  is  it  a'i>^_<Jf^^^^ 
that  the  rich  speedily  get  richer  and  the  poor  gradually 
get  poorer?  If  this  correct  analysis  is  astounding,  you 
may  multiply  it  by  two  and  even  then  it  will  be  per- 
fectly within  the  bounds  of  truth  for  the  past  five  ye  irs, 
and  maybe  for  some  years  to  come.  This  would  mean 
Nos.  1  and  2  escape  paying  on  a  valuation  greater  tnan 
on  which  It  pays  for  assessment  and  taxation  relative 
to  Kos  3  and  4.  or  Nos.  5  and  6,  or  any  and  all  other 
lots.  In  God's  name,  is  this  fair,  honest  or  decent?  Is 
it  not  rank  favoriUsm  and  partiality?  Should  not  all 
such  officials  be  speedUy  ousted,  and  never  allowed  to 
hold 'office  again? 
See  exhibits  or  briefs  1,  2,  3,  4.  5.  6.  7,  8,  9  and  10 
No  1.  My  protests  to  the  ado!)ting  of  the  Somers  or 
Unit  System  of  taxation,  now  on  file  in  the  AasesBors 

^^o'  2,   My  analysis  of  lots  Nos.  1  and  2  and  3  and  4, 
Block  161,  East  Denver,  pages  19,  20,  21  and  22. 
No.  3.  My  letters  and  opini<m  of  many  real  estate 

men  on  value,  etc.  ^  » 

No.  4.    My  copy  of  letter  of  Assessor  Arnold  s  admis- 
sions, etc..  dated  September  IS,  1911. 
No.  5.    My  turn  of  TaxaUon  by  Napoleon  W  agner,  26 

pages,  etc.  _       '      ^  ^ 

No.  6.   My  copy  of  Taxatilon,  Sopplemcsit,  etc 

No.  7.  My  tax  receipts. 

No.  8.   My  tax  list  of  Block  161,  Bast  Denver  Addition. 
No.  9.   My  copy  of  petition  dated  February  10,  19X3, 
in  Assessor's  office,  Denver,  Colo. 
No.  10,  My  copy  of  letter  from  the  clerii  saytog  above 

petition  was  granted. 

Is  it  not  perfectly  apparent  that  the  total  annual  gross 
income  of  the  entire  ground  floor  and  basement  of  said 
lots  Nos.  3  and  4.  in  the  very  heart  of  your  city,  125  feet 
from  your  most  valuable  building,  is  insufficient  to  pay 
the  yearly  taxes  on  said  property?  Is  It  not  equally 
apparent  that  the  said  assessor  is  wrongfully  demand- 
ing and  taking  more  than  one-half  the  total  annual  net 
income  of  this  entire  beautiful  three-story  and  basement 
building  to  pay  the  yearly  taxes?  What  would  be 
thought,  said  and  done  if  this  fact  and  truth  were  to  be 
applied  to  said  corner  properties?  We  have  been  told 
the  said  corners  would  not  stand  for  this.  Why  should 
the  said  toside  lots  sUnd  for  this? 


Can  you  not  see  that  it  is  to  pure  s^-^efense  that 
we  are  driven  and  forced  to  cry  out  to  HUMANITY  to 
auickly  stop  this  almost  unthinkable  and  unmentionable 

abuse  before  it  is  forever  too  late,  by  our  entire  prop- 
erty being  lost  by  confiscation  merely  to  pay  unjust 
taxes?  As  the  ''power  to  tax  is  tlie  po\ver  'o  de.s:ruy* 
will  perhaps  never  be  more  forcefully  illustrated  than  m 
this  case?  It  is  easy  for  any  community  to  have  a  low 
annual  tax  lew,  simply  by  assessing  all  your  proi)erty 
on  the  same  basis,  but  it  is  impossible  to  have  an  annual 
low  lax  levy  where  you  permit  or  aUow  immense  v^ue 
to  escape  any  and  all  assesamMit  and  taxaltoi  by  special 
t)ri  vileKe 

RESIGNATION  IS  ALWAYS  OPEN,  and  it  is  the 
effective  remedy  aiz;ainst  present  and  future  wrongdoing 
of  all  kinds  by  "wiiUng  office  holders. 

PEACE  IS  ONLY  POSSIBLi:  WHEN  IT  MSTS 
rPON  JUSTICE. 

Cooking  and  eating  one's  neighbors  flesh,  alter  the 
mann^  of  the  South  Sea  islanders,  is  not  the  only  kind 
of  CANNIBALISM  in  the  world,  nor  the  worst  kind. 

I  might  forgive  a  Fijian  for  making  a  cold  lun<*h  oiT 
my  body,  but  is  he  not  a  more  abandoned  cannilial  who, 
while  posing  as  a  guardian  and  doing  equity  between 
man  and  man,  stuffs  the  county  treasury  with  my  means 
of  livelihood;  and  sucks  up  my  prospects  of  material 
success  in  order  to  make  better  showing  and  Increase 
the  county  revenue?  Is  not  Barbarism  prettier  when  It 
is  left  to  show  the  natural  grain  than  when  It  Is  coated 
over  with  PRETENDED  EQUALITY? 

Is  it  in  the  spirit  of  sweet  fraternity  to  bun^riste 
one  brother  as  means  of  capitalizing  some  other  brother, 
or  to  be  clandestinely  ruthless  to  order  to  be  pyrotech- 
nically  humanitarian? 

As  the  *'power  to  tax  is  the  power  to  destroy"  neither  - 
is  logic  nor  in  law,  neither  in  reason  nor  in  common 
sense  is  there  any  lawfnl  right  or  excuse  to  tax  one 
owner  more  than  the  immediate  adjoining  owner,  where 
their  UTILITY  (which  is  the  basis  of  all  value)  are 
the  same. 

Anything  over,  above  or  beyond  UTILITY  is  uncer- 
tain, not  to  be  depended  upon,  and  can  have  nothing 
whatsoever  to  do  with  KIESENT  cash  OK  REAL 
VALUE.  IMAGINARY  OR  SPECULATIVE  VALUES 
exist  only  in  the  mind,  and  as  yet  we  have  no  law  to 
tax  such  guesses  or  random  judgment.  They  are  not 
salable:  they  cannot  be  transferred,  either  by  bill  of 
sale  or  deed;  heuce  can  have  no  value. 

We  stocerely  hope  for  the  rei)utation  and  good  name 
of  Denver,  the  principle  and  worthy  cause  which  we 
represent  may  receive  speedy,  fair  and  Just  considera- 
tion, so  as  to  save  us  the  unpleasant  but  sincere  duty 
of  embodying  this  rather  unsavory  record  in  the  third 
edition  of  our  Taxation,  which  we  are  now  working  on, 
thence  so  to  go  with  the  complete  record,  step  bf  at^ 
as  it  has  been  evolved,  broadcast  to  the  world. 

Petitioner  represents  that  said  assessments  are  exces- 
sive, unjust,  inequitable  and  disproportionate,  illegal 
and  should  therefore  be  reduced  and  the  tax  abated 
accordingly. 

How  can  a  politician  or  officer  who  pays  but  little  tC 

any  tax  be  in  sympathy  or  do  justice  to  the  over-bur* 
dened  taxpayer,  and  especially  in  times  of  depression? 

That  he  has  paid  said  taxes.  Wherefore,  your  peti- 
tioner i)rays  that  the  taxes,  as  aforesaid  erroneously 
assessed,  may  be  in  the  sum  of  $....  

NAVOtBDN  WagNCB, 

Pedtloiier. 

State  of  Colorado.  '  gg 

City  and  County  of  Denver.  ( 

Napoleon  Wagner,  being  first  duly  sworn,  says  that  lie 
is  the  petitioner  above  named,  and  that  the  facts  statiid 
in  the  foreeoUig  petition  are  true. 

NAPm^BON  Waoncb. 

Petitioner. 

Sufaeertbed  and  swm  tie  before  me  this  30th  day  of 
October.  1914. 

(And  signed)  Bixia  B.  THausH, 

Kolaiy  PttbUc 
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RnaoiLUTioK  or  Cotjktt  Opmmiiiotpwmm 

Whereas,  the  County  Commissioners  of  the  City  and 
County  of  Denver,  State  of  Colorado,  at  a  duly  and  law- 
fully called  regular  meeting  held  on  the  17th  day  of 
November,  1914.  at  which  meeting  there  were  present 
Commissioners  John  B.  Hunter,  Alexander  Nisbet,  Oalr 
J.  Pitcher  and  Otto  F.  Thum,  notice  of  such  meeting 
and  an  opportunity  to  be  present  having  been  given  to 
the  assessor  of  said  county  and  said  assessor,  Clair  J. 
Pitcher,  being  present,  and, 

Whereaa,  The  said  County  Commissioners  have  care- 
fully considered  the  within  application,  and  are  fully 
advised  In  relation  thereto, 

Now  &e  it  Resolved,  That  said  petition  be  deniott. 

Voting  in  the  affirmative,  Commissioners  Hunter,  Nis^ 
bet,  Thum  (3). 

Voting  in  the  negative,  none  (0). 

State  of  Colorado,  1^ 
dty  and  County  of  Denver,  f 

IBB  Thmrti,  for  Otto  F.  Thnm,  CommlssionW  ot 
Property  ex-officio  County  Clerk  and  Clerk  of  the  Board 
of  County  Commissioners  in  and  for  the  City  and  County 
of  Denver,  State  of  Colorado,  do  hereby  certify  that  the 
above  and  foregoing  order  is  truly  copies  from  the  rec- 
ords of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  County  Com- 
mlssioners  for  ttdd  City  and  County  pf  DenTer,  now  in 
Biy  office.  ,        .  , 

In  Witness  Whereof,  I  have  bmnnto  aet  my  Hand 
and  affixed  the  seal  of  said  City  and  County*  at  Deixver, 
Ai»  xTth  day  of  NoTember,  A.  D.  1914. 

— '  J.  THUM,  Coonty  Clerk. 

Fif  Bhxjs  B.  Thbush,  Deputy. 

NovMBber  Uth,  1914. 

Mr.  NMoleon  Wagm  ^  ,  . 

im  Bbomb  Street,  Dwrar,  Colorado. 

Deer  Sir:  -     _»  ^ 

This  is  to  inform  you  tliat  at  a  meetdlf  off  the  Boora.ot 
Cooaty  CoiaiBisoionnro,  held  November  17th,  1914,  at  WMi 
you  were  present,  your  petition  No.  9135,  lor  a  WUM  of 
S7(L989  assessed  valuation  on  lots  3  and  4,  Mode  161» 
Damr,  for  the  years  1912  and  1913,  was  doMod,  and  tte 
lOim—inilotimT  r'  AoMsoor  concurred  in. 
'  *  Yem  tmly, 

tflllTT-')         E.  B.  Thrush» 
Tax  Comoussieaer. 

Explanation  of  Notice 

Denver,  Colo.,  Nov.  17.  1914. 
1.  Test^y.  No7«nber  16,  1914,  Mr  George  J.  Kin- 
del  M  C.  stated  to  this  Tax  Commission  that  In  1911 
and  1912  he  had  carefully  investigated  my  Ideas  and 
eontenUon  on  taxation  and  found  the  same  to  be  correct; 
that  the  former  Board  of  Equalization  recognized  the 
worth  and  truth  of  the  Napoleon  Wagner  tax  system  of 
Utility,  which  to  baaed  on  the  honest  earning  power  of 
all  property;  that  our  said  Board  then  granted  his  re- 
Quest  for  a  refund  of  his  taxes  for  1912  on  the  lots,  as 
well  ae  the  peraonality,  on  precisely  the  same  basis  we 
did  in  1911.  exac^  aa  per  the  aUtement  in  his  peUUon 

now  before  you.  ,r,w  —  ■»» 

2  I  was  Informed  by  Assessor  Pitcher.  Mr.  Thum,  Mr. 
Huiter  and  Mr.  Kisbet,  that  their  Board  of  EquallzaUw. 
or  Tax  Commission,  had  no  legal  jnrladlctlon 

to  grant  abatement  or  do  anything  wiUi  attoimts  esalmea 
on  valuation  over  $7,500.00.   

3  Then  on  the  above  ground  and  Daalfl,  I  rerueea 
to  'present  this  case  or  try  it  on  its  merits  or  argue 
it  In  anv  way.  The  only  papers  presented  to  the  above 
board  was  the  petition  and  piUEW  20,  21  and  22, 
which  was  read  bv  Mr.  Thrush,  clerk  of  said  board. 
The  balance  of  eight  exhibits  referred  to  in  my  petition 
were  not  read,  nor  were  they  In  any  ii«T  presented  to 

said  board.  ,      .  * 

4,  I  th^efore  protested  that  said  board  take  any 

action  !n  this  case.  ^  , 

5  The  said  board  ignored  my  protest  and  concurred 
in  the  recommendation  of  said  assessor,  to  which  I  pro- 
tested  and  excepted  MOCK  OB  MAKB-BBSmsVB  TUAh, 
etc 

6.  I  then  asked  to  hav^  their  record  or  minutes  con- 


tain the  above  facts,  which  was  refused  and  deni^,  yet 
they  aU  admitted  said  facts.  To  this  I  objected  and 
excepted— UNFAIR— FALSE,  etc  ^  ,  *k 

7  I  then  asked  to  have  the  case  referred  to  the 
Colorado  Tax  Commission.  This  was  also  refused.  I 
then  asked  to  have  my  every  legal  right  protected  and 
reserved  for  appeal  to  the  Colorado  Tax  Commission 
or  to  the  County  or  District  court 

8  Mr  Thum  told  the  story  of  taking  the  log  at  sea, 
of  the  captain  being  DRUNK  and  SOBER  on  different 
days  buTSed  to  have  the  FACTS  GO  IN  THE  REC- 
ORD This  is  but  a  sample  block  case,  etc.  Prmciple  is 
my  chief  contention.  I  am  flghUng  a  batUe  for  all  tax- 
payers including  the  tnx  commissioners,  yet  they  seem 
to  be  fighting  against  me.  If  as  said  board  admitted 
(but  perhaps  will  deny  unless  we  force  acknowledgment 
of  the  above  tects  now)  how  can  we  appeal,  what  is 
there  to  appeal,  from  a  body  or  board  who  confessed 
they  had  no  jurisdiction?  If  this  is  true,  is  it  not  an 
ARBITRARY  ASSESSMENT?   Is  this  not  illegal? 

Truthfully  and  respectfully  submitted.  N.  W. 

Upon  motion  of  Member  Thum,  seconded  by  Member 
Pttcber.  It  was  ordered  that  the  request  of  Napoleon 
Wagner,  that  the  record  of  the  action  of  the  Board  on 
Petition  No.  9135.  November  17th,  1914.  be  amended  to 
eoaform  to  his  statement  submitted,  be  denied. 

Ayes— Hunter,  Nlabet»  Pitcher,  Thum  and  Perkins. 

Nays— None.  _^  ,    _^  ,      .  . 

Mr.  Wagner  thereupon  entered  a  ymm  protest  against 
the  action  taken  by  the  Board. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  Is  a  true  and  cor- 
rect copy  of  an  action  taken  by  the  Board  of  County 
Commissioners  at  a  meeting  held  December  14th,  1914, 
and  as  of  record  in  this  ofBce. 

Otto  F.  Thum, 
Commissioner  of  Property,  Ex-Officlo  County  Clerk. 
^^^^  By  B.  B.  Thrush,  Deputy. 

My  Explanation  of  Above 

Denver,  Colo.,  Dec.  14,  1914. 
This  day  Tax  Commissioners  Thum,  Hunter  and  Nis- 
bet  refused  to  modify  or  add  to  their  record  dated  No- 
vember 17,  1914,  the  facts  as  per  my  explanation  of  my 
petition  No.  9135  for  a  refund  of  taxes,  yet  on  the  tenth 
day  of  December.  1914,  Messrs.  Thum  and  Hunter  re- 
requested  that  I  bring  the  above  matter  formally  before 
their  said  board  for  correction.  Mr.  Hunter  said  he 
thought  their  board  ought  to  add  to  their  snld  record  my 
explanation  of  tects,  which  he  did  not  like  to  sign  alone, 
yet  all  again  voted  against  it.  which  I  protested. 

I  asked  Mr.  Thum  and  Mr.  Hunter  why  they  had  me 
come  before  tlielr  board  if  not  to  complete  their  record 
by  adding  my  explanation  of  facts,  which  they  all  knew 
to  be  true,  and  not  one  of  them  would  or  could  deny? 
Manifestly  the  whole  proceeding  was  unfair. 

Respectt^Qy* 
(^ned)        NAreEtfm  Waohib. 


DsMT,  Colo,  Dec.  16,  1914. 

Dr.  John  B.  Piiillips, 
Mr.  Celsus  P.  Link, 
Mr,  J.  Frank  Adamt, 

Colorado  Tax  CoromistioD. 

Gentlemen:  ,  ,  •    *u  r^:*_ 

On  behalf  of  myself  and  all  other  taxpayers  in  the  City 
and  County  of  Denver,  Colorado,  I  respectfully  request  tiuit 
your  honorable  Board  carefully  consider  the  enclosed  peti- 
tion No.  9135,  for  a  reiund  of  taxes,  filed  witii  Assessor 
Pitcher  on  October  20,  1914.  ,  ,    ,  . 

This  is  but  a  sample  case,  and  as  1  stand  ready  to  dii^t 
myself  of  any  and  all  pers<mal  mterest  I  »nay^«^« 
matter  by  dooeting  the  same  to  the  organized  Chanty  Asso- 
ciation of  Denver  (just  as  I  did  in  1911  to  the  amount  ol 
S300i>0),  we  therefore  kindly  request  that  your  hooorable 
bo«rd  rMomncod  and  Mke  soeh  action  as  you  may  deem 
effective,  expedient,  meet  and  proper  for  the  immediate 
and  speedy  righting  of  this  great  pubhc  wrong  by  under  OTd 
over-valuation  and  diacrinAute  a  vwnes  for  aMMMBt 
and  taxation.  ^ 
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Exhibit  No.  2.  pages  19,  20,  21  and  22.  Also  find ^ 
of  notice  of  record  to  me  dated  November  18,  1914^  winflfc 
sever  took  place,  except  as  per  the  foUowing  facte  ef  aeop» 

%n"tritten"«q^^^  from  yooT  Honorable  Board  I  wiU 
tfladly  furnish  the  balance  of  said  eight  exhibits  referred  to 
iSTsaid  petition,  together  with  any  other  pertinent  informa- 
tion for  clear,  intelligent  understandmg  and  just  eetioo. 

Rc^ectlidlr  yours, 
UOl  Emerson  St,  Napoleon  Wagner. 


PS.  We  are  advised  by  competent  authority  it  is  mani- 
lestiy  your  duty  to  right  these  wroo^  etc.  See 
don  of  Colorado.  Mills  Annotated  Statutes  1912,  Vol.  1, 
Paie  176,  See.  3,  and  following.   Also  see  Colorado  Session, 
iZs  1911,  615.  Sees.  12.  13.  36  and  39.    Also  find 

copy  of  notice  off  record  and  my  explenetion  off  same,  dated 
December  14,  1914.  Also  see  National  Tax  Association 
Proceedings.  Vol.  3.  pages  157  and  158.  Thomas  M.  Co^y, 
and  words  of  President  Cleveland  m  hla  MMSaie  ^  Obc^ 
188&  Are  these  words  not  equally  appUcaUe  to  til  po- 
tion whether  lederal,  stau  or  local?  w. 


J.  Frank  Adams,  Chairman, 

John  B.  PhUlips, 

CelsQS  P.  Link. 

Sheldon  E.  Tucker.  Secretary. 

Denver,  CoiOn  l>ec.  23,  1914. 
State  off  Colorado, 
Offiee  ef  Golorade  Tax  CeoHBtiWM, 
Mr.  Napoleon  WagneT, 

1101  Emerson  St.,  Denver,  Colo. 

Dear  Sir: 

Replying  to  your  communication  of  Dec.  16th,  requesting 
this  commisstoD  to  oonsider  Petition  No.  9135  lor  a  reffmd 
of  taxes  in  Denver,  will  state  that  this  commission  cannot 
consider  applications  for  refunds  or  abatements  unless  the 
seme  have  first  been  recommended  by  the  Board  of  Equali- 
zation ;  in  Denver  and  board  eotttttting  off  the  five  city  com- 
missioners. . ,  ,  -  „  ,  f 
Where  soch  petitions  are  denied  by  seid  local  Board  of 
Equalization  tiboy  do  ooC  eomo  to  this  eommisnon  for  con- 
sideration. , 

Yours  very  truly, 
The  Cqlobaoo  Tax  Commission, 
By  C.  P.  Link. 


Is  this  so:  if  not.  why  nof  See  letter  of  date  July 
21  1914  from  Hon.  Freil  Farrar.  Attorney  General  M 
Colorado.  Alao  a  letter  from  Attomcrs  P«naung  « 
<nt«wOTth  of  date  Aug.  U,  1914. 


Denver,  Colo.,  July  20,  1914^ 
Hon.  Elias  M.  Ammons.  Governor, 

Denver,  Colorado. 
Dear  Sir? 

On  behalf  of  mvself  and  all  other  taxpayers  of  the  City 
and  County  of  Denver,  and  State  of  Colorado,  I  object  and 
protest  die  present  quasi  guess  or  gropind  in  the  dark 
method  of  ascertaining  value  for  assessment  by  Assessor 
Pitcher,  of  the  City  and  County  of  Denver,  Colorado.  We 
contend  the  present,  uncertain  vacillating  and  discriminatory 
and  arbitrary  method  of  fixinii  value  on  real  estate  and  all 
otiier  property  is  pure  guesswork,  is  unjust,  illegal  and  un- 
lawful, and  in  direct  violation  of  both  the  constitution  and 
statutes  of  the  State  of  Colorado,  viaw  they  both  require 
and  demand  that  all  property  subject  to  taxation  sliall  be 
assessed  by  a  UNIFORM  METHOD  and  on  a  uniform 
MODE  and  BASIS  of  value,  upon  the  same  class  of  prop- 
erty, to  secure  a  just  valuation.  See  Coostitutioo  off  Colo- 
rado, Mills  Annotated  Sututes,  1912,  Vol.  1,  Pajie  c.  176, 
Section  3,  and  following.  Also  see  Session  Laws  of  Colo- 
rado. 1911.  Page  625,  Section  39.  etc 

We  cite  Exhibit  A,  viz^  Assessment  Roll  and  Figures 
ffor  1912,  etc.,  to  show,  prove  and  demonstrate  thousands  off 
flagrant  discriminations.  We  dte  Exhibit  B,  viz.,  Assess- 
ment Figures  of  Block  161,  East  Denver,  Lots  Nos.  Three 
and  Four,  and  others,  with  tax  receipts  paid  under  protect 
as  Bidiibit  Q  to  ahow,  prove  and  demonstrate  willfful, 
DDjaat,  feiraM  erraro  endMisariniinelMMi,  ««eoieUy  ainnit 


said  Lots  Nos.  Three  and  Four.  Block  HI,  Best  I>enva; 
in  tbe  City  and  County  of  Denver,  Colorado,  to  the  grett 
damage  and  injury  to  the  owner  of  said  lots,  as  well  as  die 
damage  and  injury  to  all  other  taxpayers  m  eeia  0«y, 

coodty  and  state.  , 

For  which  we  pray  you  and  your  office  take  speedy  action, 
as  the  law  demands,  to  properly  enforce  all  assessors  and 
especially  said  Assessor  Pitcher  to  comply  with  all  ot  swd 
laws  and  to  punish  him  by  fine  and  ouster  of  office  as  made 
and  provided  by  statute,  etc 

1  haye  the  facts,  figures  and  papers  m  my  possession 
which  1  believe  wiU  enable  any  accountant  or  assessor^ 
average  ability  to  comply  with  the  above  laws.  On  request 
I  wiU  be  pleased  to  present  the  entire  matter  to  yon,  n^ 
dnding  the  documents  above  referred  to.  whidi  are  rather 

^''a'w  el*tiS^tter  is  sent  to  Attorney  General  Farrar. 

Respectfuly  yours, 
1101  Bmeraott  St.        {Sapud}     NiPOUWN  Wacm. 


Denver,  Colo.t  Ji^y  ^- 
Hon.  Elias  M.  Ammons,  Governor, 

Denver,  Golorndo. 
Dear  Sir: 

The  ouroort  of  my  letter  to  you  and  to  your  Attorney 
GenendVH^  Fred  Ferrer,  el  the  20A  uwt,  omy  be  re- 

dnced  to  two  points,  viz.:   

1.  It  is  generally  admitted,  and  it  is  easy  of  demonstra- 
tion and  conclusive  prooff,  that  both  the  Constitutoon  and 
Stntntes  off  Colorado  are  being  broken  and  violated,  domg 
gmt  injury  and  damage  to  every  taxpayer  »  Jtatff. 
iMCfluse  of  wilful  failure  to  use  a  method  or  PLAIN  lU 

Certain  ALL  value,  which  shall  pro- 

DUCE  UNIFORM  VALUE,  etc.  ,    .  , 

2.  It  is  equally  easy  to  demonstrate  and  conclusively 
prove  that  the  pli!^  of  i.x.tion  BASED  UPON  UTILITY 
will  comply  with  <]iMe  imper^ve  •Mtttory  .re'l™"'"^^ 
thereby  BO  •Qi^  but  4A«  to  dl  •like.  Ttat 

By  instructing  and  reqoiring  your  Attorney  General  to 
enforce  this  law  {no  new  laws  are  requiredl  you  will  oc 
successfully  accomplishing  constructive  work  of  the  very 
highest  order.  Your  name  will  #d  down  in  the  real  history 
of  Colorado  as  setting  a  precedent  for  all  states  and  coun- 
tries of  conserving  and  saving  what  is  now  wasted.  millKma 
apon  millioos  of  dollars'  worth  off  value,  lor  fair,  just  as- 
sessment and  taxation.  It  is  of  too  vast  importance  to  the 
entire  human  ffamily  to  have  POLITICS  domuate.  taint, 
toudi  or  influence  it  in  any  way. 

May  we  hope  for  your  hearty  ai^roval  and  co-operation 
in  securing  honest  taxation? 

Yours  trul>', 

llOX  fimerson  St.        (Signed)      Napoleon  Wagner. 


I>cnver,  Golon  Jnly  21,  1914. 

Dr.  Napoleon  Wagner. 
Denver,  Colorado. 

Dear  Doct(»r:  ,  ,  i    -^n  u 

I  have  this  morning  received  your  letter  of  July  20th 
and  I  desire  to  aalc  whether  or  not  you  have  presented  your 
case  to  the  Colorado  Tax  Conunission.  If  not,  won't  you 
please  do  so?  The  Tax  Commission  is  a  body  organized 
wMk  power  to  supervise  all  matters  pertaining  to  taxation, 
and  they  OMy  be  able  to  ^  yon  the  VMnedy  yon  need 
more  easily  than  any  other  method. 

The  Attorney  General  is  the  legal  advisor  of  this  com- 
flnismn  and  I  will  be  glad  to  co-op^ate  with  them  in 
securing  a  just  appraisement  for  the  purpose  of  taxation 
whenever  I  can  do  so.  I  suggest  this  procedure  hecaue 
die  matter  falls  directly  within  the  Une  el  work  «hU  the 
Tax  Commission  undertakes. 

There  is,  however,  another  remedy  open  to  you  which 
yon  may  have  to  avsdl  yourself  of  ultimately.  That  is,  to 
prwCMt  yoor  case  to  the  County  Board  off  Equalization, 
which,  m  this  county,  consists  off  die  6ve  oomBisMenere  off 
the  City  and  County  off  Damwr,  htt  tnke  it  mp  v^  ^  T«x 
CenunisMon  firat.  1  am, 

Yonrs  very  truly, 

PWiwrd)         Fkm>  Farr\r, 

Attorney  General. 
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August  II,  1914. 

Dr.  Nflpoleott  Wa|^i 

1101  Bmmoa  St,  D«imr»  Golotudou 
Pear  Sir: 

We  hm  oomidmd  the  qneftion  of  the  vaiform  assess- 
ment or  valuation  of  real  and  personal  property  in  the  City 
end  County  oi  Denver,  and  the  alleged  failure  of  the  assessor 
wMi  respect  tliereto. 

We  have  also  considered  the  provisions  of  Chapter  216 
of  the  Laws  of  1911,  being  an  act  to  create  a  permanent 
tax  commisBion.  We  have  ^so  eonsidered  Section  39  thereof 
which  provides  that  an  assessor  shall  forfeit  his  office  if  he 
shall  knowingly  or  wilfully  fail  to  equalize  any  real  or 
•psrsBial  property  according  to  its  true  value  in  money. 

AsMuning  that  you  have  the  facts  showiag  such  wilfnl 
ihnhnre,  it  is  our  opinion  that  yon  shouM  lay  the  matter 
halore  die  district  attorney  of  the  City  and  County  of  Den- 
ver, who  may,  on  his  own  relation,  or  upoii  the  relatioa  of 
a  taxpayer,  bring  a  suit  in  ouster,  which  is  in  die  nature  of 
a  9«e  warranto  proceeding. 

Should  the  distriet  attorney  fail  or  refuse  to  bring  such 
action,  then,  undoubtedly,  any  dtixco  who  is  injured  by  the 
failure  of  the  assessor  to  do  his  duty,  may  bring  such  action, 
miring  UP  the  failure  of  the  properly  constituted  officers 
ta  hrSig  Oa  aetiea. 

Respeetfttlly  yodrs, 

JHP-U.  (Si^wd)  FtaRSHIMG  ANU  TlTSWORTH. 


Denver,  Colo^  Sept.  28,  1914. 

JL  H.  Pershing,  Esq., 

Denver^  Colosade. 
Dear  Sfar: 

On  reeeipt  of  your  letur  of  August  11,  1914,  I  decided 
to  wait  until  Mr.  District  Attorney  Rush's  return  from 
Europe  to  get  a  personal  interview,  which  1  did.  At  first 
he  was  friendly — asked  if  T  would  like  to  have  you  person- 
aUy  pracacute  the  case  of  OUSTER  the  taaw  as  his  offiee 


would  do,  you  bemg  famiUar  wiA  Ae  faotj  ate.  1  said, 
<«Y^"  Later  he  refused  this  offer — on  the  ground,  He 
thought  first  die  proper  remedy  would  be  mandamus  vs. 
the  assessor,  the  state  Tax  Gomaiusiaa,  and  parhapa  tbe 
Attorney  General— later,  ouster  if  necessary. 

Of  late  1  have  been  working  with  the  Attorney  Uenerai, 
who  also  strongly  inclines  to  the  view  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  State  Tax  Commission.  They  all  seem  to  be  weak- 
kneed  or  hikewarm  or  "politically  cold-sweaty"  about  en- 
foreing  this  perfectly  ptain  statutory  remedy  vs.  what  is 
perhaps  one  of  the  greatest  wrongs  in  <»»«»y»g-.„T^ 
know  I  have  the  facts  well  in  hand  wiuch  would  faetUtaia 
the  preparation  of  the  case  and  make  easy  and  husmea^ 
like  its  presentation,  but  in  order  to  get  a  respectable  a^ 
fair  hearing,  it  must  have  clear  and  concise  presaotaboB  ay 
an  attorney  of  sufficient  commanding  influence  to  do  it. 

Will  you  do  this  gratis,  as  your  fair  and  honest  J™*  " 
contribution  to  civic  and  state  pride,  as  I  have  dOM  for 
more  than  ten  years,  besides  giving  and  laying  out  consid- 
erable sums  of  money  without  any  hope  of  reward  than  to 
ESTABLISH  A  JUST  PRINCIPLE  in  idam  eoaHBon  toter- 

ast  af  all  the  people.  ,  .     .  ^     *  i 

1  am  now  a  member  of  the  National  Tax  Association.  1 
attended  every  session  at  Aa  last  coofofenee^  nd  I  assure 
you  from  my  present  knowledge  I  am  mora  aaoouraged  than 
aver  hafora,  and  feel  sura  that  our  ideas  on  tnation  must 
and  win  receive  general,  if  not  universal,  raooiBition. 

I  quoted  your  name  and  remarks  to  me  at  my  last  briel 
interview  with  you.  viz.:  'Your  i^eas  on  taction  wouW 
have  been  adopted  before  this  time  if  YOU  HAD  USED 
LESS  STRONG  LANGUAGE."  I  have  been  told  by  com- 
petent judges  that  you  could  hardly  have  paid  me  or,  rather, 
my  work  on  merit,  a  greater  or  a  higher  compliment,  for 
which  I  sincerely  thank  you,  for  the  MERIT  or  science  ^d 
not  for  myself.  I  apologize  for  the  strong  language  on  tito 
bad*  of  haitti  dcniad  a  &ir  hearing  when  I  only  need  mtl4 
language.  Yours  very  truly, 

1101  Emerson  St.        (Signed)      Napolbon  Wagner. 


Chapter  5 

Ob,  Mr,  Assessor,  Where  Is  Thy  Gonseieiioe,  Integrity,  Honor? 


AN  HONEST  ATTEMPT  TO  .lUSTLY  ANALYZE 
AM>  CON8ERVB  OR  FIUSVSiNT  G&R^T  WASTfi  OF 
VALUE. 

"To  make  two  or  more  blades  of  grass  grow  where 
but  one  grew  before."  May  we  find  the  proper  aolution 
to  this  moot  problem  by  pure,  conclusive  reason  and 

logic. 

THE  TRUE  HISTORY  OF  THIS  CORNER  OF  FOUR 
LOTS: 

About  thirty  years  ago,  or  to  be  exact,  in  18SG,  lots 
Nob.  1  and  2,  block  161,  East  Denver,  were  then  owned 
by  the  present  owner,  and  In  that  year  lote  Nos.  8  and  4, 
East  Denver,  were  purchased  by  its  present  owner.  Then 
both  pairs  of  lota  were  practically  residence  property, 
and  nntminwred,  tmt  slightly  prospective  bnidnets 
property. 

Then  the  present  owner  of  lots  Nob.  3  and  4,  being  de- 
sirous to  get  an  outlet  or  frontage  to  the  principal  street, 

viz..  Seventeenth  street,  went  to  the  then  and  present 
owner  of  lots  Nos.  1  and  2  and  offered  to  give  three-fifths 
or  the  square  foot  for  two-Aftbs  by  subdividing  the  said 
four  lots,  giving  the  owner  of  Nos.  1  and  2  the  entire 
frontage  of  100  feet  on  California  street,  and  75  feet 
frontage  on  Seventeratb  street*  the  same  beSins  7&  feet 
by  100  feet  on  the  comer. 

For  this  exchange  the  owner  Of  said  lots  Nos.  3  and  4 
im  to  take  and  forever  hold  his  peace  and  be  satisfied 
to  accept  the  balance  of  said  four  lots,  vh;.:  a  strip  along 
the  alley  of  50  feet  frontage  on  Seventeenth  street  by 
100  feet  deep. 

This  plain  and  fair  offer  was  flatly  refused  and  no 
other  to  be  had.  This  refusal  and  denial  practically 
fdrced  the  owner  of  lots  Nos.  3  and  4  to  build  and  Im- 
prove them  separately,  which  he  then  did  at  an  expense 
of  over  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  by  erecting  a  per- 
manent three-story  and  basement  building.  This  fine 
and  hiAdsome  building  in  its  day  not  only  Increased  ihe 


value  of  its  own  lots,  but  very  greatly  enhanced  the 
value  of  said  loU  Nos.  1  and  2,  as  weU  as  the  enthre 
block  and  neighborhood.  , 

Indeed  it  is  conceded  this  building  did  more  to  draw 
business  In  this  direction  than  any  other  building  in  the 
witire  block  fbr  many  years.  , 

Up  to  this  time  the  owner  of  said  lots  Nos.  1  and  l 
had  done  but  lltUe  to  help  improve  their  value  or  to 
Inerease  the  value  of  any  other  lots  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, and  now  for  over  a  qtiarter  of  a  century  they  have 
only  had  a  temporary,  cheap,  one  and  two^!to^y  build- 
ing. Notwithstanding  this,  for  many  years  the  ground 
tloor  of  said  lots  Nos.  1  and  2  have  earned  more  than 
five  times  as  much  as  the  ground  floor  of  said  adjoining 

lots  Nos.  8  and  4. 

Yet  they  never  have  been  assessed  or  taxed  for  more 
than  one-third  to  one-half  of  what  they  could  and  should 
have  paid  relative  to  said  Nos.  3  and  4.  and  the  balance 
of  lots  on  said  block.  Is  this  fair?  Or  is  it  tax  dodg- 
ing? If  not  fair,  will  you  loan  your  Influ^ce  to  nap 
right  this  unpardonable  and  unjust  abuse? 

During  most  of  this  time,  with  few  exceptions,  the 
assessor  required,  demanded  and  unjustly  took  In  taxes 
each  year  from  said  lots  Nos.  3  and  4  between  one  and 
four  hundred  dollars,  both  relative  to  said  lots  Nos.  1 
and  2.  as  well  as  relative  to  lots  ta  the  middle  of  said 

block.  ,  , 

For  many  years  nearly  every  assessor  and  many  real 
estate  men  have  Importuned  me  to  give  them  a  price  and 
option  of  the  value  of  said  lots  Ncs.  3  and  4.  Indeed, 
■we  have  repeatedly  been  threatened  if  we  failed  to  do 
this  the  assessment  would  be  raised  and,  in  positive 
proof  of  this  fact,  see  the  assessment  roll  and  tax  re- 
ceipts, which  demonstrate  an  unjust  valuation  and  dis- 
erlminaUon  against  said  lots  Nos.  3  and  4  from  one 
to  twenty  thousand  dollars  v^uatlon  in  a  single  year. 
The  present  assessor  has  gtme  the  Umlt  111  placing 
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a  value  on  said  lots  Nos.  3  and  4  of  neatly  one  hundred 
fhlm^nd  doUMS  Who  is  be.  anyway,  who  arrogates  to 
S?  aS  Bu'^r-wisdom?  Jhat  is  or  h«i  been 
his  qualification,  experience  and  fitness  ^« 
toin  fftlr  and  just  values?  Is  and  was  he  not  a  raw 
recruit  and  protege  of  the  famous  assessor  .of  the  so- 
S  Somers  or  Unit  System?  Did  he  not  get  ^^J^^ 
iSe  through  and  under  him?  Has  he  made  any  just 
appl^'l^to  this  Wiseacre  or  super-wisdom?  You  have 
hut  to  glance  at  the  official  record  and  see. 

BoSi  tte  CONOTITUTION  AND  STATUTES  OF  COL- 
ORADO  declare  all  taxes  shall  be  uniform  upon  the 
^e  ^Ifproperty;  uniformity  in  the  njsde  of  mak- 
tag  LasMoente  is  essential  to  uniformity  of  taxes  The 
assessor  must  secure  a  Just  valuation.  See  Constitution 
of  Colorado.  Mills  Annotated  Statutse,  1912,  Vol.  1.  Page 
c.m  Section  3.  and  following;  Also  see  Colorado  Ses- 
Son  Lows.  1911.  Page  615.  and  the  foUowing  Sections. 

^^We^re^not "these" laws  made  to  protect  the  people?  Why 
allow  any  assessor  to  apply  a  different  rate  or  staiidard 
S  value  on  comer  lota,  taslde  lots,  and  lots  next  to  the 
corner?  This  is  being  done  every  day  ta  direct  TlolaUon 
of  the  above  laws,  which  we  protest. 

With  all  this  reeord  staring  us  in  the  face.  Is  » lag 
to  imagine  the  cause  and  source  of  all  this  delicata  aJid 
tender  sollcltaUon  and  inquiries  for  the  option  commls- 
^  and  sale  of  said  lots  Nos.  3  and  4?  It  seems  to 
be  human  (or  animal)  nature  to Jtttempt  W  shUt 
faults  or  wrongdoing  upon  the  shoulders  of  «ie  \is^ 
ami.  Now,  in  the  name  of  High  Heaven,  what  have  said 
poor  lots  Nos.  3  and  4  done  that  they  should  be  treated 

in  this  manner?  .  „      .  . 

WHO  IS  THE  OBSTRUCTIONIST,  lots  Nos.  3  and  4 
or  Nos.  1  and  2?  Echo  seems  to  answer.  Nos.  1  and  2, 
with  a  constant  stream  of  gold  pouring  tato  its  lap. 
What  energy  force  or  material  has  Nos.  1  and  2  put 
forth  tfS  this  riches,  but  bask  ta  the  sunshine  and 

Te^p  prac«^^^^  of  22>?^*^Ji'''2?^ 

of  which  is  and  has  hew  Justly  due  all  other  lots  ta 

^^It  ulkes'no  astrologer  or  ptaUosopber  to  discern  that 
ta  the  future,  as  our  most  beautiful  city  ^ows.  this  ^ort 
central  and  exceptionally  well  located  building  site  of 
said  four  lots  may  well  he  worth  when  Properly  «>m- 
bined.  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  or  more.  There 
may  be  no  possible  chance  of  bringing  this  about  during 
tibte  me  ttme  of  the  present  owners,  and  yet  there  seems 
to  remata  but  one  latent  or  possible  chance,  which  can 
only  he  done  by  mutual  agreement,  if  at  all,  in  an  opea. 
fair,  frank  mannw.  Not  by  agent,  or  on  any  cash  basis 
and  a  potenttal  or  future  ha^  could  never  be  agreed 

accomplish  this  result  to  the  great  profit  and  ben- 
efit of  both  the  owners  of  Nos.  1  and  2  and  No?*  3 

perhaps  Nos.  5  and  C.  as  well  as  tb^  city  county 
and  rtate,  before  It  is  forever  too  late;  said  Nos.  3  and  4 
practically  renews  the  fair,  liberal  and  ge^erjSrS^S 
for  subdivision,  made  to  Nos.  1  and  2  twenty^elgbt 

with  this  eminently  fair  provision  that  Nos.  1  and  2 
take  the  splendid  building  now  on  Nos,  8  and  4  and 
erect   a,  stricUy   first-olass   three-story   and  basement 
building  free  of  all  charges  on  the  alley  strip  or  corner 
if  elected,  to  be  taken  by  Nos,  3  and  4.  same  style,  etc 
as  he  may  build.   Said  Nos.  3  and  4  to  have  the  privi- 
lege of  adding  Additional  capital  to  build  higher  or 
uniform  with  Nos.  1  and  3,  With  perpetual  free  entrance 
and  elevator  service.   Nos.  3  and  4  to  deed  outright  to 
Nos.  1  and  2  its  very  valuable  artislan  well,  7«  feet 
deep,  with  m  its  franchise  paraphernalia,  etc    for  the 
free  and  mutual  use  of  all  of  said  property.   This  late 
or  deathbed  conditional  offer  is  largely  made  with  lltue 
bone  of  its  being  accepted  by  the  present  owner  of  said 
lots  Nos.  1  and  2,  but  to  put  a  permanent  stop  to  any 
and  all  false,  false,  false  error  or  report  as  to  who  is 
the  real  obstructionist,  as  well  as  to  defin  tely  go  on 
public  record  to  fix  any  and  all  future  liabilities  In  re- 
gard to  this  property,  because  ta  the  tatate 
may  take  a  hand,  as  in  Germany  «Bd  el80wbflre>  HI  regftp 
luting,  matters  of  this  ktad. 


It  Is  not  true,  but  false  and  malicious  or  error  to  state 
or  report  that  the  owner  of  said  lots  Nos.  -^J^^d  4  now 
or  at  any  time  ta  the  past,  own  or  ta  any  way  conttol 
Sy  corner  buildtag  site  in  the  City  of  Denver  except  a 
??L^Tsite  of  ole  and  one-half  lots  and  of  lessv^ 
than  five  thousand  d<mars.  as  can  easUT  be  vmm  by 
tbe  publie  records,  tax  receipts,  etc. 

It  Is  true  that  the  said  owner  of  loU  Nos.  1  and  2  owns 
an  UUuy  go^d  or  better  buildtag  site  of  two  lots  just 
SSr^  tiUs  street  on  the  opposite  corner  of  Californ  a 
^Seventeenth  strtets,  which  Is  already  Permanently 
JSnrovId  with  a  fine  sSstory  and  basement  office  buUd- 
S^^haps  w»e  of  the  best  rented  buildtags  in  Denver. 
Sta^SSy  Sue  that  the  said  owner  of  this  very  valu- 
lite  ffltag  rtte  and  buildtog 

forever  lost  the  right  and  golden  opportunity  of  m- 
mensely  increasing  the  value  of  said  property  by  faUing 
rXireT-SmSrtldate  witii  the  adjolntag  lote  conj^ 
aponding  to  lots  Nos.  3  and  4.  before  they  woto  (ta 
delfense)  permanenUy  improved  with  »  splentid  stt- 
Btory  building. 

Is  tt  not  true  that  he  who  takes  W»  neWOwr  wr  a 
fool  generally  gets  fooled? 

We  must  all  atott  that  these  two  lots,  or  Postage 
stamp  wniers,  so  centrally  located,  are  ^^s  -class  or  he 
bM^t  type  of  revenue  producers,  no  matter  how  Im- 
^tl  hS  is  it  right,  is  it  fair,  or  is  it  just  that  ^ 
tvM  5  nrooerty  dioald  be  assessed  and  taxed  at  a  less 
raUo  of'^lSv'thT^  adjotaing  or  other  property? 
18  it  not  arrogant,  piggish  and  wrong  to  «Ji^J^^*»^ 
of  very  valuable  property  (largely  so  cre^  by  un- 
far^ln^ment)^o  annuaUy  a^dperpetui^,  ^^rect^ 
or  indirectly,  profit  or  inftaence  tbe  aassssor's  olBce  to 
SUw  Jor  iteelf  and  its  coordinate  infiuential  type  un- 
dervaluation  for  assessment  and  taxaUon  relative  to 
adjoining  or  other  property? 

IB  this  not  O^antaed,  powerfully  Influential  tut  do^ 
ing  of  the  deepest  dye?  Is  this  not  ^"^^^^"^J^. 
avoiding  to  bear  their  just  proportion  of  «MO«"nn«t 
imd  taStion  for  honest  governmental  purposes?  Is  this 
cheating  the  city,  county  and  ^^^^^^^^^Sl 
other  taxpayer  In  the  state?  Can  this  ^pe  of  taUvm- 
alB  be  good  or  deslittble^tlsensT 

Is  there  any  good  or  sane  waaonwhy  t^^^lty  should 
not  annually  penalize  all  this  type  of  investment  Mr 
obstructing,  curtailtag  and  PW^atin^;  ^'^\'^^^],^^^ 
^SSiable  increase  of  value  which  tbe  cl^ 
of  ita  Increase  of  population  product?  If  tiie  «ty  If^ 
^io»  this  value,  and  it  does,  why  should  it  sacrifice  it 
or  give  it  to  a  few  crafty.  unconsclentUble,  greed>^  cor- 
ner owners?  Why  should  not  all  clasNS  of  PJ^^y  fOT 
taxation  be  put  oa  the  one  fair,  honest  basis  of  pTILlTY 
Sits  honest  earning  power,  or  Pr^o^le  ^J^^JPS  POwer 
if  vacant,  and  thereby  fully  comply  witii  ™; 
lite,  as  kt  present)  aU  laws  0t  tHe  Constttutioii  and 
Statutes  of  Colorado.  , 

The  present  and  futare  great  value  lies  In  the  ta- 
creased  number  of  square  feet  in  this  or  any  comer  ai. 
a  building  site,  which  can  be  conveniently  and  econom- 
ically  operated  and  used  from  tbe  principal  street. 

Each  square  foot  added  to  any  such  small  corner  ol 
two,  three,  four,  five,  six  or  more  lots,  increases  not 
only  the  value  of  tbe  added  square  feet  or  lots,  but  in- 
creases immensely  the  value  and  earning  power  of  every 
souare  foot  or  lot  in  the  entire  corner. 

NW.'If  this  is  true,  and  it  is,  can  any  small  corner 
owner  even  from  self-interest,  afford  to  enact  tbe  dog 
in  the  manger"  policy?  Cut  iu  nose  off  to  spite  «nd 
disfigure  Ita  own  little  Inslptd  facet  .  ,  . 

Economical  history  warrants  us  In  saying  from  a 
conservative  financial  point  of  view,  any  such  small 
comer  w«dl  situated  can  hardly  pay  too  much  even  up 
to  its  own  corner  value,  for  such  additional  ground 
as  it  must  have  or  should  have  ta  mate  a  ftWyjfti^ 
balanced  tavestment.  because  eadi  fOpt  addod  Is  of  tne 

saako  value  as  the  comer.  ^..^  jt 

No  Investment  which  must  meet  too  great  ovemeaa 

charges  can  par  lar^e  or  regular  dividends. 
"Will  not  the  same  entrance,  light,  elevator  service 

and  general  opmttag  espense  be  prafitleaUy  the  same 


for  two  as  lor  four  lots,  and  sot  graaOy  iBereanoa  for 

six  lots? 

A  smooth,  regular,  dependable,  first-class  dividend- 
payer  of  real  estate  is  only  to  be  had  in  a  suitably 
well  poised  Investment;  space,  room  and  square  feet 
spell  efficiency,  value  and  incrwed  proflta.  Small,  Ill- 
arranged  rooma  and  lov,  aUnssr,  dtsuETt  liallwas^  «peil 
failure. 

l*he  best  is  none  too  good  for  the  present  Amerlean 
pablic,  hence  for  success  we  must  be  bie^iearted  and 
generous  to  a  fault,  to  meet  this  demand. 

Let  us  see  what  are  the  Mets  in  the  present  case: 

1st — Lots  Nos.  1  and  2  own  fifty  by  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  feet,  or  <i,250  square  feet,  on  the  corner. 

2nd — liOts  Nos.  3  and  4  own  fifty  by  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  feet,  or  C,250  square  feet,  next  to  the  comer. 

3rd— By  the  above  offer  of  subdivision,  lots  Nos.  1  and 
'%  Will  own  seventy-five  by  one  hundred  feet,  or  7,500 
aqinare  feet,  on  the  comer,  which  is  a  net  gain  of  1,250 
square  feet  of  the  very  valuable  ground  floor  space,  and 
the  same  amount  of  net  gain  in  floor  space  for  each 
additional  story,  say  twelve  stories,  will  egual  a  total 
of  net  gain  in  floor  space  of  15,000  square  feet. 

In  addition  to  this,  lots  Nos.  1  and  2  will  acquire  175 
feet  frontage,  which  is  no  loss  in  lineal  feet  frontage. 
Capitalize  the  earnings  of  thia  extra  floor  space  at  a  fair 
or  even  at  a  small  valuation,  and  you  vHI  bate  a  luge 
sum  of  money  annually. 

4tlir—By  the  above  olfer  of  snbdiviBion,  lots  Nos.  3  and 
4  will  own  fifty  by  one  hundred  feet,  or  5,000  square  feet 
next  to  the  corner,  but  the  strip  on  the  alley,  which  is 
a  net  loss  of  1*250  square  feet  of  the  very  valuable  ground 
or  floor  space,  and  the  same  amount  of  net  loss  in  floor 
space  for  each  additional  story,  say  twelve  stories,  will 
equal  a  total  net  loss  in  floor  space  of  15.000  square  feet. 

If,  by  the  subdivision,  Nos.  3  and  4  be  permitted  to 
take  the  corner  of  California  and  Seventeenth  streets, 
thai  it  18  willing  to  give  Nos.  1  and  2  two  square  feet  to 
its  one  square  foot.  This  would  give  Nos.  1  and  2  one 
hundred  feet  on  the  alley  by  eighty-three  and  one-third 
feet  on  Seventeenth  street,  or  8,333%  square  feet,  which 
is  a  net  loss  of  2,083%  square  feet  of  the  very  valuable 
ground  or  floor  space,  and  the  same  amount  of  net  loss 
in  floor  space  for  each  additional  story,  say  twelve  sto- 
ries, will  equal  a  total  net  loss  in  floor  space  of  25,000 
square  feet,  suffered  by  Nos.  3  and  4  in  order  that  it 
may  acquire  the  strip  on  the  corner  forty-one  and  two- 
thirds  feet  on  Seventeenth  street,  by  one  hundred  feet 
on  Califoraia  street 

Notwithstanding  this  apparent  terrific  relative  loss, 
comi)etent,  efficient  economists  assure  us  it  is  decidedly 
to  the  advantage  of  both  lots  Nos.  1  and  2  as  well  as 
lots  Nos,  3  and  4,  to  make  this  exchange,  thereby  greatly 
increasing  the  value  of  both  properties;  a  conservative 
estimate;  lots  Noa.  l  and  2  will  be  increased  more  than 
double  their  present  value;  while  lots  Nos.  3  and  4  will 
be  increased  between  one-third  and  one-half  of  their 

mresent  value. 

Please  bear  in  mind  this  is  but  analyzing  one  corner. 
What  is  true  of  this  corner  is  practically  trae  of  every 
business  corner  in  the  entire  city  and  in  nearly  every 
other  large  city  in  America  similarly  situated.  Millions 
upon  millions  of  dollars'  worth  of  good  true  value,  eseaip* 
\ni^  all  just  valuation  and  assessment  for  taxation  tcom 
year  to  year— For  what?  For  why?  Ask  your  aMssor. 
Can  any  ri^t-mlnded  person  assign  any  sane  reason*  tor 
swdi  official  work  or  conduct? 

The  above  offer  of  consolidation  of  perhaps  one  of 
the  most  potratially  valuable  boeiness  comers  in  Den- 
ver will  be  applying  the  add  test  by  making  a  bona 
fide  offer  to  put  the  theory  of  the  plan  of  UTILITY 
in  actual  practice,  reduced  to  a  gold  or  monetary  stand- 
ard of  value.  Is  it  not  uttering  a  great  economic  truth 
In  clearly  paving  the  way  by  laying  an  indestructible 
foondation  for  speedy  municipal  regulation  and  control 
by  everv  city  in  the  world  of  ITS  GREATEST  INTER- 
EST, ITS  SITE  OR  LAND  VALUE?  Will  it  not  take 
the  ating  out  of  greed  and  selfishness  by  putting  all  Civic 
value  on  the  high  broad  plane  of  HUMANITY? 

AU  American  titles  are  now  subject  to  the  law  of 
SMUWNT  DCnCAXN,  henee  all  <dvie  reaoonable  regalar 


tion  by  law  to  prevent  its  greatest  waste,  is  but  one 
short  and  natural  step  in  the  same  direction.  Please 
bear  in  mind  that  every  other  civic  interest  pales  into 
insignificance  relatlTe  to  its  Bite  or  land  value? 

The  GemnumpScasa  or  Equitable  Remedy 

All  cWe  aiithorit7  has  an  undoubted  underlying, 
equitable  rU^t  to  prevent  a  nuisance,  any  obstruction 
or  **dog  in  the  manger*'  use  of  individual  or  civic  rights, 
and  unnecessary  great  waste  or  losB  of  value  with  the 
adjoining  and  approximate  lots  or  fiite  values  of  prop- 
erty for  consolidation  of  two,  three,  four  or  more  build- 
In?  sites  into  one  grand  whole  for  permanent  improve- 
ment, thereby  producing  great  additional  value  for  all 
interested  parties,  including  the  city  and  state.  THE 
CITY  IS  AN  INTERESTED  PARTY  IN  AJAj  TiTLES. 
This  reasonable  and  fair  consolidation  should  alwajrs 
be  enforced  in  a  court  of  equity,  if  necessary,  after  due 
notice  and  under  and  along  lines  of  civic,  public,  neces- 
sity or  eminent  domain.  This  will  be  injuring  no  one, 
but  doing  a  great  good  by  giving  much  new  or  addi- 
tional value  to  all  interested  parties.  Perhaps  no  fairer 
basis  of  consolidation  or  sale  if  necessary  can  be  had 
than  the  fairly  estimated  potential  annual  earnings  of 
the  consolidated  whole;  and  not  the  present  or  past 
earnings  or  assessed  value  of  each  piece  of  property, 
site  value  for  taxation.  But  the  combined  or  total 
potential  utility  should  chiefly  control,  in  proportion  to 
the  total  increased  value  produced  by  the  consolidation. 

This  will  prevent  the  ever-present  greedy  pigs  to  be 
found  at  each  corner  trough,  site  value,  from  taking  all 
the  cream,  leaving  only  the  blue  or  skimmed  milk,  site 
value,  for  the  ijalance  of  the  lot  owners  in  each  block. 

The  common  law  of  the  land  is  made  up  of  UTILITY, 
based  on  pure,  clear  reason  and  logic,  a  skeleton  or  out* 
line  to  guide,  regulate  and  control  human  conduct. 

A  proper  scientifically  based  and  balanced  real  estate 
financial  investment  is  perhaps  one  of  the  safest  and 
most  conservative  promotion  development  in  the 
long  Hue  of  legitimately  capitalising  probable  preset 
and  potential  earnings  or  net  yield,  because  about  once 
in  33  years,  an  average  lifetime,  or  generation,  by  acl- 
entlfie  annual  amortisation,  t<^ther  with  a  fireproof 
building  and  some  fire  and  other  hazard  insurance,  the 
real  estate  investment  automatically  renews  its  life 
period.  The  site  value,  being  al>out  two-thirds  of  the 
investment,  cannot  be  destroyed,  requires  no  insurance 
or  protection  when  it  is  again  fully  prepared  for  rebond- 
ing  or  brand-new  investment  securely  founded  on  the 
original  property  at  an  advance  or  potential  revaluation; 
naturally  always  keeping  in  harmonious  step  and  pace 
with  the  growth,  development  and  increased  activity  by 
an  ever-Increased  earned  increment  produced  by  an  in- 
creased sure  supply  and  demand,  through  the  gradual 
increase  in  population. 

It  requires  no  super-wisdom  to  clearly  see.  as  we  have 
absolutely  demonstrated  and  proven  by  emphatic  exam- 
ple of  the  United  States  Nalional  Bank  building  of  Den- 
ver, Colorado,  by  the  sale  of  0%  gold  bonds  at  par,  after 
paying  $850,000  for  the  building,  still  leaves  91.400.000 
for  the  site  value  alone,  two-thirds,  or  $950,000,  for 
the  two  corner  lots  and  one-third,  or  $450,000,  for  the 
leasehold  or  adjoining  lots,  which  is  putdldy  admitted 
returns  an  annual  net  yield  at  G%. 

It  only  requires  a  very  few  such  corners  in  any  large 
dty  to  e<tnal  or  exetH  the  total  site  value  of  the  entire 
balance  of  your  city.  Hence,  why  should  all  the  valu- 
able corners  not  pay  the  general  levy  tax  on  all  their  net 
income?  If  they  did.  it  would  be  fair  play,  and  the 
balance  of  your  city  would  l>e  taxed  for  perhaps  one- 
half  to  one-third  less  than  at  present.  Right  here  is  the 
greatest  economic  fundamental  leak  or  stupendous  bil- 
lions upon  billions  of  dollars  of  bankable  C%  gold  bonds 
at  par  value,  which  iei  absolutely  going  to  waste  or  into 
the  hands  of  the  unconscionable  profiteer.  To  this  solu- 
tion it  would  seem  no  honest  man  can  find  just  fault. 

In  absolute  proof  of  above,  see  Preliminary  Report  by 
the  Committee  on  Taxation  of  the  National  Association 
of  Builders,  Owners  and  Managers  of  Leading  Office 
Building8^^4aid  Aflseoaor'B  land  Valuation  before  and 
after  the  baSHtog  iraa  erected,  1910-^7.  Ad^ea^ 
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Hon.  H.  J.  Burton,  chairman,  Plymouth  Bldg.,  Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 

In  irrefutable  proof  of  tbe  above  estimate  of  site 
value  and  contenUon  see  the  tUlowing  exhiMti  via.,  Bos- 


worth,  Chanute  &  Co.,  The  United  States  National  Bank 
Bunding,  printed  letter  of  Seventeenth  and  Stout  streets, 
Denver.  Colorado,  just  one  block  from  Seventeenth  and 
California  streets,  as  above  analyzed. 


Chapter  6 

Comer  Lot  Verwis  Inside  Lot  Ownersliip  —  Proper  QmsoUdatioa  and  Use  Produces 

Gr^test  Wealth 


We  have  luirchased  and  offer  to  investors  1750.000 
United  States  National  Bank  Building,  corner  Seven- 
teenth and  Stout  streets,  Denver,  Colorado,  first  mort- 
gsge  C%  bonds:  coupon  bonds  In  denomlimtions  Of 
$1,000,  $500  and  $100,  dated  Novembor  1,  1019,  due  ««t- 
ally,  1922-1939;  maturities: 

$1G,000  November  1,  1922        $  16,000  November  1,  19S1 
16,000  November  1,  1923  18,000  November  1,  19S2 

16,000  November  1,  1924  18,000  November  ,1,  1933 

16,000  November  1,  1925  18,000  November  1. 19S4 

16,000  November  1,  1926  IS.noo  November  1.  193r, 

16,000  November  1,  1927  18,000  November  1,  1936 

16,000  November  1,  1928  18,000  Novwnber  1, 1987 

16,000  November  1.  1929  18.000  November  1,  1938 

16,000  November  1,  1930         >64,000  November  1,  1939 
Price:  At  market 

A  complete  letter  from  Mr.  John  A.  Ferguson,  presi- 
dent of  the  .1.  A.  Ferguson  Investment  Company,  owners 
of  the  properly,  appears  on  the  following  page.  We 
give  below  a  summary  of  this  letter. 

Description  of  Property— A  ten-siory,  modern,  fire- 
proof bank  and  office  building,  to  ocenpy  the  five  lots 
at  the  northeast  corner  of  Sevt^nteenth  and  Stont  streets. 

Securitu — ^The  bonds  are  a  direct  obligation  of  the  J. 
A.  Ferguson  Investment  Company,  and  are  an  absolute 
first  mortgage  on  the  building;  the  two  corner  lots, 
which  are  owned  in  fee;  and  the  leasehold  covering  the 
adjoining  three  lots,  which  has  eighty-six  years  to  run 
without  revaluation  at  an  annual  rental  of  only  $3,200. 
The  lots  and  the  leasehold  have  been  appraised  at 
$446,700,  and  the  value  of  the  building  emnpletdd  is 
$800,000,  malting  a  total  of  $1,306,700. 

Income— The  United  States  National  Bank  of  Denver 
has  leased  the  entire  ground  floor  of  the  building  until 
1940,  thus  assuring  permanent  tenancy  of  this  floor 
beyond  the  life  of  the  bonds.  The  remaining  nine  floors 
are  to  be  subdivided  into  G39  offices.  A  conservative 
estimate  of  the  net  earnings  from  rentals  is  three  times 
the  annual  interest  charges  on  the  total  bond  issue. 

Interest — Interest  Is  payable  semi-annually,  May  1 
and  November  1,  at  the  United  Slates  National  Bank, 
which  is  the  trustee  under  the  mortgage. 

Redemption — The  bonds  are  callable  at  the  option  of 
the  company  at  103  and  interest  on  any  interest  date 
after  November  1,  1922,  upon  60  days'  notice. 

Taxes — The  company  agrees  to  pay  the  normal  Fed- 
eral income  tax  not  exceeding  2%.  In  the  opinion  of 
counsel  these  bonds  are  tax  exempt  in  Colorado. 

LeooXity — All  legal  proceedings  in  connection  with 
this  issue,  including  examination  of  titles,  have  been 
■  taken  under  the  supervision  of  Messrs.  Pershing.  Nye, 
Fry  and  TallmadgOr  wlioae  approving  legal  opinion  is 
on  file  with  us. 

Doffror,  Dee.  191^ 

Messrs.  Boswortli,  Chanute  ft  Co., 

Denver,  Colorado. 
Gentlemen : 

Referring  to  the  $750,000  first  mort^e  6%  bonds  of  the 
J.  A.  Ferguson  liivestnicnt  Gompsny,  which  you  have  pur- 
chased from  us,  we  wish  to  advise  you  that  these  bonds  are 
secured  by  a  first  mort^a^e  oa  the  new  United  States  Na- 
tional Bank  Buddini^  mieb  mil  ooenpy  the  five  lot  comer 
at  Seventeenth  and  Stout  streetti  now  occupied  by  the  Cen- 
tury Building,  construction  to  start  January  2,  1920.  ^The 
two  comer  lots  are  owned  by  us  in  fee,  and  the  adjoiamg 
three  lots  are  held  under  a  99-year  lease,  which  has  86  years 
more  to  run  without  revaluation.  The  annual  rental  for  these 
thrae  lota  is  only  $3,2M  per  annum.  This  lease  was  made 
IS  yMn  «»gB  and  is  wm  vwy  valnable.  la  my  opinioB  it 


is  wwdi  an  aafmai  mntal  now  <^  at  least  $12,000.  This 

difference  of  $8,800  capitalized  on  a  5%  interest  earning 
basis,  shows  a  cash  value  of  5175,000.  {Valued  by  your 
appraisers  at  $121,000.) 

The  first  mortgage  6%  bpnds  which  you  liave  purchased 
will  be  a  first  mortgage  on  this  leasehold,  also  on  die  comer 
with  a  frontage  of  125  feet  on  Seventeenth  street  and  SO 
feet  on  Stout  street,  which  is  owned  in  fee.  The  genml 
contract  for  the  new  building  was  let  last  Jime,  sinee  wfatdi 
time  costs  for  naterial  have  advanced  about  17%.  The  con- 
tractors, however,  protected  themselves  by  kttiB^  their  con* 
tracts  at  the  same  time. 

These  are  coupon  bonds  and  affs  issued  in  denessiMtinM 

oi  $1,000,  $500  and  $100. 

$  16,000  due  3  years  after  date. 
16,000  due  4  years  after  date. 
16.000  due  5  years  after  date. 
16,000  due  6  years  after  date. 
16^000  due  7  years  after  date. 
14000  due  8  years  after  date 
16,000  due  9  years  after  daia. 
16,000  due  10  years  after  date* 
16,000  due  11  years  after  date. 
16,000  due  12  years  after  date. 
18,000  due  13  years  after  date. 
18,000  due  14  years  after  date. 
18,000  due  15  years  after  date. 
18,000  due  16  years  after  date. 
18,000  due  17  years  after  date. 
18,000  due  18  years  after  date. 
18^000  due  19  years  after  date. 
464^  due  20  years  after  date. 

The  United  States  National  Bank  is  die  trustee  under  the 
mortgage.  Interest  is  payable  semi-annually  on  the  first 
days  of  May  and  November,  at  the  United  States  National 
Bmk,  Denver* 

The  company  has  the  right  to  redeem  bonds  at  103  and 
accrued  interest  on  November  1,  1922,  or  any  interest  date 
tiiereafter*  provided  60  days'  prior  notice  n  givan. 

If,  in  addition  to  the  amount  due  in  any  one  year,  the 
company  desires  to  call  for  payment  additional  bonds,  the 
bonds  having  the  longest  maturity  shall  be  odind  to^  IIni 
particular  bonds  to  be  determined  by  lot. 

Although  the  building  will  be  strictly  fireproof,  con- 
structed of  steel,  concrete  and  all  exposed  portions  pro- 
tected by  metal  frame  and  wire  dlus,  fire  insarance  will 
at  all  times  be  carried  in  an  amount  eweedii^  $800,000, 
The  normal  Federal  incMO  tax.  Bat  ajwiaediii<  will  he 
paid  by  the  eompuiya 

The  proceeds  of  ^s  bond  issue  will  be  need  to  fetifa 
the  present  incumbrance  on  the  property,  and  the  balanee 
toward  paying  for  the  construction  of  a  modem  ten-story 
ofiee  b«it£ng.  The  finest  quality  of  gray  stone  (the  same 
as  used  in  the  new  Pennsylvania  Hotel.  Tiffany  Building, 
Lord  &  Taylor,  Altman  and  many  other  New  'V'ork  build- 
ings), will  be  VMd  for  the  exterior.  In  point  of  location, 
light,  ventilation  and  finish,  this  building  will  be  the  finest 
ofiicc  building  in  Denver.  The  nine  office  floors  may  be  sub- 
divided into  639  ofiees;  all  hallways  will  be  wainscoted  in 
marble.  Quarter-sawed  oak  in  art  gray  filler  finish  will  be 
used  for  all  doors  and  casings;  walls  will  be  decorated  to 
harmoniEe.  Four  of  the  latest  type  Otis  rapid  passenger 
elevators  will  be  used,  and  all  of  the  appointments  of  the 
building  will  be  unexcelled.  Messrs.  William  B.  and  Arthur 
A.  Fisher  are  An  arehileetSy  «ttd  the  C  IsmSbUm  Co,  the 
contractors. 

The  ground  fioor  is  leased  until  1946  to  the  United  States 
National  Bank,  who  will  use  about  20,000  square  feet  of 
spacop  This  vrill  bo  one  of  the  finest  banking  rooms  wcsl 
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of  New  York.  The  bank  U  cowideflitg  iiMtallkl  snoten 
lafety  deposit  vaults  in  the  basement. 

The  demand  for  first-clas«  ofl&ce  space  in  Denver  at  this 
time  exSs  the  supply.  We  co-fid^it  th.t  the  entire 
building  will  be  rented  by  the  time  it  is  co^npleted ;  not 
oHlv  is*  there  a  great  demand  on  the  part  people  who 
want  one  or  two  offices,  but  there  are  a  number  of  ^^von- 
tioDS  not  now  housed  in  fireproof  buildin^ls  who  need  and 
desire  6rcpmf  BMHtem  protection,  and  who  are  seeking 

'"Due^rAe  fact  that  the  United  States  National  B«A 
hat  leased  the  entire  ground  Boor  for  a  penod  ot  25  years, 
with  «■  optioo  for  renewal,  th«e^never  will  be  a  vacancy 
on  the  ground  floor  ei  IfUs  bvUdini  doruif  the  liie  o«  dua 

"^Pmrnt  to  your  request,  the  value  of  Ae  property  for 
which  the  bond  issue  of  $750,000  i*  security,  has  "P" 
nraised  in  your  behalf  by  Messrs.  Harry  K.  Browii,  freO* 
eriek  J.  ChMberliii  aod  George  Walter  Brown,  welUkanwn 
real  estate  appraisers  selected  by  you,  as  follows: 
Value  of  free-hold  loU  17  and  18.  and  leasehold 

on  lots  Nos.  19,  20  «nd  21.  -  -  • ,  V  Vo  ^ 
Value  of  present  flreprooi  bmldmg  on  lots  IV. 

20  end  21  V  V\;V: MUM 

Goat  of  nevr  firepfoof  btnldhit.  


$1306,700 

It  it  apparent  from  tWs  appraisd  Aat  the  bond  issue  » 

oo  •  very  conservative  basis.  We  Iwvc  provided  you  with 
a  detailed  sUtement  of  the  estimated  mcome  of  th«  build- 
ing, together  with  operating  oxpenses,  which  shows  that  the 
estimated  net  earnings  will  be  in  excess  of  three  times  tne 
annual  interest  charges  on  the  bond  issue.  This  estimate 
off  net  ineome  is  bwed  on  the  present  schedule  of  rentals 
which  the  First  National  Bank  Building  i«  securing  lor 
ofiiees,  and  upon  the  expense  of  operating  at  present  pnees. 
The  legality  of  Ae  bonds  and  titles  to  the  property  have 
been  Messrs.  Pershing,  Nye,  Fry  & 

T^UmWk  Very  truly  yours, 

Tub  J-  A-  Fbrguson  Invbsimbnt  Goupany, 
By  John  A.  PBacusON,  FiraaideMt. 

BOSWORTH,  CHANIJTH  ft  OOKPANT 

Investment  Securities 
Seventeenth  and  California  Streets,  Denver 
Ir-lB  the  above  not  a  frank  admission  of  haying 
Beenred  an  tinconsclonable  value  of  a  leasehold  estate  of 
tbxee  lots  adjoining  the  corner  for  |105,000  less  than 
tber  aw  worth  today?    Having  paid  only  170,000, 
eapitalised  at  5%,  for  a  99-year  leasehold  P/operty.  ad- 
mitted to  be  worth  at  the  present  time  $176,000,  to- 
gether with  a  proper  and  fair,  eacih  twi  years  re-valua- 
tion and  yield  would  probably  equal  another  $1(0,OOU. 
or  more,  before  the  expiration  of  the  leasehold  estate,  or 
approximately    $350,000,    less    $70,000   paid  therefor, 
equals  S2S0,000  clear  net  profit.     For  what  and  for 
whv''   \\Tiat  did  he  do  to  produce  or  honestly  earn  this 
vast  economic  value  in  BO  Bliort  a  space  of  timo  and  with 
80  MtUe  invested  capital?  $3,200  rent  per  year,  or  $2G7 
per  month,  perhaps  approximately  the  rental  value  of 
me  ground  floor  store  room  and  basement  25x125  feet, 
thereby  leaving  50x125  feet,  or  two  such  store  rooms,  and 
nine  stories  above  for  office  space,  all  practical  y  rent 
free  for  86  years,  the  balance  of  said  leasehold,  etc. 
Because  the  fart  of  consoUdation  immediately  increased 
the  value  of  hoth  the  comer  and  the  leasehold  or  aj 
Joining  lots  many  times  their  former  value  whon  trraed 
and  operated  separately.  ^.       ^.    *  j 

2— Said  Bosworth,  Chanute  &  Co.  state  the  estimated 
net  earnings  wHI  be  in  excess  of  three  times  the  annual 
interest  charges  on  the  said  bond  issue  of  $7o0,000  at 
6%  equals  $45,000  for  total  annual  interest  cj^f^. 
living  a  minimum  of  twice  $45,000.  or  $90,000. 
net  clear  profit  each  year,  or  a  minimum  of  6%  on  the 
vast  sum  of  $2,250,000,  after  paying  $050,000  for 
tbe  new  building,  will  still  leave  $l.GOn.ooo  *!!^ 
site  value  alone  of  the  lots,  say  ^wo-thirds.  or  $1.000r 
000  for  the  corner  and  one-tbird,  or  fBOO.OOO.  lor 
the  leasehold  or  adjoining  lots.  "Said  company  by  ad- 
-wtiAom^t  in  ThjB  Dwiver  Post  of  date  December  31, 


.ISIO,  viz.,  United  States  National  Bank  Building,  first 
mortgage  6%  bonds,  market  price  $100,  to  yield  b% 

wi  as  a  civilined  nation  accept  such  admission, 
data  acts  and  conduct  aft  coming  within  the  sphere, 
scope  and  influence  of  fair  play,  or  legitimate  business 
transactions,  yet  admittli«  its  seeming  pitiable,  ap- 
^?nt  Xll/  inadequate  and  meager  considerati^^^^^ 
Vor  three-fifths  of  the  entire  space  occupied  by  said 
U?  a  Bank  Building  they  pay  $2G7  per  month  for  8G 
7^  Sere  being  no  revaluation  during  the  lease.  What 
DM*  CMlt  would  this  be  on  the  yield? 

4_^e  results  of  this  apparently  perfectly  fair  and 
nlarn  analysis,  we  hope  in  the  name  ot  God  and  Humao- 
Uy  be  not  merely  locally  applied  but  unlversany  16r  aU 
flocletr.  collectively,  everywhere. 

S^Chapter  5,  Part  3  of  "TaxaUon,  etc.,  as  re^ 
by  Napoleon  Wagner  to  date,  » .^J^^ 

^iLr  Ltailed  analysis  of  four  lots  at  the  corner  of 

^ed  just  one  block  from  Seventeenth  and  Stout 
SSetB  as  above  analyzed,  which  is  a  perfectly  toUr, 

Satic  ex^ple.  and  ^J<i^'\^^^'^^^^^ 

the  fair  relative  value  of  any  bmdneM  WbM  la  W 

^*Tt  is  d^elmTproper  and  wise  to  indude  the  follov^^^^ 
four  letters  of  corwspOTdemce  to  Messrs.  E.  H.  Koiiins 
ft  son  "  of  Boston,  Mass..  to  this  treatise  in  order  to 
more  completely  crystallze,  solve  and  prove  merely 
rtie  theory,  Irat  tbe  practical  bona  fide  offer  of  sale  for 
fSLre  cSsoUdated  potential  yield  as  P'^ 
Derhaps  flnsl  base  and  solution  of  real  relative  yaWe. 

All  rf^ch  by  tequert  at  that  time  was  fully  made 
Known  to  th"g^t  Vt  said  lots  1  and  2.  block  161.  E^t 
Denv^  who  was  cordially  invited  to  a  mutual  confer- 
«nM  at  m  KolBiiB  *  Sons'  office  to  discuss  the  feasl- 
bUity  of  mutual  consoUdation  and  permanent  improv^ 
Sof  ^d  entire  corner  of  eight  or  more  lote,  but  we 
^  tofomed  that  owing  to  the  birth  of  a  child  in  his 
^iv  thelppointment  was  not  kept.  Some  days  later 
Jhe  owners  of  said  lots  1  and  2,  block  161.  BMt  Denver, 
^de  a  99-year  lease  of  said  property  to  the  Denver 
^tTonal  Bln^..  or  its  associates  the  terms  o  w lu  h 
after  due  consideration,  are  regarded  by  my  associates 
and  mynelt  aa  being  about  the  present  yield,  which  is 
^^baiionly  a  fracUon  of  lu  ^"turt  to^  mutual^n^ 
solidated  potential  yield  when  properly  aaA  pemwnantly 

""now  ttat  RelaUve  Value  has  had  iU  rebirth,  growth, 
gradnal  development  and  wlutlon  on  this  now  choice 
financial  corner  and  center  of  Denver,  it  naturally  has 
been  my  chief  lUe  hope  and  pride  to  make  or  have  made 
of  it  Ttoken  or  an  enduring  monument  for  a  1  Vo  fjT  ty 
and  the  world  of  the  entire  Rocky  Mountom  district, 
^e,  re»«M.  Vcco^^plwftment,  is  the  thing  to  b«  attelned 
and  it  mafters  but  lltUe  by  whom  or  how  obtained- 
hen,"o"y  recently  we  have  been  t«»y„P«;«"»^'«^ 
order  to  better  the  prospect  for  success,  to  otter  to  step 
down  and  out  (with  a  heavy  heart)  to  make  way  for  the 
p?^nt  onrush  of  the  coming  P"8ress^  by  either  one 
two  fair,  common-sense,  feasible,  practical 
wvaay  offering  t<f  whom  it  may  cono-m,  viz..  (1)  Mutu 
X  buy.bulW  and  promote  the  project  on  a  one-lhird 
future  title  and  potential  yield  basis;  (8)  If  the  Mt 
SaS^n»t  be  mntuaUy  agreed  upon,  then  to  make  a 
?  TeaMe^e7n  about  the  basis  purported  to  have  been 
entered  into  by  the  owners  of  lots  1  and  2.  WocK  ibi. 
l^'nLnve?.  with  a  fair  re-valuation  to      added  at  the 
he^nning  of  each  ten-year  period,  etc.    This  will  save 
Ll  direct  outlay  for  site  value  and  nVold  payment  of 
^y^'^mmission^n  either  side,  and  perhaps  will  be  the 
hpft  7nd  fairest  plan  in  tbe  direct  interest  of  the  sUte, 
^un^!  city  an^^      interested  parUeji.  and  put  aU  act» 
nnblio^.  Utrl7  and  squarely  on  record.  #w.*«-* 
n  wil         pay  for  itself  simply  from  its  added  ftitow 
coLudated  potential  yield-besides  th^^  ST^yS^ 
cessors  to  said  lots  1  and  2.  block  IGl,  East  ^^p^ 
^he  whole  world  should  justly  recognize  and  not 
lose  sighrof  tbe  Indisputable  law,  principle  and  fact, 

'Tl  )  That  perhaps,  owing  to  an 
(JSry  and  discriminatory  ta^sj^m^ 
block  161,  East  Denver,  bav«  bean  la^lrea  www 
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own  tax  and  $400  or  more  tax  each  year  overhead 
charges  which  should  have  jusUy  b«m  piUd  by  said  lots 
1  and  2;  (2)  For  this  escape  payment  and 
now  does  it  not.  with  the  above  described  indelible  reji- 
ord  and  history,  seem  meet  and  proper  that  said  lots 
?  and  2  could  very  well  now  afford  to  aell, 
with  its  future  title  on  practically  a  square  foot  basis 
with  its  immediate  neighbor,  said  lots  3  and  4  who  has 
in  the  past  been  kept  comparatively  POf^,  ^^^i®,!^,^^ 
been  prospering  and  profiting,  perhaps  all  its  life,  largely 
Tthe  expense  of  said  lots  3  and  4?  (3)  The  first  m<h 
ment  of  consolidation  and  utility  of  said  lots  1  and  2 
with  3  and  4.  each  square  foot  becomes  of  the  same 
identical  value  and  no  competent  human  mind  j«n 
prove  any  practical  difference;  it  is  the  mutual  utlU^ 
and  space  which  controls  and  produces  all  valiw. 
(4)  Tbis  consolidated  potential  value  of  M«b  will  oe 
immediately  Increased  from  one  hundred  to  ^ve  hundred 
per  cent,  or  more  without  the  expenditure  or  OuUay  of 
practicaUy  one  dollar,  simply  by  proper  fiimndtag  wad 
promolion  of  a  sale  of  bonds  which  will  pay  for  both  the 
weaent  meagre  site  value  and  the  m<^t  modern  abs^ 
lutdy  fireproof  twelve-story  bank  a»d  ^ro 
bulidli^  leaving  a  handsome  equity  for  the  i^optf  »aii- 
BgHnent  and  tbe  entrepreneurs. 


Denver,  Golofadob  Jan.  5r 
Messrs.  E.  H.  Rollins  ft  Soos,  ftmrtnMOt  Be^an* 
Boston,  M«M. 

Permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  of  the  present 
opportunity  of  promotina  a  perfectly  reasonable,  feasible  and 
consirvative  $3^.0W  6%  J^^f^'^^^'i'^^'^ 
following  reasons  it  is  vastly  superior  to  m®.*^'?^^  X?" 
tore  of  Bosworth,  Chanute  &  Co.  of  the  Umted  Statw  Na- 
tional Bank  Bvildina  of  Denver,  Colorado,  per  «•  an^ 
dosed  •eU'«cplanatory  circular  letter,  •^^^  ,  ^  ,  .  -  . 

1st— The  location  we  have  in  view  is  lots  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  ana 
6  and  perhaps  7  and  8,  hloak  161,  E^t  Denver,  at  Seven- 
teenth «id  California  streets,  which  comer  exactly  ^re- 
minds to  three  of  our  largest  and  best  rented 
i^bi  Denver,  vije-:  The  Equitable,  the  Boston,  the  E.  &  C. 
BSlding,  all  on  the  right  or  shady  side  •fth*  street,  no 
intense  heat  from^the  sun  reflwUon  or  d«toess  by  ^ 
•wnings,  oie,  ana  i«t        Wosk  frow  Scnmtoentb  and 

Stout  streets.  .    .  ^ 

2nd--This  superior  building  site  will  have  the  opeen  el 
one  or  three  more  lots  25  to  75  feet  additional  m  depth,  and 
we  suggest  twelve  stories  high,  which  practically  will  cost 
no  more  or  but  little  more  to  operate,  hot  the  ewra  spncO 
will  be  a  big  and  sure  yield  or  revenue  producer,  witn  a 
popular  roof  garden  or  other  valuable  use  for  the  roof,  etc 
3rd— We  believe  the  bond  issue  ou  he  nmnied  to  more 
tiian  take  proper  care  of  the  entire  investment,  stte  value 
and  cost  of  the  bmldmg,  leavin|  a  handsome  surplus  capital 
after  paying  all  legitimate  eommissioa.  ,  ,  ,  ,     .  ^. 

4th— We  now  have  absolute  control  in  fee  of  lots  S  and  ^ , 
with  proper  discretion  aod  precaution  and  your  co-operation, 
wperience  and  vfisdom  (in  a  quiet  way)  believe  we  can 
aoon  control  the  entire  comer  for  all  the  ground  we  «iy 
reouire.  We  already  have  the  second  deep  srtesien  well 
^{Jiited  in  D«nrir.  TO.  is  the  on  y  P~"We  ^  ~ 
which  can  be  made  of  this  comer.  At  present  tt«J»  to  « 
demumd  for  such  building  and  space,  which  poteo^alty  ^11 
faierease.  1  ihhik  we  can  get  a  long  contract  from  Al 
National  Bank  for  most  of  the  ground  Boor  for  vault,  etc. 
This  is  written  in  absolute  confidence,  whether  yon  oeeept 
or  refnse.  We  have  bankuia  connection  in  New  York  whom 
we  may  interest  if  you  decline.  For  any  addiUonal  infor- 
madon  you  will  please  see  me  in  person  to  prevent  a  pos- 
aiblo  leak.  We  cannot  have  too  many  associates,  etc.  As 
yet  your  representatives  in  Denver  know  absolutely  nothug 

of  the  above  venture*  T"""  S^^*        »  ^ 

1101  Emerson  8t        (9i|a«d)      W*W«W  WaoniA. 
NW*OVS 


Denver,  Colo.,  May  4, 

E.  H.  R<41ina  ft  Sons, 
43aode^Ben  • 

ba-We  can  only  look  upon  ^  DMver  Nadanal  Bh* 


as  the  tueeessor  standing  for  or  instead  of  the  former  owner 
of  lots  1  and  2,  block  161,  Bast  Denver.    Nature  has 
endowed  each  square  foot  of  this  soil  with  identically  the 
tame  inalienable  rights  and  value  as  the  adjoining  or  other 
soil.    Society  collectively  by  human  activity  enables  man 
to  promote  and  develop  its  poorest  or  highest  use  owui^ 
to  the  degree  of  foresight  and  wisdom  exercised  in  little 
separate  lot,  meager  utility  or  in  big  corporate  combined 
consolidation  of  1  to  8  lots  the  minimum,  rich  utility  which 
in  natural  self-economic  interest  the  site  value  commands 
and  demands.   This,  according  to  modem  civilization  and 
the  rule  of  sanit>-,  fair  play,  etc.,  can  only  be  had  and  suc- 
cessfully accomplished  by  mutual  agreement,  on  a  fair  basis 
of  eonsolidation,  of  the  immensely  enhanced  future  or  po- 
tential yield,  not  by  physical  force,  undue  coerDioa,  fnW^ 
profiteering  or  inordinate  greed  and  selfishness  either  by  the 
owner  or  oontndier  of  loto  1  and  2,  3  and  4,  or  any  other 
lots  by  squeeze  methods  or  any  of  the  others  for  unoon- 

scionable  profits.  ,  .       ,    ,    .  j 

2nd— The  aneamed  increment  created,  brought  forth,  de- 
vdoped,  actually  realized  and  produced  by  the  mutual  or 
eonbined  erection  of  a  twelve-story,  moat  modem  ireptoat 
hank,  oflBce  and  general  business  building  on  eight  or  more 
lots  (or  125x200  feet  square)  may  easUy  «jccecd  m  pure, 
clean,  honest  equity  of  $1,000,000,  or  raore.  Now,  pray,  why 
should  this  vast  sum  all  be  relinquished  and  turned  over 
to  one  trickster,  schemer,  alert,  wideawake,  keen  mind,  with- 
out labor  or  risk  of  investh&i  a  dollar,  ^nply  for  finanoina 
and  promotina  the  perfectly  ainpio  project,  when  the  pro- 
ceeds from  the  perfectly  proper  capitalization  and  bond  sale 
will  more  than  pay  for  both  die  eonsoiidaled  sito  and  flio 

building?  — 
3rd— Mr.  E.  H.  Rollins'  wise  suggestion  to  us  (Mr.  !• 
H.  Reynolds  and  myself),  via.:  "Better  have  the  Denver 
National  Bank  crowd  real  partners  in  interest  than  as 
mere  tenants  for  only  part  of  the  hnilding,  even  by^P«rf» 
ting  them  to  take  Ao  name  of  Ae  bnUdma,  as  per  the  U.  S. 
National  Bank  Building,  etc.  By  so  doing  they  perhaps 
would  finance  the  project  and  we  would  gladly  do  the  pro- 
motion or  sate  of  die  bonds,"  etc  Evidently  that  seems 
to  be  the  chief  motive  and  reason  he  sought  to  interest 
Mr.  Mitchell  and  his  associates  in  the  project  as  per  my  let- 
ter to  him  of  date  Jan.  5,  1920,  to  quietly  and  properly 
develop  the  undertaking,  which  1  thi^  he  n««^  t®^®' 
This  would  be  preferable  to  getting  the  trust  or  boldnia 
sOMpany  from  Boston  or  New  Yoric 

4th~Mr.  Reynolds,  I  think  it  decidedlyto  our  mutual 
in»«rMt  to  work  Quietly  and  in  perfect  accord  and  narmeny 
SSS^^^cSsdSr^^  with  Mr.  Mitchell  and  In. 

associates.  They  are  a  good  crowd  to  work  with,  not  agams^ 
and  pay  not  too  much  attention  to  what  the  aawspapeca 

'"xhist^with  the  brief  correspondence  between  as,  eanial 
reference  to  my  writing  the  past  twenty  or  more  years,  viz.: 
^'Practical  National  Economics,"  etc.,  perhaps  pretty  clearly 
and  conclusively  analyzes  this  problem,  which  is  only  one 
of  many  much  bigger  or  of  arenter  economic  value  in  many 
of  our  large  American  cities  my  analysis  has  helped  to  solve. 
Kindly  get  all  this  information,  analysis,  etc,  properly  before 
Mr.  Mitchell  and  his  associates;  it  can  do  no  harm.  b«t 
mav  nradnao  miwh  mntnal  equity  and  potnntial  good. 

Yonrs  very  truly, 
1101  Bmerson  St.        (Signed)     Natguiom  WMm 


Dflovor,  Cole,  April  20,  Ittt. 
Messrs.  E.  H.  Rollins  &  Sons. 
Dear  Sin: 

In  answer  to  Mr.  Reynolds*  query:  Where  is  the  equtty? 
If  both  present  site  and  improvement  value  are  wholly  con- 
sumed  in  a  bond  mdabtedness? 

ANSWER:  It  is  the  differeneo  between  the  present  site 
value,  meager  yield,  separatdly  used,  and  the  consolidated 
value  and  yield  of  these  several  individual  sites.  It  is  sim- 
ply inGfoasina  the  value  of  each  square  foot  of  site  value, 
on  a  cheap  or  cross  street  ntuU  with  the  corner  or  SeoM- 
MenM  street  value. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  each  square  foot  added  to  any 
such  small  comer  ol  two,  three,  four,  five,  six  or  more  lots, 
increases  not  only  tbe  value  ol  dm  added  square  feet  or  lot% 
hot  inoinasas  immenoely  dm  valve  mA  maimg  power  at 
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•vary  square  foot  or  lots  in  the  entire  comer  of  consolida- 
tion, praetically  each  square  foot  is  of  the  same  value  under 
the  same  roof.  Hence,  demonstrable  proof,  talralation  and 
economic  histor\  warrants  us  in  saying  there  would  be 
S800,000  to  $l,i)06,000  clear,  clean,  honest  equity  (no  water), 
in  addinj;  this  additional  amount  to  tiie  eapitftlization,  and 
we  can  have  it  so  appraised  on  the  basis  of  yield. 

This  is  the  true  magic  of  consolidation  of  choice  locations. 
It  has  been  my  pride  and  pleasnre  to  dearly  analyze  the 
above  and  manv  similar  economic  problems  for  many  years, 
benoe  my  associates  and  1  shall  retain  our  present  interest 
ontil  the  pff«}eet  is  fnlly  eoosnmrnated. 

Yours  ver>'  truly, 

1101  Emerson  St,         (Signed j      Napoleon  WagNBR. 

Denver,  Colo,,  M«r  18) 

Messrs.  E.  H.  Rollins  &  Soos,  and 
Mr.  H.  P.  Gallup. 
Gentlemen : 

1— The  chief  reason  the  owners  are  spending  so  mudi 
money  in  marble  and  tile  work,  etc^  at  1654  California 
street,  relative  to  the  present  yield  is  to,  if  possible,  aid  in 
creating,  producing  and  developing  subnormal  or  slumbering 
economic  value.  Can  not  this  very  valuable  A 1  location 
be  quidcly  converted  into  "The  Denver  Mutual  Harher 
Emporium,"  copyright  the  name  by  having  Mr.  Paul  Purcell 
act  as  ajient  on  a  good  commission  of  every  dollar  reoetved, 
say  20^  ^  up  to  $100  per  month  and  all  over  that  amount  say 
about  109b  extra  by  throwing  practically  the  whole  basement 
into  one  large  room  and  let  any  agreeable  barber  install  one 
or  more  chairs  on  a  monthly  rent  chair  basis — all.  of  course, 
under  Mr.  turceU's  management,  direction  and  control, 

2  Let  each  barber  spend  something  in  fixing  np  to  suit 

his  good  taste  to  show  good  faith,  and  then  you  spend  the 
balance,  Mr.  Gallup,  to  make  it  the  very  first  and  most 
popular  barber  shop  in  Denver,  always  nwHwtaining  nnrtnal 
or  medium  prices  for  everything. 

^This  mutual  plan  will  enable  Mr.  Pureell  to  qoicldy 
mha  some  easy,  sure  money  without  any  risk  besides  his 
own  work,  etc.;  with  the  tourist  season  about  to  open,  could 
alert,  wide-awake,  popular  management  not  install  twenty  or 
mnra  diairs  there  this  wmmmtf  miaiaiiini,  aboni  forty 
chairs  potentially.  .    « ,  . 

4— H  so,  this  extra  monthly  revenue  should  soon  pay  for 
aB  raqa^  iaspfwmneMn  to  make  k  Aa  osost  ekint  «n« 


popular  place  in  the  city;  perhaps  including  cigars,  solt 
drinks,  manicuring  tables,  absolutely  respectable  for  women 
and  children  (strictly  first-class,  no  booze  joiBt).  SOttO  wee 
sideshows,  fat  and  slim  mirrors,  etc 

Mr.  Pureell  and  other  competent  barbers  have  assured  me 
$5  per  week  or  $20  per  chair  per  month  would  be  a  fair  rent 
in  this  location.  Use  every  dollar  of  this  yield  each  month 
for  a  year  at  $400  per  month  would  be  nearly  $5,000  for  A 1 
improvement,  etc.;  say  we  give  each  50  cents  or  $1  patron 
free  a  *'Bryan  Grape  Juice,"  with  a  casual  "little  ad'  in  the 
newspapers,  would  you  not  he  literally  smothered  wiA  pop- 
nlaritv  and  patronage? 

You  know  we  can  get  abundance  of  perpetual  light  and 
fresh  air  from  four  sonrce*-^ront,  rear  and  from  six  win- 
dows from  permanent  courts  on  the  sides,  with  a  few  electric 
fans  would  make  the  large  room  50  x  100  feet  or  more, 
always  delightfully  oool  and  fresh  in  summer,  warm  and 
comfortable  in  winter.  Here  is  vast  economic  value  lying 
nearly  dormant.  Let  us  develop  and  realize  Us  best  use. 
Not  its  poorest.  With  good  artistic  taste,  efficient  man- 
agement it  will  soon  pay  for  $$s  development.  This  verity 
and  simple  analysis  is  snbjeet  to  abeolute  demonstration  and 
proof  of  yield  and  will  be  estaUisbed  wowm  0f  iatar,  hene^ 
why  not  do  it  now  P 

My  specialty  as  eflictent  Beonomie  and  Pinandal  Doctor 
for  sick  real  estate  for  many  years  throughout  America  has 
been  to  intelligently  aid  in  bringing  forth  and  properly  de- 
veloping dormant  or  hidden  vast  treasures  of  economic  value, 
ehiefly  by  consolidation,  of  combining  two  or  more  small 
meager  yield  site  or  location  values  of  choice  business  real 
estate  comers  in  any  large  city  simply  by  making  one  large 
properly  adaptable  and  suitable  utility  or  building  for  the 
whole,  thereby  establishing  real  Relative  Value,  as  per  my 
Scame  Conmnrnnt  Resolution  I,  in  the  present  U.  S.  Con- 
gress. Hence  why  not  first  commence  at  home  witii  our  own 
property  or  that  which  we  control? 

The  real  estate  man  or  individual  is  of  most  value  to 
himself,  his  client  and  society  collectively  who  can  quickly 
prove  his  ability  to  properly  utiltxe  die  highest  and  best 
utility  of  this  vast  amount  of  dormant  economic  value. 
Hence,  Mr.  Gallup,  if  you  please,  get  busy.  See  what  you 
ean  do.  Find  the  individual  who  willingly -best  adapts  mm- 
adf  to  the  utility  in  hand  and  your  problem  Is  salved. 

Very  truly  yours, 
1101  Bmerson  St.        (Si|n«d)     Nahx^n  Waonoiu 


Chapter  7 

A  Chapter  Bldck  as  BgypCs  Night  —  Petition  No.  9135 


FMtion  No.  9135  is  an  emphatic  example,  with  analy- 
sis  of  one  commodity. 

Tho  above  petition  Ib  Goaeeded  to  be  a  perfectly  cleat, 
detaUed  analysis  of  one  commodity,  viz..  the  site  or  land 
value:  the  same  mles,  laws  and  inindplea  fairb  admin- 
istered mav  with  equal  force  and  propriety  be  applied 
to  all  other  commodities.  Hence  why  require  our  reader 
to  wade  through  an  additional  dilated  essay  on  detailed 
analysis  piaciifally  repeatins;  the  same  explanation  to 
each  of  perhaps  one  thousand  or  more  additional  items 
or  taxable  commodities.    Too  much  detail  might  only 
lead  to  confusion  or  misunderstanding.    However,  the 
value  derived  from  each  additional  commodity,  perhaps 
should  he  considered  a  very  effective  if  not  a  com  lusive 
answer  and  complete  refutation  of  the  so-called  "Single 
tax  idea  of  value,  which  is  practically  based  all  on  one 
commodity,  land  alone."    Practically  entirely  releasing 
all  value  derived  from  the  other  999  or  more  commodi- 
ties in  the  agefregate  with  many  millions  and  mlnons 
of  dollars,  which  wealth  is  proposed  to  be  exempt  from 
all  valuation  for  assessment  and  taxation  each  year,  go 
to  waste:  as  by  sophistry  and  error  volnmlnoualy  «t- 
pounded  for  forty  years  or  more  hy  the  late  Henry 
George  in  his  book,  Progress  and  Poverty,  which  is  said 
to  have  had  perhaps  the  latest  sale  of  any  book  pub- 
lished, exceptini^  our  Bible.    Now.  if  this  is  true  with 
rospec't  to  a  false  idea,  built  upon  a  false  basis,  by  faise 
reufminff,  »y  a  faUe  teacher,  by  sophistically  appealing 
IbB  Ignoraace  of  tha  human  family,  hy  prajadioe  and 


exaggeration  arraying  class  against  class,  by  exciting 
label-  against  capital  and  capital  against  labor,  by  remov- 
ing or  proposing  to  remove  all  tax  from  industry  and 
all  other  forms  of  wealth  or  value,  except  land,  is  surely 
a  great  error,  if  not  the  deepest  dyed  sin  ever  preached, 
taught  or  perpetrated  in  modern  times — would  this 
theory  not  he  th»ft  and  robbery  by  exempting  all  other 
forms  of  wealth,  and  especially  all  accumulated  wealth, 
from  taxation  for  governmental  purposes  except  land? 

Is  it  not  silly  and  nonsense  to  pretend  aU  causes  of 
poverty  are  in  some  mysterious  but  unexplained  way 
due  to  a  want  of  land?  Is  it  not  false  reasoning  to 
claim  or  pretend  that  many  other  commodities  are  not 
equally  at  fault  In  contributing  to  or  producing?  want, 
poverty,  etc.?  Are  not  all  commodities  alike  with  land 
open  to  a  free  election,  and  are  not  all  practically 
affected  alike  by  the  increase  or  decrease  of  population? 
What  value  will  all  the  land  in  any  city,  district  or  coun- 
ty possess,  if  all  the  people  leave  it?  Then  in  the  final 
analysis,  is  it  not  Increase  or  decrease  of  the  population, 
their  activity,  industry,  commerce,  manufacture,  trans- 
portation, etc..  which  Increase  or  decrease  the  value  of 
all  commodities,  and  not  land  alone? 

Private  property  in  land  Is  a  natural  right  and  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  establish  a  private  home  for  the  wife 
and  children,  without  which  civilized  society  cannot 
exist.  The  writer  of  Progress  and  Poverty  dwells  on 
one  commodity  tending  to  produce  a  monopoly  or  special 
privilege,  when  there  are  many,  perhaps  one  thousand 
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or  more,  CMmodities.  If  the  title  to  land  can  oiUy 
l\  held  in  common  use  or  by  a  prior  right  of  Possession 
only.  ist.  2nd.  3rd,  etc..  like  a  water  right  then  the 
dog.  cow,  children,  wife  and  home  would  and  could  ^ 
S^d  by  no  better  right  A  nomadic  or  barbarous  life, 
nS  a  permanent,  stable  or  Civilized  life.  A  bold  or  un- 
tenable assertion  Is  no  proof  of  anything.  Erratic  rea- 
aoning  is  untenable  (two  wrongs  cannot  make  a  rignij 
and  win  not  correct  an  arbitrary  or  any  other  wrong. 
Better  not  tnink  than  to  think  and  promul^te  rank 
error.  Remove  all  monopoly  and  all  error  hy  lawTOi 
means,  not  force.  Utility  Taiation  property  awUed  wlU 
perhaps  correct  most  of  these  ills. 

liand  is  only  one  of  many  monopolies,   why  not  M  , 
fiiirimt  all  on  the  same  basis  as  all  other  monopolies? 
Why  over  emphasize  monopoly  In  land,  wh^  ^here  wre 
many  other  monopolies  equally  as  bad,  or  pertiaptf  worse, 
via.:  "Why  exempt  from  taxation  for  governmental  pur- 
poses practically  all  stored  capital  ^^daccumiUated 
wealth  of  the  world  except  land,  or  one  commodity.  De- 
cause  of  a  supposed  monopoly?  May  we  not  have  monop- 
oly in  pracUcally  all  other  commodiUes,  such  as  wheat, 
corn,  rice,  potatoes,  meat,  butter,  milk.  eggs, 
fruit,  iron,  steel,  timber,  lumber,  manufacture,  trans- 
portaUon,  patent,  copyright,  general  industry  and  all 
their  various  hy-prodncta,  etc?         ,  ,      .   *  *>,^ 
Private  property  in  land  is  a  natural  right,  just  totne 
Individual,  private  property  in  land  Is  just  to  the  wife, 
private  property  In  land  is  just  to  the  cow,— without  all 
the  above  no  home,  family  or  children  can  veil  ex^ 
each  one  practically  indispensable  to  create  clvHlMfl 
TOClety.  Land,  like  any  commodity.  Is  always  open  to 
all  alike,  by  election  for  investment  or  speculation;  j^l 
regularly  and  quickly  pass  from  the  cold  hand  of  tne 
dead  to  and  through  the  probate  court,  where  it  is  gen- 
erally all  reground  and  broken  up  into  many  subdi- 
visions and  a  new  short  lease  of  life  Is  Isjued  to  a  nw 
crop  of  trial  prohaHflswn,  «wp  profit  «b4  Iobb,  enA  it  1b 

°* Natural  use  or  prior  right  (that  Is  the  best  right)  is 
the  key  to  the  proper  and  perhaps  the  final  solution  of 
the  problem,  private  property 'in  land.  Is  pot  u^mO, 
idleness,  poverty  and  crime  canaed  by  lack  of  industry 
and  the  unequal  distribution  of  the  election  of  a  voca- 
tion^ Free  choice  or  the  election  of  a  vocation  is  open 
to  ail.  Is  It  not  B  fiwst  bat  few  people  will  continu- 
ously work  in  the  country  on  the  land?  Perhaps  90% 
win  not  work  steadily  on  the  farm.  I  ought  to  know 
something  about  this,  both  from  experience  and  observa- 
tion; born  in  a  long  cabin  with  five  brothers,  in  Ohio, 
and  linew  practically  nothing  outside  of  all  kinds  or 
farm  work  for  about  twenty  years.  The  city  born,  or 
dude,  generally  prefers  to  starve,  beg  or  steal  and  live 
in  the  city  rather  than  work  contlnuoualy  on  ^  Item. 
When  you  abolish  the  natural  use  or  prior  right  (that  la 
the  best  right)  to  private  property  to  land  or  of 
other  commodity,  you  at  once  kill  or  destroy  all  hope 
of  remuneration,  reward  and  snooess;  in  any  Industry; 
your  idea  and  ideal  wither  and  die,  for  lack  of  reason- 
able certainty  of  permanent  ownwAhip.  The  home  Is  the 
foundation  of  the  nation.  DoatroeUon  of  the  home  ia 
the  suicide  of  humanity.  ^   ,  , 

All  Blionld  he  permitted  to  enjoy  alike  the  fruits  of 
their  industry,  whether  derived  from  land  or  from  any 
other  e<M!alled  monopoly  or  commodity  without  Injuring 
others.  AU  monopolies  should  be  under  Federal  control. 
We  think  the  many  wrongs  complained  of  by  Henry 
George  cannot  justly  be  traced  to  private  property  in 
land,  but  to  many  trade  monopolies,  sloth,  inordinate 
prlVBla  greed  and  selfishness  and  all  forms  of  undue 
special  privilege.  Surely  private  property  in  land,  in 
^mnon  with  private  property  or  title  in  all  other  com- 
modities, is  our  greatest  civUiaed  blessing,  the  corner- 
stone the  very  foundation  of  the  family  and  home;  the 
fundamental  or  chief  Idea  and  ideal  of  equal  opportunity 
and  liberty.  Is  not  the  writer  of  Progress  and  Poverty 
"barking  up  the  wrong  tree"'  when  he  says,  page  403. 
viz.'  "It  Is  not  necessary  to  confiscate  land;  It  is  only 
necessary  to  confiscate  rent,"  which  in  effect  is  pure 
aonhtotry  of  reaaoning  or  the  aaoie  thing;  which  seems 
to  he  a  Mr  oC  the  mmF  tmH^  «d  fala^oiui 


conclusions  which  have  been  too  often  accepted  at  face 
?S?uX  unthto^  minds.  Is  not  this  sophistical  r^- 
SOTing  positive  proof  that  the  real  cause  of  the  man> 
iS  complained  of  are  wrongfully  based?  He  says  o 
fl^llsh  an  taxation  save  that  upon  land  values,  bhould 
aS  forms  of  wealth  and  aU  accumulated  capital  except 
told  pay  no  taxes?  Why,  how  silly,  how  uttjust,  ^ 
tawte!  To  put  all  tax  on  land  simply  because  it  can- 
*2^P  secreted  or  run  away  is  error.  To  remove  all 
^rorindustr;  and  au'^rther  'orms  of  wealth  or 
^ue  except  land  is  a  double  error  surely  false  if  not 
TTwardly  reasoning.  A  t«c  o'^Jf^tv^^^.  ^f"?, 
forms  of  wealth  can  only  be  arbitrary.  Arbitrary  taxa 
UonsVc^l  privilege,  discrin.lnatory.  unjust  andi^ 
lawfttL  AU  courU  hold  arbitrary  taxation  is  uncoMrtl- 
ttttlonal  and  nntowfnl. 

The  increase  or  decreaae  of  population  Incren^es  or 
decr^ses  nearly  aU  kinds  of  values,  or  opporiumties  to 
make  money,  wealth  or  value  In  industry  in  mariufac- 
tare,  in  commerce,  in  transportation,  in  trade,  in  pro- 
fesBions.  etc  Is  it  not  error  untenable,  unjust,  yes  in- 
sane to  claim  or  contend  that  the  Tralue  of  land  alone 
is  increased  or  decreased  by  increase  or 
DODulation?  AU  forms  of  wealth  are  necessarily  affected 
to  a  gre^  or  less  degree  by  increase  or  decrease  of 
pVulatior^  society  collectively  increases  opponui^ 
and  value  for  aU.  the  doctor,  the  lawyer,  the  hutcher,  tte 
bSkcr,  ete.  »Jwy  Individuals  economic  opportunlttw 
and  holdings  Necessarily  afiectOd  by  the  increase  or 
decrease  of  population. 

Is  not  the  fundamental  idea  and  Sfl^ 
and  Poverty  chlefiy  based  on  an  untenable  or  wild  dream 
Of  rank  aociaUsm,  if  not  open  anarchism?   Were  it  posr 
^to  to  snddexOy  remove  aU  so-called  nmnopohes.  not 
only  from  land  but  from  all  other  producU  and  difftrl^ 
ute  the  tota  wealth  of  the  world  equally  In  value  «l 
^  h^an  family,  the  condition  and  results  probabl> 
would  not  remain  the  same  any  twenty-four  houra  there- 
after because  it  is  impracticable,  IneonaiBtent  and  nn- 
tSeTu  probably  would  prove  no  cure  for  poverty. 
^riS^*and  i^e  many  Uls  complained  ot    It  is  easy 
OTOTgh  to  charge  aU  His  to  one  cause,  private  prot«rt> 
to  l^d.  but  to  prove  it  is  different  Is  It  fair  is  it  right 
or  ia  It  lust  to  lay  aU  human  error  and  ills  to  one 
Sonomic^cluse  or%ommodlty  when  ^nanv   actors  are 
at  fault,  perhaps  inactivity,  inordinate  private  and  cor- 
pirote  greed  and  selfishness  are  chiefiy  to  blame.  Also 
Kae'^d^  bom,  the  tramp,  the  ^^^[J^^P^^^^ 
induced  to  steadily  till  the  soil  or  work  totelUgently 
<m  the  farm  at  any  price,  or  to  properly  work  land  eVM 
if  it9  %$e  were  given  to  them  rent  free.  This  is  a  fact 

which  needs  no  proof;  it  has  ^^^^X^^"*^ 
atrated  In  thousands  of  cases,  which  Is  or  tfionia  oe 
familiar  to  all  fit  or  duly  qualified  writers,  real  prac- 
tical investigators,  and  perhaps  the  public  generally,  the 
federal  and  state  land  officers,  etc  ,    ^  » 

Society  as  at  present  conatltnted  and  organized  Is 
perhaps  chiefiy  at  fault  and  not  merely  poor  or  rich  land 
for  the  numerous  economic  errors  and  ills  fompla  ned 
tf  by  the  writer  of  Pro^^ress  and  Poverty.  If  it  is  chiefly 
a  social  problem,  may  it  not  be  solved  ^y^^f^^^l^J^ 
remedy,  viz.,  official  sentence  to  general  farm  labor  and 
management,  with  a  potential  view  of  future  ownership, 
for  every  offense  and  crime  committed,  under  proper 
state  supervision,  control  and  management,  for  the  grad- 
ual development  and  perfection  of  society  and  the  br^ 
minded  uplift  of  the  whole  human  family.   The  author 
of  FrcmeSB  and  Poverty  seemed  to  have  had  only  one 
chief  aim  and  hobby,  viz.:  "Private  UUe  o»*  P>?Perty  Ui 
land"  and  he  truly  seems  to  have  ridden  it  to  oeaui. 
at  best  the  whole  book  seems  to  be  a  mere  s^hadow  of  a 
real  science.    If  we  read  between  the  lines  the  auOior 
pracUcally  admits  of  this  conclu^n;  see  page  187,  via.: 
"PrlmarUy  the  benefits  which  arise  from  use  go  to 
labor,  and  the  benefits  which  arise  from  increase,  to  cap- 
ital.   But  inasmuch  as  the  division  of  labor  and  tte 
mterchangeability  of  wealth  necessitate  and  imply  an 
averaging  of  benefits,  in  so  far  aa  these  different  modes  of 
production  with  each  ottier,  the  bmflta  tliat  arise  from 
one  will  average  with  the  benefits  that  arise  from  the 
others*  for  neither  labor  nor  capital  wUl  be  devoted  to 
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any  mode  of  prodnction  while  any  other  mode  which  is 

oijen  to  them  will  yield  a  greater  return  (with  the  mini- 
mum amount  of  energy  or  especially  of  physical  labor 
expended,  always  the  lassy  man's  point  of  view.  Thla 
bracket  is  mine.)  That  is  to  say,  lahor  expended  in  the 
first  mode  of  production  will  get,  not  the  whole  return, 
hat  the  return  minns  snch  part  as  is  necessary  to  give 
to  capital  such  an  increase  as  it  could  have  secured  In 
the  other  modes  of  production  and  capital  engaged  in 
the  second  and  third  modes  will  obtain,  not  the  whole 
taerease,  but  the  increase  minus  what  is  sufficient  to  give 
to  labor  such  reward  as  it  could  have  secured  If  ex- 
pended !n  the  first  mode.  This  interest  springs  from 
the  power  of  increase  which  the  reproductive  forces  of 
nature,  and  the  in  effect  analogous  capacity  for  ex- 
change, gives  to  capital.  It  is  not  an  arbitrary  but  a 
natural  thing;  it  is  not  the  result  of  a  particular  social 
organization,  hut  of  laws  of  the  universe  which  underlie 
society.   It  is,  therefore,  justr 

Industry  aud  thrift  perliaps  will  go  a  long  way  toward 
banishing  most  of  the  ills  complained  of  by  Henry  George. 
Do  not  the  improvident  often  seek  reward  without  labor? 
Are  not  these  the  expressions  and  precepts  of  natural 
law,  over  which  man  has  no  control?  The  above,  we 
think,  clear  observation,  iB  not  meant  or  intended  to 
be  an  academic  or  detailed  systematic  analysis  of  Prog- 
ress and  Poverty,  or  a  criticism  per  se,  but  we  are  as- 
sured it  is  a  clear,  clean-cut  refutation  of  the  falsely 
assumed  premises  and  of  the  absolutely  indefensible, 
untenable  conclndona  drawn,  based  upon  reason,  fair 
plav  and  lo.^ic.  See  page  ^2  of  our  Taxation  No.  2,  six 
paragraphs  on  Capital  and  Labor,  viz.:  (Extract  from  a 
tetter  we  sent  to  .Mr.  John  D.  Rockefeller,  Jr..  26  Broad- 
way. New  York.  Feb.  20,  191C):  "Thank  you  for  a  copy 
of  your  book,  just  received,  'The  Colorado  Industrial 
Plan/  which  we  read  with  much  interest.  It  seems  to 
be  both  feasible  and  reasonable.  We  sincerely  hope  it 
will  prove  very  successful." 

Demonstrable,  clear,  detailed  analysis  seems  to  be  the 
magic  key  to  unlock  or  properly  solve  all  moot  prob> 
lems.  We  think  It  will  enable  ns  to  correctly  and  justly 
solve  a  worUl  prohh-in,  viz.:  Civic,  state  and  national 
taxation,  all  on  the  one  basis  of  Utility  or  Reasonable 
Annual  earnings,  or  Rental  Value*  (Ten  pages,  260-270, 
just  published  in  the  ninth  volume  of  the  National  Tax 
Association  Froceedings,  contain  part  of  my  paper  pre- 
eented  to  the  annual  conference  at  San  Francisco.  Aug. 
10,  lOlf).  Read  if.  If  you  are  interested  in  the  subject 
and  our  views  as  indicated,  let  me  know  and  1  will  send 
Tou  a  typewritten  copy  of  the  complete  paper;  as  yet  H 
is  not  all  published;  it  consists  of  23  pages.) 

Capital  is  merely  accumulated  labor,  whether  it  be 
of  but  one  day  or  more  days'  value.  It  is  the  saving 
from  yesterday.  Today's  laborer  may  be  a  capitalist 
tomorrow,  and  vice  versa.  Analysis  shows,  logic  proves 
and  reason  demonstrates  the  etiology  of  both  Capital 
and  Lahor  to  be  of  the  same  common  parentage,  viz., 
UHlity,  whose  value  varies  in  degree  from  the  lowest 
to  the  highest  amount,  owing  to  success  or  failure  in 
any  industry.  If  this  is  true,  and  we  think  it  is,  then 
tliey  have  the  same  origin  of  parentage;  It  naturslly 
follows  that  they  are  brothers,  not  half  brothers,  or 
orphans,  but  full  brothers  In  consanguinity  or  blood 
relation.  As  the  ultimate  measure  of  all  human  labor 
Is  usefulness  or  Utility  of  the  thiyigs  prod/ttced.  The  city 
or  country's  tenants,  mcarchants  and  reeldents  are  the 
creators  of  ▼alue.  Then  why  should  these  brothers, 
Cai)ital  and  Labor,  question  or  dispute  each  other's  rela- 
tive standing,  when  tomorrow  it  may  all  be  reversed? 
Would  It  not  be  more  se^y  and  logically  correct  tat 
them  always  to  be  partners,  or  at  least  co-partners,  and 
co-operate  in  the  organization  of  all  industry?  Thus 
the  greRtaat  opportunity  for  self-derelopment,  individn<- 
ality,  bn>«ination  in  organizine;  and  in  evolving  the  cor- 
rect princdples  necessary  to  the  proper  application  and 
solution  of  the  greater  problems  is  had.  Economic  his- 
tory and  natural  evolution  demand  the  highest  type  of 
both  of  these  forces,  or  brothers,  in  the  orderly  develop- 
ment and  unfoldment  of  all  economic  problems,  and  of 
God's  laws  for  man's  best  use,"  Also  see  page  20%  of 
our  Taxation  No.  1,  Alexander  Hamilton's  views  modified 


to  date,  which  is  said  to  be  a  very  complete  if  not  con- 
rinsA^e  ansicer  to  the  Bingle  Tax  idea,  witlxout  even 
mentioning  the  author's  name,  his  subject  or  his  book. 

This  Is  as  much  space  as  we  can  spare,  at  this  time, 
in  answer  to  Progress  and  Poverty,  the  single  tax  idea, 
etc.  Perhaps  additional  or  detailed  corroboratory  an- 
swer is  Quite  unnecessary  to  unprejudiced  minds,  and 
to  the  prejudiced  or  wilful  and  rebelUous  minds  no 
amount  of  logic,  reason  or  argument  would  avail. 

The  problem  of  taxing  land  and  industry  as  now  in 
use,  we  believe,  is  an  entirely  erroneous  idea,  caused 
largely  by  a  lack  or  want  of  the  proper  rules  and  tools 
to  work  with,  as  tabulated  and  demonstrated  by  the 
Utility  System  to  make  the  net  INOOMBJ  PliAN  the  most 
effective  and  the  best  in  use. 

Alexander  Hamilton's  ideas  on  taxation  may  have 
been  all  right,  and  we  suppose  they  were,  with  condi- 
timis  tlm  prevailing  in  that  day  and  age,  but  to  make 
the  same  application  to  present  conditions,  in  our  wholly 
<dianged  and  advanced  state  of  civilization,  is  surely 
error.  Then  and  in  his  period  values  largely  centered 
around  one  item,  land,  with  its  ever-slow  but  sure- 
increasing  value  because  of  demand  and  because  it  cost 
nothing  or  but  little  of  labor  or  value  to  acquire  in  the 
beginning.  This  unearned  increment  or  increased  value 
of  the  land  without  applying  any  additional  labor  or 
capital,  we  infer  he  very  naturally  recognized  as  the 
most  fair  and  able  product  to  bear  the  chief  burden  of 
all  taxation  for  governmental  purposes. 

His  brilliant  mind  evidently  and  perhaps  logically 
arrived  at  this  conclusion,  because  in  his  period  prac- 
tically all  other  industry  was  limited  to  the  bare  neces- 
sities of  sustenance  or  of  making  a  decent  living;  nat- 
urally, if  but  little  or  no  surplus  value  were  remaining 
or  left  to  the  people,  because  of  their  primitive  undei^ 
standing  and  use  of  the  various  products,  all  industry 
was  at  a  low  ebb  and  could  ill  afford  to  bear  much  if  any 
of  the  tax  burden  ,  for  any  purpose:  they  apparently 
needed  it  all  for  decent  self-preservation,  some  culture 
and  development.  But  today  have  not  conditions  t>een 
almost  entirely  reversed?— because  the  wonderful  inven- 
tions, the  development  of  many  new  products,  the  mar- 
velous progress  of  civilization,  philosophy,  science  and 
the  use  of  our  natural  resources  have  produced  an  enor- 
mous industry,  perhaps  scarcely  dreamed  of  by  Mr. 
Hamilton.  Now,  to  permit  all  this  great  value,  including 
hoarding  (or  cold  storage  capital)  largely  or  wholly 
produced  from  our  present  varied  industry,  to  escape 
all  or  a  just  proportion  of  its  legitimate  share  of  taxa- 
tion is  error. 

Its  genesis,  nature,  development  and  successful  growth 
receive  a  vant  amount  of  both  puMic  as  well  as  private 
protection,  energy  and  expense  to  render  it  successful 
and  profitable.  Then  we  see  no  good  reason  why  all 
successful  industry  should  not  bear  Its  equal  share  of 
the  tax  burden.  Does  it  not  require  and  demand  more 
public  expense,  cost  of  fire,  police  protection,  etc.,  tlian 
mere  land?  Are  not  many  fonns  of  manufacture  and 
various  modern  human  industry,  including  the  profes- 
sions, even  more  profitable  than  land  investment,  in- 
cluding the  ratimr  uncertain  supposed  unearned  Incre- 
ment? There  may  be,  and  we  suppose  have  been  in 
the  past,  undoubted  large  profits  in  the  natural  develop- 
ment and  Increased  value  of  land,  but  perhaps  no  more, 
or  not  as  much,  as  in  some  forms  of  industry.  Each 
is  a  venture,  an  investment,  a  speculation  to  a  greater 
or  less  degi«e  of  both  labor  and  capital,  and  as  all  are 
open  to  free  election,  there  should  be  no  just  reason 
why  either  should  be  favored  by  discrimination,  in  not 
bearing  its  full  and  fair  share  of  taxation,  for  all  proper 
regulation  and  governmental  purposes. 

At  the  present  time  this  so-called  unearned  increment 
In  land  seems  to  work  with  a  vengeance  both  ways,  by 
increase  or  decrease,  profit  and  loss,  and  generally  loss, 
owing  to  the  wrongful  and  ever-Increased  burden  of  tax 
this  one  item  or  product  has  to  bear  relative  to  all  other 
products  of  industry. 

The  proper  and  perhaps  the  final  solution  of  the  prob- 
lem is  a  just  collertion  and  equalization  from  all  lndns> 
try  and  all  land  on  an  exact  equal  basis  of  intrinsic 
valu^  or  gross  eandngm  as  we  hope  Is  caeaily  tabiUat«d 
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and  demonstrated  by  our  Utility  System  of  Taxation. 
Of  course,  the  GROSS  EARNING  BASIS  is  used  becau^ 
It  is  fairer,  more  accurate,  feasible,  reliable  and  depend- 
able both  in  determining  and  comparing  relative  value 
of  all  kinds  of  property  than  any  other  basis,  reduced 
to  a  net  income  basis  by  the  administration. 
This  page  ^  added  in  lieu  of  o«r  Advanced  views. 


Alexander  Hamilion  s  ideas,  as  modified  and  brought 
down  to  date,  by  the  author. 

How  long  will  intelligent  men  and  women,  with  eyes 
to  see  and  minds  to  think,  be  dominated  by  such  aair 
demlc  nonsense,  empiricism  and  learne  l  stui)i  Uty.  to 
accept  or  ai>prove  the  economic  doctrine  advocated  by 
the  author,  of  Progress  and  Poverty? 


Chapter  8 
A  Oiapter  ^adcer  Than  Egypt's  Night 


The  above  and  preceding  analysis  is  part  of  Petition 
No.  9135  for  a  refund  of  taxes  on  a  valuation  Of 
176,989.00,  filed  by  Napoleon  Wagner  Oct.  20,  1915. 

To  the  Hon.  Board  of  County  CommlasionerB*  In  tne 
City  and  Countv  of  Denver,  Colorado.  (The  heart  or 
chief  part  of  this  analysis  has  also  been  on  file  in  the 
treasurer's  office  of  The  National  Tax  Association,  A.  E. 
Holcomb,  16  Dey  street,  New  York,  since  on  or  about 
the  above  date  of  filing,  only  to  receive  the  quiet  sleep 
of  death),  which  we  think  can  be  clesrly  proven,  for 
purely  arbitrary,  political  and  unjust  reasons  mvi5  denied. 

We  simply  cite  this  case  and  analysis  as  perhaps  a 
fair  sample  and  an  efUpluUic  example,  which  probably 
would  fit  and  be  equally  applicable  alike  to  hundreds 
and  thousands  of  similar  cases  In  each  and  every  large 
and  small  city  In  ttie  world;  thereby  proving  the  great 
economic,  national,  world  imperative  need  of  fair,  honest 
tax  reform  by  universal  official  standardization,  viz.: 
■In  the  equal  distribution  of  the  tax  burden,  whether  in- 
dividual, company  or  corporate,  tax  the  thing  tn  rent, 
(not  in  personam)  the  dollar,  not  whose  dollar,  but  rae 
fair,  honest,  net  yield  of  all  dollars  and  forma  w  'Hreun^ 
regardless  of  how  or  in  what  invested.  - 

In  this  connection  we  deem  it  Imperative  to  cite  our 
written  protest,  for  the  present,  for  lack  of  space  only 
nart  of  the  transcript  or  correspondence  against  the 
conduct,  ruling  and  action  of  the  National  Tax  Associa- 
tion at  Indianapolis.  Indiana,  August.  191G.  so  that  the 
Conkress  may  clearly  see  and  be  fully  informed  what 
Kigantic  odds  we  have  had  to  fight  against,  and  overcome 
vravt  eally  lone  handed,  viz.,  practically  the  entire  pro- 
fession of  FoUtical  Economy,  professors  of  high  and 
low  degree,  of  our  leading  colleges  and  universities, 
technical  and  scientific  associations,  of  course  not  all  but 
perhaps  many,  necessarily  swayed  and  influenced  to  a 
greater  or  less  degree  by  the  combined  power  of  lar^ 
private  and  corporate  wealth,  together  with  the  united 
political,  executive  and  administrative  arbitrary  rnling 
throughout  the  world;  all  bound  up  in  an  obsolete  past 
Inordinate  greed,  selfishness  and  special  privilege  which 
they  loathe  to  relinquish  to  modern  liberty,  fair  play 
and  democracy;  excepting  as  they  may  see  fit  to  dole 
out  through  the  powerful  endowment  fund,  quie^. 
smoothly  mold,  manufacture,  direct  and  control  Fwoiic 

In  proof  of  the  above  odds,  in  self-defense  and  per- 
sonal privilege,  we  are  impelled,  f el^*^™*}^; 
foUowlng  facts,  viz.:  "That  on  Aug.  1916,  «*- 
tending  the  Conference  of  the  National  Tas„AM0clati^ 
at  Indianapolis,  Indiana.  Dr.  Charles  J.  Bullock  notified 
me  In  person,  just  before  the  beginning  of  the  first  ses- 
sion that  the  entire  executive  committee  had  decided 
that  'any  attempt  on  my  part  for  a  hewing  on  oil  mat- 
ters of  my  case  9MM9  before  the  Conference,  would  he 
declared  out  of  ordei*.''  This  decision  the  executive  com- 
mittee arrived  at  without  giving  me  a  personal  or  any 
kind  of  a  hearing,  yet  I  was  present  for  that  purpose. 
I  said  to  Prof.  Bullock,  put  your  finding  in  writing  and 
even  this  was  denied.  I  then  said  to  him  It  was  unfair, 
political  and  un-American,  and  T  so  notified  the  then 
President  of  the  National  Tax  Association,  Hon.  Samuel 
T.  ttowe,  \^  handing  him  a  copy  of  the  followuMf  pro* 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Aug.  28,  191«* 

Hon.  Samuel  T.  Howe, 

President  N.*T.  A. 
Dear  Mr.  Howe:  .  ^. 

We  hereby  dean  it  Imperative  to  at  once  protest  the 


action  of  the  exec  u live  committee  in  before 
the  National  Tax  AssodsUon,  as  unfair,  polulcal  Mid 
un-American;  we  except  to  each  and  every  part  of  tma 
arbitrary  rulii^.  and  reserve  all  our  rights  as  per  t&n 
correspondence,  record  and  tran8crU>t,  etc 

ETHICS.  PRECEDENT.  OONVENTIONA1.ITY,  AP- 
ING MIMICKING.  FORMALITY,  etc..  are  tbe  chief  iin- 
pediments  or  stumbling  blocks  to  individually,  original- 
ity or  real  research  wortc  They  chiefly  belong  to  U» 
past,  are  dead  issues  and  can  be  of  value  to  no  OM 
except  as  guideposts  of  past  history,  which  may  be  sat- 
urated with  error.  Does  it  not  praotlcslly  prevent  and 
hinder  fair  development  and  progress,  because  all  must 
wait  for  the  signal  from  the  bellwether,  before  any  new 
move  Or  action  is  made, 

A  free  and  independent  mind  should  not  be  bound  oy 
these  superstitions,  or  errors.  Flattery  and  a  lazy,  glut- 
tonons  or  sluggish  mind  are,  perhaps,  the  chief  impedi- 
ments to  scientific  thought  or  to  properly  solving  any 
problem.  High  courage  is  blind  to  failure.  Try  on; 
don't  imitate— initiate.  Is  it  not  perfecity  dear  that 
Dr.  Nicholas  Murray  BuUer.  president  of  Columbia  IJW- 
versity.  New  Yorlc,  uttered  a  great  economic  troth  when 
in  Denver  recently— March.  1916— when  he  said,  viz.: 

"That  the  leading  or  controlling  thought  of  today  in 
all  professions,  trades  and  industry.  ''^^  J^/^S^J^ 
Sieflv  produced  NOT  BY  THE  PROFESSIONAL  POLI- 
TICIAN, who  is  necessarily  a  parasite.  He  is  terniied 
lest  he  should  guess  wrong  on  some  new  question,  which 
interests  and  excites  the  publir-,  and.  therefore,  instea^l  of 
being  able  to  lead,  he  is  always  looking,  safety  hrst  for 
somebody  to  follow.  (A  mere  seeond^iand  man.)  And 
the  consequence  is  that  instead  of  an  increasing  amount 
of  leadership  from  our  public  men.  we  are  getting  a 
steadily  decreasing  amount  of  leadership  and  a  sieadily 
Increasing  amount  of  ears  fastened  tight  to  the  Srojjnd» 

"If  we  could  gel  the  point  of  view  of  a  man  of  affairs 
into  the  head  of  a  statesman,  half  of  the  i)roidems  of 
business  and  government  in  this  country  would  be 
solved."  This  may  not  be  Dr.  Butler's  exact  words,  out 
It  Is  the  substance,  which  will  serve  our  i.resf^nt  i)ur- 
nose  We  hope  to  clearly  point  out  the  fact  or  apparent 
fact  that  the  Association  of  College  Professors,  Boon«^ 
mists,  Bociologists,  PollticlaaB,  etc^  laig^  belong  in  the 

same  class  or  type.  .    j  . 

That  in  this  instance  they  seem  determined  to  nang 
together,  right  or  wrong,  perhaps  so  they  may  not  hawc. 
separately,  or  rather  have  their  false  notions  and  ideas 
hang  in  effigv,  or  to  be  gibbeted  to  the  moonbeams,  there 
seems  to  be  no  doubt.    We  believe  this  ciilpnl)ility  ap- 
plies not  only  to  Professor  T.  S.  Adams,  but  perhaiw 
equally  so  to  Professor  Edwin  R.  A.  Sellgman  of  Oolnm^ 
bia  Universitv.  New  York.    Perhaps  also  to  Professor 
Carl  Copping  Plehn  of  Berkeley  University.  California, 
because  each  of  them  have  had  copies  of  our  San  Fran- 
dSOO  paper  of  Ansusl  lO.  1015.   We  also  feel  impelled  to 
uttcov^aBd  silently  bow  our  bead  In  shame  for  profound 
Silent  conduct,  if  not  contempt  of  one  of  my  Alma  Maters, 
the  great  and  glorious  University  of  Michigan,  as  can 
easily  be  demonstrated  and  proven  by  the  correspond- 
ence; the  head  of  the  Economics  Department  is  entirely 
unknown  to  us.  personally,  and,  of  course,  now  there 
can  be  no  possible  desire  for  a  better  or  closer  acquaint- 
aaoe;.  Wo  understand  his  name  corresponds  to  the  day 
of  U»  week  when  Catholics  do  not  eat  meat.    By  this 
condnofc,  he  caused  the  loss  of  a  small  subscription  to 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A- of  the  U.  of  M. 

Foriu^  eVBSIly  oolpable  are  many  of  tbe  so-called 
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leading  spirits  of  thought  and  influence,  both  in  and  out 
of  eoUege,  throagbcrat  America  today.  More  is  the  pity 
becaiue  In  the  administration,  the  executive,  the  legis- 
latfve  and,  sometimes,  the  judicial  departments,  are 
chlc^  or  Mlely  dominated  and  sometimes  vlllingly  con- 
tfoUed  ^  Hut  Iddden,  silent  force  known  as  *'tli0  in- 
tereetfl."  Sincerely  yours. 

Napoleon  ^agMl 

P.  S— Gentlemen:  No  question  or  problem  is  settled 
until  it  is  properly  settled. 

Onr  Taxation  No.  2,  Aug.,  W16»  was  chiefly  prtkitea 
for  use  of  the  executive  comn^tteet  of  the  National  Tax 
Association  for  the  intelligent  understanding  of  my  pro- 
test against  the  use  of  the  Somers  or  Unit  System  of 
Taxation,  which  they  had  under  official  consideration 
since  the  conference  held  In  Denver,  Colorado,  flefyt., 
1914,  as  well  as  my  San  Franelsco  paper,  Aug.  10,  1915, 
consiBting  of  22  typed  pages,  legal  size.  Up  to  the  pres- 
ent time,  Aug^  1920,  they  hare  failed  to  make  report  on 
either  of  snid  pajpern.  Is  St  from  bMtIt  o£  coani«^  » 
why? 

In  this  connection,  to  more  fully  elucidate— 1  wish  to 

object  and  protest  as  unfair,  unjust  a7id  un-American  the 
enforcement  of  Sec  6  of  Article  111  of  the  constitution  of 
the  National  Tax  Assodatlon,  whl<^  reads  as  follows, 
viz.:  "Xo  member  of  tills  association  shall  have  the  right 
to  vote  in  any  ftT^niwl  conference  by  virtue  of  such  mem- 
bership," for  the  following  reasons: 

Ist — We  are  informed  in  the  next  Section  7,  via.: 
"The  voting  power  of  the  conference  upon  an  official  ex- 
pression of  its  opinion  is  limited  with  the  purpose  of 
safegTiarding  the  conference  from  the  possibility  of  hav- 
ing its  expression  of  opinion  influenced  by  any  class 
interest,  etc.,  and  to  keep  it  out  of  politicfi. 

2nd — Well,  is  not  this  Just  the  opposite,  in  effect,  in 
practice?  Is  it  not  "practically  entirely  conducted  by 
one  class  and  in  the  direct  interest  of  this  one  class, 
viz..  "Its  delegates  appointed  annually  by  governors  of 
States,  from  the  State  tax  commissions,  nnlv^rsitles, 
colleges,  etc.,  each  of  whom  shall  have  one  vote.'*  Are 
not  these  delegates  as  a  rule,  (fulMOooded)  politicians, 
or  at  least  quasl-polltlelans? 

3i.^ — Dq  they  not  (every  mother's  son  of  them)  derive 
their  appointment  from  the  governors  of  the  various 
states,  colleges,  universities,  etc?  Is  It  not  universally 
admitted  and  common  knowledge,  that  almost  without 
exception,  these  governors  are  wily  or  shrewd  polltl- 
dfti  s?  Does  he  not  always  appoint  as  delegates  to  this 
con'erence  the  State  tax  commission,  whom  he  or  his 
pretlecessor,  previously,  appointed  to  their  respective 
poe  tions.  from  purely  or  largely  political  motives  or 
influence?  Is  this  motive  or  Influence  not  largely  brought 
to  I  ear  in  the  appointment  of  the  other  delegates  from 
tbe  nniversltles  and  colleges? 

4  h— Do  they  not  nearly  all  attend  these  annual  con- 
fen  aces  at  state  expense,  free  transportation,  meals, 
tflecper,  fancy-priced  hotel  bills,  and  sometimes  two  or 
thrt  e  to  five  or  six  or  more,  from  some  states?  With  no 
ded  ictlon  or  loss  from  their  respective  salaries,  while 
nttcsding  them  wsaaml  (vaevUoas,  vm^)  oonSnv 
enfrs,  etc 

5tli_Koir.  does  any  sane  Individnal  wish  to  pretend 
thai  all  this  influence  does  not  put  the  large  majority 
of  t  lese  delegates  on  pretty  friendly  terms,  and  a  quiet 
jsaA  trstanding.  If  not  a  (red-bot)  polittdan,  in  ^e  goiv^ 
«rB<r's  influence  and  favor? 

^^As  a  mere  member,  and  merely  permitted  to  pay 
mf  IS  annnal  dues,  and  merely  permitted  to  pay  my 
own  railway  fare,  meals,  sleeper  and  all  other  incidental 
expenses,  loss  of  time  from  business;  etc. — ^with  no  vote 
and  not  much  chanee  for  a  fair,  speedy  hearing  or  due 
recognition,  compared  to  these  official  delegates,  on  any 
question — it  seems  to  be  small  wonder  a  large  member- 
ship cannot  be  seenred  m  the  above  basis  md  treaAment 
of  its  members. 

7th — Is  there  another  such  or  similar  organization  or 
association  in  existence  anywhere?  If  so,  we  shall  be 
plenaed  to  know  its  name  and  location  (if  not,  the  color 
of  its  eyes  and  hair),  who  give  such  meager  reoc^nltlon 
and  privileges  to  its  members. 

SUk— 'Are  the  above  reasons  not  pretty  conclusive  that 


the  National  Tbx  Association,  as  at  present  organised 

and  conducted,  is  pretty  thoroughly  saturated  with  po- 
litical influence,  with  its  apparently  obsolete  "Chinese 
Wall"  of  protection,  trying  to  prevent  any  outside  influx 
ence,  no  matter  how  fair,  to  interfere  with  its  apparent, 
unfair,  unjust  and  un-American*  hermetically  sealed 
class  constitution?  Is  it  not»  as  at  present  condueteid,  n 
close  perambulating  political  machine  or  corporation — 
largely,  or  perhaps  chiefly,  dominated  and  controlled  by 
attorneys,  offlem  and  members  (tf  corporate  Influence? 

Unpleasant  task  as  it  is,  to  narrate  this  sad  story.  It 
must  be  done  to  clarify  the  situation.    (The  money 
which  I  saved      not  goin^  to  the  annual  National  Tax 
Association  Conference  at  Atlanta.  Georgia,  November. 
1917,  1  cheerfully  gave  to  the  Red  Cross.)    But  I  see 
by  the  Annual  Proceedings  of  said  Conference,  Vol.  11, 
pages  64-90— or  about  twenty-six  pages — ^has  not  this 
valuable  space  been  practically  wasted  In  a  rambling 
discussion  of  the  old,  obsolete  or  untenable  saw,  "Sale 
Value"  as  the  chief  or  fundamental  basis  for  assess- 
ment? Is  this  not  a  perfectly  plain  case  of  'The  guilty 
fleeth  when  no  man  pursueth"?    Error  cannot  be  con- 
verted into  truth,  nor  can  you  change  the  spots  of  a 
leopard's  skin,  etc.   Is  and  was  not  this  valuable  ^lace 
chiefly  made  use  of  to  give  Prof.  T.  S.  Adams  a  **white- 
wash,"  in  his  clearly  untenable  paper  on  "Sale  Value,'* 
previously  published  In  the  Bulletin  of  the  Nattonal  Tax 
Association,  which  perhaps  was  very  clearly  if  not  con- 
Qlvslvely  refuted  in  the  answerj"8hall  the  Blind  Lead 
the  Bllndr'  etc.,  by  Napoleon  wagner,  part  of  whldi 
was  also  published  in  said  Bulletin,  and  the  balance,  or 
Part  Two  of  this  paper,  viz.,  "Shall  the  Blind  Lead  the 
BUnd?**  (perhaps  the  strongest  part  of  said  paper)  was 
refused  publication  by  the  'then  secretary,  Prof.  T.  S. 
Adams  of  the  N.  T.  A.   Why?   Is  it  because  the  policy 
of  the  interestM^  wished  or  ordered  it  suppressed?  Are 
the  salaries  or  positions  of  some,  most  or  all  of  the  lead- 
ing colleges  or  universities  chair  of  political  economy, 
sociology,  etc,  largely  influenced.  If  not  controlled,  by 
the  endowment  fund,  directly  or  indirectly  by  the  in- 

Will  not  a  meager  intelligence  reject  the  principle  of 
"sole  value,''  because  it  is  at  best  a  low  grade  of  evi- 
dence, being  vacillating,  uncertain,  a  guess;  until  all 
the  higher  grades  of  evidence,  such  as  proven  fair  aver- 
age yield,  or  actual  net  income  by  demonstration  and 
sworn  statement  have  been  used  and  exhausted  In  the 
establishing  of  any  truth  or  fact?  Is  not  the  "sale  value 
theory"  a  mere  camouflage  to  prevent  the  real  truth  and 
&cts  to  become  known?  Why?  Is  it  not  to  enable  >tlie 
Interests  to  do  some  juggling  in  bookkeeping,  for  tax 
dodging,  etc.?  Why?  Because  their  total  corporate 
property  Is  seldom  or  never  offered  for  sale,  hence  there 
can  he  no  sale  value  estahlished.  This  Is  practically 
equally  true  with  many  other  classes  of  property,  and 
eiqpeclally  so  with  very  yaluable  large  buildings  and 
homes,  which  only  change  title  about  once  every  genera- 
tion, and  then  it  is  frequently  In  corporate  form  so  no 
assessor  can  get  or  know  the  real  consideration  or  sale 
price.  But  after  death  how  tenably,  quickly,  accurately 
and  justly  all  this  practicable  real  consideration  may  be 
obtained  by  the  assessor,  administrator,  etc.,  capitalizing 
at  a  fair  per  centum  its  fair  annual  yield  or  net  income? 

Is  your  position  as  above  cited  In  the  proceedings  of 
the  National  Tax  Association  clearly  not  that  of  a 
"bunch  of  sophists,"  trying  by  mere  numbers,  etc.,  to 
cram  down  the  throat  of  science  and  unthinking  people 
TSmk  error,  wholly  unwarranted,  tintenable,  inequitable 
and  unjust  conclusions?  Now,  sirs,  we  wish  to  emphat- 
ically state  that  neither  you  as  individuals  nor  th* 
National  Tax  Association  have  given  me  or  my  many 
years  of  unselfish  work  fair  treatment  or  any  kind  of  a 
hearing,  yet  you  and  the  National  Tax  Association  have 
had  some  of  my  writing  and  papnrs  under  consideration 
for  five  years  or  more.  That  I  shall  be  pleased  to  fight 
you,  individually  or  collectively,  to  a  complete  standstiU 
on  the  absolutely  unwarranted,  untenable,  inequitable 
and  unjust  principle  of  "mere  sale  value,"  or  mere 
opinion,  or  tbs  (obsolete,  poor  old)  Somers  or  Unit  Sys- 
tem of  Taxation,  perhaps  instigated  or  set  up  by  the 
Interests  or  Corporate  Capital,  as  the  chief  or  funda- 
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mental  basis  of  establishing  any  value,  for  fair  assess- 
ment and  taxation.  That  you  seem  to  be  banded  to- 
gether, in  error,  perhaps  not  nnlilw  a  pack  of  hungry 
wolves,  and  It  would  seem  that  I  can  only  fight  you  on 
the  same  basis.  Your  method  seems  to  be  suppression 
of  the  real  truth  and  fact*;  we  wish  to  give  you  warning, 
viz.:  That  you  cannot  fuppress,  smother  or  conceal  a 
That  it  will  live  to  haunt  you  to  your  dying  day. 
At  present  you  seem  determined  to  hang  together,  I 
suppose  so  that  you  may  not  (or  rather  your  false  views) 
hang  separately.  Take  notice,  the  colleges,  the  universi- 
ties, the  Endowment  Fund  and  tiie  Interests  genmdly, 
that  the  above  policy  of  camouflage,  sophistry  and  deceit 
will  no  longer  be  tenable  or  acceptable  to  the  people  and 
Uie  public.  All  must  be  put  on  the  same  fair  basis, 
if  the  various  Interests  and  Civilization  is  to  endure. 

We  believe  It  is  only  fair  to  presume  that  after  the 
present  great  world  war.  in  the  reconstructive  period, 
the  people,  the  public  will  no  longer  be  in  the  mood  to 
suffer  rank  error  by  politicians,  unfair  dominating  influ- 
ence or  control  of  their  private  or  public  rights.  Hon- 
est earning  power,  yield  or  net  income  la  now  almost 
universally  admitted  fo  he  the  most  accurate,  equitable 
and  just  scientific  basis  or  index  of  taxpaying  atillity: 
should  it  not  be  acceptable  and  applied  to  every  form 
of  wealth,  by  and  through  federal  standardisation  in  the 
Bureau  of  Standards  at  Washington.  D.  G.?  Then  im- 
perative self-interest  wiU  perhaps  compel  Its  universal 
acceptance  and  local  ofBdal  adojption,  perhaps  throu^ 
out  the  world. 

The  value  of  each  item  at  the  time  of  assessment 
should  be  as  accurately  ascertained  as  possible  by  thp 
use  of  one  standardized  unit,  a  common  basis  for  all 
kinds  of  taxable  property.  If  the  original  assessment  is 
psopeTr  equalisation  U  unnecessary.   If  the  original  as- 
sessment is  wrong,  equalization  by  districte  or  counties 
Will  not  correct  it.    How  can  we  have  proper  original 
saseesmMits,  by  using  any  uncertain  or  vacillating  base, 
such  as  arbitrary  methods,  a  guess,  or  uncertain,  foolish 
sale  value?  Two  or  more  units,  bases  or  methods  tend 
to  confusion,  and  will  not  admit  of  fair  or  easy  compari- 
son. But  little  Importance  can  be  placed  upon  sale  value 
even  if  It  Is  correctly  reported — as  it  is  generally  re- 
potted, as  found  in  deeds  and  transfers,  who  can  say 
that  any  dependable  importance  can  be  placed  upon  sale 
value,  for  want  of  knowing.  The  Real  Amount  and  The 
Real  Motive  for  the  consideration  or  sale  price?  There 
are  no  sales  in  some  classes  of  property.   In  the  most 
valuable  real  estate,  in  the  vast  combinations  of  wealth, 
both  private  and  corporate,  there  are  no  sales  from  year 
to  year  as  a  guide  for  the  assessor  to  fix  values.  In 
panicky  times  and  during  long  depressions  there  may  be 
no  sales,  or  but  few  sub-normal  sales,  in  many  years  and 
during  boom  times  perhaps  many  infiaied  sales;  so  that 
for  proper  dependable  purposes  of  fixing  value  for  as- 
sessment, for  sale  vaXue  is  too  near  a  guess,  too  high  or 
too  low,  too  uncertain,  too  long  between  sales  of  some 
kinds  of  property,  from  one  generation  to  another,  an<l 
absolutely  no  sales  in  the  vast  majority  of  millions  of 
dollars  of  wealth  to  be  legally  tenable  for  assessment 
or  for  any  other  purpose. 

Sale  Value  at  best  Is  only  feeble,  uncertain  factor  in 
determining  the  annual  income  or  net  yield,  which  when 
proper^  capitalized  will  always  give  true  real  value  for 
assessment  or  any  other  purpose  Is  it  not  what  all 
banks.  Insurance  companies,  trust  companies,  probate 
courts  and  financial  institutions  generally  rely  and  de- 
pend upon?  Besides,  the  motive  for  many  or  perhaps 
for  most  sales  may  be  as  uncertain  and  fickle  as  the 
wind.  Hence,  no  amount  of  camouflage,  argument,  false 
conference  or  mere  assertion  can  make  mere  sale  value 
morally,  legally  or  equitably  tenable  to  ascertain  value 
for  any  purpose.  Pometimes  f;nlc  value  may  be  used  to 
corroborate,  but  never  to  initiate  or  create  value.  Earn- 
ing power,  yield,  income  or  utility  are  back  of  all  sales 
and  of  course  can  alone  fix  the  fundamental  basis  for 
obtaining  all  true  or  real  value. 

Is  it  not  perfectly  plain,  even  to  a  blind  man  for 
Shall  the  Blind  Lead  the  Blind,  which  was  parUy  denied 
publication  in  the  N.  T.  A.  Bulletin)  that  the  first  Round 
Tal^  dlBCttsBioa  at  the  AUenta,  Ga.,  Gonteenee  of  the 


National  Tax  Association,  1917,  was  chiefly  or  perhaps 
wholly  had  in  order  to  give  Thomas  S.  AdaBiB  (n  olesn 

bill  of  health)  a  whitewash  on  his  apparently  false 
doctrine  and  principles  of  sale  voiuet  Is  it  not  lament- 
able that  such  seems  to  have  be«tt  the  case,  consuming 
much  apparently  misspent  energy-,  valuable  time  and 
space  In  the  annual  volume  of  Proceedings  of  the  N.  T.  A- 
to.  If  possible,  bolster  up  a  poor  old,  fast  dying,  if  no* 
already  dead,  dead  issue  f    Had  we  not  far  better  face 
about   and    be    constructive    instead    of  destructive 
in  the  interest  of  all  humanity?    Can   fair  play 
and    democracy    for    the    world    thrive    by  preach- 
ing and  teaching  such  apparently  false  principles  and 
doctrine  as  sale  value?  Nor  can  the  Interests,  whether 
private  or  corporate,  accumulated  wealth  or  even  the 
great  endowment  fund  itself,  long  survive  by  such  ap- 
parentlv  inhuman,  unfair,  traitorous,  un-American  and 
un-Christian  conduct?   Is  this  not  placing  perfectiy  Just 
and  fair  criticism  on  the  shoulders  of  the  guUtv,  where 
it  rightfully  htfottgs?  UnmasMntf  lo^  ctast  and  yrivi- 
legef 

Was  the  puivhaser  a  "Twob  or  a  rube,"  what  degree  of 
intelligence  was  used  in  filling  or  agreeing  upon  the 
sale  prUsef   It  seems  to  me  perfecUy  astounding  that 
in  this  day  and  age,  men  of  average  or  even  meager 
intelligence,  much  less  college  professors,  theorists,  etc.. 
should  waste  or  fritter  away  their  time  in  writing  or  in 
round  table,  square  table  or  any  other  silly,  sophisUcal 
argument,  discussion  or  conference  of  the  perfectly  ap- 
parent or  false  idea  that  mere  sale  value  is  or  ever  can 
become  tenable  as  &  fundamental,  Ju&t  or  equiuble  basis 
for  determining  100%  value  of  anything?    Because  the 
selling  price  or  consideration  may  be  fixed  and  agreed 
to  by  a  "Boob  or  a  Rube,*'  or  It  may  be  based  on  good 
or  bad  judgment  of  the  buyer.    Are  not  sale  prices 
always  inflated  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  desire  nr 
necessity  to  better  use  near  or  adjoining  property,  or 
to  complete  some  increased  building  policy,  etc.  m 
health,  a  sudden  desire  to  change  location,  being  hard 
pressed  for  ready  money,  speculation,  etc.,  always  cause 
deflation  of  the  normal  selling  price.  There  may  be  as 
many  different  motives  for  high  or  low  Yalw  as  recorded 
sales,  even  if  correctly  reported  In  the  deeds.  Pray, 
who  can  take  the  time,  bear  the  expense  to  inquire  into 
all  the  separate  detailed  motives  of  each  transaction  or 
sale  pricCy  and  what  would  or  could  i'  nvail  were  it 
feasible  or  possible  to  do  so?    To  illusirate,  we  quote 
a  few  paragraphs  from  Mr.  John  GInty,  Assessor  of  San 
Francisco,  California,  viz.:  "Students  in  taxation  usually 
think  that  all  property  should  be  assessed  on  a  lOO  per 
cent  valuation;  that  the  selling  price  should  be  only 
evidence  of  values,  without  any  safety  factor  for  bad 
Judgment  of  the  buyer.    If  the  recorder's  booi;s  show 
that  'A'  paid  $1,000  for  a  certain  lot.  should  that  sale 
fix  the  assessment  value  of  the  lot  and  become  the  basis 
of  assessment  of  adjoining  property?    Was  the  amount 
named  In  the  deed  the  actual  consideration,  or  was  it  a 
fictitious  amount  intended  to  be  used  as  a  selling  argu- 
ment or  to  mislead  a  mortgagee  and  obtain  an  excessive 
loan?   Who  is  Mr.  'A'?    Ts  he  an  apprentice  in  a  ma- 
chine shop?  A  janitor?  Has  he  recently  graduated  from 
school,  or  is  he  a  novice  who  has  Inherited  some  money? 
How  did  he  acquire  a  knowledge  of  values?   What  argu- 
ment did  the  seller  use  to  separate  the  buyer  from  his 
il.OOO?  Did  the  glib  tongue  of  a  real  estate  sgent  assure 
him  that  he  would  double  his  money  in  a  year,  <ir  other 
hypnotic  stories,  to  convince  him  that  it  was  the  chance 
of  his  life  to  make  a  good  investment?  Wbat  will  be  his 
loss  whMi  he  sells  it?   I  might  add.  does  a  deerl  repre- 
senting &  sacrifice  sale,  a  sheriff's  deed  for  an  attachment 
or  foreclosure  furnish  any  evidence  of  a  100%  value?" 

Also  see  pages  102-107  of  Vol.  It.  N.  T.  A.  Proceed- 
ings, a  paper  by  Hon.  U  S.  Donley,  of  Canada.  Also  see 
Mr.  P.  C.  Wade's  paper  In  the  National  Tajt  AmdaUon 
Bulletin,  April,  191 S. 

Pussy-footing,  or  the  gumshoe  method  of  writing,  try- 
ing to  be  so  conventional  to  olt6nd  no  one  and  please  all 
Ib  clenrlv  not  suited  either  to  my  subject  or  purpose 
^ere  it  becomes  Imperative,  in  the  interest  of  human- 
ity, that  we  speak  plain  truth  in  handling  and  analyzing 
m^f  ooniaeii^^tffli^  and  mne  rather  nnplassftnt  facu 
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we  hope  with  clarity  and  brevity.  BncyclopiBdlc  m«thod 
of  ti«atm«nt  of  each  commodity  is  quite  unnecessary, 
it  would  only  add  repetition  to  a  clearly  proven  prin- 
ciple.  It  would  seem  "tbe  pnnlstanent  must  toe  made  to 

ti  the  crime."  ^  ^ 

Does  not  the  Somers  or  Unit  System  of  Taxation 
really  mean  the  MannfactnrerB*  Appraisal  Company  of 
Cleveland.  Ohio,  and  does  not  the  Manufacturers*  Ap- 
praisal Company  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  really  mean  the 
Standard  Oil  Company  of  America,  and  does  not  the 
Standard  Oil  Company  of  America  substantially  mean 
the  enormous  endowment  fund,  whose  chief  function 
seems  to  be,  and  i)erhaps  is.  to  manufacture  the  so-called 
Pvhlir  Opinion  by  and  through  the  leading  colleges  and 
universities  in  the  direct  interest  of  the  Interests,  or 
special  Class  and  Privileee?  Now,  if  this  is  so.  is  it  any 
wonder  why  these  professors  are  not  permitted,  through 
trembling  and  fear  of  losing  their  positions,  and  the 
colleges  and  universities  of  losing  their  endowments, 
refuse  to  say  one  word  agatnet  the  perliaps  mensttKma 
BO^aUed  Somers  or  'Unit  System  of  Taxation,  or  an 
aAldiowlettMat  of  tbft  ytma  fact  tiiat  my  criticism. 


public  protests  and  writing  on  taxation  practically  killed 
and  put  out  of  use  or  commission  the  said  Somers 
System  of  Taxation,  thereby  perhaps  saTlng  to  the  large 
cities  in  America  millions  Upon  milttOBB,  if  not  HIUoilS^ 

of  dollars  since  1911? 

Is  not  this  clearly  apparent  species  of  secret  domina- 
tion and  control,  by  suppression  of  truth  and  science, 
•not  a  vile  form  of  Hunism  or  Prussianism  "over  here" 
and  everywhere  not  the  greatest  blight  of  civilization? 
Please  remember  this  is  but  one  emphatic  example;  is 
it  not  our  plain  duty  to  unmask  this  serious  growing 
evil  and  error,  which  perhaps  can  only  be  permanently 
righted  by  clearly  exposing  its  far-reaching,  inordinate, 
selfish  economic  motive  for  unfair,  wicked,  greedy  gain? 

COURAGE  and  more  COURAGE  to  dare  and  do  the 
right,  even  to  the  point  of  resignation  or  closing  the 
doors  of  the  college,  seems  to  be  the  imperative  demand 
until  the  evil  doer  can  be  exterminated  by  publicity,  real 
public  opinion.  Publicity  is  the  antidote  to  suppression 
of  truth,  and,  if  persisted  in,  will  never  fall  to  unmask 
and  remove  any  error  or  wrong  in  this  world.  Evil  doers 
cannot  long  withstand  tbe  tercille  lUiaDlDatbnt  of  ml 
public  opinion. 


Chapter  9 
Fair  Play 


The  whole  ifOflA  must  be  made  to  see  and  know  that 
ve  have  but  one  as  to  grind,  to  hew  down  all  opposition, 
no  matter  ho*  ^parenUy  aU  powerful  and  great  or 
securely  intrenched  behind  error;  spurious  or  false  pub- 
lic opinion,  manu&ctured  by  inordinate  greed  and  sel- 
-fishness  for  power  and  control  by  the  great  combinations 
of  wealth  the  world,  is  surely  error.  We  have  no 
personal  motive  or  criticism  per  se,  but  aincef  our  modest 
HtUe  treatise.  Taxation  No.  1,  was  first  copyrighted, 
vahUflhed  and  personally  distributed.  In  1911,  to  prao> 
tieally  every  school,  college,  university  and  city  in  Amer- 
ica having  a  population  of  over  10,000,  and  likewise  to 
nearly  all  foreign  countries— Perhaps  because  of  which 
the  world  has  now  many  corroborative  papers  and  much 
valuable  data  to  thoroughly  establish  the  really  greai 
principle  of  Relative  Value,  apparently  Ood'a  imperative 
command  In  orOer  that  cipUizatitm  an4  the  toorld  may 
endure. 

We  do  not  pretend  to  cHalm  &at  the  original  idea 
was  ours:  doubtless  many  minds  and  writers  advocated 
the  same  or  a  similar  doctrine,  phOosophy  and  prtnd- 

l>les.  liiif  so  far  as  we  know  none  of  them  have  faith- 
fully  and  persistently  remained  active,  to  speedily  and 
Clearly  analyze  the  problw  and  put  It  In  practicable  or 
usable  form  for  the  present  great  bleeding  and  suffering, 
hungry  world.  As  per  written  proof,  we  have  been 
closely  identified  witk  the  problem  for  the  past  eighteen 
years,  and  off  and  on  for  more  than  forty  years,  when 
we  legitimately  inherited  not  only  the  problem  of  Rela- 
tlTO  Value,  but  also  the  inspiration  and  courage  from 
the  late  Hon.  Thomas  M.  Cooley  for  its  solution  and 
adoption,  its  practicable  universal  use.  The  problem, 
principles  and  doctrine  of  Relative  Value,  or  the  just 
distribution  Of  the  tax  burden  to  all,  is  so  great  and 
fundamental,  it  lies  at  the  very  root  and  fotindatlon 
upon  which  all  civilization  and  governments  must  rest, 
if  they  long  endure,  in  God's  name  and  in  the  direct 
interest  of  all  His  children  and  hnmanlty,  may  we 
humbly  aslv  that  Relative  Value  be  morally,  socially, 
equitably  and  legally  speedily  officially  standardized  and 
universally  adopted  throughout  the  world. 

To  the  right  editor  and  publisher  we  could  give  now 
six  hundred  pages,  more  or  less,  pertinent  economic  and 
taxation  fects,  and  correspondence  of  perhaps  equal  or 
greater  current  interest  to  the  general  public  than  any 
matter  which  we  have  published  in  either  or  all  of  our 
pamphlets  on  Taxation,  Nos.  1,  2  and  3,  but  space  forbids 
adding  more  at  the  present  time.  All  of  my  writing  and 
analysis  on  sociology,  economics  and  taxation,  including 
demonstration  and  tabulation,  is  said  to  be  so  plain  and 
clear  thnt  the  avernge  high  school  student  will  readily 
comprehend  and  understand  it.  Hence,  there  would  seem 


to  he  no  Justifiable  excuse  for  college  professors  in  not 
readily  understanding  it,  except  from  perhaps,  undue  in- 
fluence, political  or  other  wrong  motives,  if  not  rank 
hypocrisy.  It  is  not  merely  sincerity,  by  clearly  exposing 
and  eliminating  one  error  or  false  doctrine  after  another 
by  supplying  and  supplanting  in  lieu  thereof  the  present 
Indisputable  &eka  and  truths  hut  potenttoUy  of  «na»er 
value. 

We  hope  the  Congress  will  readily  aee  my  pcrint  of 

view,  of  definitions,  of  rules,  of  principles  and  laws  prop- 
erly applied  to  the  existing  facts  as  we  found  them,  not 
chiefly  for  criticism  per  »e,  but  always  primarily  and 
fundamentally  for  proper  analysis  and  crystalization 
purely  in  the  interest  of  science  or  unanswerable  truth. 
Will  not  the  Gongrees  or  some  really  great  reputable 
publishing  house  soon  relieve  me  from  the  ever-increas- 
ing financial  burden  of  typing,  printing  and  properly 
dtotrihutlng  these  valuable  truths  In  the  interest  of 
science  and  humanity?  Up  to  the  present  time,  August, 
1920,  I  have  borne  all  this  expense,  including  postage,  to 
the  world,  and  especially  in  supplying  all  cities  in  the 
United  States  of  lD,oOo  in  habitanU,  the  leading  libraries, 
colleges,  universities,  adminishratlon  and  financial  in- 
stitutions, including  many  private  Individuals  at  home 
and  abroad,  to  perhaps  every  country  on  the  face  of  the 
^obe,  for  the  past  eight  years  or  more. 

If  "Progress  and  Poverty,"  'which  was  based  on  one 
commodity  and  gross  error,  was  a  success  from  the  re- 
ceipts, the  publishers'  point  of  view,  why  may  not  the 
Utility  System  of  Taxation  and  Economics,  ultimately 
prove  to  be  a  success  from  all  points  of  view,  which  is 
hated  on  all  commodities  and  demonstrable  truthf  The 
greater  the  obstructionists  by  organization  and  combina- 
tion of  accumulated  wealth,  power  and  influence,  the 
more  like  chaff  they  become  In  our  hands.  Utility  is  a 
truth  to  be  scattered  to  the  four  winds  or  like  sand 
on  the  seashore;  soon  there  will  be  nothing  left  to 
identify  any  one  of  them  because  of  error.  Opposition 
to  the  Utility  System  of  Taxation,  whether  open  or 
secret,  plainly  emphasizes  the  sad  error  of  the  pa«f,  and 
clearly  shows  the  imperative  need  for  speedy  reform. 
Hence  the  more  opposition  to  the  Utility  System,  etc, 
the  better  we  like  it  and  the  more  easy  it  win  be  to 
overcome. 

Some  men  are  so  crooked  that  they  will  not  be  able 
to  lay  straight  in  their  eofllns,  simply  because  they  failed 
to  produce  a  correct  balance  sheet.  But  when  it  Is  too 
late  for  them  to  do  so,  to  the  assessor,  the  administra- 
tion and  the  government  (how  easy  it  Is  for  the  execu- 
tor, administrator  and  probate  court)  to  produce  a  cor- 
rect balance  sheet.  It  may  take  a  few  reincarnations 
to  straighten  them  out,  hut  it  win  he  dene.  Ffirhe^  tile 


most  aiJt,  and  indeed  the  only  real,  oitldsm,  we  have 
ever  heard  e^inst  the  Utility  System.  tIk.:  *1t  is  too 
honest  for  the  dishonest";  my  reply  was  and  Is.  It  will 
keep  the  honest  honest,  and  help  to  malve  the  dlshOliOflt 
honest;  it  may  save  a  few  reincarnations,  etc. 

In  corroboration  of  above,  see  P.  C.  Wade's  paper, 
"Tax  Reform  in  Western  Canada,"  In  the  April.  1918, 
Bulletin,  National  Tax  Association.  Also  E.  H.  Wolcott's 
paper,  "Taxation  After  the  Wto "  etc  I  bid.  Also  see 
a  paper  by  John  Ginty,  assessor,  San  Francisco,  Cali- 
fornia, in  the  Preliminary  Report  of  Progress  by  The 
Committee  on  Taxation,  of  the  National  Association  of 
Building  Owners  and  Managers,  of  Hon.  H.  J.  Burton, 
chairman,  Minneapolis.  Minn.  Also  very  many  aWe 
papers  recorded  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  National  Tax 
.Aiiioclation,  in  all  leading  libraries,  etc.,  etc  Also  a 
quotation  from  Dr.  Farrand,  president  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Colorado,  etc..  of  date  June  5  and  12,  1918, 
Denver  Post,  viz.:  "Social  Thinking  Will  Gain  from  the 
War,"  "It  will  have  gathered  too  nyueh  momentum  to 
recede  to  the  narrower  limits  of  personal  Individual. 
Where  one  person  in  America  a  year  ago  was  thinking 
in  social  terms,  a  hundred  are  thinking  in  social  terms 
today.  We  are  progressing  more  in  a  day  than  we  used 
to  do  in  ten  years;  and  this  body  of  social  thought  has 
gained  an  Impetus  which  nothing  can  stop." 

"Economic  and  sodal  problems  with  which  we  have 
been  concerned  for  years  are  pressing  forward  in  spite 
of  military  problems."  etc..  etc. 

May  we  suggest  for  the  reconstruction  period,  and 
perhaps  for  all  time— Is  there  anything  which  would  esMr 
oel  a  properly  graduated  income  and  inheritance  and 
luxury,  federal,  state  and  city  tax,  from  every  source 
of  wealth,  real  Relative  Value  ofBcially  standardised,  or 
the  equal  distribution  of  the  tax  burden  for  all  admin- 
istrative and  governmental  purposes?  As  an  emphatic 
example,  we  quote  a  few  lines  from  Vladimir  BourtsefTs 
Open  Letter  to  Herman  Bernstein  (Published  In  the 
Denver  Post,  July  8,  1918,),  viz.:  "You  in  America  have 
your  own  Prussians — your  own  Bolsheviki.  Unmask 
them!  Make  them  harmless!  Here  in  Europe  we  all 
have  the  same  fundamental  task.  It  is  also  your  task 
in  America.  In  this  struggle  we  must  work  together." 

May  not  the  above  sentiment  be  fittingly  represented 
in  America  by  two  words,  viz..  Cla^s  and  Privilegef  Is 
it  not  the  plain  duty  and  the  highest  inalienable  right 
for  all  true  patriots,  scientists  or  searchers  for  real  truth 
to  calmly  unmaslv,  fuUy  and  freely  expose  both  Class  cmd 
Privilege  -wherever  found,  to  the  bright  ll^t  of  the 
noonday  sun?  Is  it  not  perfectly  apparent,  throu^iout 
the  world  and  especially  to  both  Class  ond  PHoilege 
themselves,  that  both  must  be  absolutely  abolished  be- 
fore we  can  have  an  enduring  (or  worth-while)  peace? 
iTMn  shall  be  my  chief  life  work,  as  it  has  been  for 
many  years  in  the  past),  viz.,  (Tn  season  and  out  of 
season)*  Insisting  upon  Relative  Value,  federally  stand- 
ardised, or  the  equal  distribution  of  the  tax  burden.  Is 
it  not  equally  plain  to  all  fair-minded  people  that  the 
solution  of  tliis  problem  is  not  in  flippant  theory,  but  in 
serious  real  fact,  now  being  fought  out  on  the  European 
battlefield?  Was  not  the  indictment  found  by  the  Qrand 
Jury  of  the  World?  And  is  not  the  hearing  being  had 
now  by  Public  Opinion,  the  real  worth-while  Petit  Jury, 
composed  of  practically  all  nations  on  earth?  That  its 
verdict  and  decision  will  he  not  for  one  nation  but  for 
all  nations.  When  the  blood  and  carnage  are  swept 
away  who  can  say  that  the  greatest  struggle  in  all 
history  was  In  vain,  if  the  Brotherhood  of  Blankind  be 
universally  adopted? 

May  it  not  he  likened,  with  due  modesty  and  propri- 
ety, to  the  14th  of  JTnly,  1789,  when  the  people  of  Paris, 
remembering  the  wrongs  of  generations,  utterly  de* 
stroyed  the  age^Id  symbol  of  tyranny,  the  French  Bas- 
tile— the  heginnhi^  of  the  end  of  despotism  and  tyrants 
— and  raised  the  column  of  Victory  on  the  Place  Bastile, 
celebrated  by  French  people  throughout  the  world  as 
a  national  holiday.  Moral:  Justice,  sooner  or  later,  is 
bound  to  prevail.  Unprejudiced  history  will  give  Rela- 
tlce  Value  or  the  equal  distribution  of  the  tax  burden 
a  verdict  more  generoofl  tiiaa  that  of  eontempo- 
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The  following  letters,  papers,  criticism,  etc^  are  pub- 
lished as  Side  Lights  to  show  the  Variegaied  OoloHng  of 
Class,  Privilege,  Political,  Special,  Influencef  etc.  The 
first,  or  Prof.  Haig-Seligman's  paper,  was  accepted  for 
publication  by  the  Denver  Dally  Rocky  Mountain  News, 
and  conditionally  by  the  Denver  Daily  Post,  and  as  yet 
neither  have  had  the  something  (perhaps  sufilcient  so-  . 
cial  and  moral  courage)  to  pubUtih  the  paper.  One  of 
these  papers  may  "halloo  stop  ERROR"  at  the  other, 
the  Post  at  Mr.  Shaffer  for  being  unfair  to  Society, 
inordinate  greed  and  selflshuess;  and  The  News  at 
Meesrs.  Tanimen  and  Bonfils  for  the  identical  same 
charge  perhaps  as  per  the  relative  true  anuuul  balance 
sheet  of  their  Ideal  Building  (comer  Champa  and  Sev- 
enteenth streets,  Denver),  and  other  corner  or  other  site 
value  influence.  Is  it  not  a  plain  case  of  rank  camouflage 
or  hypocrisy  on  both  ?ides  for  failure  and  refusing  to 
make  these  really  great  moral,  social,  and  finflpclal 
truths  known  to  the  world? 

N.  B.  Notice  carefully  how  some  of  the  papers,  let- 
ters, etc..  are  sidestepped,  sidetracked,  pigeonholed,  etc, 
to  be  withheld  from  the  moral,  social,  economic  and 
financial  interest  of  the  public  and  humanity,  why?  We 
mean  to  speak  ill  of  no  one;  it  is  only  their  error  and 
erroneous  tea€3iing8,  in  the  interest  of  eelaiee  we  Had 
It  imperative  to  protect. 

These  various  Side  Ughts  and  Fireflies  may  add  some 
illnmlnation  to  these  great  fundamental  provmi  trutha 

The  number  of  Side  Lights  germane  to  the  subject 
may  he  enlarged  to  one,  two  or  more  chapters,  in  cor- 
roboration if  not  conclusive  proof  of  all  our  argument 
and  conclusions  from  perhaps  some  of  the  leading  col- 
lege and  university  professors,  officials  of  high  and  low 
degree  throughout  the  country.  Our  opponents  liold  to 
a  policy  which  means  the  destruction  of  the  liberties 
and  the  denial  of  the  rights  of  millions  and  millions  of 
human  beings  whose  rights  and  whose  existence  inter- 
fere with  profit  of  the  Interests  of  ''Glass  and  Privi- 
lege." 

"Why  deny  or  attempt  to  deny  by  silence,  sidestepping 
or  otheorwise  the  fuU  right  and  credit  for  my  absolutely 
original  research  Vork  and  writing  in  clearty  analysing 
and  publicly  exposing  l)y  (killing)  or  putting  out  of 
oommisslon  or  use  the  so-called  Somers  or  Unit  System 
of  Taxation  in  America?  fs  not  this  accompllshm«it 
alone  worth  in  real  saving  of  physical  value  annually  to 
the  human  family,  one  or  more  lifetimes  of  ceaseless 
work?  We  feel  serenely  happy  that  aortety  collectively 
is  now  and  has  been  for  some  few  years  past  enjoying 
the  blessings  and  fruits  of  this  really  great  accomplish- 
ment. Notwithstanding  the  apparent  slight  and  per- 
haps wicked  or  wilful  attempt  to  give  and  bestow  this 
credit  to  tbe  memory  and  work  to  some  of  their  own 
clannish  caste,  click  or  soncalled  ethical  creed. 

However,  this  wrong  and  error  cannot  Injure  me  or 
my  work;  It  may  delay  my — ^no,  Ood's  message — ^but  it 
Is  sure  to  act  as  a  boomerang  on  their  own  character, 
heads  and  conduct.  To  be  perfectly  frank  in  this  expose, 
see  the  conduct  of  Profs.  T.  8.  Adams,  Trvtug  Fisher, 
Edwin  R.  A.  Seligman.  Carl  Plehn.  Davis  R.  Dewey,  Law- 
son  Purdy,  Fred  R.  Fairchild,  C.  J.  Bullock,  etc.,  etc 
We  might  feel  dlflerait  about  titts  matter  or  wfaolljr 
ip:nore  it  if  it  were  not  for  the  indisputable  fact  that 
we  have  been  since  1911  dil  igently  supplying  Tale, 
Columbia,  Harvard,  University  of  California,  tlie  leading 
scientific  schools,  colleges  and  universities,  etc.,  with 
practically  all  of  our  writing  on  taxation,  economics, 
government,  socioIog>%  etc.  It  Is  perhaps  safe  to  say 
If  our  Taxation  No.  1,  1911,  had  not  been  copyrighted 
we  would  by  this  time  not  have  enough  left  in  our  own 
nune  to  either  identify  the  original  Idea  or  Ideal. 

Why  should  Mr.  Irving  Fisher  bodily  engraft  my  Idea 
and  ideal  in  ofiicially  standardizing  the  value  of  the 
gold  dollar  in  the  Bureau  of  Standards.  WaBhtngton, 
D.  C,  without  at  least  giving  some  credit  to  the  original 
author?  Does  not  this  conduct  and  failure  clearly  prove 
him  to  be  a  clever  "second-hand  man"?  However,  we 
do  not  find  fault  with  his  work;  it  is  perhaps  more  in 
detail,  clearer  and  more  clever  than  we  could  do.  Soci- 
ety and  the  whole  world  needs  all  the  real  constructive 
work  we  all  may  be  able  to  produce  under  any  circum- 
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BtAnces.  We  aak  that  It  be  embodied,  aa  It  Is  a  real  w 
f^JS^veT ^  «t  the  results,  to  be  given  to  the  world 
"TThe^le^solution  of  the  problem  of  ReUtlve  Vahie. 
M^y  tUnss  long  since,  in  our  writing  we  have  M9P«t. 
^  mis  a  fiSf  for  stkndardlzatlon  of  all  values  on  t^ 
M  of  its  use;  this  clearly  means  aU  commoditlM. 
Including  the  gold  dollar  or  any  medium  of  exchange, 
wW^  aid  definitely  fixes  the  real  value  or  pur- 

Sartng^er  of  the  commodity,  the  thing  or  unit  we 

•^SowXt^  Mr.  Fisher  has  smt*A  that  this  stabll- 
tetaK  thedollar  be  regulated  and  perpetually  controlled 
S^ugh  confess  cW^  by  "Index  N"mbew/'  seems 
toanpeal  to  reason  and  common  sense,  if  we  cannot  find 
a  tetter  or  simpler  method,  in  God  s  name  let  us  on^ly 
Idopt  It  and  Improve  ft  from  time  to  ttaw  as  hwrnm 

experience  may  Justify.  _., 
My  bUl.  House  Concurrent  Resolution  27,  by  Mr.  Mi- 
llard, has  been  pending  in  Congress  tor  nearly  a  >-e^r, 
viz   December  3rd,  1917.  and  the  same  bUl  Senate  Con- 
current Resolution  16,  by  Mr.  Sbafroth.  JaanafT 
1918.  meindee,  embraces  and  embodies  all  which  Mr. 
Fisher  is  now  claiming  and  contending  for  by  stabil- 
izing the  purchasing  power  of  one  single  MmmodlW.  tne 
dollar,  perhaps  not  altogether  unlike  the  Single 
Tax  Idea,"  wMle  our  said  bill  includes  this  same  trea^ 
ment  and  results  of  all  things,  mediums  of  ex<aMage 
or  commodities  as  per  our  clearly  defined  and  crys  al- 
lized  definition  of  the  purchasing  power  of  all  yal"e,  viz  . 
S»e  pages  33,  34  and  S6  and  43  of  our  Taxation  No.  2. 
published  m  1916.    Also  Taxation  No.  1  by  Napoleon 
Wagner,  published  and  distributed  to  all  countries  at 
my^x^fse  since  1911.   See  copy  of  letter  from  Yale 
Snlversity  March  25th.  1912,  University  of  California, 
February  1st,  1912.  and  hundreds  of  o^^^ra.^.  ^ 
None  of  ns  are  too  ignorant  to  acc^  anfl  rigidly  wort 
and  conform  to  a  policy  of  fair  play. 

1  am  pleased  to  avail  myself  of  this  opportunltyof 
tbaakHv  Mr.  MBlier  fw  eolleoting  w  many  nice  testl. 


monials  to  my-no.  our  work.  But  I  hardly  think  Itta 
nroW^or  DoSte  to  allow  the  tail  to  dominate  and  «m- 
?rol  the  eStlrTbody  of  (this  sturdy  old  mastiff),  the 
SSnle's  watchdog.  (See  Sidelights,  Chapter  2.  Also 
IS?  579  The  American  Economic  Bulletin  for  Sep- 

^^Tt'ts  said  ■  Mr.  Fisher  has  of  late  Pr«»««^ 
himself"  by  advocating  endless  confusion  of  the  ol 

'"itt^allo" -dd  to  be  erratlcable.  unthinkable  and  uj. 
tenable  to  frequenUy  change  the  quanmy  ofg^d^the 
standard  gold  dollar  and  to  do  ao  wooW  «ii«y  mm  w 
ett^Ueu  eonforion. 

EXHIBIT  as  Above  Referred  To 

Yale  Umv.r.ity.  ^^^^^ 

Dr.  Napoleon  Wagner, 

1X01  Emerson  St^  Denver,  Colo. 

^L^P^^sJdent  Hadley'.  absence  I.bet,to jM;knowle(Ue  ^ 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  Mardi  20tli,  inoloafni  ti»  pe^tn 
of  Tovr  AM»4»  to  papers  previously  seat. 

Smeerely  yours, 

A.  S.  HOTCHKISS, 

PrewdMif  •  Seerattfy. 


University  of  California, 
Berfceley,  Fob.  lat,  1912. 

Dr.  Napoleon  Wagner, 

1101  Emerson  St.,  Denver.  Colo. 
Dear  Sir* 

Your  letter  of  January  27th,  with  enclosure,  a^c^aedto 
President  Wheeler,  is  referred  to  Dr.  Qirl  C.  FIrtn,  rro- 
feiaor  of  Finanee  and  secretary  of  the  State  Tax  Commis- 
^«eu  H*  b  «a  wtbority  of  the  highest  standin|(  on  taxation. 
Very  sincerely  yours, 

Fahnaham  T.  Grifhths. 
Seeratary  to  the  President. 


Chapter  10 
Analysis  by  Request 


SIDELIGHT  NO.  lA 

Denver,  Colo.,  Nov.  17,  1916. 
To  the  Rod^y  Mountain  Notts, 
Denver,  Gvlmdo. 

ra^se  to  rwioests  from  Messrs.  Ferris  and  Conaway, 
John  C.  Gallup  et  al,  a  few  days  ag^        meto  read, 

analyze  and  criticise  a  report  P^^^^^^,^  ™ r^J^Jl 
fl^ttee  of  State  Affairs  or  the  State  of  Colorado,  by  Robert 
Murray  Haig,  Ph.D.  Assistant  Profeswr  of  E^^^ 
Columbia  University,  Sometime  ExpertJ«r  the  Committer 
on  Taxation  of  the  City  of  New  ^o^mA  l^^tter  of  Com- 
ment bv  Edwin  R.  A.  SeUgman,  PhD,  LLJ). 
Professor  of  Political  Economy,  Columbia  Umverwty,  ex- 
president,  National  Tax  Association.  {The  Letter  of  Trans- 
mission, dated  Sept.  20.  1916,  consists  of  54  pages  of  prmted 

""as*  Ais  report  is  not  yet  completed,  only  that  part  bear- 
ing upon  Colorado  Sute  Tax  Commission,  is  before  me. 
NSt  having  the  field  data  present,  but  from  my  knowledge 
of  the  same,  and  a  personal  «quamtance  with  each  of  the 
pmcnt  members  of  the  Colorado  State  Tax  Commission, 
imd  from  a  cursory  examinatipn,  submit  the  foUowmg: 

We  fully  realize  at  this  time  to  make  any  adverse  criticism 
WMa  the  survey  and  report  of  these  scholarly  gentlemen, 
wiA  A«r  Ugh  prestige  of  title,  eoUege  mflaence,  geo- 

£iphical  location,  etc.,  will  be  very  unwdcome,  and,  per- 
pt  extremely  unpopular;  no  matter  how  sincere  and 
truthful  it  may  be,  perhaps,  not  unlike  my  protests  and 
work  in  1911.  when  I  first  analyzed  and  exposed  the  homers 
or  Unit  System  of  Taxation;  then  I  stood  practically  alone, 
took  an  insipid  fibea  and  sneers,  now  practically  tlie  whoto 
world  is  with  me,  and  approves  of  my  original  research 
work,  not  only  against  the  Somers  System,  but  against  mere 
opii^on,  as  a  bans  lor  aaeettmM  «»  aaaessmeot 
and  mmioo. 


To  my  mind  the  Colorado  Stato  Comfflissum  is  a  clearw 

mi  much  more  flagrant  case  of  unwarranted  damage  and 
hilnry  to  the  public  rights  of  Colorado  than  the  Somers 
S^ttm.  Of  course,  tfie  former  is  local,  the  latter  is  general, 
both  have  been  and  apparently  can  only  be,  bad,  at  best. 
However,  justice  demands  that  we  be  not  overawed  or  our 
judgment  swayed  by  honeyed  words  and  high-soundini 
phrases  or  unwarranted  whitewashed  conclusions.  An.  «E- 
pert  report  is  expert  only  in  so  far  as  it  guides  na  imdU. 
We  must  learn  to  read  between  An  linM,  analyno  lha  ex- 
pert's report. 

Ist— We  think  it  authoritatively  acknowledged  that  it  is 
not  good  for  any  class  of  oftcials  to  have  unlimited  control 
or  power,  such  as  our  State  Tax  Commission  J^ve  been 
exercising,  and,  apparently,  woefully  abusmg.    We  rtionid 
have  loeal  or  tfstrict  mmpaid  Commissioners,  composed  of 
gentlemen,  drawn  from  the  best  possible  class,  men  ol  in- 
tegrity and  independence,  successful  business  men,  to  super- 
vise and  direct  the  policy  and  conduct  of  the  central  powers, 
dm  State  Tax  Commission,  and  also  to  act  as  ot 
appeal  to  secure  to  the  public  every  privilege  which  the 
Bpirit  or  letter  of  the  law  provides.    They  have  no  other 
object  than  to  administer  the  acts  fairly  as  between  the 
State  and  the  Public.    Certam  charactenstics  of  this  re- 
markable Colorado  State  Tax  Commission,  charactenstics 
clearly  revealed  by  its  official  course,  have  led  it  into  action 
that  appears  to  us  to  be  subversive  of  popular  government. 
Therefore,  we  sincerely  believe  that  the  best  interests  of 
the  public  require  the  retirement  of  this  entire  board.  Are 
they  not  each  misfits?  As  seems  to  be  clearly  demonstrated 
and  proved  by  their  own  words,  acts  and  conduct. 

2nd— If  the  original  assessment  is  proper,  equalization  is 
imneeessary.  H  the  original  assessment  is  wrong,  equahaa- 
tion  by  counties  will  not  correct  it.  How  can  we  have 
proper  original  assessments,  by  using  any  uncertam  or  vacil- 
lating base?   Such  as  arbitrary  mediod^  a  gnesa,  or  nn- 


Mhool,  dty,  tov™,  county,  state  and  federal 
t^t  oni^g  to  each  iu  proper  per  ^\}^"tj^^^^ 
•hereby  saving  the  preaent  warte,  dnphcrte  fl^"^"^ 
This  is  the  modern  style  of  economiea,  a 

plS  rtatutory  di.«tion  for  -"^'^iji  •^SST'^ 
uMca  ol  fi«nre«  and  niiw,  ^Aieh  wiU  IvacaiitM  mnmu 

''"SH-Why  did  the  pre.«.t  Tax  Commi.sion  no.  tdltfc. 

•^SUte  irth^-TtLe  four  y^  »  oH^J^ 
adopdni  some  ayatem,  plan  or  dependable  ndw  »  Me«ta» 

''l[r?ffi°:LrtheTid  s  method  of  arbitrary  ^ 

S:nor™rfr?ends,"'aS.i.»on.  oferror,  etc,  apparent 
error  conviction  out  of  their  own  aontlnr 
"■SL!wta?  drfantly   and   brazenly   continue   the  same 
medJ^Texto**.  by  robbint  the  people,  a««n  «.d  agam. 

TA^Why  dVd^they  not  inform  Hjeir  employers  the  peo- 
pll^  this  deplorable  .tat.  oi^r.,  before  they  were 
^  ed  to  account,  by  a  petWon  for 

8lb-Wo»Id  ordinary  prudence  or  common  •""«J»»"^S 
-SStement  of  any  corporation  tolerate  such  condnctP 
nuMKemeni  m.  m-j  *_  j  lilmiiWi  and  errors  with 
Would  they  condone  the  w*wi|*_  "i;"   .  new 

Tnew  term  in  office,  with  an  increase  of 

tuto^obUeP  Or  ^'^iJ^JtJ^JSJ:JJ^^SSA 
on  their  bond,  to  onke  good  dilMi  ml  duMi.  dM,«nMa 

*'9tn&h7permit  or  accept  confession  of  the  commiadon 
and  then  only  when  bran^  t.  bay? 

lOth-Do  we  need  or  require  any  outaidwi 
fromwront  or  to  whitewash  Satan  to  make  torn 
JSmtelVto  make  bdiw.  M«*  i«  white,  and  white  is  blackP 
U  52rd.rproper  way  to  expose  error,  «rt  at  the  truV^ 
let^aeh  tub  stand  on  its  own  bottomP  Or  i.  rt  to  reverae 
the  Mder  of  ril  tttd  and  moral  precedent,  by  clearly  con- 

*"llA-I.  it  a  paftiealar  credit  to  any  administration  or 

l^'ntV  h^  a  balanee  in  it.  try°ry, 
discriminatory  and  autocratic  type  of  aMhorrtT  at  tte  HMa 

•"l^h^l^frfoiTuTori^t  excusj.  of  these  admitted 
«,Slin«  b  under.,  .1  wro-g*.rf«i  «d  t-"-f 

l3n«<  we  hold  men  to  a  strict  account  of  integrity, 

aymfAy  and  weak  atndH^  of  "o  itwdwta.  1**  M"" 

^'iSTl.'t  nXdmitted  in  dl  H—  i«or  years  they  have 
.doptoTno  settled  policy,  but  have jeveral  absolutebr  con- 
twdictory  polieie.,  or  method,  of  .MserUimnt  _on«iMl 
«lue?  Who  know.         Atir  ataA  ptOtey  will  be? 

Mth-The  sooner  we  squeeze  politics  out,       sooner  mfl^ 
,  ^«  get  down  to  bMineM,  command  and  demand  the  adoptoOB 
ol'  I  plan,  system  and  fidM  which  will  give  all  «nte'^ 
^d^Sch  individual  taxpayer  *  i^JT'^lt^^ 
original  valuation  of  each  piece  rf  property  m  <>>o~do. 

iSth-Any  foolirii  State  Tax  Commission  or  Asse;«>' 
make  a  haphazard,  heedless  levy,  '^VS! 
with  little  thought  to  the  proper  need  for  die  fmida,  or  tM 
Stoid^  of  ffSwe.  «d  expenditures.  Modern,  economic 
We^s  demand  proper  bookkeeping  of  both  income  and 
^.^S^TjJoSU  budget,  which  will  .dmh  of  the  lowest 
^rible  iWy  on  a  full  valuation,  wh.ch  is  fair  and  consis- 
w' Hi  public  needs.  A  careful,  effic^nt  budget- 
^r  is  almost  beyond  price  ifJ^  ^ 

atw^desuly  be  proven  by  the  ineatimdtl.  mtml  ynttm  ot 
CaMnl  or  congressional  pork. 

^^ask  our  readers  to  not.  the  fact,  ete,  since  it  is  of 
«eord  admitted,  the  Colorado  State  Tax  Commission's  de- 

:^ds  anrmtThods  were  P^e'vj'bjf^'y: .  ^n^^^eJlJS 
thini  in  the  nature  of  4e  case,  whii*  eonid  hvre  prevented 
the"r  dem^ding  a  raise  of  $400,000  or  more  for  state  t«. 
ir taaie  Wioiint,  ioitoid  xif  one  of  wme  other  amount?  The 


as 


iLir  It  is  not^easant  to  criticise.    This  is  not  meant 
rf;ndVdrb"^a«.m  bi^^^^^ 

?^,o'rl"hre'cent  T J^Z^J^ 

lication  until  after  Ae  elcetieii,  eo  wt.  (wmtc  tUfMnmt 

of  any  personal  or  political  motive.   

iSh-One  thing  I  cannot  understand,  ■f*'. 
«.J,r».and  is  why  do  *e  AmerioMi  people  aeek  out  inex- 
«ri«ce  faiTur'es  to  administer  the  re.pon.ible  ^govern- 
mliroffice.?  Would  a  corporation  or  a  prudent  hM»M 
m»  exe^ise  .od>  meager  judgment  in  4. 
Mnnlnvees'  When  we  make  it  a  condition  precedent,  ina« 
rtTwiil  be  eligible  to  fill  »V  ,"^"^3^  2d 

can  clearly  diow  proper  fitnew,  '^y'J'l  • 
honorable  success  in  some  P"^a«  bMinewr  . 
Then,  the  public  will  have  a  better  and  •  bUfer  «Ma  « 
flfj^^nd  fitness  to  do  its  work,  and  through  the  pub  ic 
We^edX  benefit  to  the  individual.  Now,  gentle, 
men  while  we  are  at  it,  that  is,  altering,  chmigmg  «  «■•«*; 
Sf'oUR  REVENUE  SYSTEM    let  ..s  com.^  -»d 
build  from  the  bottom  up.  that  i.,  have  a  proper  toondjtto. 
to  itart  with,  and  not  to  build  from  the  top  down,  as  in  A. 
■  SLJSta^no  iu*  or  proper  basis  to  start  w.th.   If  1  can 
hlltM^  .wwce,  command  me,  but  not  for  any  office. 

Sincerely  yoars. 
IWl  Bmetm  St.        (Signed)     NtfOUON  Wtam. 


A  NEW  SYSTEM  OF  ASSESSMENT 

'^%s:tbi2re'*rS^^  ^iT'f  's^XL'ZT, 

mtat  for  taxation?  Is  k  not  qnite  Uke  dividing  loot  among 

^Wm\t  not  be  like  traveling  in  a  circle,  ^Inj 

emr  into  aoodier,  permitting  special  privilege  to  rewam  m 

"^y^^mLpt  the  impossible,  or  »aking  a  right  out  of  two 
or  nsore  errors  or  wrongs?  _    _  ,     ,  ^  i%— U- 

Is  not  due  ettcdy  what  the  Colorado  State  Tax 
sion  is  trymg  to  do  by  the  so-called  far^ol  eqyaUa«g  tax- 
ation nt  the  State  Capitol  the  past  few  days? 
^Snw^UTnce  aome  svstem  or  phm  used  to  ascertain  all 
whidT^  adarit  oi  fmr  eompariso.  or  real  reUuve 

"^TK^pfOtwrf  to  aay  that  no  such  plan  or  system  is  known 
i.^:Sr  WhTnot  use  «ro»  ~mnj^  a  b«i^ 
MCTny«S«g  value  for  assessment  and  tmcatiea  ot  au  b« 

-^LiuiMi'iu  whioh  is  subject  to  taxation? 

^l^raer^ons"      ' ^^^J^^l^ 

The  above  was  published  In  the  Donw  Boc*y  Mxm- 
Mn  Xpws  Oct  14.  1916 — on  jiaRG  C. 
**Pm  the  kbove  principleB  in  use  on  the  h«dB«<  aprop^ 
graduated  Income.  Inheritaiiee  and  lAomy  Ttt  and  yo« 
cannot  go  tar  utobs* 


SIDEUGHT  NO.  2A 

Denver,  Colo.,  Jaly  M.  1W7. 

Mr.  Davis  R.  Dewey, 

Managing  Editor  A.  E.  R., 

^C&rles  Riw  Road,  Gambridfa,  Alass. 

^iSi'of  May  19th  received.  After  due  d*"*^";"'^^" 
sultaHon  with,  we  befieve.  abundantly  able,  unbiased,  wdl- 
informTd  counsel,  say:  We  deem  it  the  h.ghejt«al^«We 
right,  the  wisest  American  privilege,  when  we  know  ttet  we 
arc  in  the  ri#it  to  maintain  It  as  against  all  error  For  rne 
Tabandon  Ihe  promulgation  of  the  f^^^^^^ 
great  economic  world  war  problem  of  ^™ 
permit  any  power  or  influence  to  pigeonhole  '^'"f^^ 
orTven  temporarily  check  this  great  truth  would  be  cow- 
ardlv  if  not  criminal  on  my  part.  ,        .*  „j 

About  forty  years  ago,  when  in  the  ff"f'^l  P^"^Vi  n.I 
lawiTpiqua.  Ohio,  I  was  commonly  called  "die  Bull  Dog 
Lawver"  never  known  to  surrender  or  abandon  either  a 
diSrSr  1^  when  in  the  right.  This  perhaps  chief  trai 
ef  character  has  dominated  my  enUre  '^^'^^^^^^ 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century.  Now  J 
to  not  mafca  k  too  hard  for  me  to  mtia^^  m»  psMMMt, 
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because  1  have  no  other  choice,  motive  or  object  in  life  than 
to  permanently  establish  the  law,  principle  and  laet  of  Rel- 
ative value.  You  see,  or  at  least  I  hope  you  do,  it  is  my 
chief  life  work;  1  appeal  to  your  patriotism,  your  Ameri- 
canism, your  hi^est,  your  best,  yoor  holiest,  most  pure 
and  lovable  nature  to  simply  print  Relative  Value  in  its 
original,  pure  and  true  form,  in  our  mutual  journal^the 
American  Economic  Review,  for  the  direct  and  indaMt 
benefit  of  mry  one  oi  €otf  e  cUMmh  vpos  Ae  fm  of  the 
eartii* 

This  will  prevent  any  discriminatory  action,  re-aetion, 
hurt,  boomcranjf.  or  hard  feelings  to  all  the  people  of  the 
world,  because  each  individual  is  an  interested  party,  having 
■  vetted  interest  in  Retative  Valve.  All  duly  qnalified 
minds  freely  admit,  the  whole  subject  of  political  economy, 
economics  and  taxation  is  controversial  to  a  greater  or  less 
de^ee* 

Rala^  Vnlne  k  iud  to  be  a  Btrvoi  plea  for  nntfatfion 


and  Federal  standardization  of  all  value.  It  perhaps  gives 
moeh  added  emphasis  of  valae,  both  to  the  Utility  Syatem  of 
Taxation  and  the  Utility  System  vs.  The  Somers  System  Of 
mere  opinion  as  a  basis  for  ascertaining  value  for  any  par- 
pose*  Is  not  Relative  Value  of  equal  or  greater  importance 
than  many  controversial  or  other  papers  recently  printed  in 
the  A.  E.  some  long  and  wordy,  apparently  as  fillers,  from 
Smith,  Jones  or  Brown,  simply  because  they  are  connected 
with  this  or  that  college,  etc.)?  It  is  said  not  to  print  this 
paper  in  the  A.  E.  R.  will  be  serious  error  if  not  parties 
crinittia  in  aiding  and  abetting  error,  the  Somers  System  wbA 
mere  opioton  aa  m  proper  basia  for  asoertaining  value* 

So,  il  you  please,  be  fair  enon^  to  let  my  paper  be  printed 
with  the  rest,  then  your  duty  is  6nished.    Let  the  world 
and  posterity  judge  i^  eaeh  from  his  or  her  necessarily  lim- 
ited point  of  view.  God  has  decreed  Relative  Value  to  live* 
With  kindest  regards,  I  am.  Yours  truly, 

1101  Bmoraoo  St«        {Si^ntd)      Napoleon  Wagner. 


Chapter  11 
Utility  l6  Logical,  Right  and  Fair 


Sn^BUGHT  NO.  28 

San  Praaeiaeo,  CA,  Aug.  H  IMS. 
Dear  Mr.  Allan  R.  Foote, 

National  Tax  Association, 
San  Praoeisco,  Cat 

CAUGHT  WITH  THE  GOODS  ON  THEM: 

When  I  asked  Dr.  Adams,  secretary  o£  the  National  Tax 
Association,  for  permission  to  get  my  paper  before  the 
Conference,  he,  having  a  copy  Since  immediately  upon  his 
arrival,  said  to  me:  "1  don't  want  you  to  say  anything  agamst 
the  Somers  System  of  taxation."  Now,  Mr.  Foote,  ^lat 
doee  this  mean?  Is  it  not  rather  significant,  taken  in  con- 
neetion  with  the  fact  that,  even  at  the  Round  Table,  this 
year,  diese  snbjects  or  program  for'  discussioa  wore  so 
ri^dly  fixed  and  outlined  that  I  had  no  chance  or  perrtiis- 
aioa  even  to  say  one  word  in  favor  of  my  paper,  yet  many 
were  familiar  wiA  Ht  purport,  osoept  finally  leave  to  print 
was  granted  by  vote  of  the  conference. 

Now,  since  I  reflect  on  this  matter,  taken  in  connection 
wiA  what  Mr.  Howard  of  Oklahoma  said  about  Paternal- 
ism, and  the  Closed  Door  methods,  etc.,  by  smothering  and 
killing  in  committee  a  Constitutiona]  Resolution  offered  by 
him,  one  of  Ae  members  of  the  eommittee  said  the  Howard 
resolution  was  acted  upon.  This  Mr.  Howard  denied  by 
saying  that  the  cliairnian  of  the  committee,  Mr.  Andrews, 
admitted  to  him  it  was  forgotten. 

Dear  Mr.  Foote,  it  pains  me  deeply  to  refer  to  the  above 
facts  and  methods,  but  errors  cannot  bo  eorrected  miloss 
Aey  are  pdinted  out  and  exposed. 

Sincerely  yours, 
(Signed)        Napoleon  Wagnbk. 

P.  S.— I  apologina  for  the  hurried  pencil  copy  of  above 
which  T  handed  to  you  yesterday.  Since  it  is  typed,  we  send 
you  and  Mr.  Howe  a  better  copy.  We  also  include  preface, 
ler  yovr  eomrcnieBoe^  to  oar  San  FnactMo  paper. 


SIDELIGHT  NO.  29  P.  S. 
CAMOUFLAGED 

let— In  corroboration  of  above  see  The  Bulletin  of  the 
National  Tax  Association.  March,  1916,  pages  54-56» 
"Short  Talks  to  Assessors,"  by  T.  S.  Adams. 

2nd~See  the  May,  1916,  N.  T.  A.  Bulletin,  pages  97-99. 
my  reply  to  the  above  paper  (part  of  which  was  reiuaed 
pubUcation  by  T.  S.  Adams,  Sec'y  N.  T.  A.)-  Also  see 
his  caustic  comment  (on  tbe  outside  cover  page)  on  my 
partiaUy  paWslied  paper  In  the  same  number.  May, 

3rd— See  my  reply,  only  to  the  above  "caustic  com- 
ment" in  the  N.  T.  A.  Bulletin.  June,  1916,  pages  139- 
141,  Part  Two  of  my  paper,  "Shall  the  Blind  Lead  the 
mipdr*  -was  also  refused  publication  by  T.  S.  Adams, 
Boeeessor  as  secretary  of  the  N.  T.  A.,  Mr.  Fred  Fair- 
chfld.  It  is  now  published  for  the  first  time— see  Chap- 
ter 16  of  this  treatise.  All  the  above  may  readily  he 
fonncU  porhaps.  in  most  of  our  Public  Libraries. 


SIDfiUGHT  NO.  30 

Bmvm,  Golo«  Get.  1%  1916. 

Dr.  Thomas  S.  Adams, 

Professor  of  Beooomics,  Yds  Univerrity, 
Now  HafOBif  GoBn* 

Dear  Mr.  Adams: 

I  have  solved  the  problem  oi  RELATIVE  VALUED 
Will  you  join  me  In  a  brief  memorial  or  simple  request  of 
your  own  wording  to  the  United  States  Congress,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  for  speedy  aetion  and  adoption  of  the  prin- 
ciple and  the  scientific  solution  of  tbe  problem  of  RehHve 
Value,  as  clearly  set  forth  in  our  "Revised  Taxation,"  1911, 
and  our  recent  paper,  "Taxation  No.  2,"  by  very  conclusive 
crystallization,  demonstration  and  tabnlation? 

By  so  doing  you  will  not  be  especially  aiding  me.  You 
will  only  be  doinft  mo  and  my  work  delayed  justice,  yourself 
prood  and  boA  ol  ns  a  dtstinet,  ▼alnable  addition  to  sct- 
enoe;  in  the  higher  economic  and  scientific  world  there  is 
room  for  both  of  us,  and  all  we  can  produce  of  real  value. 

Bosidca  oar  mntnal  action  in  the  solution  and  making 
Weful  this  scientific  principle  and  fact,  it  may  set  at  rest 
•erne  inquisitive  minds,  as  to  whether  we  are  bitter  ene- 
miee  or  at  sword's  points;  there  is  plenty  of  room  for  fair 
treatment  and  real  constructive  reform  for  each  of  ns  in 
both  taxation  and  economics.  Yours  sincerely, 

Napolbon  Wagnbb. 

p.  S^Will  you  kindly  mail  me  my  "Prefatory  Note,  4th 
Edition,"  etc.,  about  three  or  four  pages  of  typed  matter, 
sent  to  you  at  Ithaca,  New  York,  May  16,  1916,  and  greatly 
oblige, 

im  BmerMO  St.  N.  W. 

SIDELIGHT  NO.  31 
So.  Lmi^lMOn  9L,  Now  Haven,  Conn., 

Oet.  22,  1916. 

Dear  Mr.  Wagner: 
I  hope  yon  will  not  think  I  lunra  nogloeted  your  lottor 

of  Oct.  10,  1916.  ,  ^  ^ 

You  requested  your  Prefatory  Note,  etc.  This  I  left  at 
Ithaca  in  the  summer,  and  the  shipment  of  my  books  and 
files  from  Ithaca  has  gone  astray  on  the  railroad.  I  have 
been  expecting  every  day  for  a  month  tibat  Aey  would  b© 
found,  but  I  fear  now  that  they  are  permanently  lost.  If 
they  are  found,  I  will  send  you  the  Prefatory  Note  at  once. 

I  do  not  believe  that  reference  to  Congress,  with  its  many 
political  problems,  is  the  wisest  course  for  you  (but  if  you 
have  solved  the  problem  of  Relative  Value  I  will  do  every- 
thing I  can  to  propagate  your  solution  and  to  see  that  you 
get  proper  credit.) 

I  have  no  donbt  about  your  utter  sincerity.  But  let  us 
dismiss  persooolities.  It  is  oar  ignoraneo  that  hoMa  w 
had^  not  flulieioDa  designs  or  dismditablo  inotiiroa. 

Vary  trnly  yours, 

T.  S.  AOAMS. 


SIDBUGHTNO^^^^^^ 

Dr.  Napoleon  Wagner, 
1101  Bmeiaon  St.,  Danrer,  Colo. 

Dear  Mr.  Wagner: 

I  have  been  exceedingly  busy  the  last  Aree  or  four  montha 
imd  not  in  particularly  good  health.    I  have,  however,  gone 
iw  y^  pamphlet  on  "Taxation,  1911,"  as  «^«^*^'y 
dSSiTpermitted.    To  be  very  frank,  I  cannot  understtnd 
the  deuUs  of  your  system.  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  wrong 
but  1  simply  can't  be  sure  that  it  is  right.  ^ The  first  Boors 

of  bus  ^Ts  b^«^^  differ  with  '^P^ '^.k***;"^^^^^ 
Srtr  of  famidiinis,  etc.  and  etc.    Whether  these  differ- 
ZJr^oMpre^nt  use  of  renul  values  of  such  first  Bc^rs 
„  a  measure  of  comparative  site  valtie,  I 
Neither  do  I  know  in  what  proportion  of  cases  the  firrt  «md 
Tther  floors  are  separately  rented.  M^'*^^^'' J"^^^^ 
made  a  long  and  exhanstive  tnal— which  I  have  not  the 
SS^n' of^oing  now-I  do  not  know  whether  it  wouW 
be  any  easier  to  estimate  rentals  for  unimproved  or  undOf^ 
improved  property  th»i  it  would  be  to  estimate  the  irahia 
or  values  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  that  word.  ^^^^ 
I  cannot  therefore  conscientiously  make  any  statement 
abour^onr  ayrtwn.  I  deeply  regret  that  this  is  the  case 
«r Am*  youfaTlhe  opportunity  of  reading  your  pamphlets. 

Yours  very  truly, 


SiraUGHTNO.  33     _  ^ 

P«mr,  Cd^  Nov.  7,  1916. 

fni,  Thomas  S.  Adams, 
New  Haven,  Conn. 
Dear  Dr.  Adams: 

Yours  of  the  22nd  ult.  received.  I  was  very  sorry  to 
hear  that  you  met  with  sndi  an  unfortunate  and  Perhaps  to 
you  an  irreparable  loss  of  your  files,  papers,  books,  ^ 
Whether  you  have  insurance  or  not,  you  have  an  undoubted 
clear  ease  for  mdemnity  against  tbe  railway  epmpany.  The 
measure  of  damages  will  lie  for  temporary  weon^enco, 
as  weU  as  permanent  loss,  if  such  proves  to  be  the  ease. 
Jn  any  evenri  trust  that  yon  wiU  he  -^J,**-  -Jlf 
premises,  or  as  nearly  so  as  the  ease  will  adnut  ol.  My 
neper  is  of  no  monetary  value,  only  a  httlo  inoomnieiiee; 
SSk  I  ean  «id>staatially  (optodoeo  it;  pfoOM  #ra  it  no 

YiUlv  agree  with  you  that  application  to  Congress,  a  more 
or  less  political  body,  may  not  be  the  ^»^,«V<=°"«f' 
^eedy  official  recognition  and  adopUon  of  the  «>i^t^c 
solution  of  the  problem  of  relative  yahie.  Yet       «o  ta- 
formed  it  will  have  to  travel  over  this  road  sooner  or  later, 
\^:^  H^\nter  the  United  Sutes  Bureau  of  St^^^ 
for  authoritative,  official  standardizatiofu  Can 
plmnly  see  that  I  am  only  resorting  to  th.s  7^ 
were  unable  to  get  any  sort  of  a  hearing  *roni  the  N.  T.  A.? 
At  our  Indianapolis  eoofer«iec  August  1916.  I  was  early 
informed  by  President  Howe  that  "I  had  st.rred  up  Ae 
animals  in  the  executive  committee  as  never  before,  wd 
for  the  sake  of  peace  and  harmony,  to  plwisc  be  good.  Ihis 
added  to  byProfessor  Bullock,  officially  delegatedfor 
the  purpose  by  the  entire  executive  committ«,  viz.,  "tfcat 
anvthing  whidl  I  mi#it  have  to  say  in  behalf  of  my  con- 
Sn'^and  daims  bSfore  the  N.  T.  A.  would  be  declared 
out  of  order."  smothered,  killed  by  the  executive  committee, 
aa  Aey  supposed.    Thank  God  for  intuition,  a  "hunch  or 
•omething  which  enabled  me  to  <ntiotpote  this  «PPa[«t 
«Dap  judgment,  a  few  days  before  T  left  home.  JV** 
mvuA  to  have  the  paper  printed.  Taxation  No.  2,  chi^ 
for  the  executive  committee's  use  in  my  case,  but  they 
acted  without  it  and.  also,  wiAout  porauttttg  mo  to  be 
or  a^  one  won!  in  hcUf  of  my  piper  or  a  fair 

nIw,"  my  dear  doctor,  what  is  one  to  do,  in  the  face  of 

such  proceedings?    Register  a  protect  with  the  pr^ident 

which  I  did,  and  say  "Amen."  "L?L '^*"^o  * 
for  what  I  know  to  be  ri^t  for  all  hnm«ityy 

I  fully  agree  with  you  in  reference  to  ignorance,  possesseo 
hy  ns  all  to  a  greater  or  a  less  degree,  perhaps  chiefly  bo- 
BY  OURDAILY  ROUTINE  WORK,  not  tivmg 
sufficient  time  for  deep  and  contmued  concentration  of 
thought  for  reaearah  work  or  duly  analyzmg  our  ncighbor'a 
tcehnieal  probloma. 


RELATIVE  VALUE  may  be  cleariy  proved,  demon- 
strated and  tabulated  by  the  hiform^  u  '3i  ™ 
Taxation,  1911,  since  it  has  been  revised  and  the  headlines 
properly  broadened  to  fit  the  text.  Of  coi^se.  I»f «  l^o.^ 
10  11  17  and  20V4  materially  add  to  and  corroborate  the 
proof,  which  is  more  fully  crystallized  in  our  Taxation  No.  2, 
pages  4.  5,  12.  16.  17.  21-26.  30.  33-40.  Jwo  to  tour  hy>u« 
concent^tid  thought  of  undivided  attention  1  th.nk^  w.11  wm 
the  unqualified  approval  of  open  duly  qualified  minds. 

Enclosed  find  two  blocks,  illustrated,  any  monthly  valnea 
may  be  substituted;  heio  wo  nae  even  values,  simply  to 
avoid  decimals  or  fractions;  the  result  will  mvan^ly  be 
the  same,  viz^  absolutely  correct  comparative  or  MUA- 
TIVE  VALUE.  This  principle  may  wUh  oqaal  foeoo  ana 
propriety  be  applied  to  all  other  values.   i^^^^tt^ 

Had  we  made  this  illustration  and  detailed  expiamtion 
in  1911,  it  is  said  the  UtiUty  Plan  of  Ascertaining  Value 
would  Undoubtedly  have  been  in  tfenoral,  and  perhaps  uni- 
wsal.  use  today.  But  we  did  not  do  it.  I*         six  y^rs 
of  gray  matter  to  find  out  our  omisaion  ana  anppiy  «• 
Sineerely  youfOi 

USl  Emerson  St.         (Signe*      NwoiTOt  WACNBfc 


SilWJGHT  NO.  34 

Danvor,  Colo.,  Dec  8,  1916. 

Prof.  T.  S.  AdamSj 

New  Havett^  Coaa* 
Dear  Dr.  Adams:  ,       ,      ,       ^  , 

Please  do  not  think  that  I  am  impattent  »  not  heanng 
from  you,  in  answer  to  my  short  letters  to  you  of  Nov. 
7th  and  10th,  1916.  But  as  there  arc  so  many  State  Legis- 
latures about  to  convene,  I  naturally  would  lil»  to  ^my 
solution  of  the  problem  of  Relative  Value  properly  boforo 
them,  for  their  perfecUy  clear  understanding  and  use. 

So  that  is  the  reason  I  am  so  desirous  to  get  and  include 
your  eariy  approval,  couched  in  the  strongest  and  mort 
forceful  language  at  vour  command,  because  we  both  know 
ArsSjStSSd  solution  of  Relative  Value  can  hardly  be 
over-emphasized.  That  they  and  the  whole  world  may 
ttke  due  notice  and  act  intelligently  in  the  spe^^^V 
of  aets  and  statutes  for  Ae  great  inestimable  benefit  of 
iUry  one  of  God's  children  on  the  face  J*«  ^ 
^be  but  fulfilling  dear  Judge  Thqmaa  M-  Cookya^wgfa 
gave  mo  nnr  fnt  o«Md  legal  loa  ol  Mvonly^ve  M« 

^wle^<I»o  of  Government  Pinaneo  in  The  U-.  by 
Prof/Gari  C.  nd«,  1915,  contains  honorable  admission  and 
due  approval  of  my  solution  of  the  woHd  problem  of  Rela- 
tive Value,  notwithstanding  it  is  a  bit  veiM  and  asy  mm 

entirely  omitted.  r  i  i  t  « 

Will  you  kindly  return  my  office  copy  of  letter  to  U.  S. 
Senator  Shaf roth?  I  hope  your  lost  papers,  books,  etc., 
h^  b^  foiSd  and  restored  to  you.  We  mail  you  today 
rtx^Tcopy  of  our  Taxation,  1911  w  th  P'oper  headlme^ 
on  page  6,  ^  Alexander  H«n.W.v|^«  modified  to 
^te,  paia  »J45  also  one  copy  of  our  Taxation  Wo.  ^ 

Sincerely  yours, 

Napolbon  Wagner. 
P  S^WIII  you  pardon  me  for  submitting  a  few  lines  or 
brief  form  of  testimonial  for  your  signature  and  approval, 
not  for  me,  hut  hi  order  to  cause  less  informed  or  ^fv^-^}^ 
fied  minds  to  take  notice,  investigate  and  profit  by  my  rw^ 
research  work?   This  is  a  mere  tentative  suggestion,  simply 
to  eave  time  for  you;  it  may  not  be  suitable  or  meet  with 
vour  approval-if  so,  please  change  or  square  »tto  suit  the 
facts  at  your  very  earliest  convenience,  and  greatly  oblige 
Se  ilSe'^^ld,  including  your  humble  servant  Th.s^n^l 
Tt  hur^^ou.  but  it  will  make  y*"i^^t„^**":«,3" 
mending  position  and  inBuenee  hi  t^fi"""*  ".f,  P"™"/; 
gathig  Aese  great  economic  truths.    Besides  it  will  be  only 
doiHg  exactly  what  you  promi^  me,  m  your  letter.  Oct. 
22,  1916,  and  1  know  you  will  do  ft. 
mi  Bttonon  St. 


SID^GHT  NO.  35 

DiBVar,  X^olo^  Doe.  2S,  WW. 

Prof.  Thomas  S.  Adams, 
New  Haven,  Coim. 
Dear  Dr.  Adams:  ■        ,       i  .l* 

Y^mn  of  18tb  inat*  neeivod.    The  mam  value  of  the 


42 


station  ot  the  problem  of  RELATIVE  VALUE  »  M^evei 

and  kinds  of  property,  which  we  are  informed  .s  entirely 
"thin  the  scope  o{  the  Feder.1  Government  to  standardize. 

A^e  not  the  A««ic«  p«H>le  •■titW  to  the  mestimab  e 
b«rft  of  fedend  rtwdardizat.on  of  •g"»'^%P"°"P'' 
orlaw  of  aMrtaiaM  comparative  or  RELATIVE  value 

' Vurnry-T«rM"L  18.h,  I9I6,  -Jhe  ^r.  floor, 
of  buamcia  boildinis  differ  with  respect  to  heat,  light,  qual- 
iwTfarSttoit^  tie,  etc  WheAer  these  differences  would 
™nt  use  of  Tental  values  of  such  floor.  •  meuure  of 
Sompuative  ute  value,  1  do  not  know.  ftws^-u,' 
yn!y  -««!»  rt  •  #«rt  wd  swallow  a  "^"••'^O^SSSS 
this  rule  would  be  more  feasible, 

tbm  any  known  plan.  (Is  it  not  mAtltmbMf  ««W«>tJ) 
CN^to  we  two,  or  Aree  or  more  floors  of  buildings  m  tho 
comparison  of  like  or  similar  ^property,  by  making  doe 

Xwance,  if  necessary,         ''"^  2*  **f|°^.'Hlg 

*lw  construction  or  use  of  the  first  floor.  BUT,  Ah  1  HIS 
miLE  iT  ONLY  USED  TO  MEASURE  WITH  AND 
COMPARE  SITE  VALUE,  IT  MUST  BE  USED  IN 
miWECTION  WITH  JUDGE  COOLEY'S  RULE  NO.  3 
™?^1TS  PROBaSlE  UTIUTY  or  INTRINSIC 
VALUE,  which  proves  it  is  oUarly  nnnwtenal  h«w  the 
balance  of  the  floors  of  any  bnSl^i  may  be  rented. 

This  same  nilc.  No-  3,  oo  p«ie  3  of  our  Taxation,  1911, 
as  revised,  clearly  demonstrates  W  to  asceruin  proper 
RELATIVE  VALUE  of  "unimproved  or  under-improved^ 
property.  I  have  made  the/1ong  and  exhaustive  trad 
which  you  speak  of,  and  had  our  plan  both  publicly  and 
officially  recognized  over  all  such  minor,  flimsy  Md  «n- 
uneWe  objecUons.  You  say,  viz.  "1  do  not  know  whedier 
it  would  be  any  etm^r  to  esHmate  results  for  ummproved  or 
onder-improved  property,  than  it  would  be  tojMbmote  the 
value  or  values  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  that  word. 

Th*  onestion  of  "easier  to  estimate"  is  foreign  to  the 
issT^r  tTSTpt^bleris,  IS.IT  FAIRER,  ISIT  PRflPE^ 
IS  IT  RIGHT,  to  continue  in  the  old  slipshod  memoo  oc 
nscetlrinini  value  by  mere  opinion,  guess,  etc.,  by  granting 
special  privilege  which  you  and  some  others  seem  de«rous 
of  perpetuating?  However,  this  is  only  a  minor  question 
of  apportioning  value,  which  in  nearly  aU  large  busmess 
comer  buildings  and  holdings  is  to  the  same  owner,  and 
therefore  quite  immaterial.  The  chief  qnMtioo  of  our  plui 
ie  its  tingle  basis  of  gross  earning,  its  UTILITY  or  intrinsic 
vdue,  which,  of  course^  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
|te  relative  distribution  or  retstire  iralne. 

Now,  with  this  and  all  the  other  strong,  if  not  positive 
prVoHf  The  perfectly  feir  solution  of  RELATIVE  VALUB^ 
is  it  not  strange,  is  it  not  str^nmg  n  point  or  dodging  the 
fcal  leM  not  to  propagate  my  solution,  etc.?  As  per  your 
plain  promise  to  me,  in  writing,  viz.:  "If  you  have  solved 
tiie  problem  of  Reletive  Value  I  will  do  everytfamg  I  can 
bodi  to  propagate  your  solution  and  to  see  that  you  get 
proper  credit,"  of  date  Oct.  22,  1916.  On  this  promise  I 
relied  in  good  faith,  to  in  a  measure  make  restitution  to  eur 
readers  for  not  giving  them  in  some  form  my  paper,  Part 
Two.  ••Shall  the  Blind  Lead  the  Blind?"  Now,  if  you  wish 
to  wiMraw  this  promise  by  eome  untenable  flimsy  tech- 
nical rainbow  or  imaginary  excuse,  reverse  your  position, 
go  square  back  on  your  word,  then  you  will  please  excuse 
me  for  giving  to  bur  readers,  in  some  form,  part  or  all  of 
our  correspondence,  including  "Shall  the  Blind  Lead  the 
Blind?';  Part  Two,  etc.   What  will,  or  can,  you  say  to  me 


about  Prof.  Carl  C.  Plehn's  recognition  of  my  wo  A,  as  per 
my  letter  to  yoo  Beeember  8th,  19I6P  I  left  my  San  Fran- 
Cisco  paper  with  him  in  August,  1915,  and  our  TaxaUon  m 
1911.  I  cannot  help  but  feel  you  genUemen  «re  not^vmg 
me  or  my  original  reeeafdi  mik  anything  like  •  Mr  or 
square  deal. 

It  would  seem  one  must  either  be  a  fool  or  a  knave, 
possessed  with  a  deep  yellow  atredc,  or  be  a  politieian  of 
the  shrewdest  deepest  dye,  to  now  pretend  not  to  under- 
stand our  perfectly  plain,  tabulated  and  demonstrated  plan 
of  taxation,  and  especiaUy  of  aseert«nmg 
poses  on  the  simple  h99»  of  groaa  earnings,  ui.iL4Ai  or 
intrinsic  value. 

Is  it  pity  or  fear  of  oneTs  shadow,  blind  jealousy,  or 
vriUnl  obstinacy?  After  careful  examination,  as  you  admit 
to  have  made,  of  my  work,  not  to  be  able  or  willing  to  con- 
scientiously" denoonee  or  ooodenm  "rotten  sale  value,  mere 
opinion,  and  the  Somers  or  Unit  so-called  System  of  Taxa- 
tion "  after  my  many  years  of  hard  real  research  work  in 
obtaining  various  admissions  of  falwty,  togedier  with  the 
almost  universal  condemnation  and  complaint  Ot  these 
▼arious  methods,  by  all  competent  minds? 

Does  your  present  posidon  not  fully  justify  and  warrant 
me  in  assuming  that  aU  our  contention  against  your  motive 
and  acts,  in  Part  Two,  "ShaU  the  Blind  Lead  the  Blind?" 
fit  your  conduct  now,  even  better  dian  it  did  then?  Is  it 
not  on  a  par  with  Mr.  Lawson  Purdy  of  New  York  City, 
who  was  preaent  and  at  least  tacitly  assented  to  the  humili- 
ating fact  as  being  proper  in  open  eonference  at  Indianap- 
olis, August,  1916,  when  he  was  quoted  on  the  method  ot 
valuation,  viz,  "Pluck  the  goose  who  makes  the  leatt 
squawk."  Bewdes,  he,  like  youneU,  seems  to  be  dying 
hard"  in  being  compelled,  by  my  argument,  logic  nidunan- 
swerable  fair  reasoning,  to  abandon  the  poor  old  Somers 
system,  etCn  notwithstanding,  perhaps,  my  work  has  done 
more  real  good  for  New  York  City,  BosS  ^ 
delphia,  and  other  large  and  small  ciUes  m  the  United  Stetw 
Aan  any  writer  alive,  and  yet  scareely  one  of  you  have  had 
sufficient  courage  to  extend  to  me  the  hand,  pen  or  voice  ot 
real,  sincere  appreciation  or  friendship. 

This  oonduet  ean  not  hurt  me.  It  may  delay  my  message 
and  the  great  truth  to  humanity  a  little;  but  m  the  end, 
in  the  wind-up  or  round-up,  will  it  not  react  like  a  boom- 
erang on  each  of  your  own  heads  and  souls?  Is  this  not 
a  plain  indication  that  notwithstanding  Mr.  Purdy's  many 
years  of  tax  administration  in  New  York,  if  M  still  wm- 
tittuea  to  advocate  mere  opinion,  the  so-called  Somers  Sys- 
tem, and  to  "pluck  the  goose  who  makes  the  least  squawk 
as  a  fair  or  proper  method  of  ascertaining  value  for  assess- 
ment and  taxation,  has  he  not  then  quite  outlived  his  use- 
fulness in  any  fair  department  of  taxation  m  the  United 
Sutes? 

You  periiaps  wiU  never  know  how  it  hurts  and  pains  me— 

yes,  burns  and  consumes  my  very  mind,  like  a  fa-e— to  say 
some  of  these  apparently  harsh  and  unkind  words  to  you; 
but,  as  God  alone  is  my  judge,  it  is  only  meant  to  give  you 
my  perfectly  clean,  clear  view  and  vision  of  this  great  here- 
tofore veiled  or  hidden  truth.  May  God  open  your  eyes  to 
see  and  appiedbto  it,  as  1  know  it  to  exist.  Forgive  me 
for  my  unhappy  w«y  of  expressing  ideas— it  is  the  best 
I  know  how.  Shicerely  yours, 

liei  Emerson  St.         (Signed)      Napoleon  Wagner. 

P.  Sv-Enclosed  find  one  extra  page  RELATIVE  VALUE, 
which  1  sent  to  the  secretary  of  the  National  Tax  Aaaoeia- 
tien,  ProL  Pairdua4  to  pubfieatiflMi  m  Ae  Bvllatm. 


Chapter  12 

Sidelights  Continued 


SIDELIGHT  NO.  36 

Denver,  Colo^  June  15,  1916. 

Hon.  Samuel  T.  Howe, 

President,  National  Tmx  AaMoiatient 
Tnpclw,  Kaasaa. 

Dear  Mr.  Howe: 

Y5urs  of  the  13th  inst.  received,  attd  jit  reply  say,  I  fully 
appreciate  friiat  yon  say  about  a  «rowdcd  prograA  ior  the 


next  conference  at  Indianapolis,  etc.  But,  is  not  my  paper, 
"Boonomios  WiA  a  Smile,"  really  part  of  continued  or  rather 
unfiniahed  business,  now  before  the  N.  T.  A.  for  two  years 
and.  at  yet,  we  have  had  no  complete  hearing;  only  a  meager 
qmt  or  partial  hearing.  Hwice,  I  thought  a  short  paper  of 
eight  to  ten  pages  in  the  Proceedings  would  tend  IMOP 
this  universally  admitted  important  matter  properly  before 
die  associflti""  for  elear  analysis  and  crystallization,  and  not 
put  to  ateep^  Mondam  or  Btfaotfe  tbi*  «U  isuRortwit  tub* 
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jeet  matter;  as  would  clearly  appear  or  seem  to  be  Ae 

Knt  and  purpose  of  both        ^dwis  and  W^mk^ 

^reSJT^ev^^deJail  of  J^^^T^ 

moot  of  this  subject?    Acts  and  condnet  epeait  louoer  aw 

more  loreeftil  than  mere  words  or  promise. 

•"B^Zit^g  pages  10  and  11.  ^J^^T.^^^^^l 

iborteDed.  and,  if  you  care  to  coiwidef  it,  I  Ma 

SSSIS  «  few'  more  p.«e.  it  n«:essao .  so  a,  to  »«ve  boA 

SSe  and  space.    It  i.  >  mwufeat  «id 

mie,  prMume  or  char*,  duit  in  my  ol  my  'W*?**  ?» 

eorwapondence  "that  I  have  a  persona  tT'e^ 
"  ith  any  one,  which  I  think  requires  publicity,    or  ^ 
M  oDDortunity  to  mt  diSeWBce.  with  other  persons  This, 
^M  )^,  or  should  know,  i.  »»ml«Uiy 
be  easily  proven  by  open  reaird.  . 

I  have  nothinf  but  tympiAy  nd  wneere  PttV  « ""J 
•U  Individuals,  corporations  or  association!,  who 
caMeTtemsh,  advocate,  promulgate  and  pr«!Hce  oppresMO^ 
roicTo?  «or,  by  t«c  dodjinfc  P«A«P*  '""^^^^T^^^ 
most  temfnl  eriiV  U  th»       SPECIAL  PRIVI- 

*'»Kfityle  of  detilBrtion  of  error  may  be  b'V"* 
it  "  rta^ly  is  never  malice,  flattery.  hypocnUcal  or  folifc 
Wo  faiow  of  no  proper  way  of  criticising  or  «tpo.mg  m- 
Ztn^m  W.^  ol  olWd.,  etc,  etc,  unless  by  mentioning 
eUhe^t^  office  or  the  name  of  the  ofieid,  association,  or- 

^MttT  when,  ^rfiere,  or  how  it  is  d.scovwd,  Aen  to 
it  speedily  adopted  in  the  interest  and  faimew  of  all. 

wfore  duly  and  we  believe  wioely  and  conservatively 
'M^%^\ou  nor  anyone  duly  qualified  need  have  My 
!!Snrourview.  or  writin*  in  t«  reformation  being 
.  dered  as  impr«:ticbl.  «hI  fa«*.di«rt."  In 
I  dm4  only  to  cite  yoii  to  the  many  worthy  mi  af^jtarly 
oarers  as  recorded  in  the  proceedings  of  the  N.  T.  A.  by 

our  most  worthy  h«>«»y  ""L'^ve 
«Kr.  together  with  nearly  .11  the  other  membert^ho  have 
wriST  »ything  really  worth  while  on  the  »ib,.«t 

"'-toSSy  I  have  already  had  evidence  of  the  derire  on 
AeWtol  the  officer,  of  the  associaUcm  to 

siSrenro*:  ^r•^::d^^^l?n^!:f^^^ 

"livl  KoTore  Md  now  .g«n  acknowWge  ^rj^'^^ 
irodtnde  and  appreciation.  They  have  explained  om  UtiUty 
S!n  WrW  weUin  the  Ninth  Volume  of  the  Conference 
Pr<^k  but  have  said  nothing  and  permrtted  «e  to 
IrTonrttailly  nothiltf  "in  contrast  with  the  Somers  Sys- 

on  mere  judgment  or  opuiion  to  ascertaM  all 

Now  i   tWs  not  only  unfair,  but  a  deliberate  ""^P* 
if  possible,  prevent  me  from  honestly,  clearly  "-d  «^''y 
exiting  what  we  all  moot  know  to  be  ."d 
nT.  Smk  if«.dP    Which  was  stud.oa.ly.  d''««?r«'v 

honestly  di«N>vered,  >Li?*s-"l,  T™ti«« 

GIVEN  TO  YOU  ALL  end  die  world  In  omr  Taxation 
of  1911.  This  is  a  truth,  from  original  research  "<"*,  for 
which  we  claim  due  credit.  We  see  and  are  informed  that 
To  good  .^son  or  Mr  twotment  becau^s  «»  >«J»'7 
otherwise,  why  we  should  be  slighted  or  cheated  out  ofour 
inat  and  honorable  due?  U  we  c«mot  get  this  just  recog- 
iiitioo,  or  tall  e-d  itfr  hearin*  witUn  this  assoc.ation^i  1 
we^iot  be  fonwl  i-taelmitly         ow  protest  to  leek  it 

on  the  outside?  w*u  -  c«,:i«** 

NO  NO  our  short  paper,  "Economics  With  a  bmile. 

cov.?i  ^o?'"tr  s'ame  gTold,"  but  very  ^^^<^^ 
from  oui  San  Francisco  paper,  of  Aug.  W.  ?'»5. 
inony  yew.  ol  tard  atndy  tnd  dooo  plication,  I  can  truA- 
faUy  Ly  that  we  know  of  no  matter  o'"""*™^.  ^ 
woidd  be  of  greater  value  "to  properly  advioo  mid  wrtroct 
kL^^latorl  mid  administrator,  of  t»c  systems  on  dcfimte 
liSs,"  than  to  give  them  the  oubetmioo  of  our  paper.  Eco- 

™^5MS^orrS  would  like,  to  have  my  San  Francisco 
pape?  of  Aug.  10,  1915,  P»bli.hed  in  f|dl  m  the 
or  at  leMt  in  pamphlet  form  by  dm  N.  T.  A.  lor  dntriM- 


or  copies  of  an  tlie  corrcspoo  judgment  will 

and  treasurer  and  myself;  then  \^jry^>^ 

fully  sustainand  bear         my  con^^  ^K^^ 

on  pure  merit  done,  a  square  deal  I  willbe  eompeueii 
w  Mm  Mr*  Feote  every  word  about  you- 

Sincerely  yours, 
IWI  Emergen'  St.        (Signed)      Nawiij»n  Waonbr. 


SIDEUGHTN0.37 

Dmmt,  Oalo,  July  24,  1916. 

Dr.  Thomas  So  Adams,  _ 
14  Prospect  Ave^  MadBaen,  Ww. 

Sr^waji-'^A    liS  ^ 
^k^u^'^Si  ass?!. 

IHt,  ^^l^^i^J^'r^  "darned"  hitter,  glossed  over  with 
that  you  had  made  it  90  ^^U^^Zl.ri^A^Ai«  intended 
«  Kttle  sweet  on  tap  tn  pirtiy  ee«eeal  the  deaiUy  mten«ieo 

''^^YoutomLenced  this  eent«*vr.y  with  a  broadside 
oir  ArflengrS  you  knew  was  at  variance  wjUja^ 
^^vTears  of  oatient  original  research  work,  as  evidenee 
many  years  ®}J*;™^*__(g^  our  San  Franciseo  paper 
by  our  pamphlet  on  laxonen,  w*,  Xmamtaan  in 

£  A..rf   in   IQIS   etc    bv  your  short  talk  to  Assesson  m 

either  resDonsibility  or  labiUty  by  REFUSING  lU  Ay  s 
NOW,  hXLl.%«t  e*7if'  Blind 
ence;  by  accepting  or  ^"U"^  A.  Bulh^n^  ~ 

Leml  the  Blind?"  for  the  next  ime  of  *•  "HJ'^?-  ~ 
whmi  or  what  time  thi.  may  be  ^ted?   Was  it  not 
" TTst  a  ucit  under.t«.ding 

wu  aoceoted.  that  would  also  indvde  PWt  1^  tma  mu 
I2£JS^tm«.e  material,  as  well  as  subsequent  sug- 
jSr?o  t^Teffect  by  both  you  «.d  Jo  '".'ry  ^ 
Lportont  matter  over  to  possibly  a  nwr  odttonal  board,  wM 
^At  nratend  to  know  nothing  about  it,  or  might  also  refu.e 
to  ^ft'wldif*  would  not  .11  thi.  conduct  look,  tMte,  and 

""^'r'^^SJrStlirn't'Lt  you  are  the  genesis,  you  laid 

XlT:  fight  like  «  m«^  and  take  your  medjcmcjc  ^ 
retract  like  a  man,  and  not  try  «»  m*  at  ■  .ms  o« 

gain,  or  an  untenable  position?  r~.l.v  via.- 

ROR  WHETHER  PERSONAL  OR  >MPERSONAU 

no  piAlio  writer  can  hope  to  be  .uccessful  unless  he  «  M 

fMfle..  mid  tmAfal."  TW.  «  -T  -'y  '"^-'fj"''  "JLlnl 
iSe  my  every  act.   That  for  year,  we  have  bo«.  m^  . 
prSrtically  a  lone-huided  fight  against  the  local  end  foreign 
KSoni,  «dmim.tl«ion.  «)-criled  eeooom.sts  ed""*"". 
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etc.,  special  privileg^ye.,  practically  a^amst  the  worll 
But  let  them  come  on,  the  more  the  merr.er;  ""T'  Y" 
feel  fit  and  ready  to  "lick  the  whole  bunch  to  a  standstill. 
It  naturally  foHowa  Aat  we  mmt  neceasarily  and  ^omeumes 
wverely  criticise  perhaps  hundreib  of  individuals  of  both 
high  and  low  degree,  of  whom  we  do  not  laiow  and  have 
never  seen.   With  u.  it  is  purely  a  mrtter  rf  P»««P'«  •»'J 


SIDELIGHT  NO.  38      *  • 

Deavert  Colo^  Ang.  4*  tm. 

Honorable  Samuel  T.  Howe, 

Pres.  N.  T.  A.,  Topeka,  Kan. 

Dear  Mr.  Howe:  . 

Yours  ol  and  ioit.  just  received.  About  the  last  words 
vouTd  to  me  \n  San  Francisco  "I  coniratulate  you;  your 
paper  was  pronounced  strictly  philosopWcal;  -t  will  be  pub- 
in  ie  Proceedings."  H  it  was  phi  osophical  then 
™s  it  not  philosophical  now?  ^'^J^^^ J  F^J  Z^l^ 
in  the  Proceedings?  Why  was  not  that  part  of  H 
t^aiast  more  opiiuoii,  etc.  as  a  proper  fc^wtfa  to  wwftoua 

valae  for  assessment  and  taxation?   

There  would  have  been  no  eontrweray  if  the  »eer«W 
and  treasurer  had  recognized  truth  and  treated  ™e  »"/JJ- 

You  do  not  seem  to  realize  that  -"^f/f^*"*  bellow 
rifice  principle,  truth  and  honor,  timply  ttt  be  a  ««««.*«"«^ 
and  agree  with  Dr.  Adams'  notor.ous  crronwus 
ascertSnintf  value,  part  ol  which  was  published  m  the  Bul- 
ledn  Do  you  wiA  me  to  be  a  clam,  a  silent  h^ocnte  and 
^llow  these  lies,  errors  and  false  doctrmes  and  Principles, 
simply  8Q  as  not  to  differ  or  disagree  with  some  other 

"aS  not  any  society  or  organization  or  individual  who 
U  worth-while  openly  and  freely  express  the  sincere,  high 

Zn.  issue  or  problem  concern  ng  the  public?  Not Jo  do 

so  ^eans  a  mere  debating  society,  generally 

with  but  little  or  nothing  of  importance  to  say,    /his  and  if 

That,  or  but  for  this  and  but  for  that,  etc, 

It  is  just  as  much  culpability  to  refuse  to  condemn  a  wrong 

M  3t  i«  to  refuse  to  maintain  a  right. 

-Is  it  nM  d^eight  of  incon».l»«cy  to  r^J-^^.^"^ 
record  against  all  error  or  fraud  wfale  advocating  proper 
SplST  Now  what  chance  is  there  for  or.g.nal,  con 
Hruc^ivr  scientific  principle*  of  receiving  proper  recogni- 
n  adoption  from  an  associatio-.  who«i  president  writes 
X-  "l  cannot  brini  myself  to  think  that  it  .s  ^vell  for 
^h;r  theTonf  erence'proiee^  ord..  ^tin  to  puM.s^ 
-...t«r  which  reflects  upon  the  olBeers  of  the  associatioil  ui 
«  ^metibers  thereof,  and  1  hope  sincerely 

Srt^Wito*  reflection  you  ♦°i"'*Tr°L'^f 
dTte  Mdl  hope  yoa  will-wlA  the  becoming 
JSSmeilS^  to  those  with  iAmm  y«i  now  «««  i'^i^  » 

"Nor  how 'S.I  tf^e  "reconciled"  to  uU»e  as  a 
asl^n  proper  values  for  ----f"*  "^^i 
ZT  a*  advocated  by  our  secretary,  Dr.  Adams,  when  I 
kn";  as  wrall  dwoW  know,  that  it  is  a  delusion  an 
hy^ri"  T  not  a  rank  fraud?  Is  this  not  equaUy  true 
tHAmere  so-called  community  opinion  or  judgmert  as  a 
basis  to  aacertmn  proper  values  for  assessment  nnd  taxa- 
tion?  xHtTare  "perfectly  plain  error.  wh«=h  we  l^e 
proven  by  both  tabulation  and  demonstration.  Mr. 
n«rident;  H  yen  vridi  to  exercise  your  h>gh  assumed  pre- 

right^  paternal  influence-will  you  Pj^*? 
SSc^  with  our  secretary,  and  first  whip  lum  ««•  ^ 
kirn  tn  atfrae  with  our  v  ews,  not  because  they  are 
Tr"  "  *s%ut  be'tXTC  are  right;  then  will  ym.  pl^se 
do  the  same  with  each  and  every  other  membw  who  dare. 
J,  mfar  or  challenge  «hat  we  have  ro"r/«.,r./,  prov^^^^^ 
be  truth?    THESE  PROBLEMS  ARE  SOLVED,  THEY 
ONLY  LACK  RECOGNITION.  If  dii.  association  i.  too 
WATbrnm*  cLnish  or  narrow-minded  to  do  th,s,  we  wiH^ 
TtourTe   protest  its  inability,  weakness  and  mefficiency 
or  prejudice  to  recognize  theM  great  '^om«>  «™A8,  and 
^>e^,  necessarily,  expose  its  acts  and  conduct  to  "*«»>^ 
Mmn  eritittam.  by  real  public  opimon,  where  we 


d»H  be  forced  to  go  for  a  public  hearing  Do  you  w«h 
STto  do  this?  If  so,  give  me  the  word  and  by  a  nod,  my 
rihor  and  publisher  will  relieve  you  of  this  t<^?'?'''^„, 
Xolemnitrand  sincerity,  1  do  «V'f''  ^^^.^^ 
you  force  me  to  the  last  ditch,  and,  then,  by  *• 
OoA.  I  will.  LogieaUy,  this  association  is  entitled  to  pro- 
Sa'e  -d  p!;f^hese%eally  gr^t  ^^^^^^^^^l 

on  the  outside  to  do  so.  /  . 

It  may  be  welh  to  remember  1  come         •»  *  ™ 
indei^dent  member,  owing  allegiance  to  no  one  over  yd 
aboTmy  conscience',  am  bearing  all  my  «P.«"»«.'^'"f«| 
distributing  quite  a  few  pamphlet,  on  taxation,  jurt  a.  1 
*d  it X  C«.l«ence  in  Denver  and  San  Francisco.  Hem 

no  more  loyal  and  true  eonwieotioiiB  woitet' tdan  i,  ii  you 
wUl  treat  me  fairly,  but  this  you  have  not  don'-^^",'"^ 
Tef used  to  get  or  read  the  correspondence  and  record  b^ 
retusea  to  8"  .  treaaurer  and  mywlf,  or  properly 

mu;t H         of  Ty  wnting,  "an  .C 

CTS,  vrfneP  You  seem  perfectly  satisfied  '">l»i 
•    •  liMi«v  evidence  and  condemn  me  and  my  work, 

'^iSa  tridTd"::^  a  hearing  of  any  Win*.-^ 

very  li^^^X^-y^'^^^'^^'^L^^^X^ 
most  conservative  hard  work  on  tainlMW,  beeanae  y«m  navw 

"Mr  Howi'l  have  no  personal  ill  will  or  h«d  feeUnf. 
ag^n't  riti:^  Dr.  Adam,  or  Mr.  Holcomb.  Hnw  can  I 
hive,  when  1  scarcely  know  either  of  *«»ejwflemea?  My 
inly  contention  is  neither  of  them,  as  o*'»"^«„*;^  7,* 

and  fair  Bgnt.   u  «  u  ^      .  j        to  either  oi 

rt'ivfduallV  t%Sy.    That  ^y  each  ^ 

S  3:S^n1elTy'  colTpo^ 

d««  has  been  wtirely  misunderstood.    We  cannot  accept 

^^^dH^  sl»H  judle,  »a  ««t  Mlf-i-tereat,  a  m«lman  or 

""?„The"ntme*bf-Higl.  Heaven,  what,  objection  can  th^re 
be  to  ^blishing  my  paper,  "Economics  With  a  Sm^^ 
As  well  as  the  balance  of  my  San  Francisco  paper?  Th«i, 
let  Ae  world  judge  its  merit,  or  demerits  and  not  merely 
you  or  mt  or  anv^ne  else  in  P^^icu  ar.  We  herewith  en- 
dwe  copy  of  a  letter  dated  July  24,  1916,  to  Mr.  Altai 
ILFoote.  It  reqmre.  ne  explanation. 

Yon  wai  aiw^fa  6nd  my  text,  Joshua  J,  9. 

Sincerely  yours, 

IMl  Emtmo  St       (Si»»d)     NttoiWN  Waobhu 


SIDELIGHT  NO.  39 

Denver,  Colo,  May  4,  W16. 

Mr.  Robert  W.  Speer, 

216  Majeatie  Bldi.,  Denver,  COth 

^Enc^sed  find  posteard  of  my  tax,  $1 941.79,  now  due 
jBrt  received;  it  explains  itself.  This  is  almost  equal  to  my 
^.sTncome  of  the  property,  there  being 
will  probably  have  to  borrow  some  money  to  PfV  • 
n  "cMes  a'three-story  building,  125  feet  from  the  EquiUble 
Building,  and  a  half  block  from  the  Albany  Hotel. 

BeTort,  and  when  y«.  were  1«»  MayoTj^f  Denver,  ^he 
tax  on  thi.  same  property  was  about  $1.400jaO  or  less^l^ 
the  gross  income  was  very  much  larger  and  «ie  property 
clearly,  demonstrably  worth  more  than  it  is  today. 

1  am  informed  Assessor  Pitcher  and  other  Peanut  Poli- 
ticians "have  it  in  for  me  and  this  property"  by  trying  W 
S^c"  publTc  oi  other  sale  at  less  than  full  value.  Perhaps 
b"  ause  of  the  apparent  lo<»l  l««tility  to  "-V  ««or« '"^P;^ 
duee  a  tabulated  demonstrable  fair  •y««^>^°"vi^^ 
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earning*  if  in  non-use  or  vacant,  of  all  kindt  of  property, 
n  per*^o«  %fnat  I—pUet  of  19U  mid  mm>y  paper. 

since.  .... 

THESE  PRINCIPLES  AND  SYSTEM  bid  fair  to  aooo 
beoome  national,  if  not  universal.  1  herewith  enclose  one 
of  my  reoant  papers  on  taxation  presented  to  the  annual 
Conference  of  the  National  Tax  Aaeociation  at  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal.,  August,  1915,  which  was  passed  for  P"»>hcaUon, 
part  of  which  is  printed  in  the  Ninth  Volume  of  Ae  Fro- 
ceedings,  Pagea  260-270,  and  is  now  in  oar  Public  Ubrary. 

Let  the  paper,  and  all  my  studious  hard  work,  principally 
on  ascertaining  all  values  for  asaeasment  and  taxation  lor 
the  past  five  years  and  more,  spedc  for  itaeM  on  merit  alone. 
Tllis  ayatem  wiU  prevent  discriminatioQ  and  aU  tax  dodging. 

Of  course  I  shall  vote  for  you,  as  per  my  Irtter  to  you  of 
date  Oct.  26,  1911,  when  you  P^^ ^^^•PT.J^'^f.S^^^ 
office  for  good  and  just  cause.  Then  OUR  PROTESTS 
TO  ASSESSOR  ARNOLD  against  the  adopuon  of  the  so- 
called  Somers  or  Unit  System  of  Taxation  wvtd  Dwiu 
taxpayers  more  than  $280,000  in  one  year,  1911.  This  is 
a  truth,  subject  to  proof  of  demooatration  by  pubiic  record. 
How  much  more  of  value  our  work  dien  and  since  aaved 
this  and  other  large  American  cities  would  probably  mqfm 
or  exceed  in  value  many,  many  millions  of  dollars. 

Positively,  I  seek  no  ofl&ce,  emolument,  or  recognitiofl 
of  any  kind,  except  a  fair  hearing  for  the  principles  of  sci- 
ence: first  for  fair  Denver,  then  for  the  world;  neither  my 
health  nor  eyes  will  admit  of  regular  work;  however,  1 
recoiniM  tins  woA  as  a  great  privilege,  and  my  hifihest 
dtttyiM  a  citizen,  to  do  what  I  can  for  all  of  God's  children 
evorywbera,  without  charge,  and  without  pnce. 

Sincerely  yonrs* 
1101  Bnarioa  St-        (Siinad)     Nafqwon  Wmshbm. 


SIDELIGHT  NO.  40 

Denver,  Colo.,  June  18,  1918. 
Mr.  Irving  Fisher,  Pres.  A.  E.  A., 

460  Prospect  St,  New  Havco,  Conn. 
My  Dear  Sir: 

At  present  mv  time  and  mind  is  so  compl^ly  occupiod 
in  endeavoring  to  make  clear,  practical  and  universally  nso- 
fnl  the  doctrine  and  imnciples  of  Relative  Value,  as  out- 
lined in  Senate  Concurrent  Resolution  16  by  Mr.  Sh|tfrotite, 
Jan.  21,  1918.  This  will  perhaps  prevent  me  from  contrib- 
uting in  any  effective  way  toward  formulating  a  program  for 
the  next  annual  meeting.   However,  if  you  consider  any  of 
the  material,  our  Taxation  Nos.  1  and  t^  ReMve  ValMt  and 
Senate  Concurrent  Resolution  16,  which  at  your  request  I 
mailed  to  you  May  24th,  1918,  of  sufficient  importance  for 
the  program  at  said  meeting,  use  it.   Eapeeially  our  paper 
on  Relative  Value,  to  emphasize  the  importance  of  a  speedy 
o6Scial  hearing  of  the  reaUy  great  problem,  which  I  legiti- 
mately inherited  from  Ae  late  Hon.  Thomas  M.  Cooley,  m 
1877  to  1879.    You  doubtless  know  that  I  have  been  com- 
mitted to  this  policy  of  app«aing  directly  t<;/^«  J^"  ^^Con- 
gress  for  a  hearing  and  decision,  9mh  m*™" 
httve  failed  to  give  substantial  practical  results.    As,  we 
hope,  will  be  made  plain  and  clear  by  the  transcppt,  my 
writing  and  protests  to  the  executive  committee,  ofteers  ana 
directors  of  the  National  Tax  Association  for  several  yaara 
iust  past,  to  Davis  R.  Dewey,  mana^n* 
B^ii^c  Asaoeiarimi  of  daie  Jmly  18,  1917;  and  many  other 
leading  editors,  publishers,  colleges  and  universities,  etc. 
HenceT  we  hope  to  be  able  soon  to  present  the  problem 
}othe  CongresVnrst  in  aa  condensed  form  as  the  subject  will 
permit  of  for  clear  understanding,  later  to  the  public,  etc 
I  t*""*^  ynu  for  the  courtesy  accorded  to  me. 

Very  sineerdy  ywtft, 
1101  Emerson  St.        (Signnd)      Napoleon  Wagner. 
P  S.— Enclosed  find  my  office  copy  of  protest  of  date  Juh; 
18.  1917.  to  Editor  Dewey.    When  you  have  hn'«J5^™ 
iU  use  kindly  return  it  to  ma  to  eomplata  my  ofiae  ««. 
Bndosed  ind  stamps  for  this  purpose,  etc. 

1  am  sorry  for  the  delay,  owing  to  error  in  addrew.  July  . 
1,  1918,  it  is  properly  mailad  to  yon.  «*  W. 


SIDELIGHT  NO.  41 

Denver,  Colo.,  Nov.  14,  1918. 

The  Macmillan  Company,  PuMiahera, 
Nevr  YvA  City. 

GeotlaflMtt:  _  ^ 

I  send  you  bv  today's  American  RaUway  Express  Com^ 
MSS  for  vour  earliest  convenient  examination.   1  troat 
b;^^i^^^  •ccepted  by  you  for  publication,  on 
a  IT^eral^S^e  hope  wide  potential  crciJation  basis^  by 
allowing  me  Ae  usual  or  customary  amiwl  royalty  on  all 
Ml«  you  kindly  state  to  me  definitely  your  best 

^\t!'led  or  spLified  terms,  also  the  ^l^^l'S^ 
of  binding,  quality  of  paper,  pnoe  par  yoluy a^  piyM|le 
of  first  publication,  and  any  .otlier  ingtffwtiam  yoa  ««r 
deem  proper,  etc.? 

Here  in  Denver  we  find  it  so  difficult  to  get  MSS.  propj. 
erly  typed,  and  of  course  it  will  require  proper  ed.tmg, 
?JofSg,  index,  etc  Taxation  No,  lis  ^y^^'^^ 
this  should  be  corrected  when  repnnted-  ^on^  bM 
^en  no  action  on  the  bill  to  date  but  we  are  '"formed 
they  probably  will  shortly.  U  you  deem  wise  and  for  the 
besl  interest  of  the  publisher,  we  am  /r*^/-'  JL^  -^J^^^ 
Umit  the  publication  and  circulation  of  the  MSS.  both  in 
Ae  Congressional  Record  «>d  for  use  a.  P«bhcJocum«;^ 
nease  indicate  your  views  defimtdy  aa  aariy  na  yoo  ean 
on  dda  point.  ,  .       j  ■ 

We  do  not  belong  to  the  "know-all"  type  of  'ndivjdual, 
hence  leave  much  to  your  experience  for  proper  guidance 
SddirSion.  We  mitfit  add  100  or  more  pages  of  perhaps 
riclT^nent  or  germane  material.  '^^^^^^^Z^'^" 
"sidelights,"  press  comment,  etc.,  or  prune  doady  the  MSS. 

aa  sobmittade 

We  almost  hate  the  use  of  the  singular  personal  (I)  pro- 
noun; you  will  observe  in  part  of  the  manuscript  wa  an» 
tirely  (from  sentiment)  avmd  its  use,  sometimes  om  « 
the  expense  of  rhetoric  or  being  "J^V"^*"''^.^^  v.Ine 

All  my  work  in  the  proper  solution  of  Relative  Value, 
die  Utility  System  of  Taxation,  stabilizing  standard 
^fng  an  !^n,rdities  or  values,  fi^ht^e  Hun  a^^^^ 
and  abroad;  its  federal  standardization  in  the  « 
sSndards,  Waahington  D.  C.  will  probably  be  «he  death- 
blow  to  Prussianism  throughout  the  heartot 
this  MSS.  was  written,  printed  and  copyrighted  and  pretty 
Se«Sly  circulated  m  1911;  most  of  the  other  chapters 

^re  written  about  the  same  }'^^  ,Ji^^';^;;'''^J!'''^ 
was  printed  and  circulated  since  1916),  long  before  tbe 
worid  war  atartwL  Henoe  the  present  time  see«w 
very  appropriate  to  speedily  give  all  this  data,  ^^^^ 
to  an  eager,  acceptable  and  perhaps  wide,  K  not  umvoraal, 
einmlation  as  the  demand  may  justify. 

The  sponsors  of  this  bill  in  Congress  join  me  in  request- 
ing you  to  speedily  publish  this  matter  m  book  form  sub- 
stmi^ly  as  above  outlined.  Further  Aey  will  take  pleasure 
in  racoasmending  to  the  Congress  at  earliest  oPPo^^nV^j; 
to  purdiase  the  mitire  first  edition  of.  «iy,  at  least  1.000 
co^es  at  the  net  cost  price  of  the  publisher,  plus  15^.  not 
to  exceed  %2M  per  volume,  in  lieu  of  and  (as  an  economic 
measure,  it  being  rather  too  vohusmoos  for  insertion  in 
the  Congressional  Record  or  for  use  as  a  public  dooument^ 
for  full  information  and  use  of  Congress.  ... 

Further,  any  and  all  royalty  of  a  possible  recognition  by 
the  Congress  as  indicated  in  the  book,  are  «">*_to  be  pwd 
to  me,  hut  put  in  a  properly  secured  trust  fund  at  ^ 
dian  prevmling  rate  of.tntnrest  for  the  exclusive  benrtt 
and  use  of  mv  seventeen  nephews  and  «"eces  and  tbmr 
legal  heirs,  indefinitely,  to  be  equally  distnbutnd  to  aasn 
of  them  at  fixed  and  stated  periods  of  five  years  apart. 

Further,  it  is  deemed  this  letter  is  of  sufficient  eo»Phasis, 
importance  and  germane  to  my  suhjwt  to  be  u^^lodedM 
Sid^ight  No.  4L  Plaaaa  faw  me  witb  your  earliest  aoa- 

venient  answer.  »  «     ^  -ks.  

After  reading  the  preceding  page  U.  S.  Senator  Hon.  Jobn 
F,  Shafroth  said  to  me:  "He  thought  it  would  not  be  proper 
for  him  to  sign  it  with  me  because  of  esublishiog  a  Con- 
gressional precedent  for  disbursing  Federal  funds  for  future 
matters  which  might  possess  but  little  or  no  re^  merit. 
However,  I  would  be  perfectly  welcome  to  use  the  letter 
ea  indieatad.  That  be  would  also  give  me  a  separate  Wwr 
to  my  intmidad  p-Uislmi^"  si^ 
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Tke  Macroillan  Company,  Publishers,  New  York  City^  

GMtlcmen:   I  take  pleasure  in  stating        I  hmfm  knowD 
Dr.  Nttwlcon  Wagner  of  Denver,  Colorado,  for  25  or  3U 
years.  He  is  a  methodical,  deep  thinlor  on  many  questoons. 
He  has  given  a  great  amount  ot  time  in  ■ttempting  to  emve 
2  dM  ieliition  of  Relative  Value,  the  Utility  System  of 
Taxation  and  the  sUbilizing  and  standardizing  of  all  com- 
modities.   He  has  written  essays  upon  these  quwbons  after 
most  careful  examination  and  investigation.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  to  the  student  oi  these  problems  he  has  added  a  great 
deal       Information  whidi  !•  wAy  of  the  most  thorou^ 
ttody.     !  therefore  hope  that  you  will  carefully  read  lut 
eeieys  with  a  view  of  making  publication  of  the  same. 
WiA  best  wishes.  I  remeiii,  Yours  truly. 

(Signed)        John  Shaiisothu 

Denver,  Colo.,  Oct.  15,  1918.  ,       ^  ^ 

I,  toOk  hnre  known  I>r«  Wetfper  4inrin<  ,the  yme% 


know  that  with  the  utmost  fidelity  and  intelligent  «pp»i«. 

Sin  he  has  devoted  his  talents  to  the  solution  <>« 

Value  and  standardiMtion  of  all  commodities  on  the  bMas 

of  their  natural  use.  I  «n  hoPf»»^»*2l*'-S  ilJS^ld!^d 
Congressional  consideration  of  his  solutuM  ©C  thft  woclO-oia 

ditelties  o£  forresponding^v^l^^^^       ^  ^ 

Representative  in  Congress,  Denver  Distriet, 
Respectfully  submitted.  .  ,  ^  , ,  ,  . 
Yon  see  my  complete  MSS.  has  Je^  J^''»*«^,'^ 'j^™  P"V 
HantuNi  smee  my  letter  to  you  on  the  8th  day  ^y,  l!*". 
iS^t^lyto^^c.  Nowthatpe«>eis  dechired  thron#i. 
M«  Vinmiry  «id  Ueeding  world,  we  deem  this  a  most 
^pitioTS^e.  "Truth  to  spread  rom  Pol^«  P^^^^i 
•  1918  Christmas  to  the  world,  or  ]nst  M  soott  themtter  as 
mcticable.  Yours  very  truly, 

BoMWon  St,         (Signed)      Napowon  Wagner. 


Chapter  13 
Economics  With  ft  Hammer 


Is  "Scietttlfic  Snobbishness"  bypercrlticism  of  mf^  a 
TOpertor  bTced  of  economlrt  whoee  amartness  entitles 
them  to  refuse  recognition  to  demonstrable,  but  homely 
BlmDle  lacU  at  the  expense  of  scientific  industryT  is 
not  this  a  mtechlevons  concept  of  the  specialist  in  eco- 
nomic theory,  who  refuses  to  Investigate  posiUve  in- 
auiry''    Do  any  two  economists  of  this  type  agree  on 
any  on©  point,  unless  by  special  caste  or  influence? 
Proof— not  anv  particular  mode  of  PROOF— is  the  Msen- 
lial  requisite  of  scientific  thought.  May  not  the  flea«^ng, 
or  anyone  Incorporate  the  tested  result  of  his  own  re- 
search*^  Is  this  not  the  manner  in  which  the  Prope^ 
of  science  is  registered?    Shall  «Met»€Conoinlcs  ob- 
sCBie  bttfctle  or  hermetically  seal  demonstrame  trut&s. 
It  seems  to  me  what  we  need  is  a  larger  scientific  con- 
scientiousness, not  of  half-trutlw,  but  whole  tmtha  and 
a  ready  willingness  to  accept  and  adopt  them,  regardiesa 
of  whether  we  wear  or  do  not  wear  a  professor's  gown. 

a.  Give  me  the  tmUTT  OR  RENT  of  any  two  cor- 
ner lots  on  Fifteenth,  Sixteenth  or  Seventeenth  streets  In 
the  business  district  of  Denver,  or  in  any  large  city  slm- 
Uarly  located,  and  I  will  give  you  the  rest  of  the  a^olB. 
tog  six  lots  and  I  will  beat  you  in  rent  receipts. 

b  Give  me  the  UTILITY  OR  RENT  of  four  corner 
lots',  two  on  each  half  block,  and  I  will  give  you  the 
halance.  twelve  lots,  and  I  will  be^u  in  jent  receip^ 
c  Give  me  the  UTILITY  OR  RfiNT  of  the  two  corner 
lota  on  the  four  comers  of  the  block,  and  I  will  give  yoii 
the  balance  of  the  entire  block,  twenty-four  iota,  and  I 
wUl  beat  you  in  the  rent  receipts.  vat  ttw  nf 

d.   TAKE  NOTICE:    Is  not  all  lAND  VALUE  or 
every  business  corner  in  Denver  and  In  most  of  our 
larae  cities  PAYING  ONLY  ON  a  valuation  of  ONE 
&  OR  lisS  OP  ITS  JUST  SHARE  OF  TAXES 
MlRtlve  to  the  value  of  ajjolning  1*^??  ™ 
eooally  true  of  most  valuable  comer  buHdlngB?  W^T 

^^OT^rn^'^UENCE  OF  LAND  VALUE  will  he 
tn  rnrv  looso)  ovoTCome.  Why?  Because  it  Is 
5Srunliki?he  Sff'^^L.  EXPRESS  COMPANIES 
LARGE  CORPORATIONS,  etc.  We  have  been  working 
for  many  years  practically  l<«e-^»anded  with  ox, r  time 
and  money,  to  break,  remove  and  destroy  tW8M0^^ 
STBR  BARRIER.  SPECIAL  PRIVILEGE. 
pnwras,  varying  degr«e8  of  success,  silent  CONTEMI^t 
o^^paTof  the  press,  sneers  from  wealthy  corner 
owners,  Indiiterence  from  the  masses,  but  with  « 

oor  fWth.  folly  ocmwlous  that  in  time  right  will 
SfS^b^seTis  true,  logical,  right  and  fain  We 
ft^^toe  nothing  is  more  difficult  than  to  move^e 
J^tHnew  habit  of  thought.  However,  as  well  said 
Sttnerson.  "Each  man  has  an  aptitude  born  with  Um 
to  ^Teasiiy  some  feat  impossible  to  any  other.  IM  the 
WOt«B  Of  ROBERT  0.  INGBRSOLL: 

••We  want  the  fact,  not  the  ideal; 

We've  set  ourselves  the  noble  task  to  flno  tne  row, 

If  aU  there  la  1b  naught  hut  dross, 
wiwt  to  lam  aad  Met  onr  ioaa. 


With  it  all.  we  BKKLL  CONTINUE  THE  FIGHT  WITH 
ALL  OX^R  MIGHT  until  we  get  sufficient  recruiu  and 
material  aid  to  make  it  a  success  and  boon  for  m 
bumanl^. 

Uniform  value  can  only  be  had  from  knowu  toed 
ouanUties  and  principles  scientifically  applied  to  each 
piece  of  property.  WUl  not  this  methori  enab  e  us  to 
properly  solve  all  comparative  quesUons  of  tariff,  taxa- 

"  TOtTg^^N  Pl^      OF  PROPESRTY  WILL  SELL 
HaVIoLD  FOR  m  THE  OPEN  MARKET 
may  or  may  not  be  the  proper  price  at  which  to  asms 

it,  hecause^.^^  be  offered  for  sale  and  bought  at  a  very 

dear  or  a  very  cheap  price. 

b  It  is  not  likely  that  it  will  be  offered  for  sale  or 
bought  at  any  price  each  Ume  it  is  assessed 

c  Wherevery  valuable  improved  property  is  offered 
fw'sale  at  any  price  tt  will  be  generally  found  imprafr 
Ucahle.  if  not  impoartWe,  to  fix  the  uniform  separatg 
value  of  the  land  and  the  improvOttunit,  «y 

^^*Bven  if  this  were  possible,  no  assessor  could  or 
would  take  the  time  or  expense  to  so  thoroughly  mvestl^ 
IX  e^  ntooo  of  property  to  ascertain  the  facte  wad 
I^ouur^^ffi  IT  WOULD  SELL  FOR  IN  '^^OVW 
MARKBTT.  If  no  actual  sales  were  had  each  year  of 
assessment,  then  the  whole  qu^Uon  fj^^^^J^^ 
OPINION  OR  RANDOM  GUESS,  what  It  might  fleU  for 
to  the  open  market,  ad  nauseam,  etc.  , 

Some  kinds  of  property  are  never  offered  for  sale,  and 
many  kinds  of  property  ar«  seldom  wld  at  any  pric^ 

e.  We  have  already  demonstrated  t^^t  OPINION  or 
flflle  value,  no  matter  how  important,  is  not  tenable,  nor 
^fhrahSvrbasls  of  value  faaalMe^ltoble  or  depend- 
kble,  because  it  poslUvely  cannot  »roduai  or  approach 

"S^cl'^lli^'l^™  cause  of  Justice  and  Ri.ht  is 

bound  to  Win.  The  power  of  the  biggest  boss  isUke 
chaff  in^  our  hands."   "Bvery  defeat  is  a  step  towards 

^w^nL  no  reaaon  why  this  is  not  equally  applicable 
tri^e  rtkS  of  Stlon  based  on  UTILITY,  as  weU  as 

fhTJJfteriv  d™  the  blighUiMS  evil  influence  of  every 

»  Z  TJ^tct  UTILITY  means  honest  gov- 
erK  ?y  equality  and  »  5*?^^  '"'^ 

Mwrnment  by  aristocracy  and  special  T»rlvuege. 

It  Incomes  necessary  for  honest  governmental 
aw  good  clUaen  should  be  willing  to  pay 
toxesTn  a  Sir  or  CTen  a  large  uniform  assessed  value 
S  ?£e  income  or  probable  income  will  Justify  it  but 
wheS  there  is  little  or  no  Income,  or  probable  earomg 
power,  then  it  Is  jnrt  Mite  «*»t  Sawcnwa       ««  ww-it 


» 


47 


18  not  conducive  to  good  government  to  force  any  ownw 
of  fairly  well  Improved  real  estate  to  mortgage  his  prop- 
erty  merely  to  pay  his  taxes.  »  _^ 

•In  ttoes  of  depression,  good  Judgment  and  extreme 
eommon  sense  must  be  exercised  so  as  to  prevent  undue 
iTdensome  taxation,  otherwise  yon 
the  goose  \vhi<h  lays  the  golden  eggs,  your  source  of 
revenue  the  taxpayer.  In  such  times  governmental, 
d^^c  and  dom^lc  Economy  must  be  practiced  or  your 
communitv  will  be  Inrsely  depopulated.  Nothing  is  more 
sensitive  than  capital  and  investment,  like  water.  It  wm 
■eek  Its  level  via  the  least  resistance. 

For  wiCMSB,^  fiameM  and  enualitj-  must  be  prac- 
ticed 

The  old  guess  system  of  aacertaining  value  from  mere 
ontoion  ami  sources  of  revenue  having  contributed  all 
ffit  ^  be  exacted  without  either  seHous  economic  dis- 
tmSanoe  or  the  i.eri.eivaiion  of  injustice  so  flagrant  Mid 
™^^^Lt  pibl  c  opinion  will  not  tolerate  it;  its 
beneats  fail  to  espond  to  all  the  calls  of  comity,  equl^ 
and  ewnomics.  irrespective  of  fair  dealing  m  InteUigent 
public  opinion,  and  in  my  judgment,  confiscation  rather 
than  taxation  fitly  describes  this  practice. 

The  value  of  each  item  at  the  time  <>«  assessment 
should  be  as  accurately  ascertained  as  possible  by  the 
us^  of  the  one  common  haste  for  aU  kinds  of  Property^ 
Perhaps  utility  or  the  net  earning  power  can  best  he 
made  to  fit,  or  come  nearer  accuracy 
^8  for  rendering  aahBtatial  JuaUce  to  an  types  of 

^'^ASiTlnequality.  either  in  the  basis  of  ass^ment  or 
in  the  rate  of  taxation,  produces  an  injustice,  ine 
essential  thing  to  be  accomplished  under  ,any  sj^em 
o£  taxation  is  that  It  shall  cause  att  equal  Inddeuoe  of 
the  puhUc  hnrden.    The  property  of  any  taxpayer  fur- 
nishes the  easiest  and  fairest  sUndard  fw  valuing  and 
measuring  his  ability  to  contribute  his  i«Bt  share  forjd^ 
governmental  purposes.    The  true  and  P^i-^aps^^^.^^^J 
test  of  value  is  its  honest  earning  P^^^r.  or  if  held  in 
non-use,  its  probable  earning  power,  which  it  will  con- 
tribute to  the  support  and  profit  of  the  owner.  Andon 
this  basis  every  properly  owner  should  be  made  to  b^r 
an  equal  and  Just  proportion  ot  the  puhlic  burden  The 
honest  taxpayer  has  a  just  cause  of  complaint  and  pro- 
test when  he  finds  the  local  assessor  1^  2»?i™5*f 
the  ▼alue  of  any  of  the  lots  in  a  glvwi  Mock  by  a  di^ 
ferent  plan  and  on  a  different  scale.  ^   ,  , 

The  net  earning  power,  or  Utility,  is  a  hasls  of  com- 
parison whereby  you  might  arrive  at  the  proper  burden 
of  all  (daam  of  property  for  ^^^""^^^^^^l 
We  all  agree  on  the  fundamental  idea  of  equality,  hut 
in  order  to  produce  this  equality,  or  the  fair  share  of 
the  burden  of  taxation,  it  is  imperative  that  the  basis 
or  standard  be  practically,  or  as  near  as  may  he,  the 
flame  for  ascertaining  the  value  of  all  classes  of  prop- 
erty This  seems  to  be  the  only  way  to  have  a  rela- 
tively fair  distribution  of  the  tax  hurden.  When  you 
change  the  basis,  it  should  be  changed  for  all  classes 
of  property.  The  use  of  two  or  more  bases  or  standards 
will  not  admit  of  fair  comparison,  and  of  course  cannot 
produce  a^«latt«  or  a  fWr  diatrihution  of  the  tax 

**'^Se^we  of  the  AD  VAIX>REM  SYSTEM,  the  use  of 
-  the  earning  power  OR  INCOME  SYOTEM,th^ 
the  CROSS  or  net  EARNING  POWER  STSTBIM.  etc, 
ete^  muet  all  be  used,  if  at  all,  exclusively  and  sep- 
arately for  all  classes  and  kinds  of  property  to  produce 
fair  relative  distribution  of  the  tax  burden.   Th»  mo- 
ment you  combine  or  use  two  or  more  systoma  «r 
ods  to  ascertain  value  of  the  different  classes  <«  Jgop- 
erty  you  produce  chaos,  or  a  heterogeneous  mixture, 
which  will  not  be  a  fair  or  just  distribution  of  the  tax 
burden    Let  us  concede  absolute  equality  of  taxation 
is  impossible,  but  may  we  not  approach  this  Ideal  more 
nearly  by  the  use  of  the  one  single  standard  or  basis 
of  the  fair,  honest  earning  power,  for  assessment  and 
taxation  of  all  classes  and  Mnda  Of  property  intelli- 
ftentiy  administered,  by  a  tax  commissioner  or  by  a  tax 
commission.  May  we  not  emphasize  ^bis  contention  that 
it  is  the  simplest,  quicteat,  eaaieeWet  more  i^Me 


rMulU  for  all  practical  purposes.  Is  this  not  cl^ly 
X  Sed  L«  aeW^  by  t^U^lity  S^n^tem.  jhi^^^ 
uses  all  the  value,  leaving  no  hn^uct  for  distribu- 
tion, waste  or  error?  ^  ^  ^^^^ 
M  earnings  increase  or  decwaae  from  year  to  year, 
the  taxes  automatically  increase  or  decrease  from  year 
to  year,  thereby  having  the  elasticity  of  keeping  exact 
step  and  time  with  the  general  development,  progress 
and  growth  of  all  classes  and  kinds  of  property .  thereby 
doing  substantial  equity  to  all  under  all  conditions  and 
dnsomstanceB.  This  is  a  question  of  revenue  and  ad- 
ministration, a  business  proposition,  pure  and  simple 
to  make  the  hurden  of  taxation  rest  equally  on  all. 

It  is  a  fact,  which  is  freely  and  universally  admitted 
bv  the  highest  authority,  viz.:  That  no  plan  or  system 
of  collecting  a  general  property  tax  now  in  use  can  or 
does  produce  uniform  value;  on  the  contrnry  they  con- 
demn the  past  and  present  methods,  not  only  as  iMtiabie 
and  inefflcient,  hut  as  rank  fraud  or  legalized  brigandage, 
taking  all  that  the  traffic  will  bear  or  all  that  it  is  polit- 
ically expedient  to  Uke,  wholly  regardless  of  uniformity 
or  relative  value. 

Taration  on  thr  basis  of  Utility  is  now  pretty  gen- 
erally distributed  in  nearly  every  state  and  country  on 
the  face  of  the  globe  since  1911.  The  outlook  for  the 
present  is  that  it  may  he  legally  adopted  by  some  foreign 
country,  before  it  is  fully  and  generally  recognized  at 
home,  unless  some  of  our  state  legislatures  spee  lily  pet 
busy  and  embody  the  substance  of  it  in  their  statutes. 
Utility  has  been  repeatedly  publicly  and  officially  recog- 
nized but  as  vet  it  has  not  been  made  oblisratory  with 
the  penalty  attached  by  aU  assessors  tn  any  state,  as  we 
think  it  should  be  in  all  states. 

The  plan  of  UtUlty  possesses  this  distinct  advantage 
over  anv  and  all  other  known  pUns  in  existence;  it 
demands  a  definite,  known,  uniform  amount  in  each 
valuation:  all  other  plans  are  based  on  a  mere  guess, 
from  conflicting  opinions  and  possess  an  uniinown,  in- 
definite  amount  in  each  valuation.  Hence  we  believe  it 
Is  a  positive  fact  that  the  plan  of  utility  is  the  only 
known  plan  which  can  and  does  in  each  instance,  without 
error,  produce  nMform  wUue.  Uniform  r<iiur  hexn^x  an 
imperative  statutory  requirement,  all  plans  which  do  not 
and  can  not  even  approach,  much  less  produce  or  con- 
form to  this  universal  statutory  requirement  have  no 
moral  or  legal  right  to  be  used  in  the  v^^S  o£Pr**gf 
anywhere.   In  UtUlty  we  have  a  pl«i  vrtiK^i  fiivor 
none  and  hmn  none.  It  wffl  and  w  only  he  Suat  to 
all  alike 

WE  ASK  FOR  STATU  LEXJIfiUlTXON.   As  a  general 
property  tax,  any  state  putting  in  th^r  statute  the  sub- 
stance of  our  toj^ation  requiring  awom  annual  statement 
of  the  true  and  correct  average  monthly  rentol  val«e  or 
earnings  to  be  made  to  the  county  assessor  betwejm  the 
1st  and  20th  day  of  May  of  each  year  ^ rom  both  ttie 
property  owner  or  hia  agent,  and  from  each  of  bis  ten- 
antCor  all  contractual  parties,  penalizing  false  aUt^ 
meats  by  imprisonment.    The  ordinary  fine  will  not  be 
effective,  becamw  corporations  and  the  "ch  may  take 
rhances  on  buying  or  influencing  ^^^^  tTeedoTa,t^eX>y 
nullifying  the  statute.   The  Tax  Schedule  aa  sworu  W 
must  include  the  proM  *o*al  mmual  rent  or  probable  rent 
or  earnings,  if  vacant  or  non-use.  then  the  assessor  wiU 
have  no  trouble  in  fairly  and  uniformly  capitalWng 
the  rent  or  earnings  at  a  much  lower  per  cent  after 
having  made  due  allowance  for  tare,  collection,  insur- 
ance repairs,  vacancy,  etc.).  to  correctly  aacertoin  the 
full  net  cash  value,  and  to  properly  apply        Uix  levy. 
THE  NET  RENTAL  VALUBMUSTNO^^ 
BE  DETERMINED  BY  BITHBRTHE  OWNBR,  AGENT 
OR  TENANT,  because  each  might  have  a  different  basts 
of  computing  the  same.   While  the  assessor  must  have 
and  use  the  same  pw  c«it  and  haala  in  ascertaining 
the  difference  betvireen  the  GROSS  returns  and  the  NET 
VALUE,  thereby  rendering  uniform  Justice  to  all  alike. 
THE  RENT  RATIO  and  the  ASSESSED  RATIO  of  value 
of  each  pleoe  of  prqperty  mUBt  he  approzUnntely  the 

^^TrT'the  past  the  mothod  or  ayst^  or  rather  a  lack  « 

want  of  method  or  system,  has  been  any  way  to  raM 
a  lot  of  revenue  (largely  at  the  dicUtion  and  dispoaai 
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f>r  mtntlrians)  for  purposes  of  taxatten,  vimler  the  false 
^eS  of^ompivins  with  the  rtatutes  and  constitutions 
oJ  the  various  states,  bearing  on  all  aMk«  and  re«denng 
mttmm  value  to  ea.h,  instead,  it  has  ^^een  not  unl  Ke 
tte  of  bli...!  man  s  buff.  grop^S  ii^J^  da'-ks  cau^h 

2  S  can,  a  guess,  an  Inordtnate.  egjrttetlcal  optotam 
br  Uke  aawssor,  his  deputies,  agents,  etc.,  to  the  effect 
what  lews  GOES  and  It  has  been  GOING  In  the  past 
just  as  If  It  were  law  and  right    „    ^    ,  , 

ntmty  Is  right  and  it  fulfills  all  the  law  demands. 
HenVf  al  M«.S8ora  In  aU  states  under  the  general 
Hence,  ail  a»w  nermanently  enjoined  by  the 

Slffl  at  ornef  o^  att^neT^neral  and  prohibited  from 
usl^^y  other  method  or  system  o£  ascertaining  value 
This^U  at  one  Mow  destroy,  kill  and  prevent  all  the 
false  vwrnittog.  fraudulent,  criminal  and  autocratic 
methods  Ww  to  use  to  ascertain  values  for  any  pur- 
pose It  S  once  eetaWlsh  and  put  on  a  perfectly 
SOUND  SCIENTIFIC  BAMS  the  proper  method  of 

"Ta1e?9°!l*!iid1rto»rther  with  illustrated  scales  on 
to  date  clearirshow,  demonstrate  and  V^^^^?^' 
plan  1^  done  and  can  do  In  all  cases  correctly  with- 

*'*Pa^9  11  and  16,  together  with  Ulustrated  scales  on 

™rtT  owners  for  reducUon.  corr^tion  of  errors  etc 
?ecenUy  said,  The  plan  of  adding  5%  and  10%  to  the 
S  of  lots  in  the  middle  of  any  haalness  block  was 
S  ?air  Md  correct  in  principle  to  ascertain  the  cor- 
Ject  value  of  the  third  and  fourth  lots,  when  not  used 
m  connection  with  the  corner.   But  that  they  as  a  court 
6oord  could  not  correct  some  or  a  few  who  applied 
SSr  «)Trectlou  of  errom  on  thlB  hasis  y^thout  fear  of 
JStabUEliin^  a  rule  or  precedent  and  later  might  have 
tTMCTecl  many  Buch  errors  for  all  who  applied  and 
Sar"  would  ^  «»f«*r  to  those  who  did  not  apply  for 
correction.   Here  Is  an  admission  of  a  flagr^tandde- 
Diorable  error  and  injustice  which  is  denied  being 
riaSea  fOTfear  of  eommltting  a  second  error  and  In- 
Sl^^'ti  SoSSne  else,  each  being  inn^M^t  ofjrong 
doing-  the  crime,  error  and  injusUce  haring  be«»  per- 
•  MSfted.  Mmmitted  and  imposed  by  a  third  party^  Is 
t'^.^P^cew      re«K.ning  not  '^"li' 
not  eaual  to  a  Ufe-saving  crew,  refusing  to  throw  out  the 
lltfrltoew  attending  a  helping  hand  to  one  or  more  In 
mml^enrd™  of  drowning?    AttmptUig  toi^^^ 
their  acte  and  conduct  on  the  untenaMe.  feeWe  ana 
^ft^  buane  ground  that  it  would  not  6e  fa.r  to  save 
™tSSrwhrapplied  to  be  saved,  l^^^ll'l'l^l 
«ri  an  thla  was  dearly  impossible,  we  refused  to  save 
MT-  Irt^i^all  drowtt  in  violation  of  C07!^C*«W.  duty 
'Z'IfoTZtn  of  otpce.    Does  "^^t  official  conduct  of 
this  kind  tend  strongly  to  produce  anarchy?   to  tt  Mt 
outlaw  In  Itself  in  the  name  of  law?    No  court  naa 
?ur^^ct"nTauthority  to  right  wrongs  or  errors  untl 
ihpv  are  oroperly  brought  before  the  court,  it  is  not 
tte  duty  o^X  c^urt  to  go  out  upon  the  street  and  seek 
rrighYeach  man  s  grievance  without  being  asked  But 
it  is  the  sworn  duty  of  every  Judge  and  court  to  just  y 

should  make  them  eager  and  anxious  to  saw  «^  Is 
not  the  Mtering  to  and  doing  the  bidding  of  the  HIGH- 
mUPS^ven  to  thrcZAR  BOSS  prevenUng  JusUce  to 
^  m^  the  greatest  curse  of  civlli«a«on?  No  honest 
2^^ud«.%rtll  refuse  to  right  individual  crimes, 
^gs  aid^rr^  &st  and  coUectlvely  or  community 
wJo^s  or  grievances  when  opportunity  may  N° 
i^dee  can  go^beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  his  court  to  hunt 
UP  cas^of  the  outside.  But  when  they  come  before  the 
cou^l  ^ch  must  be  decided  on  its  own  standing  or  basis 
«^th^^ifflne  there  may  be  hundreds  or  thousands  of 

cases,  usuary  cases,  tort  caaee,  criminal  CM«,  etc. 


What  must  the  people  think  of  county  commissionen! 
or  members  of  th«  hoard  of  equalization  acting  as  Judges 
or  other  judges,  assessors  or  officials,  who  refuse  to  right 
one  or  more  cases  on  the  basis  of  their  just  merite. 
when  properly  brought  before  them,  because  they  unoffi- 
cially happened  to  know  of  many  other  similar  cases, 
which  should  be  righted  if  properly  brought  before  them, 
henee  they  refuse  to  right  any.  Are  not  all  such  judges 
and  officials  loaning  their  conscience,  their  office 
tneir  oJHci4a  conduct  to  aid  and  perpetuate  the  nnlYer- 
sally  admitted  present  existing  rotten  system?  Are 
thev  not  acting  in  the  interest  of  the  INTERESTS?  Are 
they  not  acting  and  going  outside  of  their  office  to  jpe- 
vent  a  dent  to  be  made  in  the  rotten  system?  Are  they 
not  acting  at  the  direct  or  Indirect  dicteUon  and  wiU  of 
the  HIGHER  UI*S— THE  BOSS?  Are  they  not  on  a  par 
with  a  life-saving  crew  in  mid-ocean  in  a  Titanic  dlM- 
ter  who  turn  their  backs,  pass  by  on  the  other  side 
and  give  the  cold  shoulder  to  the  few,  whom  they  m^t 
easily  save  from  drowning,  because  it  is  apparent  they 
cannot  save  all?   Is  this  B<>v*^J?=^ent  or  is  K  mlsgov- 
ernment?   Is  it  law  or  Is  it  outlaw?  Is  It  not  poUtlM 
of  the  rankest  order?   Are  not  just  such  acts  and  con- 
duct on  the  part  of  officials  everywhere,  creating  discon- 
tent and  a  want  of  confidence  and  respect;  if  not  con- 
tempt for  official  acts  generally?   Pray,  how  are  we  to 
set  rid  of  a  rotten  method  or  system  dictated  ^i^d  pw- 
petuated  on  the  people  from  year  to  year  by  the  INTBR- 
^TS  AND  BOSS?   Shall  we  be  denied  the  privilege  of 
showing  up  its  weak  points,  its  Inaccuracies.  Its  errors, 
etc..  and  not  having  them  one  by  one  speedily  and  offi- 
cially corrected?   Does  not  all  modern  and  the  highest 
authority,  as  well  as  common  sense,  demand  that  we 
must  correct  eaeh  Individoal  wrong  or  ciims  first  and 
the  collective  or  community  wrongs  and  crim^  as  XJoBy 
appear?    It  has  been  well  said,  the  best  and  clearest 
thinking  Is  done,  not  by  those  holding  the  high  or  low 
political  offices,  but  by  the  'ank  and  flle^ho  have  tl^ 
to  think  and  are  free  from  the  Mas  of  penKmal  ambition 
and  the  restraints  Imposed  by  political  bargain  and 
trade    We  hope  this  will  start  the  people  to  thinking 
In  the  right  direction,  for  their  own  B^-preswvation 
and  interest.    It  will  mean  untold  g«>d  results  if  it 
receives  fair  and  unbiased  consideration.  We  might  add 
many  testimonials  from  the  highest  authorities,  both 
from  home  and  abroad  in  commendation  of  speedily 
adopting  the  common  sense  plan  of  UTILITY,  but  this 
we  deem  unnecessary.  ,  .  *u 

Refusal  to  correct  errors  and  Justly  equalize  the  indi- 
vidual case  when  It  is  properly  presented  to  the  board.  Is 
not  only  an  injustice,  but  it  Is  flying  In  the  face,  setUng 
at  naught  and  therebv  nullifying  the  Ohio  law  recenUy 
adopted  in  Colorado  and  many  other  states,  which  coti- 
pels  the  assessor  to  correct  errors  and  Justly  equalize 
any  assessment  according  to  its  true  value,  and  on  f wl- 
nre  80  to  do  he  is  subject  to  a  fine  and  forfeiture  of  fitt 
THESE  ERRORS  MUST  BE  CORRECTED  AT 
ONCE,  and  cannot  be  denied  FOR  FEAR  OF  LESSEN- 
ING OR  INCREASING  the  general  revenue  or  for  any 
Qth^  reason  can  they  be  carried  forward  to  be  corrected 
the  next  year  or  the  next.  etc..  because  the  Bameerrors, 
or  other  errors  perhaps  worse,  may  reappw  frOT 
to  year.  This  slipshod,  unjust  method  would  practically 

p^v^^^^  the  correcting  of  any  ^^I^^^^.^^^^l^^ 
OT  under  assessment    If  the  Board  wlU 
nUmAr  enerKV   Vigilance  and  judicial  care  BY  COR- 
g^?^[NG  -nfE  SSlMON,  S^Gli^TjNAUSEA^^^ 
ROTTEN  UNDERVALUATIONS  ^^.^J^^J^^y 
NBR  OWNERS,  they  will  have  a  BIG  [GIGANTIC) 
SURPLUS  at  their  disposal  to  very  ^^''^^^''^^ 
offset  and  muke  whole  all  other  errors.   The  past  his- 
tory and  all  human  experience  points  clearly  and  oon- 
d^slvely  to  the  BALD.  COLD  FACT  that  it  has  been 
the  medium  class  and  poor  who  have  been  unmercifully 
imposed  upon  by  over  assessments,  -"^^ye/he  mmense^ 
^fothomable  under  assessments  have  fall^  ^Jg^^ 
Se  broad,  strong  shoulders  itf        RICH  COBNTO 
OWNERS 

The  RENT  RATIO  of  corner  land  'e^f^'T"*' 
the  adjoining  land  value  may  vary  from  one  to  six  timM 
W  >5«^'?S  MBW  lUTK)  Wd  th.  AflSBSfflSP  RATIO 


4S 


OF  VALUE  Of  each  piece  of  property  must  be  approrf- 


njately  the  same  to  produee  la-nM  or  uniform  value; 

for  example: 

Lots  NOB.  1  and  2.  Blk.  161.  B.  D..  eWn  ^ 

■  80  days  (ground  floor  only)..-  '^T  * 

Lots' Nos.^  and  4  Blk.  161  E.  D..  earn  each 
30  days  (ground  floor  only)  **' ■ 


Hence  1  and  2  lay  aside  each  month  more  than 

3  and  4  ^ 


In  12  months,  or  1  year,  1  and  2  have  a  «w1ub 

cash  more  than  3  and  4  VV'^i'ln  orfv 

Yet  the  present  assessor  says  poor  1  and  2  can  only 


i«tord-to'pay  on  sb  ^j^^io'ef  I'n. 

1  ind  4  must  nay  on  an  ASSBbbH^u  uaiiw 
Here  is  a  pla  n  case  where  1  and  2  escape  paytog  taxes 
m  a  WMter  value  than  on  which  it  pays.  In  the  name 
n?  ?oTwhv  Should  1  and  2  be  required  to  pay  on  A 
Ac«UsFD  RATIO  than  3  and  4.  when  they 
mo«  than  f!vE  TIMES  GREATER  VALUE  In 
^^.crmonth?   Nearly  $10,000  «»«"^  one  year 

1  and  2'Zy  pay 'onW-VinVtiii- ii:::::::::: 


1  and  2  escape  payment  on  a  84,326.09 

1  and  2  rent  receipts  f«r  1  year  tsrowid  floor  ^^^^^^^ 

1  and'^2  as^ssmeit  oa  vaiuatiM  oj  ttand  • 
only)  n61.W«.  at  IM  P«  $t»MO.   


Net  » 

3  and  4  rent  recelpte  for  1  ^•".g.oooo 

(ground  floor)    .,.»A400.uo 

3  and  4  assessment  on  valuaUOT  UMW 

only)  |81.«70k  at  »*  P«  W-WW-  «»J^06M0 


Net     $1.8n.oo 

NSrr  RENT  RATIO.  $1,331  vs.  $6,822,  is  5.12- 
Why^hould  1  and  2  pay  nothing  o»i  .^l^^^S"  °J 
48*  Why  should  1  and  8  not  pay  (34  per  $1,000 
i^*'^,;aUon  of  $84.32C,  or  $2,S67  --e  than  they^e 
ZZ^T  T^ov^n^  for  1912  taxes  as  assessed  by  the  present 
a^sso7'  TwI  may  s^  perfecOy  astounding,  yet  it 
a  Jal  part  of  the  story.  It  ^l^^P^^f^"^ 
onpTornw  There  are  hundreds,  yes,  thousands  of  slin- 
Zr  caseffn  every  large  city  In  the  United  SUt^^  Do^ 

I^mMve  nSssiVT  o^f  a^^T™EtS« 

^X^clfarS'^'abuIat.on,  the  unanswerahle  de«. 
onltMitlon  of  the  truth  by  the  figures  and  conclnslons 
a?K  at  cm  thlB  page,  we  believe,  have  never  fai  ert 
"  co^ince  anyfelr-mlnded.  duly  1'«l«ti.f"''°  SL'^ 
iSllty.  the  susceptibility  and  the  aheolute  falmees 

''^Tn^^.lnTZrlTTmor.  fully  and  pre.e,UU 

£"^ev^n  «  'nt^LTar^t^ 

^'Itt'^he^Sle  orthe  world  ^o  t^^ar^t^l»^ 
Kriously  abwt  the  VtilUv  pUm  of  umOtM 


We  should  be  independent  and  should  do  some  fredi 
thinking  for  ourselves  It  Is  easy  to  aeoept  the  conunon- 
K  «^ror,  but  that  means  that  you  are  not  thinking: 
?htt  yoVare  bound  up  by  what  is  behind  you.  The  plan 
of  ascertaining  any  kind  of  value  for  .ffsessment  and 
taxation  from  mere  opinion  Is  Indefensibly  wr°ng 
^Um  is  that  which  is  based  on  mere  sale  value,  or  the 
IS^lti^OT  or  Unit  8yat«n  ot  taxation.  o<f  naittMM. 

If  we  are  cowards,  willing  to  anbmlt^to  any  outra^ 
and  abuse  by  error,  then  graft.  Mid  the  wkked^ 
ence  of  poliUcians  will  prevail.  Our  prohlem  ia  aJteM 
of  ns,  ohsoJete  theories  will  never  solve  them. 

Resignation.  Impeachment  and  recaU  are  always  opra, 
and        i^e  hoS^able  and  etfectlte  remedy 
^«eent  and  ftitnre  wrong  doing  of  aU  iai*d» 
office  holders. 

Yet  this  has  been  the  most  ooButton.  Sagrant,  hra»n 
and  deSintn^loe  In  the  past,  by  showing  spectal 
?aVnr  and  nrivilece  to  the  rich  corner  owners,  by  asaew- 
fSI  their  CORNER  AT  A  LOW  RATIO  OF  VALUE 

l^  t^  MBMslng  INSIDE,  MIDDLE  AND  CHEAPER 
^tI^aTT  hIgHER  RATIO  OF  VALUE;  thereby 
deWidlng  tid  wrongfully  taking  from  the  medium 
S^nd  from  the  poor  widow  and  Her  children  mi.ch 
STwhlch  in  all  fairness  and  Justice  they  Bhould  not 
My.  simply  in  order  that  the  owners  of  tt««»^'«T 
Enable  comer  loU  .may  speedily  grow  richer  by  en- 
th^lv  esraplng  payment  on  a  large  part  of  their Jurt 
valuations  each  year.   Shame,  shwne  on  all 
^ons  people  who  wUl  not  play  fair  or  try  to  give  a 
™e  deal,  but  seek  and  accept  special  privilege  and 
Uke  undue' advantage  of  all  ShaU 
nubile  wrong  with  the  never-falling  remedy    CURB  Ob 
POTLICITY"?     PLENTY  OF  LIGHT  AND  PUBLIC 
OPINION  cannot  he  home  long  hy  any  wrong  doer,  and 
if  persisted  In  will  always  enforce  a  confession  or  con- 
vlcUon.    There  is  no  moral  credit  to  be  derive^  In  a 
.  Iholce  between  thieves.   Graft  Is  one  of  the  offshoots 
Sf  the  neTer-failing.  grasping,  cunning  u«|«;«P^ 
nolitldan.  It  is  generally  in  the  dark  that  graft  comes 
it  ^  only  flourish  or  kin  when  It  strikes  from 
tSibush.   Does  it  require  overwhelming  numbers  to  en- 
fwce  respect  for  one's  rights,  or  explanations  ««t  do 
Explain;  or  confiscaUon  of  private  ■'"'"'^'J-.^^^'f '  | 
special  class,  exempting  ^"n'e  »°^dla»bllng  oth^ 
it  tenable  to  longer  accept  the  POLITICAL  JOKM  610- 
tetrfby  the  BOSS,  "This  is  not  the  method  or  system 
wf^rfu^ngr-    If  not.  why  not?  •Sfg^JS 
honest  system?    There  has  been  only  one 
iirtSf  thi  OTIUTY  SYSTHH.  Tl«.:  It  te  t«o  l»»e«t  for 
the  dishonest. 

The  BOSS  is  not  to  be  feared  as  in  the  part.   He  h 
oJy  OM      your  neighbors,  executing  and  doing  the 
autocraSc  will  of  the  INTERESTS  or  secretly  constl- 
tuted  Board  of  Directors  whose  Klentlty  Is  veiled  to  the 
mMsef  but  well  known  to  the  poHUclans    If  you  wish 
SXd  them,  spar-h  out  the  banker  who  has  "JfJor 
t?ol  Md  ^  of  the  puWic  revenue,  then  search  out  the 
pri,l^t^  manai^  of  *  few  «t  the  lairest  q«a^ 
nubile  utility  corporations  in  each  community.  TWs 
"bundi'-never  work  in  the  light  or  open,  -Ij^y*  »«  ^« 
dirk  «>  b«ihlnd  their  thick  walls,  in  se"«tL  they 
SSt  ttofe  special  delight  in  doling  out  the  offl«»  to  the 
^Itt^  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  whom  thw 
S^o^te.  dictate  to  and  regulate  just  as  pawns  or 
S??'   Do^heyTot  generally  own.  dlctote  or  control  the 
POljCY  of  the  leading  pressT 


Chapter  14 

A  Dream  Which  Is  Cmmng  True  -  UtiUty  Universal 


T«  «  MTtaln  sense  all  tax  or  tarift  w  a  t>urden,  owing 


or  burdensome,  BUT  16  STMPI.Y  AN  HONKST  ^- 
CHANGE  OF  VALUB  IN  SERVICE.    The  government. 
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txchani;e  nnd  no  burden.  The  long  vexed  problem  in  all 
taxation  or  tariff  has  been  to  get  rid  of  discrimination. 
There  are  always  some  wlio  seek  In  devious  ways  favor- 
itism and  special  privilege,  which  up  to  this  time  has 
been  the  bane  and  curse  of  all  taxation.  FAVORITISM 
BY  UNDER  VALUATION  and  especially  of  large  and 
organized  capital,  is  one  of  the  greatest,  if  not  the  great- 
est, danger  to  all  organized  forms  of  government  every- 
wbere  in  existence  today.  This  casts  and  forces  the 
great  and  immense  loss  of  tax  from  the  comparatively 
few  rich  on  to  the  shoulders  of  the  many,  viz.,  the  mid- 
dle class  and  poor,  who  today  are  bearing  the  great 
and  nndue  burden  of  all  taxation.  Are  not  the  rich  ever 
active,  organized  or  comblntfii  to  employ  nnscrupnlona 
lawyers  or  others  to  evade  payment  of  their  just  share 
of  taxes?  Are  not  the  middle  class  and  poor  passive, 
unorganized  and  as  Individuals  eannot  afford  to  contest 
in  the  courts  their  separate  and  individual  confiscations? 
Uence  have  to  bear  their  own  burden,  in  addition  to  the 
great  burden  wblch  the  ricb  escape  by  having  their 
property  undervalued.  What  the  mass  of  the  people 
need  at  the  present  time  is  not  temporary  but  permanent 
orfKOUeation.  By  fearless,  sincere  advocates,  not  timid, 
weak-ltneed.  hyiiocritical  pretenders,  but  bold,  forceful 
orators  like  Paul,  to  proclaim  the  truth  from  the  house- 
tops, tlood  each  community  with  PLEXTY  OF  LIGHT 
AND  REASON.  Then  we  will  all  see  FAVORITISM 
ANT)  SPECTAb  PRIVILEIG-B  Cringe,  shrink  to  the  back- 
ground, wither  and  die,  Lecausp  it  and  no  other  wrong, 
uublic  or  private,  can  long  withstand  the  great  pressure 
of  constant  terrific  inuminatlon.  Tia.,  PUBUC  OPINION. 

Our  plan  of  taxation,  BASED  ON  UTILITY  JUSTLY 
EQUALIZED,  is  the  plain  shortcut  and  indeed  the  ONLY 
SANB,  SAFB  AND  RBUABliB  ICBTHOD  OP  ASCER- 
TAINING UNIFORM  VALUE.  There  is  nothing  compli- 
cated about  It;  it  depends  upon  ABSOLUTE  TRUTH, 
DBMONSTRABUS,  POSITIVE  KNOWLEDGE  AS  A 
BASTS.  It  possesses  no  tindue  inquisitorial  features^ 
as  is  claimed  of  a  general  income  tax.  Our  plan  is  not 
a  general  Income  tax,  by  any  possible  construction  or 
interpretation.  We  simply  use  this  POSITIVE  KNOWL- 
EDGE or  information  of  UTILITY  JUSTLY  EQUAL- 
ISSBD,  of  -value  of  the  ground  floor  only  to  justly  com- 
pare and  ascertain  the  exact  uniform  value  of  all  lots, 
etc.,  etc.  BECAUSE  THIS  IS  THE  ONLY  CORRECT 
MEASURING  TAPE  WHICH  TS  ELASTIC  ENOUGH 
TO  EXACTLY  FIT  ANY  PIECE  OF  PROPERTY,  NO 
MATTER  WHAT  SHAFd  OR  WHBRB  LOCATED. 
WTH  ABSOLUTE  HONESTY  AND  FAIRNESS.  Not 
long  since  we  all  believed  an  Interstate  Commerce  Com- 
mtSBion  wonld  be  &  dangereas  thing,  because  it  would  be 
too  iiiquisitorioi  and  iroald  surely  he  controlled  hy  the 
railroads.  In  ezperieaee  this  forecast  has  not  proveti 
true.  I^fkewise,  Interstate  Trade  Commission  or  other 
Federal  regulation  of  trusts,  etc..  would  have  horrified 
most  of  us;  but  today  most  people  seem  to  favor  some- 
thiBg  of  tbe  sort.  Does  not  THE  SAME  LOGIC  that 
brought  railroads  and  is  bringing  industry  under  fed- 
eral sunervision  point  inevitably  to  NO  UNDUE  IN- 
QUISITION of  their  accounts,  books,  public  or  private 
affairs?  This  is  and  will  be  a  gigantic  aid  in  fixing 
UNIFORM  VALUE.  WHETHER  FOB  TAXATION 
or  sale  of  securities,  possessing  the  stamp  of  Federal, 
state  or  municipal  recognition  of  real  value.  No  honest 
person  will  or  can  have  just  cause  or  objection  t6  any 
undue  inquiries  our  plan  of  taxation  may  impose,  oad 
for  the  dishonest  it  will  help  to  make  them  honest. 

It  bas  been  suggested  tbat  tbe  most  interesting  criti- 
cism of  a  book  would  be  that  written  Openly  and  hon- 
estly by  the  author  himself.  It  is  this  Illuminative  self- 
crttlciem  wbicb  ^Yes  T«lue  to  tbe  analysis.  Of  course, 
tbe  autbor  should  sign  his  own  name  to  his  criticism 
or  review,  and  where  this  is  conscientiously  done  there 
sboald  be  profit  in  permittli^  him  to  express  his  own 
opinion  of  his  own  work.  Because  he  shotild  know, 
and  probably  does  know,  the  real  worth,  the  merits  and 
the  demerits  of  his  own  work  better  than  anyone  else. 
This  we  consider  sufficient  justification,  after  being 
denied  the  PRESS,  for  acting  in  tbe  capacity  of  our 
own  critic  and  press  agent.  With  this  idea  we  ivant  to 
get  the  m^Um  to  mite  in  a  cctoperdtive,  international 


irorld-emhracing  system  of  gathering  ^ta  from  the  bene- 
fits of  UTILITY  and  giving  it  to  all  the  people,  every- 
where without  distortion,  color,  favor  or  prejudice.  The 
plan  of  UTILITY  is  destined  to  free  the  bondmen  of  the 
Soutb,  of  tbe  North,  of  tbe  Bast  and  of  tbe  West;  not 
only  of  one  country,  but  of  all  countries.  Its  universal 
mission  is  to  remove  the  unjust  galling  yoke  of  slavery, 
to  free  tbe  bondmen  of  the  world.  Utility  will  take  a 
definite  place  aa  a  potent  force  for  uplift  and  economy. 
When  you  come  to  sum  up  its  benefits,  it  probably  will 
be  tbe  greatest  known  buman  benefaction. 

Professor  .  president  of  the  University 

ot   ,  said  he  wished  to  ask  me  a  few  perti- 
nent questions.    Is  not  Utility  in  itself  a  Napoleonic 
idea?   We  think  it  is  an  idea,  perhaps  composei  of  an 
equal  mixture  or  a  happy  blend  between  Napoleon  and 
Wagner,  both  being  acknowledged  as  strong  individual 
characters.    Over  one-quarter  of  a  century  ago,  when 
we  received  our  diploma,  we  were  asked  by  tbe  dean  and 
president  of  the  college  to  lay  aside  WAGNER  and  be  a 
NAPOLEON.   This  for  reverence  of  parental  reasons  we 
could  not  do.   If  what  you  claim  is  fact  and  truth  (and 
we  believe  it  is),  viz.,  that  there  is  only  one  correct 
method  of  ascertaining  uniform  value  for  all  purposes 
as  clearly  reasoned  out,  proven  and  demonstrated  in 
your  treatise  on  Taxation  based  on  Utility,  including 
tbe  supplement  to  the  same — ^if  this  method  is  univer- 
sally adopted,  as  you  claim  it  should  i>e.  will  it  not 
REVOLUTIONIZE  THE  WHOLE  SUBJECT  01-^  TAX- 
ATION?   Yes— it  will  standardize  value.    It  will  uuify 
and  simplify  tbe  method  of  ascertaining  »ll  value.  It 
will  teach  the  masses  of  the  human  family  the  differ- 
ence between  price  and  value.  VALUE  is  a  known  fixed 
quantity.   PRICE  is  vacillating,  uncertain  and  mislead- 
ing; it  cannot  be  depended  upon  in  fixing  or  ascer- 
taining value  for  any  purpose.    How  will  it  affect  the 
general  revenue?    UTILITY  will  add  millions,  yes,  bil- 
lions of  dollars'  worth  of  assessable  value  to  property, 
hotb  real  and  personal,  tbrougbout  tbe  world.  UTILITY 
Trtll  seek  out  and  bring  to  the  bright  light,  with  its 
never  failing  vigilance  and  energy,  vast  stores  ( not  from 
Uie  golden  caves  of  tbe  Arabian  Knigbts  or  by  use  of 
Aladdin's  Lamp  or  by  any  dream  of  mythology)  of  con- 
cealed or  partially  concealed  or  covered  up  wealth.  What 
per  cent  of  vtflue  do  you  estimate  will  be  added  io  the 
GENERAL  REVENUE  for  purposes  of  taxation?  This 
is  a  hard  question  to  answer  in  a  few  sentences  or  a 
paragraph,  but  we  believe  it  to  be  perfectly  safe  and 
fully  within  the  bounds  of  reason  and  good  judgment 
to 'reasonably  anticipate  an  added  value  of  one-fourth 
or  25%  on  an  average  throughout  all  foreign  countries. 
The  UTILITY  SYSTEM,  properly  applied  and  rigidly 
enforced,  should  do  much  better  in  tbe  Vnited  States: 
here  we'believe  one-third  or  33%%  on  a  general  average, 
and  in  some  states  we  see  no  good  reason  why  fully 
one-half  or  50%  should  not  be  added  to  the  state's  value 
for  purposes  of  general  taxation.  In  jEQ^al  CAses  per^ 
haps  from  100  to  800%. 

'mil 'tbe  system  of  UTILtTY,  efltelenUy  administered, 
not  be  the  greatest  benefaction  and  boon  tbe  world  has 
ever  known?  For  honesty,  equity  and  fair  play  we  be- 
lieve it  Will,  by  putting  every  living  soul  who  pays 
taxes  on  the  same  square  basis  of  facts.  We  perceive 
your  ideas  on  this  subject  are  all  protected  by  copyright; 

instance,  if  the  United  States  alone  could  not  secure 
the  use  of  the  Utility  System  as  expounded  by  you,  what 
would  you  consider  a  fair  price  for  the  right  of  the 
United  States  to  perpetually  use  it?  I  do  not  know; 
it  is  not  for  sale;  it  possesses  too  great  an  HUMANI- 
TARIAN IDEA  to  be  valued  by  our  uncertain,  vacil- 
lating monetary  standard  or  measured  in  gold.  Yet 
we  are  not  unmindful  of  what  we  believe  to  be  a  fact, 
viz.,  a  small  rate  of  commission,  or  compensation  for 
the  reasonable,  actual  and  potential  benefits  which  the 
United  States  alone  must  and  will  inevitably  derive 
because  of  our  TTTTtilTT  STflTeH  of  taxation,  would 
perhaps  he  greater  in  money  value  than  the  .T.  P.  Mor- 
gan estate  is  today.  (This  and  the  previous  chapter 
were  written  in  1912.)  Should  this  be  our  lot  to  receive, 
wbicb  we  have  never  craved,  it  would  only  add  much 
care  mid  responsibility  in  properly  and  judiciously  dis- 


posing of  the  same.  However,  we  are  so  constituted,  we 
believe  we  could  do  this  without  so  much  as  changing 
one  of  the  fast-appearing  silver  hairs  of  our  head.  It 
cannot,  it  will  not  be  put  in  sny  of  tbe  worlds  marts 
for  barter  or  sale,  at  any  price.    It  shall  and  will  be 
our  work  of  honesty,  truth,  love  and  we  hope  peace  to 
all  mankind.    But  did  it  not  cost  you  much  time  and 
money  to  produce  it,  to  introduce  it  and  to  bring  it  up 
to  the  present  workable  stage?   Yes,  it  has  taken  years 
and  it  will  perbftpa  cost  much  more  time  and  money 
before  we  can  reasonably  hope  to  see  it  generally 
adopted,  and  especially  in  some  foreign  countries.  It 
tbe  United  States  government  should  see  fit  to  officially 
recognize  it,  would  you  consider  or  accept  compensation 
for  your  years  of  preparation  and  now  producing  tbls 
technicid  work?    We  have  not  thought  of  that,  but 
should  our  American  Congress  at  Wbshington  so  honor 
our  feeble,  humble  effort,  yet  high  humanitarian  aim, 
we  as  a  free-born  (Ohio,  born  in  a  log  cabin)  American 
citizen,  would  not  only  feel  highly  honored,  profoundly 
grateful,  for  sucb  broad-minded  esteem  and  respect,  but 
we  should  consider  ourselves  very  ungrateful  and  un- 
American  to  resent  any  purely  voluntary  action  taken  on 
behalf  of  any  such  an  honorable  and  distingniBbed  body. 

WILL  UTILITY  not  produce  a  great  sensation  when 
it  becomes  generally  known,  when  you  freely  give  it  to 
the  ERB8S?  We  do  not  know.  It  should  produce  great 
interest  We  have  had  no  experience  with  grinding  out 
and  properly  solving  technical  problems  of  this  kind. 
Would  you  consent  to  offer  UTILITY,  arguments,  rea- 
sons, etc.,  to  the  PRESS  making  the  highest  bid  for 
the  right  to  make  the  first  general  publication?  We 
might  consider  It;  sometimes  we  feel  the  necessity  for 
large  sums  of  medium  of  exchange,  notwithstanding  for 
many  years  we  have  lived  the  extreme  simple  life,  mostly 
on  our  housetop  In  God's  beautiful  sunshine,  pure  air 
and  humanly  alone,  but  never  lonely,  always  having 
been  what  we  hope  we  are  now  and  so  to  continue  to  the 
OTd.  a  conscientious  student/  Yes.  it  truly  wnuld  be  a 
sreat  mental  satisfaction  to  have  merited  and  received 
the  largest  sum  ever  paid  for  brain  work  of  this  kind. 
We  have  been  asked  to  give  the  first  choice  to  The  Sat- 
urday Evening  Post  of  Philadelphia  as  being  probably 
the  most  able,  willing  and  fair  in  judging  all  the  b«ie- 
flts  and  fixing  the  amount  to  be  paid  to  the  peoples 
servant    Tbe  plan  of  Utility  seems  to  be  the  most 
practical,  fair  and  Just  method  in  raising  revenue  for 
a  general  propertv  tax-  After  much  study  and  carefully 
analyzing  the  general  income  tax  plan,  the  single  tax 
plan  and  many  other  mixed  plans,  we  cannot  in  truth 
say  as  much.   Some  of  their  tenets,  arguments  and  rea- 
sons are  unanswerable,  in  theory  beautiful,  but  in  tbe 
final  crucial  test,  according  to  our  best  judj^ment.  there 
is  not  one  of  them  which  can  or  will  be  able  to  prove 
satisfactory  in  a  just,  practical  or  feasible  way.  That 
is  to  give  each  taxpayer  exacily  what  they  are  entitled 
to  not  only  in  theory  but  in  fact,  year  in  and  year  out, 
in  good  times  and  In  bard  times,  keeping  exact  step 
with  tbe  stationary  increase  or  decrease  of  value,  yet 
always  stable  and  uniform,  according  to  exact  value. 
There  is  no  plan  but  UTILITY  which  can  do  this.  It 
is  considered  bi.shly  important  for  greatly  increaaing 
the  city  revenue  and  putting  the  valuation  of  comer 
land  vtOue  and  inside  or  middle  lots  land  value  UPON 
ONE  COMMON  BASIS.     HAVING  ONE  BASIS  FOR 
VAI.U1NG  CORNER-  LOTS  AND  ANOTHER  BASIS 
FCHt  VALUlNa  IN8IDB  LOTS,  is  not  only  fraudulent; 
it  is  confiscation  and  larceny  in  the  name  of  law.  This 
is  in  very  common  practice.    Is  it  not  golw 
IB  It  not  a  high  crime,  fully  deserving  of  ihe  wmflt 
and  highest  penalty  known  to  the  law? 

Hany,  yes,  more  than  forty  years  ago,  in  speaking  of 
the  AmeHcan  tariff  and  aU  forms  of  revenue  or  taxatlmtt 
for  governmental  purposes,  one  of  my  most  rererea 
teachers,  the  late  Hon.  Thomas  M.  Cooley.  said  to 
the  <me  who  makes  the  most  practical  and  useful  appli- 
cation of  "RELATIVK  VALUE  OR  UNIFORMITY  OF 
TAXATION"  would  probably  be  the  worlds  greatest 
benefactor,  that  is.  giving  to  each  man  his  just  due  of 
the  value  burden.  Now,  tbls  idea  has  been  smouldering 
in  one  corner  of  my  bralSl  ever  atoco*  And  lar  tftft  iwt 
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twenty  years  it  bas  been  growing  stronger  and  stronger. 
Hence  if  you  please,  consider  me  the  medium  and  give 
all  credit  to  this  most  wonderful  brain  and  master  mind 
working  to  and  ihrouph  me.  for  carrying  forward,  un- 
folding, developing,  we  hope  to  iU  full  fruition,  thte 
pyramidal  or  Gibraltar  Idea  pur^  on  its  merit  or  sub- 
stance and  not  from  any  literary  or  rhetorical  flourishes. 

With  the  introduction  in  1911  of  the  Somers  or  Unit 
System  of  taxation  by  tbe  then  assessor  in  the  bMnesa 
portion  of  Denver,  the  galling,  lopt^ided  burden  of  IM 
so-caUed  scientific  application  of  relative  or  uniform 
value  became  unbearable.   This  set  us  to  active  worh 
and  after  careful  study  and  much  deliberation  in  analys- 
ing this  and  many  other  meUiods  now  in  use  by  assess- 
ors in  many  of  our  large  American  <aUes  and  some  for- 
eign countries,  severe  protest,  sharp  criticism  and  gen- 
eral condemnation  was  and  is  the  only  sane  or  rational 
conclusion  we  could  arrive  at.  which  resulted  in  giving 
to  the  people  our  taxation  based  upon  Utility.   And  now 
that  we  are  compelled  to  act  as  our  own  press  agent 
and  critic  combined,  is  reaUy  the  only  excuse  we  have 
or  need,  in  following  this  idea  up  with  a  detaUed  sup- 
Dlement,  our  Taxation  Nos.  2  and  3.  in  ^pounding 
and  maMns  perfecUy  clear  all  the  technical  ideas,  so 
that  the  masses  may  readily  understand.    The  Somers 
or  Unit  System  has  not  been  used  in  Denver  by  tne 
present  assessor,  who  claims  to  have  assessed  on  a 
one-third  valuation.   However,  if  you  multiply  his  fig- 
ures by  three  you  will  And  practically  the  same  results 
as  last  year,  1912,  and  especially  the  comers,  the  people 
having  to  bear  practically  tbe  same  nauseous  dose  of  the 
most  shameful  and  disgraceful  <diaracter  of  both  under 
and  over  valuation.  This  rotten  method  has  been  going 
on  in  all  the  large  citiea  tor  many  years.    It  remains 
tbe  same  regardless  of  whether  the  assessment  is  based 
on  a  full  cash  valuation  or  on  any  less  per  cent  of  a  imi 
cash  valuation.    In  Gods  name,  see  and  study  tl» 
reenltB  as  shown  on  page  11  of  our  Taxation  No.  l 
Why"  why?  whv  allow  millions  upon  millions  ol  dol- 
lars' worth  of  corner  value  to  escape  all  taxation  from 
year  to  year''    Why?  why?  why  favor  the  people  who 
can  best  afford  to  pay  their  honest  a^^fi^ij-  share  of 
the  tax  burden?  What  are  they  doing  or  what  have  they 
been  doing  to  merit  such  discrimination  in  their  favor. 
Are  they  not  monstrous  human  leeches  or  vampires  fat- 
tening oft  the  whole  community  and  returning  but  little 
for  what  thev  take?   Why  should  they  dictate  the  elec- 
tion and  control  of  the  assessor?    Why  should  they, 
through  tbe  assessor,  over-value  and  thereby  arbitrarily 
mulct  everv-  owner  of  inside  or  mid-'le  lots?    Are  not 
thrae  corner  owners  and  influeuces  small  in  numbers. 
YeSp  but  are  they  not  well  organised  for  their  benefit? 
Well  whv  do  not  the  many  owners  of  inside  lots  organ- 
ise and  they  could  easily  out-vote  the  comer  influence 
ten  to  one?  Why  do  they  not  get  together  and  pledge 
every  candidate  for  assessor  to  tbe  Utility  System? 
Why  not  give  tbe  comer  influence  Just  such  a  dose  as 
they  have  for  years  been  i^ivitig  their  immediate  nel^- 
bors,  all  the  inside  or  middle  lots?    Wh>-  not  reverse 
tbe  assessed  ratio  and  let  them  realise  how  it  feels, 
see  how  they  would  liKe  it?    Do  not  this  small  number 
of  individuals  "run  every  town,**  dictate  the  polu  y  and 
politics  of  nearly  every  dty  in  the  United  States?  Are 
they  not  avaricious  middlemen,  taking  all  the  proflU, 
etc?    Men.  men,  men,  middle  lot  owner^^.  up  and  at 
them:  organise,  or  at  lesart  have  a  definite  "niersiand- 
ing  tharTm  will  vote  FOR  NO  ASSESSOR  WHO  IS 
NOT  PLifiDGED  TO  PUT  INTO  EFFECT  THE  PLAN 
OPUTILITT;  do  this  and  we  will  beat  them  hands  down, 
ten  and  may  be  twenty  to  one.  Then  your  battle  iewon. 
This  is  the  sure,  sane  shortcut  to  permanent  reform 
everywhere.   Everybody,  get  bus>',  and  it  will  soon  be 
a  glorious  victory  and  triumph  of  nght  over  w^ai- 
Decency  and  honesty  over  rotten  politics  and  dtshon- 
esty     Law  over  outlaw.     Sanity   over  ins:in]ty.  To 
Ulustrate,  perhaps  the  most  inhuman  and  iniquitous 
piece  of  leglslaUon  recenUy  enacted  is  tbe  'oUowlnff 
reported  by  the  Denver  Republican.  April  9.  1913  viz.. 
"Abatements  or  rebates  of  taxes  exceeding  |oO.  by 
county  oommiflBlonflve,  t»  be  made  only  m  recommenda- 
tUmntHat  weSBor  «d  aw^w^  by  tbe  *a*  oommi*- 
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sion."  And  "Requiring  all  taxpayers  to  pay  taxes  before 
liUgating."  Doe»  UUb  not  point  straight  to  the  finger 
of  the  Colorado  Tax  Gommlasian  interesta  '^g^tySng," 
coaBU^flA^ttS  and  i»i«etically  eonftseatlagr  1^  pvmiitlaa 


errors  of  over-oaseaiment  from  being  sensibly  and  speed- 
ily conocted?  Is  It  not  an  absolute  denial  of  Jostlee 
vbero  tlie  INTERESTS  dictate  the  policy  and  acta  «f 
^  Hipcwnr  and  the  State  Tax  Commiflsion? 


Chapter  15 

A  Pka  for  tlie  Ideal 

or 

Govemmfflital  Ecmwiy  vs.  PoUtiGal  (Politics)  Economy 


What  would  every  American  citizen  of  today  think 
and  say  if  the  ofUcers  and  crew  of  a  large  modern  type 
of  passenger  ocean  steamer  was  summoned  for  assist- 
ance to  save  the  lives  of  many  who  were  about  to  perish 
In  mid-ocean,  similar  to  the  Titanic  disaster,  the  great 
steamer  checked  her  speed,  die  stopped,  the  properly 
manned  seaworthy  lifeboats,  on  each  was  plainly  written 
HUMANITY.  They  all  Quickly  proceeded  to  the  disas- 
ter, where  many  were  seen,  some  with  lifebuoys*  soma 
apparently  unconscious,  all  in  imminent  danger,  and 
those  who  could  were  asking  aid,  crying  out  for  Help!  . 
Help!  Help!  These  husky  erews,  calmly  looking  ovw 
the  situation,  decide  that  there  are  too  many  in  danger 
of  drowning  and  that  their  life-saving  boats  could  not 
accommodate  all.  So,  they  decide  it  would  be  unfair 
and  najuat  to  save  some  and  let  the  rest  perish.  They 
turn  a  deaf  ear  to  all  piteous  appeals  of  shrieks,  moans, 
death  strugg^,  u&d  pass  by  on  the  other  side.  These 
crews  in  the  fine,  dry,  comfortable  HUMANITY  life- 
boats return  to  the  great  mother  steamer  which  sent 
them  ont  and  report  to  the  obtain  and  officers'  the  true 
condition  as  they  saw  it.  Then  all  from  the  Higher-up 
down,  console  themselves  and  calm  their  consciences  by 
not  reporting  the 'disaster,  try  to  forget  the  haunting 
scenes,  stop  their  ears  to  prevent  ever  hearing  the  shrill 
screams  and  cries  for  mercy.  It  would  haTo  Incoii- 
veaienced  and  somewhat  bothered  officers,  cr&w  and 
passengers  of  the  great  ocean  liner,  had  many  of  them 
been  saved. 

Again,  we  ask  the  same  question.    What  would  any 
reasonable  or  sane  American  citizen  with  good  red  blood 
In  his  veins  think  and  say  aboot  such  conduct?  Would 
they  not  every  last  mother's  son  of  them  be  discredited, 
censured,  condemned  in  the  highest  degree  and  voted  the 
longest  and  most  sem^e  penalty  known?   Now,  let  ns 
draw  another  true  and  parallel  picture  and  then  justly 
balance,  weigh  and  compare  the  two.    We  are  all 
directly  or  indlreietly  aboard  and  sailing  on  the  great 
and  mighty  POLITICAL  SHIPS  OF  XATIOX,  stete  or 
city,  on  their  respective  oceans,  lakes  and  ponds.  At 
ptesent.  In  our  mtdat,  and  in  all  large  cities,  we  find 
the  civic  lake  or  pond  literally  filled  with  dying  and 
struggling  humanity,  many  with  life-buoys,  all  of-whioh 
are  leaded  and  over-weighted  with  unjust  value  burdens. 
In  the  name  of  HUMANITY  under  the  false  and  /rou^ 
lent  and  deceitful  way  of  allaying  and  appeasing  PUB- 
LIC OPINION,  the  mother  ship  or  craft  sends  out  life- 
boats, apparently  to  save  and  rescue  all  in  danger.  All 
slick  and  smooth,  neatly  numbered  and* labeled  to  cor- 
reiDond  to  the  various  different  departments,  one  of 
i^h  is  caUed  THE  BOARD  OF  EQUALIZATION, 
which  is  well  manned  by  seven  good  strong  and  weU- 
meanlng.  husky  seamen.    They  don't  have  to  row  far 
until  they  all  plainly  see  many  in  imminent  danger  and 
hear  thrfr  never-to-he-forgotten  cries  tor  mercy  and 
justice.  They  calmly  look  over  the  situation  and  with- 
out proper  thought  or  reason  decide,  because  so  many 
are  In  distress,  they  cannot  save  them  all,  it  would  there- 
fore he  unfair  to  save  any.    While  in  their  good.  dry. 
warm,  comfortable,  seaworthy  life-saving  boat  labeled 
BOARD  OF  HQUAUZATION  (meaning  equity)  a  few 
struggling  brothers,  attracted  by  the  promise  of  safety, 
by  the  meaning  of  the  bright  letters  on  the  life-boats,  lay 
hold  with  their  hands  and  demand  to  be  taken  aboard. 
In  answer  to  which  they  are  gently  but  firmly  told  by 
each  member  of  the  crew,  with  tears  in  their  eyes  and 
streaming  down  over  their  cheeks,  Brother*,  we  would 


Uke,  yes,  we  would  truly  love,  to  save  each  one  of  you. 
It  is  not  Innate  selahness,  cruelty  or  barbarity  that  we 
mnst  llrmftr  but  permanently  deny  It.  your  most  equitable, 
TOasonable  and  just  request.   It  Is  because  we  and  each 
of  us  are  only  one  cog  in  the  great  poUtical  machine^ 
We  are  all  subordinate  to  the  HIGHER-UPS.  and  in  turn 
the  HIGHER-UPS  are  subordinate  to  the  CHIEF,  CZAR* 
OR  HIGHEST  POLITICAL  BOSS,  who  receives  his  or- 
ders dlrecUy  or  indlrecUy  from  the  INTERESTS.   If  we 
granted  your  pleading,  humble,  and  merciful  and  just 
roquests,  we  would  have  no  possible  chance  of  political 
advancement.  There  would  be  no  Star  of  Promotion  for 
us.    We  would  be  charged  with  crossing  or  double- 
crossing  the  autocratic  wlU  of  the  HIOOTR-UPS.  We 
finally  say  to  our  Brothers  with  the  lifebuoys  and  the 
weights  around  their  necks,  struggle  on  and  perhaps  on 
our  next  voyage  next  month  or  next  year,  maybe  the 
rules  and  conditions  will  be  changTed,  so  that.  If  you 
are  then  stlU  afloat,  we  will  try  and  save  you  from  utter 
ruin,  fwm  hunger,  cold  or  dying.  This  promise  may  be 
repeated  to  appease  and  give  some  hope  but  UJe  wme 
old  way  goes  on  from  year  to  year.   After  a  time  our 
seared  and  hardened  faces  and  consciences  become  so 
humiliating  that  we  are  no  longer  able  to  squarely  look 
one  another  or  any  of  our  brothers  in  the  face.  wWh<»it 
KAtiging  our  heads  in  pitiful  shame  and  disgrace.  Then, 
we  are  each  quickly,  for  the  slightest  infraction  of  the 
HIGHER-UP  WILL,  replaced  by  a  younger  crop,  who  as 
yet  have  not  had  their  political  eyes  and  consciences 
i«»ened  and  fully  developed  to  the  unjust  dlscriminaUon 
between  right  and  wrong.    All  rights  reserved  (to  a 
first-class  cartoonist)  of  these  two  pictures.    What  Is 
the  matter  with  thfe  municipal  ship?  If  the  former  hulk, 
its  ways  and  conduct,  were  rotten,  the  latter  seems 
doubly  so.   Should  they  not  both  be  severely  condemned 
and  utterly  destroyed  from  the  face  of  the  earth?  Do 
not  both  pictures  show  human  ebancters  acting  as  offl- 
oers  and  agents  of  their  brothers  Wholly  devoid  of  all 
nrlnclple,  of  Christian  and  moral  training,  with  the  In- 
ordinate predominating  political  trait  of  Wuff  and  false 
courage  to  do  what  they  well  know  to  be  wrong  to  the 
bitter  end.    If  they  had  their  just  deserts,  would  they 
not  be  sent  to  the  house  of  correction,  a  good  reform 
school,  the  insane  asylum  or  the  state  penitentiary  for 
life'   Should  they  not  be  prevented  from  contaminating 
and  hwnniig  others?   Yet  In  spite  of  this  universally 
admitted  low  moral  and  deplorable  condlUon,  this  very 
type  of  politician  throughout  our  states  and  large  cities 
aro  seeking  renomlnatlon  and  elecUon  and  getting  them- 
selves again  and  again,  owing  to  many  unseen,  devious 
and  crooked  ways,  restored  to  positions  of  great  trust 
and  confidence  for  the  people.   Mind,  we  do  not  say  all 
politicians  are  of  this  type,  but  is  it  not  universally 
admitted  that  the  great  majority  are  wholly  Ineom- 
petent  and  not  fitted  by  nature,  habils,  training  or  ex- 
perience to  do  the  people's  work  properly.  Our  aim,  pur- 
pose and  fervent  prayer  is  to  ntandardi^e  character  and 
put  it  on  a  much  higher  basis  than  it  is  at  present,  not 
to  make  complaint,  find  fault  and  do  nothing,  but  to 
suggest  and  point  out  a  perf^y  plain,  feasible  and 
proper  remedy  to  permanently  remove  and  overcome 
many,  if  not  all,  these  errors  and  defects  which  evidently 
at  pveeent  lie  and  rest  in  the  «yf  <em>  or  rather  lack  of 
syatem.  but  in  any  old  tricky  or  other  way  to  usurp 
and  hold  the  oflSces  primarily  for  the  fees,  some  graft 
When  character  Is  once  raised  and  put  upon  the  high 
pedeital  ^  prkWlpUf  moral  cham/c^^  hon^tu  an4  in- 
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teaHiy  to  efflcienUy  and  justly  administer  government, 
then  the  self-styled  and  seeking  politician  the  rm-rafl. 
the  failures  and  the  ne'er-do-wells  in  private  alto^  wlU 
aU  drop  out.  because  they  do  not  posses  the  fitness  ana 
Snnot  show  or  prove  up  to  the  qualification  or  high 
character  to  justly  administer  the  SfJ^^^^^Sg 
the  people  demand.  This  will  raise  the  ««»»*«^.  ff^"" 
iM  oDIces  out  of  the  hands  and  far  above  and  beyond 
t^  WMh  of  the  self-seeking,  chronic,  professional  poll- 
SSajTand  place  all  the  offices,  both  elwtive  «nd  ap- 
poinUve,  In  the  governmental  category  and  In  the  hands 
ot  duly  fitted  and  qualified  agents  of  the  respective  gov^ 
ernments.  whether  national,  state,  county  or  J™ 
as  a  prosperous  successful  business  man  or  ^ouW 
select  Its  agenU  and  employees  on  the  basis  of  char- 
acter, fitness  and  efficiency,  as  has  heen  so  well  said  by 
Mr   J   P.  Morgan.  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie.  Mr.  Elbert 
Hubbard,  Mr.  Charles  M.  Schwab  and  .^^hw  suc- 

cessful huslnesa  men  la  vartens  walka  of  Ufe  and  en- 
terprise. ^  ,  ^ 
•  Now.  how  can  all  this  be  done,  how  can  it  be  brought 
about?  Easily,  In  a  simple,  bualneea-llke  method.  I-et 
each  community,  city,  etc.,  get  together,  appoint  a  n<m- 
salaried  cof»mi««on  of  one  hundred  of  their  most  intel- 
ligent, successful.  representaUve  bnalness  men  of  knojra 
and  Mtebllshed  character.  keet>  the  number  fuU  in  caae 
of  vacancy  from  any  cause,  in  the  same  way  Y^f/^^ 
commission  so  constituted  is  properly  organized,  It  will 
have  the  entire  confidence  of  the  entire  community. 

iBt—Let  it  he  distinctly  understood  that  it  l«  a  cow- 
mlstiofi  of  ifwmwment  cad  not  of  politics. 

2nd-In  due  time,  say  ninety  days  preceding  ^ch 
elecUon,  the  commission  shall  nominate  one  or  two 
and  not  to  exceed  three  persons  for  each  elective  office 
of  the  highest  fitness,  qualificaUon  and  character,  whose 
consent  they  shall  secure  to  fill 

s^e  the  people  If  elected,  the  one  receiving  the  hU9» 

vote  shall  be  declared  elected. 

3rd— Said  commission  to  always  retain  the  veto  power, 
but  to  act  in  a  sensible,  business-like  method  with  each 
elective  officer  In  the  selection  and  confirmation  of  each 
appointive  officer  or  employee  in  aU  the  vartons  de^- 
ments  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  always  taWng 
character,  fitness,  qualificaUon  and  efficiency  as  a  basis 
of  esch  application  and  appointment,  none  of  which 
shall  be  made  within  le^s  than  thirty  days  a'ter^e 
proper  filing  of  each  application  with  the  commission 
giving  the  fnU  name  and  correct  address  and  all  such 
Sther  information  as  the  commission  may  requlro  to 
enable  them  to  thoroughly  Investigate  each  applicanrs 
past  personal  and  business  history  and  character. 

4th— The  said  commissions'  duties  and  power  shaU  not 
be  altered,  varied  or  in  any  way  changed  by  any  other 
law  or  power,  whether  national,  state,  county  or  city 

5th— Each  appointed  officer  or  employee  shaU  retam 
the  office  without  term,  on  good  5^J2 
discharged  at  any  time  ftir  good  and  soffldent  eaaae,  not 

for  political  cause.  «  .   ^  ^*  ™kii^ 

It  la  impossible  to  have  efficient  government  while 
technical  positions  are  filled  by  spoilsmen  instead  of  by 
non-political  experU;  hence,  due  and  proper  test  of  qua  i- 
fi«itlon  must  be  insisted  upon,  and  that  appototment  In 
aU  dBces  shall  be  without  term  and  that  removal  sh^ 
foHow  only  upon  proof  of  incompetency.  This  WIU 
SaSSe  imieet^  ifflclent  aervlce  fr«n  each  employoe, 
«3Coept  day  laborers,  emergency,  etc 


A  PLEA  TO  THE  BOSS;  OR,  THE  INTERESTS  VS. 
THE  SCIENCE  OF  GOVERNMENT 

Who  is  the  Boss?  What  is  he?  What  does  he  stand 
for'  Who  does  he  represent?  How  and  why?  Where 
does  he  live,  etc..  etc.?  On  what  does  he  subsiBt? 

We  used  to  think  the  Boss  was  old  Satan  porso^fled. 
with  big  scales,  thick,  rough  a»*sa^<>fJ^\5«Ll\ 5^ 
a  voice  of  thunder  and  lightning,  emitting  hot  broatil  of 
aulphnr  smoke  and  hell  fire  at  will.  A  great  sea  mon- 
rtsr.  an  octopus  with  many  long  and  powerful  tentacles, 
to  ^e  way  or  another  to  completely  destroy  kll  and 
^Ihllate  all  who  opposed  ItB  will.  We  doubt  not  this 
in  irobBtBn**'^"Y  the  view  entertained  today  by  many 


people  of  the  BOSS.  WeU.  this  is  \ncoM  ^^t 
STbe  unbiased  and  try  to  be  honest  and 
Sdgment,  in  making  an  analysis  of  the  P^^f  ^OSS 
«F  rather  the  BOSSES  of  today,  which  we  believe  will 
Te  ?Strbe  neither  all  good  nor  aU  bac^  At  present 
thpv  are  to  be  found  in  every  commnnity,  both  large 
^d  B^all  exertlni  a  greelar  or  leia  nOa  and  inflaenoe 
over  each  Inhabitant 

We  cannot  be  fair  with  ouHMlwiB  unlew  ^^^l^^ 
^en  «rtdit  te  d«e  Mid  UlHWtee  wimte  wlww  ceawn« 

The  BOSS  is  simply  the  hired  Bi«n.  doing  the  djows 
of  M8  employer,  who  is  fM««Uy  a  bank  Pr^dent 
having  the  major  use  and  control  of  the  taxM.  the 
people-8  money,  the  public  revenue,  together jrtto  tte 
nreatdente  or  bnslneBB  managers  oT  a  few  of  the  leading 
rtl^ft  "bile  or  quasi  public  -"Uty  corpo^^ 

and  someUmes  one  or  more  of  ^^f,«;S*"J^.^^!^^ 
S^agm  of  the  leading  daily  PRESS.    This  coterie. 

S^f-appomted  and  '^^^f^^^^TZ  Tv?"^ 
into  a  board  whlijh  Is  quietly  known  as  "»  I^TK-k 
BSTS,  with  oUteera.  directors  and  manaKer^  to  make 
effective  and  carry  ont  their  or^^^iaiKi  will 

The  INTERESTS,  being  eompooed  of  some  or  a  rew 
of  the  leadTng  substantial  and  successful  business  meo 
It  ewh  community,  arrogate  to  themse  ves  gr^tw  or 
l««Wer  (largely  poUtlcal)  *•  auU  their  prfter  to 
flhaping  and  dirctlng  government  to  the  people 
^igUiaUy  this  was  brought  about  In  a  spirit  Ot  wM- 
nMMfrottoo.  to  guard  and  pr«perly  protect  their  interert 
frTX  sTollsmen.  Having  generally  the  htrgestveated 

monetary  interest  In  the  t^o^f  .^"^  ^p.^^ 

onently  impoeed  upon,  always  being  a  shining  target  ror 
STwUtteSmto  work  for  good  or  evil,  hence  the  off- 
SSotwSfthad  Its  birth.  That  this  mlo  le  ■o»»etlmes 
^ed^ond  right  and  reason  In  not  stopping  when 
ai^where  their  interesta  are  properlj-  safeguarded  and 
protected,  there  can  be  no  donbt  eov«^n- 
The  beautiful  theory  of  our  present  form  °l  f^^^ 
ment.  with  the  constanUy  Sequent  clmnge  m  filling  th^^ 
many  ofBces  with  various  typea  of  .llT^v 
tain  fitness  and  qualification  to  carry  '"to  ewn^ 

Sect  and  malte  pracUcal  th^  ^^^^'i^'t^^S 
uncertain,  dangereua  and  In  imny  taataaoea  «  »» 

*"tWs'  woeful  faUure  largdy  because  the  commuiri^. 
beinK  unaMe  or  at  least  neglecting,  to  select^  eompetent 
and  dependable  officers,  to  properly,  effiriently  and  e«J 
nomically  discharge  the  duties  "«!^s"o 
eoromment  generally  has  caused  the  INTERKbib  lo 
in^me  instances  take  oveM^inan^ement 
and  control  of  the  whole  city  or  local  government. 

»^u«tlv  this  is  not  of  their  own  choosins  t,y  pref- 
erenM,  but  "for  the  better  and  more  e«)nomic  common 
sense  business  management.  If 

whole  dty.  Where  this  Idea  and  method  is  ed  into 
effect  without  applying  selfish  motives,  t  ^'•"ly  » 
benefit  to  the  entire  dty.  Not  WhoUy  unUke  i_he  com- 
mission l«rBi  ot  enrnmmt  lAsm  koneaUy  admtais. 

***^rtap8  the  worat  feature  about  the  BOSS  RULE  is 
that  they  use  the  people's  money  to  thwart  the  Peop  e  s 
wUL  But  can  it  be  said  they  always  thwart  the  people  b 
will?  Do  they  not  flrst  work  for  their  own  "Pb";  'ims 
and  Interest,  and  is  this  not  generally  the  "ipbuUding 
of  the  whole  city?  Notwithstanding  their  unwranted 
way  and  Ulegal  methods  of  financing  iind  c-vipcutin;?  the  r 
7u\e  of  course^  hv  use  of  and  through  the  BOSS  and  his 
many  subordinate  tiired  men,  setting  aride  and  appro- 
priating a  certain  per  cent  of  the  people  a  Bwney.  or 
the  vast  sum  from  tax  dodging  orunder-vaiwMon  »se^^^ 
to  thwart  the  peoples  ^H-  •rh^/*';^ 
public  revenue  of  their  annual  taxes  by  the  INTEREbl 
whether  used  purely  for  honest  management  and  gov- 
ernment, or  for  politics,  must  be  *"*„*"^ 
retaining  of  a  million  dollars  more  or  less  of  the  money 
so  appropriated  and  set  aside  for  political  purposes 
practically  vrithont  Intereat,  to  not  mOr  a  crime,  ft  la 

a  deep-dyed  sin.  w.—* 
That  the  BOSS  and  all  his  numerous  subordinate  Mrea 
men.  one  on  ea<*  iwind  of  m  man  Maw  Mm,  mat. 
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lie  paid  good  salaries,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  That  the 
INTBRBOTS  wUl  not  and  cannot  afford  to  supply  this 
Iwge  ftand  requtrcd  annually  from  their  private  sources 
of  revenue  or  their  personal  accounts,  there  eau  be  no 
doubt.  Hence,  the  system  well  in  hand  and  all  the 
pnhlic  patronage  and  offices  at  their  disposal,  wliich  are 
capitalizefl  at  so  much  per  office  to  supply  the  larger 
part  of  the  fund  required  to  pay  the  BOSS  and  the 
Other  hired  men.  Hower^^  when  an  emergency  arises 
or  an  imaginary  emergency  to  supply  any  deficiency,  do 
they  ever  hesitate  to  draw  freely  from  the  public  rev- 
enue by  levying  a  larger  per  cent  agatast  the  taxes 
vbich  are  paid  from  year  to  year? 

While  all  this  business  is  largely  carried  on  in  the 
dark  and  in  secret,  atiU  the  BOSS  is  a  human  being 

endowed  with  all  the  usual  human  instincts;  he  may 
be  your  next  door  neighbor,  like  members  of  his  em- 
ployers, the  INTERESTS;  he  may  be  a  member  of  some 
church,  and  he  and  they  not  infrequently  are,  in  order 
to  cloak  and  the  better  to  conceal  their  identity.  Per- 
haps it  is  better  to  omit  analyzing  his  Christianity. 
Hardened  as  his  conscience  may  be,  seared  as  his  face 
may  be,  bleared  as  his  eye  may  be,  he  is  still  human. 
He  may  be,  and  frequently  is,  a  man  of  some  culnire 
and  refinement,  a  scholar  with  dash  and  polish,  who  is 
ever  on  the  lookout  to  better  and  further  his  employers* 

It  is  only  necessary  to  appeal  to  the  practical,  the 
real  to  get  his  time  and  attention,  and  if  you  can  con- 
l^nce  him  of  the  economiv  valu*',  he  will  at  once  lay  the 
matter  before  his  board  of  directors  for  adoption  or 
rejection.  If  after  due  investigation  you  have  convinced 
the  BOSS  and  he  in  turn  has  convinced  the  hoard  that 
it  is  a  good  idea  to  adopt,  or  a  good  thing  to  put  in  use, 
and  especially  if  It  will  save  a  dollar,  your  ease  la  won. 
This  is  true,  whether  it  be  changing  from  an  old  and 
obsolete  system  to  a  new,  up-to-date  method,  or  whether 
It  be  a  new  mechanical  device  which  is  greatly  to  their 
Inter^  to  adopt. 

Hence,  we  now  appeal  loudly  and  strongly  to  the 
human  side,  the  economic  side,  of  the  question  of  adopt- 
ing the  common  sense  plan  of  ascertaining  all  value  for 
purposes  of  raising  the  general  revenue  or  taxatiwi 
based  on  VtUiiy. 

No  one  can  find  serious  or  just  objection  to  t^e  plan. 
Every  right-thinking  person  commends  the  plan.  There 
is  no  doubt  but  that  the  plan  is  an  right.  It  now  remains 
for  us  to  clearly  and  conclusively  demonstrate  that  it 
will  be  for  the  best  interesu  and  a  big  saving,  yes,  a 
tremendous  saving,  and  benefit,  to  the  INTBRBSTS 
THEMSELVES  to  adn])!  it.  In  addition  to  the  gigantic 
benefit  to  be  conferred  upon  the  slaves  and  bondmen 
the  world  over. 

Will  it  not  be  equal  to  a  declaration  of  freedom  in 
a  practical  way  lo  all  mankind  everywhere?  Hence 
our  plea  to  the  BOSSES,  the  INTERESTS  and  to 
HUMANITARIANS  generally  in  the  name  of  God  and 
all  that  is  good,  fair  and  right  for  the  uplift,  the  bet- 
terment and  happiness  of  all  our  brothers  everywhere. 
No  man  or  class  of  men  are  wholly  good  or  wholly  bad. 
My  guess  is  we  all  need  reforming  to  a  greater  or  less 
degi>ee.  Therefore,  let  us  all  get  together  and  unite  on 
the  common-sense,  broad  ground  or  platform  of  HU- 
MANITY, not  only  to  be  good  but  to  do  good  to  the 
greatest  number. 


A  PLEA  EMPHASIZING  THE  NECESSITY  FOR  A 
CHANGE  FROM  A  VERY  BAD  TO  A  BETTER 
METHOD  OF  ADMINISTERING  GOVERNMENT 
There  may  be  good  and  bad,  designated  as  reasonable 
and  unreasonable,  little  boys  and  big  boys,  as  well  as 
little  trusts  and  big  trusts.    The  same  is  equally  true 
of  annual  rent.   Some  years  may  be  lean  and  some  fat. 
H^ce  we  designate  the  mean  or  average  as  the  teaBOO.- 
able  annual  average  rent  or  net  earnings. 

Objectors  to  our  system  may  say,  we  mnst  raise 
12,000,000  or  a  given  amount  to  meet  fixed  salaries  and 
certain  improvements,  etc.,  and  with  a  lean  rent  year 
your  system  would  fail  to  take  care  of  this  Indebtedneas. 
'   Our  Tt^ty  18,  no  year  wonld  we  let  msm  mUMoae  of  dol- 


lars entirely  escape  all  taxation  as  heretofore.  And 
instead  of  allowing  the  politicians  to  set  a  certain  per 
cent  aside  of  all  taxes  collected,  for  the  political  ma- 
chine, which  me:ins  special  privilege  or  taking  undue  or 
unfair  advantage  of  all,  we  would  set  a  certain  small  per 
cent  aside  each  year  for  an  emergency  balance,  to  insure 
having  ample  funds  on  hand  to  meet  all  legitimate  fixed 
salaries,  reasonable  Improvements  and  fair  anticipation. 
This  balance  on  interest,  say,  about  the  same  i)er  cent 
the  politicians  have  been  usurping  and  setting  aside 
with  or  without  the  consent  of  the  assessor  and  treas- 
urer from  each  one's  taxes  each  year  for  their  greed. 
Our  system  would  give  them  a  much-needed  vacation 
and  rest.  The  levy  may  always  be  made  to  fit  the 
annual  budget. 

Why  should  we  permit  a  few  or  handful  of  politicians 
(perhaps  three  or  four)  to  rule,  control  and  govern  our 
city  and  county,  200,000  people,  by  annually  picliing 
their  pockets  through  and  via  the  assessor's  office?  You 
deprive  the  self-constituted  antoerats  of  this  annual 
stream  of  gold  from  the  pockets  of  their  neighbors,  and 
they  will  soon  wither  and  die  from  inanition.  They 
would  not  put  up  one  dollar  of  their  personal  or  cor- 
porate monev  for  politics,  or  the  machine,  if  they  did 
not  know  they  would  get  |10  of  |100  in  return  by 
exemption  of  their  fair  ehare  of  taxee  or  some  speetal 
privilege.  If  you  properly  guard  and  protect  the 
ASSESSOR'S  OFFICE  you  have  the  key  to  the  whole 
situation,  because  the  exeesa  tax  must  be  levied  before 
it  can  be  collected  and  appropriated  by  the  grafters  from 
the  county  treasury.  Properly  guard  and  protect  these 
offices  fbr  five  years  and  yott  will  be  free  from  all  apectal 
privilege  and  graft. 

You  cut  off  their  source  of  supply  and  you  at  once 
put  them  out  of  business.    They  will  raise  no  private 
funds  for  politb^s.   Is  it  not  your  funds  they  have  been 
using  for  this  purpose,  robbing  you  that  they  may  ruth- 
leraly  dominate  and  control  you  for  their  private  ill- 
gotten  gain.   Will  not  this  plan  meet  with  strong  resist- 
ance?   YES;  we  expect  it  until  the  present  machine 
fund  ou  hand,  say  $2,000,000,  is  exhausted  and  then 
they  will  be  at  their  rope's  end.   We  imagine  some  of 
you  thinking  and  perhaps  saying,  "IT  CAN'T  BE 
DONE."    Please  do  not  think  or  say  this,  because  things 
move  along  so  rapidly  nowadays  that  people  who  say 
"IT  CANT  BE  DONE}*-  are  Interrupted  by  someone 
doing  it.    WHAT  WE  WANT  AND  MUST  HAVE  IS 
ORGANIZATION,  SINCERE  ADVOCATES  TO  FULLY 
INFORM  THE  PEOPLE  of  the  existing  evil  and  clearly 
p«^t  the  way  to  a  practical  and  feasible  remedy.  Then 
yon  can  trust  the  people  tor  prompt  and  accurate  results; 
even  the  minor  politicians  will  join  with  the  masses 
when  it  becomes  popular  to  do  so;  some  may  turn  state's 
evidence  and  help  convict  the  guilty  ones  higher  up 
when  we  convince  them  to  turn  tail  upon  a  dirty  job 
is  no  cowardice.    We  will  have  to  demonstrate,  show 
and  teach  the  people  that  the  only  quicic  and  sure  way 
of  getting  THK  BIG  AND  LITTLE  OFFICES  IS  NOT 
by  the  help  of  the  corporations  as  in  the  past.   As  most 
if  not  all  professional  offtoe  holders  and  politicians  know, 
when  CEXSORED  by  the  manager  of  the  corporation, 
their  first  question  is  "IS  THE  APPLICANT  OR  CAN- 
DIDATE SAFE?**  He'll  do  what  he's  told,  YES.  Thars 
good.    He'll  do — corporations  and  politicians  are  not 
interested  in  methods,  but  results.    THE  MAN  WHO 
KNOWS  HE  IS  RIGHT  NEED  NOT  ARaUB.;  simply 
plainly  state  his  case.   The  backbone  of  the  corporation 
is  about  broken.  Their  influence  for  wrongdoing  is  near- 
Ing  an  end.    They  will  soon  be  "CENSORED"  by  the 
Supreme  Court  and  by  Public  Opinion  as  they  have  been 
censoring  others. 

THE  PEOPLE  HAVE  THE  PINAL  SAY.  This,  com- 
bined with  the  most  effective  of  impeachment,  *'R£- 
CALL,"  which  Is  the  heart  of  any  system  of  responsible 
party  government,  making  the  community  adopting  it 
the  most  safe  and  popular  on  earth.  In  proof  of  this, 
see  Denver  Republican  October  1«,  1911,  admission  or 
confession  of  former  office  holder,  ex-Governor  C.  S. 
Thomas,  evidently  inadvertently  made,  viz.,  "I  need  not 
tell  yon  former  ojflfce  holderM  did  nothing.  Why?  Be- 
eanae  a  power  greiitor  than  the  people,  gmtnc  tSim  their 
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constituency,  INFLUENCED  THBBL  There  were  nnseen 

and  hidden  forces  Uke  a  dry  rot,  etc."  IT  WAS  THE 
SYSTEM  HE  BLAMED,  wUctl  is  only  part  of  the  truth. 
Is  not  the  indlvidnal  or  olBoe  holder  who  executes  the 
depraved  system  equally  or  more  culpable?  If  he  is  a 
of  genuine  love  and  sincere,  can  he  not  say  (if  he 
has  the  courage),  I  refuse  to  execute  your  system  be- 
cause It  is  error  and  it  may  be  a  dirty  job.    1  resign." 

See  Denver  Republican,  October  14,  1911,  for  another 
admlBidon  or  confWioa  hy  one  who  is  in  a  position  to 
know,  our  then  present  assessor,  who  goes  before  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  to  get  a  "clean  hill  of  health," 
praise  and  endorsement  for  equalizing  the  assessment 
upon  all  property  under  his  supervision,  etc.  Why? 
Was  it  not  to  take  steps  to  continue  him  In  offlec^  etc? 
Did  he  do  fair,  just  and  equitable  assessment?   Did  he 
not  adopt  the  Somers  or  unit  system?  Is  this  a  lair  or 
honest  system?  Did  the  Tramway  Company  not  get  a 
reduction  of  practically  |700,000  from  his  assessment? 
Did  the  Union  Depot  ft  Railway  Company  not  get  a 
reduction  of  $319,586.60  from  his  aaeeesment?  le  It  not 
RESULTS  that  these  corporations  want?  What  do  they 
care  about  the  system  or.  method?  It  is  pretty  gener- 
ally conceded  that  ALL  THB  OFTICBS.  BOTH  BIO 
AND  LITTLE,  come  from  and  through  the  corporations. 
Yet  Mr.  Former  Assessor,  office  holder,  etc.,  evidently 
Inadvertently  ma^es  the  following  open  admission,  viz.: 
"IT  IS  BECAUSE  WE  ARE  IN  THE  GRASP,  MAS- 
TERED, CONTROLLED,  BOUND  HANDS  AND  FEET, 
OOR  MOUTHS  SEALED,  BY  A  SILENT  COMBINATION 
OF  POLITICAL  AND  CORPORATE  ALLIANCES.  ETC." 
Then  the  Tramway  Company  replies  (after  they  have 
got  all  they  want),  see  Denver  Republican,  October  15, 
t9%t^  yULt  Pxertdent  of  the  Tramway  Company  says  the 


Chamber  of  Commerce  has  not  heard  the  facts  In  the 
ease— "nor  have  they  heard  the  facU  against  the  Somm 
or  unit  system  and  figures  of  taxation."  What  weight 
can  each  recommendation  have?  Is  this  not  plain  enough 
fbr  us  cOI  to  see  through  clearly?  Obviously  does  it  not 
mean  a  subterfuge  or  cute  political  workahle  understand- 
ing between  the  corporations  by  their  "CZAR  MAN- 
AGER"  and  nearly  all  the  public  officers?  Does  not  the 
same  Csar  '*eenBor"  each  hef^M  they  are  originally  ac- 
cepted for  any  office?  Is  this  not  the  three  F.  F.  F,'s — 
freak,  free  and  frank  open  confession  of  both  ex-Gover- 
nor Thomas  and  ex-Aeeeesor  Arnold? 

Who  could  better  stand  for  the  "GOAT"  than  the 
county  commissioners  who  are  about  by  legislation  to 
go  out  of  office  anyway?  See  the  Denver  Post  Feb.  24. 
1918,  after  fixing  a  heavy  bonded  indebtedness  on  the 
people  for  useless  voting  machines,  etc.,  of  ?150,700  for 
the  worthleas  junk.  Is  this  curing  evils  as  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  Bulletin  aaya  Mr.  Arnold  is  doing  by 
talking  right  from  the  shonlder.  or  te  It  talking  too 
much  and  doing  too  little?  Gentlemen,  we  must  take 
the  straight  and  middle  road  to  acquire  success,  because 
we  find  the  INS  on  the  right  ride  and  the  OUTS  on  tlie 
left  side,  and  as  we  proceed  we  may  have  to  brush  some 
aside  to  make  room  for  love,  truth  and  sincerity  to  pass. 
In  our  selection  of  candidates  we  must  avoid  both  the 
INS  and  the  OUTS.  Select  men  for  the  offices  who  do 
not  primBrlly  need  the  salary,  men  who  have  made  a 
snooeBB.  not  fidOtaraB.  Hnnt  men  of  iMnmtj.  latagrlty. 
rtneerUy  «nd  Im^loie  tbem  to  take  the  offleee  as  a  pub- 
lic duty,  then  require  the  PRESS  and  all  good  people  to 
support  them,  and  we  will  soon  be  free  from  pubUc  error 
and  wrong  doing  of  all  kinds. 


Chapter  16 
Bccmomtos  Willi  a  Simle 


SHORT  TALKS  TO  ASSESSORS 
By  T.  S.  AoAMB 
iPtge9  5+^6  of  The  Bulletin  of  the  NatHmt^  Tom 

Association,  March,  1916.) 

Accept  the  Standabd  of  Value  Lato  Dowk  nr  tHB 
Law.— Most  tax  laws  direct  that  property  shall  he 
aaaessed  for  its  cash  value,  or  Its  fair  market  vnlu^^ 
at  the  price  which  it  would  bring  at  ordinary  sale.  The 
llret  duty  of  the  assessor  Is  to  accept  the  law  and  enforce 
its  standards,  whole-heartedly  and  in  good  faith.  This 
should  be  done  in  the  first  place  becanae  It  Is  the  law, 
because  to  neglect  it  is  to  acquiesce  in  law-breaking, 
and  because  in  all  probabUlty  the  law  has  been  carefully 
adopted  by  the  legislature  after  fall  conslderatlona  of 
all  the  objections  that  may  have  been  urged  against  it. 
It  representa  a  deliberate  registration  of  the  will  of  the 
people  and  to  vldate  It  Is  trewAery.  The^asessor  can- 
not complain  that  taxpayers  violate  the  law.  If  they 
themselves  neglect  It;  they  cannot  complaint  thatUx- 
payers  sign  false  dedaratlona  if  they  th«necavee  sign 
false  assessment  rolls  or  tax  duplicates. 

The  American  people  do  not  ask  assessors  to  perjure 
themselves  for  three  dollars  a  day.  If  they  do,  they 
should  have  the  olBce  thrown  back  in  their  faces. 

Perhaps  the  deepest  reason  against  under-assessment 
1«  ttnmd  In  the  fact  that  it  almost  invariably  leads  to 
^ftffi  assessment,  to  class  legislation  or  administration 
of  the  most  vicious  kind.  There  is  almost  no  such  thtag 
as  "equal  under-assessment."  When  an  assessor  departs 
from  the  standard  esUhllshed  by  law  he  almost  always 
departs  more  in  the  case  of  some  taxpayers  than  in  the 
case  of  others.  Investigations  in  Wisconsin  seem  to 
prove  this  conclusively.  On  personal  property  particu- 
larly, certain  clasaes  regularly  get  greater  conceseionfi, 
greater  reductions  than  others.  If  the  American  people 
knew  what  tovorltism,  what  privileges,  what  illicit 
honntles  m  oonfmed  hy  this  prevalwit  syetem  of  un- 
der-assetfment,  they  would  smash  the  system  at  tlie 
next  sesriim  of  the  legislature.  Full  value  equalises  as- 
BfUHtfiit^  heoiiue  It  ereetn  n  dead  ^mdl  heywd  WhWi 


the  aasessor  cannot  well  go.  It  creates  a  lop:ical  stop- 
nins^lace;  at  that  point  alone  similarity  or  equality  in 
aBTCeoment  is  compeUed  hy  the  erlttelBm  and  enforced 
MHi^entloB  tbB  taaqpftarer.  Aesettm  need  that  eo- 
cmeratton. 

"W^T  Do  Wb  Mbaw  by  TaiotT— There  is  no  other 

test  but  the  good  judgment  of  the  assessor.  Neither 
legislatures,  attorneys-general  nor  tax  commissions  can 
^ve  any  more  concrete  etandard  then  that.  Valuation 
is  a  judicial  act.  an  act  of  indgmwit,  att  ottmate.  There 
is  nothing  else  to  it  •  ^    ^  ^ 

Bu$  tt  HMMf  ha  a»  Itonest  fud^ment,  an  instructed 
judgment^  Assessors  cannot  in  good  faith  judge  "values" 
to  be  one  thing  for  purposes  of  investment  and  forty 
per  cent  higher  for  condemnation,  public  purchase  or 
anv  other  purpose  except  for  taxation.  And  every  judg- 
ment, as  distinguished  from  a  guess,  must  he  based  npon 
fhiCts.  Assessors  must  know  market  prices.  Above  all. 
they  must  be  guided  by  sales.  It  Is  the  normal  sale— 
not  the  trade,  not  the  transfer  to  rrtatives,  not  the  re- 
ceiver's or  the  sherifTs  sale— but  normal  sales,  which 
furnish  the  stulf  upon  wbiiah.  a  disinterested  and  in- 
structed judgment  may  be  based.  A  sale  renreaents  the 
coincidence  of  two  judgments  ratified,  endorsed,  tested 
and  anproved  by  the  strongest  evidence  in  the  world,  hy 
cash,  ne  man  i«1io  backs  bis  Sndgment  wUli  bis  noncqr 
is  the  man  whose  Judgment  counts. 

SWOLD  Assessments  Be  Based  on  Sales?— "But," 
aay  the  assessors,  **we  cannot  assess  every  piece  of  prop- 
erty at  the  amount  for  which  it  is  last  sold.  Sales  are 
cajprlcious  and  variable.  To  base  assessments  on  sales 
wolfld  yield  results  so  inconsistflot  as  to  make  fbe  ss* 
sessment  roll  absurd/' 

Hiere  is  a  measure  of  truth  In  ttils  criticism.  It 
would  be  neither  expedient  nor  sound  to  assess  paitic* 
ular  parcels  or  properties  at  the  exact  amounts  at  «bieta 
they  were  last  sold.  That  Is  tra^  but  the  great  mass 
of  assessments  should  agree  with  the  great  mass  of 
sales.  Particular  assessments  cannot  be  tested  by  par- 
ticular sales,  but  tbB  general  level  of  assessments  may 
property  be  tested  by  llie  «BMrat  level  ^  ssles.  Pro^ 
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erty  U  worth  what  It  will  sell  for.  If  it  is  selling  nor- 
mally and  regularly  above  assessed  values,  the  latter 
are  too  low.  To  hear  some  assessors  talk,  you  would  be 
forced  to  conclude  tbat  all  property  in  their  districts 
had  hi-A^u  Helling  for  move  than  it  waa  worth  for  the 
last  ten  years. 

AflsesnneBts  cannot  be  left  to  the  uninstructed  judg- 
ment of  the  assessor.  Most  of  all  we  need  the  outside 
test  of  actual  facts,  sales,  to  protect  the  honest  and  cour- 
ageous assessor.  If  the  asseraor's  unchecked  judgment 
is  the  final  criterion,  then  every  honest  assessor  is  at  the 
mercy  of  every  assessor  in  adjoining  districts  who  is 
lees  honest,  less  capable  and  less  courageous.  Values 
come  down  always  to  human  judgment;  but  we  must 
maintain  the  same  standard  of  judgment  for  different 
aasesBnieni  districts  and  different  count ips.  This  is  why 
we  need  sales,  why  we  need  outside,  impersonal  data, 
it  is  )o  fiet  uniformity  as  among  districts  and  as  among 
counties. 

Ta\  Maps. — WMle  the  collection  and  study  of  sales  is 
indispensable,  it  is  not  ^ough.  The  average  assessor  needs 
just  as  thoroughly  a  tax  map.  a  simple  outline  map 
showing  the  varioua  forms,  lots  or  parcels,  their  sever..l 
locations  and  areas.  Where  we  have  government  town- 
ships and  the  old  federal  surveys,  such  maps  can  be 
made  at  small  cost,  as  a  rule,  from  thef  county  atlases 
which  are  everywhere  to  be  found.  With  a  little  pres- 
sure, the  firms  who  make  these  atlases  can  be  induced  to 
keep  them  up-to-date,  and  to  fumlsh  enlarged  maps  on 
cloth  or  heavy  tM3>er  for  the  special  use  of  assessors. 
In  the  Eastern  states,  maps  made  by  the  United  States 
and  state  geological  surveys  greatly  simplify  the  task 
of  getting  tax  maps.  They  can  be  made  at  a  very  much 
smaller  cost  than  is  ordinarily  supposed.  Many  asses- 
sors can  make  them  for  themselves.  In  almost  every 
instance  where  maps  have  been  introduced  they  have 
paid  for  themselves  many  times  over  by  bringing  to 
light  property  that  has  never  been  aflscssed,  or  the  areas 
of  which  have  been  grossly  understated  in  the  past.  It 
is  just  as  necessary  to  get  tax  maps  as  it  is  to  get  rid  of 
copying  last  year^  assessment  rolUu 

Assessment  Rkcords  and  Fifxd  Books —Assessment 
should  be  made  "from  actual  view."  The  law  requires 
this  in  many  states,  although  it  is  a  precept  more  hon 
ored  in  the  breach  than  in  the  observance.  Not  only 
should  the  assessor  view  the  property,  but  he  should 
heap  a  record  of  what  he  has  seen.  There  shou  .1  he  a 
simple  hut  adequate  listing  of  the  number  and  kmd  ol 
cattle,  the  nvimhei  and  condition  of  farm  wagons  and 
Implem^ts,  the  acreage  of  each  class  of  land  in  the 
farm  or  paicel.  These  records  themselves  are  of  very 
great  value  in  answering  criticisms,  in  defending  the 
asseaaments  before  boards  of  review,  and  in  refresh^ 
the  memory  of  the  assessors.  They  are  more  valuable 
stiU  in  forcing  the  assessor  to  see  and  know  the  pwy- 
erty  he  is  valuing.  It  may  not  he  possible  to  cover  the 
enUre  aaseaament  district  in  this  minute  way  each  year. 
But  an  honest  beginning  should  be  made  and  the  work 
completed  as  soon  as  possible.  Such  prop^-ty  records 
have  an  indefinite  number  of  uses. 

Hobs  Timb,  Mobb  Baimx  and  Fewer  Blkctioxs.— That 
aaaanera  are  grossly  underpaid  goes  without  saying.  In 
most  eases  collectors  or  treasurers  whose  work  is  not 
half  so  dfffiealt  nor  half  so  disagreeable  receive  higher 
nay  than  the  assessors  themselves.  Tt  is  absurd,  wrong; 
«Ad  assessors  are  justified  in  using  every  legitimate 
means  to  change  the  present  condition  of  affairs,  in 
many  cases  the  per  diem  rate  of  pay  is  ridiculously  low\ 
In  other  cases  assessors  are  limited  in  the  number  of 
days'  pay  which  they  are  permitted  to  claim.  Assessors 
should  pav  no  attention  to  such  UmiUtions  unless  they 
are  written  into  the  statutes.  If  the  law  requires,  for 
Instance,  that  assessments  shall  he  made  "from  actu^ 
view  "  then  assessors  are  required  by  law  to  take  enough 
lime  to  view  all  the  property.  To  do  less  te  actoally  to 
violate  the  law.  Everywhere  assessors  sdunud  rtariva  to 
get  a  longer  and  securer  tenure  of  office. 

Taxpayers  act  frequently  as  If  they  were  oonfming 
some  great  honor  and  benefit  on  the  assessor.  The  obli- 
gation is  all  the  other  way.  Assessors  have  worked 
too  long  from  a  mere  sense  of  pnbUe  duty.  The  laast 


that  can  be  done  for  them  is  to  elect  them  for  a  long 
period  and  to  exempt  them  from  the  harassing  necessity 
of  making  jepeated  campaigns  for  office.  Nothing  does 
more  to  demoralize  assessments  than  this.  There  is  no 
more  difficult  or  disagreeable  work  to  be  done  by  any 
public  oflficlal.  Most  of  the  assessors,  and  nearly  all  good 
assessors,  do  this  work,  not  for  the  little  money  that  Is 
in  it,  but  out  of  a  very  genuine  patriotism.  Tlie  taxpayer 
should  take  his  hat  off  to  the  asaessctf  and  shew  his 
appreciation  by  providing  more  pay,  a  longer  and  more 
secure  tenure  of  office. 

Educattonai.  Work. — ^Finally  and  pwhaps  most  impor- 
tant among  the  assessor's  duties  is  the  educational  work 
incumbent  upon  him.  Tax  laws  are  imperfect,  usually 
impractical,  and  frequently  unjust  The  assessor  knows 
these  imperfections  from  bitter  experience.  He  knows 
what  is  practically  possible  and  practically  impossible. 
He  knows  where  fine-spun  theories  do  not  work  out, 
what  it  is  worth  while  trying  to  do  and  what  it  is  foolish 
under  existing  <-onditions  to  attempt.  He  is  charged 
with  the  high  duty  of  carrying  these  facts  to  the  people, 
of  breaking  down  the  huge  wall  of  indifference  behind 
which  the  avenige  taxpayer  and  voter  intrenches  him- 
self. Strange  that  people  should  he  indifferent  about 
tax  laws  and  their  administration!  But  they  are — pro- 
vided only  they  can  keep  their  own  tax  bills  low.  There 
is  interest  enough  in  the  tax  bill:  but  very  little  intelli- 
gent interest  in  tax  laws.  The  assessor  can  do  more 
than  anyone  else  in  arousing  such  an  intelligent  interest. 
This  can  be  accomplished  most  effectively  by  enforcing 
existing  law,  for  there  is  no  educator  so  potent,  so  pow- 
ertai  or  In  the  long  run  so  true  as  the  honest,  efficient 
enforcement  of  the  laws  we  have.  The  best  way  to  get 
a.  had  tax  law  repealed  is  to  enforce  it. 


WHAT  IS  VALUE 
{S4i0g»iat,  Pages  89-90,  National  Tax  AssoctoNofi 
Bulletin,  May,  1916.) 

Dr.  Wagner's  gentle  letter  published  on  page  97,  and 
Mr.  Pollock's  communication  on  page  100,  are  encour- 
aging signs.  They  present  the  first  "indignant  protests" 
from  readers  against  articles  published  in  the  Bulletin. 
We  hope  for  much  similar  discussion  in  the  future. 

We  are  not  certain  that  we  understand  Dr.  Wagner'a 
scheme,  but  if  we  correctly  sense  his  main  idea  it  has 
genuine  merit.  There  is  real  value  in  his  standard  of 
intrinsic  value.  Of  course  there  is  nothing  new  which 
Hr,  Wagner  can  say  about  value  as  a  theory  or  intel- 
lectual playthini;.  It  has  been  debated  by  philosophers 
for  hundreds  of  years  and  the  books  on  the  subject 
would  fill  a  large  Hhrary.  But  as  we  understand  it 
Dr.  Wagnr's  proposal  is  practical.  His  claim  is  that  the 
average  assessor  has  too  much  discretion,  that  his  task 
should  be  defined,  that  the  "market  value"  of  property  is 
TOO  indefinite,  that  the  margin  of  uncertainty  (and  of 
capricious  judgment)  should  so  far  as  possible  be  re* 
(lured  by  placing  assessment  mora  nearly  on  the  (cap- 
italized) income  basis. 

With  the  spirit  of  this  proposal  the  vrrlter  and  many 
others  will  he  In  hearty  sympathy.  The  assessor's  task 
is  an  absurdly  difficult  one.  To  estimate  market  value 
one  must  frequently  capitalise  expected  future  income. 
The  projier  raie  of  capitalization  is  disputable;  the 
future  earnings  are  unknown.  As  the  present  writer 
has  said  In  another  place,  "It  is  tile  uncertain  capitaliza- 
tion of  future  uncertainties."  It  would  be  obviously 
helpful  to  substitute  for  such  a  process,  so  far  as  other 
consideration  permit  the  more  certain  and  realtstie 
income  basis. 

But  it  is  not  an  easy  or  simple  tasV:.  What  about  ihe 
vacant  ci^  lot?  What  about  the  lot  that  is  obviously 
under-Improved?  What  about  residence  property  occu- 
pied by  the  owner?  And  is  not  the  rental  or  income  of 
expensive  residence  property  frequently  just  as  uncer- 
tain as  its  selling  value?  What  are  the  true  net  earn- 
ings or  net  income  of  real  estate?  Are  we  to  take  ac- 
count of  the  gradual  appreciation  represented  by  the  un- 
earned increment  (frequently  acknowledged  on  the  books 
of  the  owner)  or  are  we  to  dismiss  this  intanglhle  Item? 
Is  'beamed  famamV*  real  or  fanclfol?  And  when 
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we  determine  the  net  income  or  earnings  of  real  estate 
how  is  it  to  be  "properly  capitalized"?  Dr.  Wagner  dis- 
misses this  with  a  bland  oratorical  wave  of  the  hand  as 
if  it  were  easv.  The  "proper  rate"  of  capitalization  is 
one  thing  where  land  values  are  declining  and  another 
where  land  values  are  increasing.  And  what  about 
suburban  propertv?  We  know  of  a  farm,  sUU  operated 
as  such,  and  worth  as  a  farm  about  $175  an  acfe,  for 
which  $1,500  an  acre  has  been  frequently  refused  and 
which  can  be  sold  at  $1,500  per  acre  any  day  to  at  least 
fifty  real  estate  operators  who  would  he  glad  to  get  it 
at  tliat  price.  What  immediate  or  real  ronnoction  has 
the  earnings  of  this  property  with  its  value? 

As  a  matter  of  fact  it  is  sometimes  both  easier  and 
more  accurate  to  work  from  recognixed  market  comli- 
tions,  from  admitted  offers  to  buy,  from  sales,  than  to 
bother  with  the  income  method  of  valuation.  On  the 
other  hand— and  here  Dr.  Wagner's  proposal  deserves 
consideration— the  reverse  is  frequenUy  true.  Market 
value  is  frequently  so  unoartaln  that  everybody  would 
be  happier  if  the  assessor  were  authoriaed  to  oapltallae 
present  Income  at  some  stated  rate. 

AnjECTIVEB 

Unfortunately  the  law  does  not  authorize  any  such 
proeess.  Assessment  in  most  slates  is  by  law  a  judlcml 
or  quasi-judicial  act.  resting  upon  the  judgment  of  the 
assessor.  That  the  mere  judgment  of  the  assessor  is  an 
uncertain  capricious,  undesirable  basis  may  be  true. 
We  agree  with  Dr.  Waguer  that  it  frequently  is  true 
and  that  as  rapidly  as  possibly  his  task  should  be  i^m- 
pHfied  by  instructing  him  how  to  act,  how  to  judge^ 
But  in  most  states  at  the  present  time  the  assessor  Is 
Instructed  to  assess  at  market  value,  and  to  take  into 
account  every  factor  upon  which  market  value  rests. 
If  the  property  In  question  produees  no  income,  or  if 
it  could  be  sold  on  a  basis  altogether  divorced  from  its 
present  income,  it  is  the  plain  duty  oi  tiie  assesi^or  to 
UkB  the  value  at  which  It  could  he  sold.  This  is  the 
law  and  observance  of  the  law  is  more  important  even 
than  Dr.  Wagner's  theory  of  value. 

The  simple  truth  is  that  Dr.  Wagner's  scheme  is  beset 
with  great  difficulties,  to  overcome  which  protracted 
thinking  and  much  work  would  have  to  be  done.  In- 
stead of  doing  this  wortc  Dr.  Wagner  spends  his  energ>' 
in  dressing  his  simple  idea  in  uncouth  language,  in 
hurling  childish  epithets  at  sujiposed  adversaries  and  in 
concocting  silly  i>ersonalities  which  merely  betray  his 
inability  to  think.  If  the  Doctor  spent  the  time  which 
he  devotes  to  flinging  mud,  in  solving  the  difficult  prob- 
lems which  his  general  proposal  raises,  his  diatribes 
would  be  met— not  with  the  smile  of  amusement  which 
they  ordinarily  arouse— but  with  the  thoughtful  constd- 
ertttion  whMH  his  esntral  Idea  dessrvw 


SBALLTHE  BLIND  LEAD  THE  BUND? 
By  Napoleon  Wagner 
PART  ONB 

tPaoet  S7^9,  NatUmca  Tax  AssoeiaHQn  BnUetin, 

Shall  the  blind  lead  the  blind  or  rather  shall  the  wil- 
ful and  paid  blind  prevent  the  rest  of  us  ftom  clearly 
seeing  of  both  sight  and  site  value  and  all  other  value 
when  properly  ascertained  by  Utility  or  intrinsic  value? 
This  is  the  question  as  suggested  to  onr  mind  by  Dr. 
Thomas  S.  Adams'  "Short  Talks  to  Assessors"  in  The  . 
Bulletin  of  the  National  Tax  Association^  for  March. 
1916,  pages 

The  true  professional .  teacher  occupies  the  highest 
calling  in  the  world,  but  when  the  teacher  for  any  cause, 
perverts  that  calling  by  teaching  half-truths  or  error, 
should  he  not  be  speedily  recalled? 

It  is  generally  supposed  that  colleges,  universitlU  ^d 
all  worthy  seats  of  learning  teach  the  truth  and  the 
whole  truth,  In  the  clearest,  the  simplest  an<l  the  most 
understandable  way,— not  hidden,  half-baked  or  doubtful 
truths.  Where  the  truth  of  any  problem  can  he  proved 
or  estahHshed  by  tabulation  and  demonstration  and 
whera  W  teacher  fails  and  neglecU  to  so  inform  his 


pupil,  bis  reader,  and  the  world— does  he  not  show  un- 
fitness and  gross  incompetency  In  his  high  calling? 

What  do  parents  send  their  children  to  college  for? 
Is  it  not  to  acquire  mature,  weU  thought  out,  dependable 
ideas  of  the  most  approved  truths  up-to-date,  or  the 
last  minute?  The  modern  intelligent  mind  don  t  care 
for  the  old  obsolete,  indeliniie,  inaccurate  stuff,  which 
perhaps  was  good  enough  in  its  day,  hut  which  has  KMig 
since  out-lived  its  usefulness. 

The  true  world  spirit  in  all  human  learning  is  to  keep 
abreast  of  the  Umes,  and  in  order  not  to  .stand  still  or 
go  backward,  we  must  put  emphasis  on  the  chief  factors 
in  the  proper  solution  ol  any  problem.  Is  it  not  silly  and 
error  to  emphasise  the  weaker  factors,  such  as  the  sec- 
ond.  third  or  lower  grade  of  evidence,  to  if  possible 
give  them  a  tinsel  or  glamour,  to  apparently  make  them 
stand  out  more  prominently,  in  the  vain,  foolish  hope 
that  they  will  or  ever  can  take  the  proper  place  of  the 
first  and  highest  grade  of  evidence  to  establish  any  tragi, 
or  properlv  solve  any  iMohlom.  Is  ihis  not  sophistry* 
crafty,  un^ir,  deception,  and  undiguiiied  reasoning? 

Is  it  not  what  lawyers  call  talking  around  the  ques- 
tion, when  they  are  in  n  close  cr  difficult  corner  and 
have  not  enough  of  a  true  basis  of  fact  left  to  stand 
upon?  Now  let  ns  examine  what  he  says: 

"What  do  we  mean  by  value?  There  Is  no  other  test 
but  the  good  judgment  of  the  assessor.  Neither  legis- 
lators, attomeyfrgeneral  nor  tax  commissioners  can  give 
uny  more  concrete  standard  than  that.  Valuation  is  a 
judicial  act,  an  act  of  judgment,  an  estimate.  There  is 
nothi^else  to  it  But  it  must  be  an  honest  judgment, 
an  instructed  judgment.  Assessors  cannot  in  good  faith 
judge  'Values'  to  be  one  thing  for  purposes  of  usess- 
ment  and  forty  per  cent  higher  for  condemnation,  public 
purchase  or  any  other  purpose  except  for  uxation.  Ami 
every  judgment,  as  distinguished  from  a  guesst  must 
be  based  upon  facts.  Assessors  must  know  markst 
prices.  Above  aU,  they  must  be  guided  by  sales." 

To  commence  with,  he  says,  "What  do  we  mean  by 
value"?  Then  without  making  any  explanation  or^  offer- 
ii^  any  definition  of  value,  he  immediately  says,  "There 
is  no  other  test  hut  good  judgment  of  the  asso^^^^or." 
Now  why  did  he  not  tell  us  that  there  is  but  one  real 
value  of  anything,  which  is  either  intrinsic  value  (the 
same  as  utility),  or  exchangeable  value?  Why  did  he 
not  tell  us  that  earnings  was  and  is  the  chief  factor  in 
correcUy  ascertaining  intrinsic  value  or  utility? 

Why  did  he  not  tell  us  that  value  po^=spssea  many  dif- 
ferent aspects  or  phases,  such  as  cash  value,  credit  value, 
sale  value,  assessed  value,  potential  value.  Imaginary 
value,  ideal  value,  sentimental  value,  ephemeral  vnlue. 
nonsensical  or  speculative  value,  etc?  All  of  these  are 
merely  part  of  the  one  stupendous  whole,  reol  valw. 
That  which  we  are  nil  seeking  and  shnll  clearly  ascertain 
is  practical  National  universal  stnn  Uud  value,  which  Is 
aceeptaMe  to  us  all,  viz..  intritisic  rahir,  uHUty  or  earn- 
■  ings,  which  when  fairly  capitalized  does  represent  its 
exchangeable  value  with  any  and  all  other  dasses  and 
kinds  of  property.  Is  this  not  a  clear  analysis  and  .lem 
onstratlon  of  exactly  what  we  are  all  so  diUgentb'  seek- 
ing, viz..  Common  sense,  substantial,  practical  use  or 

every -day  value? 

That  nothing  is  to  be  gained  by  obscurmg  the  is^ue 
of  hair-splitting  disUnctions  of  real  value,  but  to  afford 
meager  excuse  for  theorists  in  long-win  h  d  ilehnte  of  the 
clearly  different  surveys,  aspectB  or  views  of  every -day 
business  value.  ^  ^ 

Why  did  he  not  tell  us  that  in  order  to  form  this 
judicial  act  of  good  judgment,  we  must  have  something 
to  judge,  something  to  act  upon,  some  facts  which  are 
worth  considering,  such  as  utility,  earnings  or  Intrinsic 
value,  properly  capitalized,  as  a  basis  to  start  from? 

He  says^  "Assessors  must  know  market  prices."  Pray, 
how  are  they  to  know,  or  find  out,  if  you  deny  them, 
or  deprtve  them  of  the  chief  facts  by  a  double  oath  from 
both  the  owner  and  user  of  the  grobs  annual  earnings? 
He  says.  "A  sale  represents  the  coincidence  of  two  judg- 
ments ratified,  endorsed,  tested  and  approved  by  the 
strongest  evidence  in  the  world,  by  cash.  The  man  who 
backs  his  judgment  with  his  money  is  the  man  whose 
judgment  counts." 
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Sale  Talue  is  no  h!0i*grade  evidence.  What  if  a  sale 
does  represent  the  coincidence  of  two,  three,  four  or 
more  judgments?  That  doesn't  make  it  any  stronger  or 
better.  There  may  be  many  fickle  motives  for  the  basis 
of  the  sale,  none  of  which  can  be  depended  upon  equal 
with  earnings,  utility,  or  intrinsic  value.  Then  why 
md  he  not  call  oar  intention  to  thifl  diief  fact? 

Tt  is  common  knowledge  that  gamblers  back  their 
notions,  opinion  or  judgment  by  cash  or  with  their 
money;  that  doeent  make  it  proper  or  prove  anything. 
Sale  value  is  too  uncertain,  too  near  a  guess  to  be  de- 
pended upon  for  ascertaining  real  value  for  any  purpose, 
especially  when  the  first  or  highest  grade  of  evidence 
is  at  our  disposal.  "Why  did  he  not  tell  us  that  no  com- 
petent court  will  consider  for  one  moment,  the  2nd,  3rd, 
4th  or  lower  grade  of  evidence,  until  after  the  chief  or 
l8t  grade  of  evidence  has  been  considered;  then*  the  2nd, 
3rd,  and  all  lower  grades  can  only  be  used  to  add  to, 
to  substantiate  and  corroborate  the  chief  or  higheat 
.  grade  of  evidence  in  the  proper  solution  of  axiy  prottlm, 
or  the  establishing  of  any  fact  or  truth. 

"Full  value  equalizes  asseasmenta,  because  it  erects  a 
dead  wall,  beyond  which  the  assessor  cannot  well  go." 
But,  as  a  matter  of  fact  many  assessors  pay  but  little 
attention  to  this  80«alled  dead  wall  by  going  over  and 
under  it,  by  over  and  under  full  cash  valuation.  If  you 
wish  genuine  co-operation  between  the  taxpayer  and 
the  assessor,  get  it  in  the  only  intelligent,  dependable 
way  by  sworn  statement  of  gross  earnings,  as  clearly 
tabulated  and  demonstrated  by  Utility  or  IntrinBtc  valiie. 

The  above  paper  was  greatly  condensed.  This  shall 
be  ccmaidered  as  Part  1.  Part  2  may  follow  in  order  to 
fit  The  Bulletin  of  the  N.  T.  A.  My  wish  tfl»  that  tt  be 
given  equal  prominence  and  circulation  with  the  original 
paper  at  the  earliest  convenience.  Thla  paper  consists 
of  about  one  th^uiawd  worda  The  original  or  Dr. 
Adsms^  pflpo'  eooalBtK  of  ^ftboot  two  thousand  words. 

Naweon  Wagneb. 

1101  Bmenon  St.  Denver.  Ccdo. 
HftRSi  98th» 


iPage$  191-in,  NaHonal  Tax  Awoofafton  B«ll0Hii, 

June,  1916.) 

There  will  be  two  Round  Tables  this  year.  At  one 
Dr.  Napoleon  Wagner  will  doubtless  undertake  to  meet 
all  comers  (stranglehold  barred),  the  Somers  System 
and  the  Secretary  preferred.  Noua  verroM,  Professor 
Phillips  will  preside  at  one  Round  Table  and  Professor 
Andrews  at  the  other.  "Shall  the  Blind  Lead  the  Blind?" 
Dr.  Wagner  and  Treasurer  Holcomb  say  the  professors 
need  to  be  educated.  Accordln^y  a  whole  sesston  will 
be  devoted  to  '^ucation."  We  will  not  stop  with  edu- 
cating the  profeaaors;  we  shall  educate  the  assessor,  the 
legislator,  the  farmer,  the  college  etndent.  and  Anally 
ourselves.  Incidentally  there  may  be  a  few  educational 
crumbs  left  over  for  the  corporations  and  general  public. 


SHALL  THE  BLIND  LBAO  THE  BLIND? 

By  Napoleon  Wagner 
(ftpee  National  Tax  AasodaHon  BiiUeHH^ 

June,  1916,) 

In  reply  to  Dr.  Thomas  S.  Adams'  eritlcism  of  Napo- 
leon Wagner's  paper,  "Shall  the  Blind  Lead  the  Blind?" 
published  on  page  97  of  the  Bulletin  of  the  National  Tax 
Association: 

First,  we  deny  that  "The  assessor's  task  is  an  ab- 
surdly difBcult  one."  If  so,  is  it  not  clearly  our  fault 
for  not  giving  him  a  stable,  dependable  basis  to  start 
fmn^  to  aacertaia  all  value,  mu^  aa  UtUity  or  Intrintfc 
value? 

Second,  "To  estimate  market  value,  one  must  fre- 
quently capitalize  expected  future  Income."  This  is 
error  No.  2;  our  Utility  plan  deals  only  with  the  past 
and  present,  money  actually  in  hand  or  in  bank,  or  If 
non-use,  probable  earnings;  it  has  absolutely  nothing 
to  do  with  capitalizing  expected  future  Income  or  poten- 
tial xalue:  this  is  clearly  illegal  in  all  Statea,  aiBMMon 
cannot  go  byond  present  cash  value. 

Third— "The  proper  rate  of  capitallzaUoB  Is  disputa- 


ble; the  future  earnings  are  unknown."  This  is  mof 
No.  3:  the  proper  rate  of  capitalization  may  and  shall 
he  definitely  fixed  to  exactly  fit  the  amount  of  the  budget 
each  year.  As  stated  above  in  No.  2— ««»e»W«  have 
nothing  to  do  ujith  future  earnings.  "It  Is  the  uncertain 
capitalization  of  future  uncertidatleB"— ihle  la  a  mere 
play  of  words;  It  goes  beyond  any* gtatotet  and  OftD  hftve 
no  proper  place  in  taxation. 

Fourth.  "What  about  the  vacant  city  lot?"  Rule  No. 
3  of  our  Taxation,  1911,  largely  borrowed  from  the  late 
Hon.  Thomas  M,  Cooley,  viz.:  If  vacant  property  the 
proJtaUe  utility  established  by  the  general  custom  of  the 
Immediate  neighborhood  of  thft  reaaoaableb  awage  ai^ 
nual  rental  value. 

Fifth.  '*What  about  the  lot  that  la  ohvioualy  under- 
improved?"  Improve  it.  Do  not  mix  site  value  with 
Improvement  value;  each  must  be  valued  separately. 
Talne  the  lot  Just  as  If  It  had  no  Improvraaeut;  then 
value  the  Improvement  on  Ita  earning  power.  If  the 
improvement  is  not  suitable  for  the  location.  It  may 
he  a  detriment,  or  of  no  real  value,  yet  having  eoutr 
much  vaing  Ito  construct. 

Sixth.  "What  about  residence  property  occupied  hy 
the  owner?"  Rule  No.  3,  as  per  above,  concisely  and 
definitely  answers  your  Important  question,  whether  im- 
proved or  unimproved  property.  "And  Is  not  the  rental 
or  income  of  expensive  residence  property  frequently 
just  as  uncertain  as  Its  selling  value?"  No,  the  rental 
value  may  be  definitely  determined  no  matter  how  valu- 
able, while  the  selling  value  of  this  very  expensive  class 
of  property  Is  largely  apecnlatlve  or  potential  and  very 
uncertain. 

Seventh.  "What  are  the  true  net  earnings,  or  net 
Income,  of  real  estate?"  No  two  owners,  perhaps,  would 
figure  thir  net  earnings  on  the  same  ttSt  baata;  hence 
the  assessor  must  base  his  figures  only  on  gross  earn- 
ings, by  making  due  allowance  for  vacancy,  repairs,  in- 
surance, taxes,  etc.,  therehy  putting  all  on  the  same 
SQuare  basis  of  facts. 

mg^th.  **1b  unearned  increment  real  or  fanciful?" 
it  10  only  too  real,  as  dearly  tabulated  and  demoaatrated 
id  one  chapter  of  our  proposed  new  edition  of  taxation 
Oft  typed  pages  Noa.  19,  20,  21  and  22,  of  which  our 
worthy  trea«ur«r,  Mr.  Holoomb,  haa  had  a  copy  now  for 
more  than  one  year. 

Ninth.  "And  when  we  determine  the  net  income  or 
earnings  of  real  estate;  how  is  It  to  be  properly  capital- 
ised?" Dr.  Wagner's  answer  will  be  repeated  here,  be- 
cause he  is  charged  with  the  high  crime  or  unpardonable 
offlbnae  of  "a  bland  oratorical  wave  of  the  hand."  As- 
sessors do  not  determine  net  income  of  real  estate  or  of 
any  class  or  kind  of  property.  They  take  the  gross 
income  by  making  due  allowance  for  vacancy,  repairs, 
insurance,  taxes,  etc.,  as  per  above  Na  7.  The  proper 
rate  of  capitalisation  may  and  shall  he  definitely  fixed 
to  exactly  fit  the  aauHmt  of  the  budget  each  year,  as 
per  above  No.  3. 

TttKth.  proper  rate  of  capltaltitatlon  to  one  thing 

Whm  land  values  are  decHnlng  Uttd  another  where  land 
values  are  increasing;  and  what  about  suburban  prop- 
er^, etc.?"  '^e  hnow  of  a  fftrm  still  operated  as  such,* 
and  worth  as  a  farm  about  $175  per  acre,  for  which 
$1^00  an  acre  has  been  frequently  refused,  and  which 
can  be  sold  at  |1,600  per  acre  any  day  to  at  least  fifty 
real  estate  operators,  who  would  be  glad  to  get  it  at 
that  price.  What  immediate  or  real  connection  has 
the  earnings  of  this  property  with  ita  value?"  Really, 
what  a  silly  question  to  ask!  Is  it  not  a  crime  to  let, 
allow  or  permit  this  confessed  demonstrable  great  value 
.  go  to  waste  each  year  simply  because  of  some  foolish, 
obsolete  notion  that  a  farm,  as  such,  should  not  be  taxed 
at  its  real  value,  largely  created  by  society  or  the  dty? 
"The  difference  between  its  farm  value  and  its  value 
for  city  use  exactly  represents  its  unearned  increment." 
Judge  Cooley's  deflBltlon—tule  Na  8  of  our  taxation  1911 
—exactly  fiU\  this  case  on  the  basis  of  the  probable 
earning  power;  not  Ita  poorest  use,  but  its  best  use,  or 
that  use  which  la  clearly  Busoeptible  to  proof  or  demon- 
Btration." 

Eleventh.   "As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  sometimes  both 
easier  and  more  accurate  to  work  from  recognised  mar- 
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ket  conditions,  froiil  admitted  oilers  to  buy,  from  sales, 
than  to  bother  with  the  Income  method  of  valuation." 
This  is  error  of  the  deepest  dye,  of  the  worst  type,  not 
to  solve  but  to  dodge  th^  question  at  issue  of  real  value, 
because  It  is  easlM",  or  the  assessor  is  too  lazy  to  ascer- 
tain real  value,  when  he  is  told  and  plainly  shown  how 
to  do  60.*  And  to  say  that  such  universally  admitted 
uncertainties  are  more  accurate,  is  false.  The  assessor 
should  adopt  the  right  and  proper  method  of  valuation 
In  an  caaea.  ^  ^  ^, 

Twelfth.    "But  in  most  states  at  the  present  time 
the  assessor  is  instructed  to  assess  at  market  value,  and 
to  take  Into  account  every  factor  upon  which  mar- 
ket value  rests.  If  the  property  in  quesUon  Produces  no 
income,  or  if  it  could  be  sold  on  a  basla  altogetner 
divorced  from  Us  present  Income,  it  is  the  plain  duty 
of  the  assessor  to  take  the  value  at  which  it  could  be 
sold.  This  is  the  law,  and  observance  of  the  law  Is  more 
Important  even  than  Dr.  Wagrner's  theory  of  value. 
The  observance  of  the  law  and  the  abovu  paragraph  is 
strictly  in  accordance  with  botb  the  theory  and  practice 
of  Dr  Wagner,  as  clearly  demonstrated  above  and  by 
all  his  writing.    His  UUlity  System  clearly  iQcludes 
every  factor  of  value  of  all  classes  and  idl  kisida  of 
property. 

Thirteenth.  We  shall  spare  the  worthy  professor  frmn 
copying  the  balance  of  his  article;  we  good-naturedly 
consider  it  a  mere  bit  of  perhaps  just  wrath,  wholly 
dnlnformed,  personal  sarcastic  presumption  for  our 
somewhat  causUc,  but  I  believe  true  and  fair  criticism, 
"Shall  the  Blind  Lead  the  Blind?"  which  is  a  reply  to 
his  article.  "Short  Talks  to  Assessors,"  pages  54-56  of 
the  March  number  of  the  Bulletin. 

Fourteenth.  "If  the  Doctor  spent  the  time  which  he 
devotes  to  flinging  mud,  in  solving  the  dtfBcult  prob- 
lems." etc.  This  is  just  what  the  Doctor  has  been  unsel- 
flshlv  doing  for  a  number  of  years,  and  he  is  now  duly 
informed  much  of  his  slow,  hard,  labortous  work  Is  a 
vwy  eoB^USlVe  solution  of  these  difficult  ])roblems.  Will 
you  consider  and  publish  about  200  pages  of  400  words 
to  the  page  of  this  material?— a*  per  copy  of  nay  Pr^ 
posed  prefatory  note.  "A  paper— Economics  with  a 
SmUe,"  which  I  sent  to  you  May  16,  1916,  and  as  yet 
you  have  not  even  answered,  or  acknowledged  receipt 
of  these  valuable  papers.  In  said  letter,  and  now  again, 
T  ask-  Will  you  please  permit  me  to  read  or  get  this 
paper,  "Economics  irtth  a  Smile."  properly  before  the 
.National  Tax  Association  at  our  next  conference  at  In- 
dianapolis? It  wiU  perhaps  be  one  chapter  in  our  taxa- 
tion, which  we  are  re-wrlttng; 

Fifteenth.    "I  do  not  wear  a  professors  gown  (out 
it  is  not  because  ope  has  not  been  tendered  to  me),  and 
therefore,  In  courtesy  and  fair  treatment,  in  the  mind 
•  of  some,  entirely  beyond  the  pale  ot  those  who  do  wear 
a  professor's  frock.  ,      ,      u  1- 

Sixteenth.  I  kindly  ask  that  you  give  the  above  reply 
equal  publication  and  circulaUon  with  your  Paper/"  What 
is  Value?"  on  pages  89  to  90  of  the  May,  1916,  BuUettn, 
and  then  let  our  readers  and  the  world  judge  of  our 
respective  mutual  qualities  of  abiUty  or  "inability  to 
think."  etc.  This  paper  is  much  longer  than  was  in- 
tended but  I  could  not  properly  nse  less  space  and  intel- 
ligently answer  even  very  briefly  all  your  numerous 

questions.  %  ,  ,  r.i-  i  >  ' 

Part  2  of  my  paper.  "Shall  the  Blind  Lead  the  Blind? 
has  already  long  since  been  prepared,  but  out  of  due 
respect  for  our  gentle  readers  this  must  go  over  until 
a  later  date;  hence  we  will  not  submit  it  at  this  time 

Mr  Holcomb  seems  to  be  bitterly  opposed  to  getting 
all  my  writings  properly  beftore  the  public,  as  you  are 
or  seem  to  be.  which  T  most  respectfully  protest.  I  am 
compelled  to  reluctantly  say  to  both  of  you  gentlemen 
that  condwit  and  acts  speak  louder  than  mere  words 
or  mere  promises.  Consistency  does  not  mean  praise 
with  one  breath,  and  with  the  net  breath  false  or  unjust 
criticism  by  innuendo,  by  an  insipid  smile  of  amuse- 
ment, by  sophistry,  or  otherwise.  My  sole  mi^oa  Ib  a 
diligent  and,  I  hope,  a  consistent  search  for  truth, 

Slnoertiy  yours. 

Napoleon  Wagneb. 

June  «th,  1916.        1101  Bmeraon  St,  Denver,  Colo. 


SfiAIX  THE  BUND  I^D  THE  BUND? 
By  Napoleon  Wagnbu 
PART  TWO 

ShaU  the  blind  lead  the  blind  or  rather  sb^  the 
wilful  and  paid  blind  i>revf  ut  the  rest  of  us  from  clearly 
seeing  of  both  sight  and  site  value,  and  all  other  value, 
when  properly  ascertained  by  Utility  or  intrinsic  value? 
This  is  the  question  as  suggested  to  our  mind  by  Dr. 
Thomas  S.  Adams'  "Short  Talks  to  Assessors,"  pages 
54-56  In  The  Bulletin  of  the  National  Tax  Association 
for  March,  1916.  Part  One  waa  puWlshed  In  the  May 
number  of  The  Bulletin. 

Why  did  Dr.  Thomas  S.  Adams  not  tell  us  that  but 
little  importance  can  be  placed  upon  SALB  VALUE 
even  if  it  is  correctly  reported— as  it  is  generally  re- 
ported^ Who  can  say  that  any  dependable  importance 
can'be'placed  upon  SALE  VALUE,  for  want  of  knowing 
THE  REAL  AMOUNT  AND  THE  REAL  MOTIVE  for 
the  consideration  or  sale  price?  There  are  no  salea  In 
some  classes  of  property,  and  hut  veiy  few  waam  in 
many  other  classes  of  property. 

But  he  does  tell  us,  "The  assessor  knows  vrnat  is 
practically  possible  and  practically  impossible,  etc." 
Now.  how  can  the  newly  elected,  green,  Inexperieuced 
assessor  ivnow  this,  when  the  Professw  doeent  know  It? 
Is  it  not  foolish,  under  existing  conditions,  for  the 
teacher  to  dodge  by  attempting  to  sWft  this  responsi- 
blllty  and  error  from  his  own  shoulders  upon  the  shoul- 
ders of  the  poor,  innocent  lamb  of  ;i  new  or  raw  recruit 
of  an  assessor?  Is  it  fair  to  expect  or  demand  expert  or 
proper  work  and  results  from  a  novloe?    Instead  of 
giving  him  flattery,  clearly  implying  that  the  novice 
knows  more  than  the  teacher,  had  we  better  not  help 
him.  by  giving  him  perfectly  plain,  feasible,  detailed  in- 
struction  of  how  to  ascertain  value?   Then  he  will  know 
what  the  teacher  has  apparently  been  trying  so  hard 
to  t^  him.  Give  him  the  simple  rules  and  tools,  with 
InatnMtlons  how  to  properly  use  them,  and  he  will  do 
you  a  good  job  every  time.    Don  t  make  a  mountain 
out  of  a  moldlllL  Ascertaining  proper  relative  value  is 
a  simple  problem,  even  if  it  has  remained  unsolved  from 
Adam  and  Eve's  time  on  down  past  Adam  Smith's  tune 
to  Professor  Thomas  S.  Adams'  time,  as  has  been  plainly 
and  clearly  proven  by  tabulation  and  demonstration  to 
T  S.  Adams  et  al.  But  of  course,  If  you  convlnoe  a  man 
against  his  will,  he  will  be  of  the  same  opinion  stilL 

However,  we  need  give  this  problem  no  additional 
thought.  IT  IS  SOLVED,  excepting  tbo  deUll  arrange- 
ment But  what  is  of  vastly  greater  importance  for 
us  now  Is  to  convince  the  interests  that  it  will  be  for 
their  BEST  INTKRHST  to  adopt  it,  and  to  this  we 
have  also  about  succeeded,  after  more  than  five  years 
work«  by  unparalleled  wanton  waste  and  effort  of  the 
wars  have  made  it  possible  for  us  to  make  the  proper 
demonstration  and  solution  of  this  problem  to  the  inter- 
ests equally  &b  clear  and  conclusive  as  the  original  prob- 
lem ot  how  to  aaottrtaia  anbstaaOaUy  corroet  r^aUve 
value 

Strange  as  it  may  seem,  the  Adams,  the  Smiths  and 
the  DOUBTING  THOBIAS,  have  not  distinguished  thenv 
selves  in  solving  value  problems,  but  in  some  respecU 
have  been  really  famous. 

The  situation  can  only  be  understood  by  taking  it  up 
open-mlndedly.  The  plan  of  UtUity  or  intrinsic  value 
must  be  settled  on  broad  grounds  of  enlightened  ju^ce. 
So  much  for  facts  that  are  as  open  and  clear  as  sunSlihM 
at  noon.    CONFIDENCE  DOES  EVERYTHING. 

Civilization  Itself  Is  evidence  of  CONFTOHNCB  un- 
daunted by  fool  opinions  or  judgments.  The  origin  or 
theory  of  value,  a  medium  of  exchange  or  the  history  of 
money  has  nothing  to  do  with  taxation,  excepting  its 
proper  practical  application,  and  use  in  comparing 
values,  one  with  another,  on  the  same  fair  basis,  is  all 
that  is  required  in  determining  relative  and  uniform 
value.    PLAY  THE  GAME  FAIR. 

Are  publicists,  economists  and  eilui-ators  generally 
playing  the  game  fair,  not  only  in  original  investigation, 
or  research  work,  but  in  any  field  of  human  learning? 
Are  they  fair  in  doing  justice  to  the  unknown,  who  have 
tilear^  and  uonduslv^  solved  some  tfUtailt*  tai^ 
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standing  moot  proWems?  Are  Jthey  afraid  the  new- 
comer may  enrn  some  merit  or  surpass  them  iu  their 
strongly  intrenched  hii^h  and  supposedly  secure  gfficial 
or  otlier  position,  or  is  it  just  pure  i)rejuclice,  selftsh- 
ness.  trrecd  and  jealou-sy  ?  Ncr  is  It  to  be  wondered  at 
tliat,  up  to  the  present  time,  they  have  given  slight  rec- 
ognition to  the  clearly  demonstrated  plan  of  rtility  or 
InlrinGic  Vjilue  as  a  proper  basis  for  ascertainiug  rela- 
tive value  for  assessment  and  taxation  of  all  kinds  of 
property. 

Yet  this  matter  hns  heeu  plainly  before  them  for  more 
than  five  vears.    Lilvewise.  they  have  neglected  and 
failed  as  a'class  to  raise  their  VOICE  OR  INFLUENCE 
TO  put  out  of  commission  what  they  all  should  know  to 
l)e  j'.n  unfair  and  pernicious  so^alled  scientific  system 
of  a^certainint;  values.  Known  as  the  Som.ers"  or  Unit 
System,  as  well  as  all  other  systems,  which  are  chiefly 
based  on  mere  opinion,  or  judgment,  to  ascertain  value. 
By  carelessness  aivl  np^loct  to  properly  inform  the  peo^ 
pie.  regardless  of  their  respective  motives,  are  they  not 
each  one  guilty  or  pariiceps  criminisf    Are  not  such 
\:u-hv<^  unpardonable  in  and  among  this  type  of  sup- 
posedly true  guardians  to  properly  protect  the  peoples 
'rights?   Is  this  what  they  are  honored  for,  Ij>  receiving 
the  high  offices  and  big  salaries?    Are  they  to  stand 
by  or  sit  still,  without  raising  their  voices  in  giving 
warning,  when  they  know  or  if  they  are  (omj.etent 
should  know  of  the  error,  deception,  and  robbery  of  the 
people,  who  pay  their  salary?   Are  they  receiving  an- 
other salary,  influenf-e.  domination  or  control  from  a 
special  class  for  special  privilege  against  the  general 
Interest  their  employer— THE  PEOPLE?   If  so.  are  they 
not  traitors,  and  should  they  not  be  speedily  recalled. 
Should  they  not  be  consigned  or  sent  to  a  good  reform 
school,  there  'to  he  taught  the  hl^er  principles  and 
laws  of  their  most  worthy  calling,  whirh  they  would 
seem  to  be  devoid  of,  viz.:  integrity,  truth  and  honor, 
nntll  they  learn  to  play  a  fair  game?  Are  they  net  (on- 
stantlv  fawnins  and  todyinj:.  passing  bouquets  and  pat- 
ling  one  another  on  the  back,  perhaps  not  unlilce  silly 
school  chfldren.  composed  of  little  cliques  and  dans, 
members  of  this  or  that  secret  society,  until  the  head 
swells,  and  the  hatband  becomes  too  small  for  proper 
reaaoning,  logic  or  truth.    Then  class  and  other  sinister 
influence,  sophlfltry,  bluff  and  trickery  set  proper  reason 
at  deftance. 

Shmild  this  type  of  publicist.  e<onounsr  or  professor 
be  longer  left  in  position  to  mold  or  to  help  mold  true 
DttUic  opinion?  Are  they  not  each  a  stigma  and  dis- 
grace to  their  respective  high  calling?  Are  they  not  too 
slow  or  lax  to  see  and  advocate  any  new  truth  unless  it 
comes  from  one  of  their  speolal  brand  or  caste?  If  from 
anv  ouisi.ir  source,  are  they  not  ever  ready  to  chloro- 
form, strangle  or  smother  the  idea?  Is  this  not  pedantry? 

True  revelation,  lifting  the  veil,  properly  solving, 
analvzing  and  making  h^^p'"!  a"  discoveries,  can 

only'  be  had  by  Independence  of  thought,  action,  imagi- 
nation and  inspiration  of  the  unassuming,  consc  entious 
student     Anv  silencer  or  collar  breaks  the  sP"j^' 
stroys  our   usefuluess   tor   independent  and  original 
thought  or  research  work. 

it  uot  iierfectly  clear  that  Dr.  Adams  was  trying 
hard  to  tell  the  assessors  how  to  properly  do  something 
wWch  he  did  not  know  how  to  do  himself?  Is  it  uot 
perfectly  clear  that  this  is  equally  true  of  ^any  other 
nubllcists,  economists,  educators,  etc..  from  the  highest 
to  the  lowest  and  from  Adam  and  ^:ve's  time  on  down 
pa?t  Adam  Smith's  time  lo  and  including  the  present 
lime''  Now,  if  this  is  true,  and  we  thhilt  there  is  much 
truth  in  it  viz.:  That  the  world  has  never  been  taught 
how  to  properly  ascertain  value,  does  it  not  behoove  ua 
an  to  sit  up  <or  stand  up)  and  take  notice  of  the  proper 
aolutioii  of  this  problem?  This  plan  we  have  had  before 
the  world  since  1911.  , , , 

Ts  it  not  tncomprehensIWe  obstinacy,  wabhhng  and 
vacilk^fins.  the  chief,  if  not  the  entire  altitude  of  the 
present  officials  of  the  National  Tax  Assoel^lon  in  this 
to^gaUon?  AW.  JUST.  EFFECTIVE  P\^^BL  C  CRIT- 
ICIPM  must  he  specific  in  designating  either  the  office 
or  the  officer,  otherwise  it  is  worse  than  useless  by  beii« 
too  general,  ete. 


Dr  T  S  Adams,  secretary,  and  the  National  Tax 
Association,  why  do  you  not  give  to  the  people  our  ideas, 
V8  the  Somers  System  and  all  other  systems  of  taxation, 
which  are  whollv  or  chiefly  ha^ed  on  mere  so-called  con- 
sensus or  community  opinion  to  ascertain  all  value? 
Dodging  or  evasion  has  never  yet  properly  solved  any 
problem  Is  "scientific  snobbishness"  hypercriticlsm  of 
such  a  superit.r  breed  of  economist  whose  smartness  en- 
titled them  to  refuse  recognition  to  demonstrahle.  but 
homelv  simple  facts  at  the  expense  of  scientific  indus- 
try*' Is  this  not  a  mischievous  concept  of  the  specialist 
in  economic  theorv  who  refuses  to  investigate  i>ositive 
inquiry'  Do  any  two  economisU  cf  this  type  agree  on 
any  one  point,  unless  by  special  caste  or  influence? 

PROOF— not  any  particular  mode  of  PROOF— is  the 
essential  requisite  of  scientific  thought.    May  not  the 
fledgling  or  any  one  incorporate  the  tested  result  of  Bis 
own  research?    Is  this  not  the  manner  in  which  the 
progress  of  science  is  registered?    Shall  "Metaeconom- 
ics*'  obscure,  bottle  or  hermetically  seal  demonstrable 
truths?    It  seems  to  me,  what  we  need  is  a  larger  sci- 
entific conscientiousness,  not  of  half-truths,  hut  whole 
truths,  and  a  ready  wllltngness  to  accept  and  adopt 
them,  regardless  of  whether  we  we:»r  or  do  not  wear  a 
professor's  gown.    If  we  survey  pi\  Thomas  S.  Adams 
and  some  of  the  leading  economiste,  but  not  all  of  toda> 
correctlv,  are  thev  not  composed  of  a  splendid  type  oi 
individual  second-hand  men  as  sharp  as  razors  and  as 
Iceen  as  two-edged  swords  In  remolding  and  working 
over  other  people's  old  or  obsolete  ideas?   Are  they  or 
do  they  as  a  class  not  seem  to  be  wanting  or  devoid  oi 
much  really  original  ideas,  or  genuine  research,  prac- 
tical work?    Are  not  the  admitted  tons  of  books  and 
writing  upon  the  subject  proof  of  this  fact?   Does  not 
this  vast  mat^s  of  stiitT  or  muterir.l  on  economics  largely 
or  chiefly  consist  of  hypothetical,  philosophical,  finfr 
span  theories  of  but  little  If  any  value  to  the  world? 
If  this  is  true,  and  we  think  there  is  a  lot 
it.  why  yes,  pray  why  should  they  be  considered  the 
final  writers,  the  masters  or  leaders  of  thought  on  this 
all-important  subject,  over  and  above  administrative  or 
demonstrable  practical  ideas  on  economics?  They  seem 
to  be  pure  theorists,  without  much,  if  any.  useful  or 
practieal  original  ideas  in  their  Juaads.    Is  this  state 
of  a  practically  non-thinking  pro|w»«r  largely  produced 
by  flattery*  todylng  and  pontine  one  anoUw  on  the 
bank,  etc.? 

Is  Dr  Wasner  really  a  mud-flinger?  if  so,  what  and 
where  is  the  mud?  Would  it  not  be  weU  to  remember 
that  the  mere  assertion  of  saying  so  doesn't  m&ke  it  so 
without  you  can  prove  it.  and  we  challenge  any  honest 

man  to  do  this?  "<3«t  busy."  f itV^\,i;™VMntTrH 
the  words  as  being  muddy,  or  else  BE  M^I-Y  ENOUGH 
TO  RETRACT  YOUR  CHARGES.  We  believe  the 
charges  referred  to  and  the  treatment  we  have  received 
of  this  entire  subject  fully  justifies  and.  warrants  the 
emphasis  of  our  reply  in  each  instance. 

We  all  know  In  the  last  analysis,  it  is  earning,  utility 
or  intrinsic  value  that  establishes  the  true  piloe  basis 
of  securities  of  all  descriptions  and  of  all  kinds  of 
property.  Actual  earnings  are  the  true  levelers  Of  aji 
values.  This  can  not  be  too  stronohj  emphastzed, 

Votice  the  following  wordtf.  in  the  leafiet  of  the  Tenth 
Annual  Conference,  sent  out  by  the  treasurer  of  the 
National    Tax    Association:      "Our    pe-uliar  function 
is    to    furnish    a    forum    for    the    free    and  full 
discussion    of    all    problems,    state    and  national. 
Is  this  so?    Or  is  it  a  mere  hypocritical  tffetenie^ 
as    per    tiie    correspondence    and    record    In  the 
nerfectly  fair  and  honest  investigation  and  denunciation 
S  mere  opinion,  and  the  Somers  or  Unit  System,  etc. 
Instead  of  justlv  and  properly  exposing  this  error,  ana 
wrong  system,  have  not  the  National  Tax  Association  by 
its  secretarv  wantonly,  wickedly,  and  maliciously  tried  to 
slander  me?  For  what,  and  for  why?  Simply  hecause  I 
clearly  exposed  the  errors  of  this  system  in  perfectly  fair 
criticism  of  his  rather  mischievous  ifoot  silly  article. 
Short  Talks  to  Assessors/'  etc..  In  the  Bulletin  for  March 
and  May,  1916.   Now,  we  all  know,  or  should  know, 
8«ainBt  slander  thw-e  Is  no  defense.  It  starts  with  a  word 
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—with  a  nod— with  a  shrug— with  a  look— with  a  smile, 
etc  It  is  the  poisoned  arrow  whose  wounr!s  are  incur 
able;  it  is  the  mortal  sting  of  the  deadly  adder,  murder 
Its  employment,  innocence  its  prey,  and  ruin  its  sport. 
The  shallow  and  vain  and  spi'oful  are  incapable  of  esti- 
mating the  injury  that  slander  may  do.  There  is  noth- 
ing more  detestable  than  deliberate  slander  that  springs 
from  envy  and  malice. 

It  is  he  who  has  character  and  reputation  of  his  oA^'l 
who  should  he  most  careful  how  he  speaks  of  others. 
"Is  there  not  wisdom  in  the  proverb  v/hich  says  that 
dead  flies  cause  precious  ointment  to  stink?  "  May  not 
some  of  these  "dead  flies'*  be  mistranslations;  some  of 
them  misinterpretation?  or  some  of  them  lnteri)olatlons . 
Is  it  not  a  double  slander  when  it  is  directed  not  only 
against  me.  but  also  against  my  work.  whi<h  we 
know  to  be  a  truth?  The  man  who  thus  fllch^  from  ine 
my  good  name  does  nie  an  injury,  which  neither  tndns- 
trv  nor  charity,  nor  time  itself  can  repair. 

The  above  paper  of  about  two  pages  was  greatly  con- 
densed.  Parts  Three  and  Four,  etc.,  may  follow^lt 
necessary. 

In  view  of  the  fart  and  threat  that  you  nmke  In  your 
letter  to  me  of  date  June  IS,  191G,  that  you  "Shall  not 
feel  called  upon  to  answer  any  of  my  future  letters. 
Nor  shall  I.  unless  so  directed  hy  the  Editorial  Board 
of  the  Bulletin  of  the  National  Tax  Association  print 
any  more  of  vour  communications,  etc."  And  as  this 
board  is  composed  of  the  president,  secretary  and  treas- 
urer, of  which  the  secretary  and  treasurer  are  known  to 
be  biased  and  hostile  to  the  views  advocated  by  me,  I 
suppose  you  have  both  the  power  and  authority  to  arbi- 
trarily and  obstinately  refufle  to  do  so. 

Yet  on  Paf^e  97  of  the  Bulletin,  you  say:  "We  hope 
for  much  similar  discussion  in  the  future.*/  LK^ter.  on 
June  10.  1916.  vou  accepted  our  reply  to  your  editorial. 
"What  Is  Value?"  etc.  Now  is  there  any  consistency 
in  these  letters  and  statements  and  acts  of  conduct. 


which  seem  to  conflict  one  with  the  other;  are  they  not 
at  variance  with  the  trut!i?  Do  they  not  tend  toif 
possible  bar,  hinder  and  i»revent  me  and  my  work  frwn 
getting  a  fair  or  anv  sort  of  a  hearing  on  iiure  mentT 
I  wish  to  afik— do  Dr.  T.  S.  Adams  as  secretary,  and 
Mr  A  E  Holcomb  as  treasurer  of  the  National  Tax  As- 
sociation imssess  any  such  arbitrary  power  and  author- 
ity so  as  to  prevent  a  free,  fair  and  full  investigation 
of  anv  worthv  tax  quesHons?  If  so,  had  we  not  better 
turn  i"he  fair  iii;in:iirement  of  the  whole  organi/'ition  over 
to  ih.  ni  I'ud  their  manifestly  unfair  and  unjust  methods. 

It  mauers  little  whether  these  are  salary  paid  officUls 
or  not.  if  they  caniioi  do.  or  refuse  to  do.  what  is  for 
the  best  interests  in  fair,  open  and  honorable  acts  and 
conduct  of  this  great  and  worthy  National  Tax  Asso- 
ciation, should  they  not  pioin:)11y  RESIGN,  and  thc-reby 
let  other  more  worthy,  competent  and  effit  ieni  officials 
proi>erly  conduct  its  managMnent? 

Our  utility  System  of  taxation  saved  Denver  tax- 
pavers  more  than  $280,000  in  one  year— 1911.  This  Is  8 
truth,  subject  to  proof  or  demonstration  by  public  rec- 
ord How  nuuh  more  of  value  our  work  then  and  since 
saved  thU  and  other  large  American  cities  would  prob- 
ably  equal  or  exceed  in  value  maay.  many  mUllons  of 
dollars. 

Positively,  I  seek  no  office,  emolument,  or  recognition 
of  anv  hind,  except  a  fair  hearing  for  the  principles  of 
acieii'V:  first,  for  fair  Denver,  then  for  the  world: 
neither  my  health  nor  eyes  will  admit  of  regular  work: 
however.  I  recognise  this  work  as  a  great  privilei;e  and 
my  highest  dutv  as  a  citizen,  to  do  what  1  can  for  all 
of  God's  children  everywhere,  without  charge  and  with- 
out price.  NAPOuair  Wa«wk»* 

Denver.  Colo,,  July  6,  1916. 

77).  ahove  paper  uns  rcfuard  puhlicati'tv  in  The  Bulle- 
tin of  the  Natimal  Tax  Aasociaiion,  by  both  T.  S.  Adamt 
and  Fred  R*  FairehM^  *ccr«tartet,  ete. 
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New  Fwts  in  Utility  vs.  Old  or  Obsolete  Beliefs 


to  say.  value  remains  the  same  regardless  of  ownership, 
use,  etc.,  in  all  cases.    The  Somers  people  and  Unit  System 
say  this.   "See  Mr.  Doty,  page  110,  City  Club  Bulletin,  No- 
vember 16.  1910,  Phila.,  Pa."    But  it  also  says  their  system 
will  not  meet  all  cases,  that  there  are  5%  or  more  exccirtioiis. 
Assessor's  final  and  official  figures  given  for  BIk.  161.  E.  H.. 
are  as  follows,  viz.:  Lots  1  and  2.  $227,500.   Lots  3  and  4. 
$106,900.    Hence  1  and  2  pays  on  valuation  of  a  small  frae- 
^on  more  than  twice  as  much  as  3  and  4,  when  it  should  pa\ 
on  valuation  of  3.40  times  as  much  as  3  and  4,  as  evidenced 
by  each  30  days'  rent  receipts  of  ground  floor  pn'v-  ^o 
admit  of  fair  and  just  comparison:  1  and  2  receive  51,025 
per  month,  3  and  4  receive  $300  per  month.    H  both  arc 
taxed  alike,  1  and  2  should  pay  3.40  times  more  than  3  and  4. 
which  equals  S363.460,  but  as  it  only  pays  on  valuation  of 
$227,500,  it  therefore  entirely  escapes  paying  on  ^al"*'*^" 
$135,960  each  year.    Nos.  3  and  4  ai%  valued  at  $29,3W 
more  than  No».  S  and  6  and  $34,900  more  than  Nos.  7  and  8. 
is  this  not  ridicnlous,  from— 8%  to  48^ .  when  all  have  the 
same  ground  rental?  What  is  true  of  this  block  and  corner 
is  practically  true  of  evcr>'  other  similarly  situdted,  Ut  a 
greater  or  less  degree,  in  the  entire  business  district.  «ome 
l.and-2-1ot  corners  escaping  payment  for  from  $100,000  to 
nearh  $400,000  each  year.    While  on  its  apparent  lace  it 
does  not  seem  to  make  so  much  difference  whefe  tour  or 
more  eomer  lots  are  held  by  one  title,  yet  this  is  enormons 
error  because  this  greater  tax  value  should  be  apportioned 
to  all  other  taxpayers  in  the  city,  lessening  each  one  s  tax 
to  that  extent.    If  this  is  not  changed,  we  believe  it  ts  -p- 
paNnt  that  each  first  and  second  lot  on  every  corner  m  th-j 
eDtire  buaiMs  diitrlet  will  be  greedy  ttnder*valne4 
Surely  the  statement  is  umounaea,  ip         -     -  — ^         approwmately—  S104  240 

BI-woTmo  Lota  31  and  32   R*^"^         ^  ^0  Escapes  payment  on  valuatton  of  *  So  mS 

K  T9  \Ts   1  and  ^  Re»t  "tio  3  57  Escapes  pay  ment  on  va  nation  o^  

i:ots      and  V  :  :  :  :  *;   Rent  ratio  3J»  Escape,  payment  on  va luauon  o  WJJW 

1^'  L^is  31  and  32   Re«t  ratio  4.00  Escapes  payment  on  va^uauon  of  W,aW 

 .gss^^ j::?:;^; s 

Block  196,  Lots  17  and  18  *  _ . , .  .^Kaat  wiio   wsmmp^  p»y-w 


AMENDE  PROTEST  DATED  AUG.  8,  IWI,  ALSO 
DAT^  DENVER,  COLORADO.  OCT.  4.  1911, 
TO  ASSESSOR  HENRY  J.  ARNOLD 

My  Dear  Sir: 

As  a  citizen  and  uxpayer  of  Denver  for  more  tiian  25- 
vMTS,  I,  with  others,  hereby  enter  our  earnest  protest  a;iainu 
your  adopting  the  Somers  or  Unit  System  of  taxation,  without 
some  change  or  modification  is  made  before  you  do  so.  If 
the  amounts  and  figures  are  correct,  results  of  said  system 
of  Block  161,  £.  D^  and  after  careful  examinaUon  you  assure 
me  they  are  correct  and  will  he  ofieial.  If  tWs  is  odopiea 
without  change  1  think  it  will  be  the  worst  botch  ever  at- 
tempted on  an  inUlUgeat  community.  We  helieye  it  can 
be  clearly  shown,  instead  of  rendering  equal  and  jMt  taxa- 
tion, it  does  the  oppotite»  and  for  Ae  foUowing  reaaona  we 

protest,  viz.:  ,  ,  ,       .  . 

First,  no  harmful  personal  reference  is  mtended,  and  m 
order  to  disclaim  any  personal  motive  or  interest,  I  request 
the  Charity  Organization  Society  of  Denver  to  act  as  final 
arbiter  on  tlie  merits  ^  Aia  eontrdversy,  who  shall  %h$ft 
and  profit  to  the  extent  of  all  my  personal  mterests  for  tiieir 
time  and  attention  in  having  this  serious  complicated  error 
eoneeted  before  it  is  too  late.  This  principle  is  too  impor- 
tant to  be  overlooked;  it  represents  too  great  value  to  be 
i^red;  it  must  and  will  be  established  if  comparative 
iortiee  is  had.  While  we  are  at  it,  let  us  get  this  important 
matter  settled  right,  even  if  it  does  make  sonw  honest 
exceptions,  which  will  require  extra  egmrea  aad.^  aoirti- 
eetion  of  a  new  rule  or  two  to  mds*  |tiat  and  wiitorm 
according  to  value.  .  j  •    x  1 

Surely  the  statement  is  unfounded,  in  faet,  and  is  iMse 
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Blodc  98,  Lot!  15  wid  16  ...RMt  ratio  6^5. . 

BloA  161,  Lota  1  and  2. . . . >.  Rent  ratio  3.40. 

Block  167,  Loto  17  and  18  »  Rent  ratio  4.43. . 

Block  67,  Lota  15  and  16. .  Rent  ratio  2.00. 

Block  76,  Lota  51  and  32  Rant  ratio  4.84 

Block  40,  Lots  17  and  18  Rent  ratio  3.00  . . 

raock  161,  Lots  17,  18  and  19  .  -Rent  ratio  3.54. . 

Block  107,  Lots  30,  31  and  32  *.....R«nt  ratio  4^.. 

Block  140.  Lots  17,  18,  19  and  20  Rent  ratio  4,75  .. 

Block  129.  Lots  13.  14.  15  and  16  Rent  ratio  322.. 

Block  128,  Lots  17  and  18,  Est  Rent  ratio  2^5.. 

Block  128,  Lots  15  and  16,  Est  Rent  ratio  4J7.. 

Block  1%.  Lots  31  and  32,  Est  Rent  ratio  4irt.. 

niock  175,  Lots  15  and  16  ^^..Rcnt  ratio  3.68 

lUock  161.  Lots  31  and  32  Rent  ratio  325 

Block  209.  Lots  17  and  18!  Rent  ratio  2.71  ' 

Block  209.  Lots  15  and  16....,,  Rent  ratio  4.62 

Block  130.  Lots  17  and  18  ...Rent  ratio  3.65 

Block  107,  Lou  15  and  16  Rent  intoo  333 

and  many  othora,  we  think,  by  conservative  eatimate  win 
escape  payment  on  valuation  of  $25,000,000  or  more  thia 
year,  if  the  Somers  or  Unit  system  and  figures  are  allowed 
or  permitted  to  go  into  effect  at  this  time.  Where  both  or 
all  make  the  best  possible  use  all  should  be  assessed  at  the 
same  relative  value.  We  judge  the  future  by  the  past  and 
praaeat,  hence  the  reasonable  annual  average  past  and  pres- 
ent cash  rent  or  probable  utility  is  the  proper  test  for  cor- 
rect basis  of  valuation  either  for  sale  or  assessment.  There 
is  no  better  or  more  correct  test  of  true  value.  Recorded 
leases  for  future  rent  by  irresponsible  tenants,  which  may 
be  voided  or  broken  at  will  of  tenant,  is  like  a  rope  of  sand, 
of  littio  Iwlp  in  arriving  at  real  value.  An  occasional  odd 
sale  may  be  bi^  or  low  and  likewise  misleading  in  arriving 
at  r«al  value.  But  praedcd  every-day  utility,  cadi  rent  in 
hand  each  30  days,  mmm  irfri— di  aoyoae  mid  on  this  yoa 
can  always  bank. 

''The  unit  value  equals  1  loot  wide  and  100  feet  deep  on 
four  sides,  ecnter  of  eadi  block.  If  the  Units  are  wrong 
severally  or  in  comparison  one  with  another,  then  of  course 
the  dollar  value  of  the  different  lots  will  be  wrong,  although 
the  various  lot  values  would  still  be  mathematically  pro- 
portional to  each  other.  A  rule  or  system  is  most  valuable 
that  solves  the  greatest  number  of  pibblems.  H  diere  is 
some  local  influence  outside  the  normal  street  influence, 
whether  that  influence  be  enhancing  or  detracting  effect, 
that  influence  ^MMad  be  s^aratay  considared  m  its  effect 
upon  v  ahMb  See  lh»  Boatn  GoanMD,  Pege  4,  Jme  24, 

The  Somers  Unit  System  as  a  commercial  company  nat- 
vally  mtkm  generous  claims.  It  claims  each  man's  property 
is  assessed  on  the  same  basis  as  his  neighbor.  This  is  not 
true,  as  to  proven  value  of  lots  3  and  4,  compared  with 
1  and  2  or  5  and  6  in  Block  161.  E.  D.  The  tables,  scales 
and  measnre  seems  to  be  faulty  or  inapplicable.  A  correct 
ayslam  should  measure  out  valnes  aBke  to  afl  and  not  favor 
1  and  2  at  expense  of  3,  4,  5.  6,  ete. 

"Of  course  in  all  rules  to  be  used  in  this  business,  wc  can 
only  claim  as  best  the  one  that  will  fit  the  largest  number 
of  eases.  There  will  always  be  exception.  But  the  Somers 
curve  of  value  I  think  will  fit  at  least  95%  and  it  is  better 
to  use  only  one  curve  of  value  and  make  special  adjiutment 
for  the  special  cases.  Page  12,  February,  1911,  Analysis  of 
the  Chicago  Assessor's  Plan  o£  Computing  Site  Values. 
Also  Page  14.  the  Somers  Plan  of  treating  an  alley  as  a 
s^ol^  and  distributing  that  value  pro  rata  is  not  only  fairer 
bvt  is  really  in  accord  with  the  facts,"  We  claim  ail  inside 
hts  skemid  be  treated  prMHeally  the  same  amd  Ml  are  inside 
Imts  which  have  only  alley  and  cross  street  entrance 
wkem  siwf  eitf  from  comer.  This  is  also  in  accord  with  the 
facts. 

•it  is  claimed  the  Somers  system  endeavors  to  take  into 
consideration  all  the  factors  which  enter  into  the  value  of 
a  piece  of  real  estate,  etc.  The  vahie  off  plottage  is  not 
mixed  op  or  taken  into  consideration  with  the  size  and  shape 
of  the  lots  or  its  situation  on  a  comer.  Nor  does  it  in  this 
instance  seem  to  concern  itself  wiA  the  perraaneot  MsscDed 
rent  or  income."  It  almost  impudently  says  one  man  may 
TwiaV*  better  use  of  a  tract  of  land  than  another,  but  that 
does  not  affeet  its  value  from  ^  tax  assessor's  standpoint. 
Nvvr,  1  flinly  haiiov^  after  esfiM  eOiigiderati«9»  this  to  be 


Escapes 
Escapes 
Escapes 
Escapes 
Escapes 
Escapes 
Escapes 
Escapes 
Escapes 
Escapes 
Escapes 
Escapes 
.Escapes 


payment  on  valuation  of  4^,075 

payment  on  valuation  of......  135^969 

payment  on  valuation  of   8M29 

payment  on  valuation  of....-.-.-....^-- 

payment  on  valuation  of  172.208 

payment  on  valuation  of   28,500 

payment  on  valuation  of   223*690 

payment  on  valuation  of   106,523 

payment  on  valuation  of  262,137 

payment  on  valuation  of.....   165,144 

payment  on  valuation  of   345,810 

payment  on  valuation  of  **....  307^996 

payment  mk  vahwlioii  of  I34}M9 


the  weak  point  in  the  Somers  System.  The  restriction 
affects  its  usefulness,  but  not  its  value.  This  is  absurd  and 
impossible.  The  System  pracdcally  admits  this  when  their 
reply  is  evasive  by  saying  we  undertake  to  solve  95%  of  the 
problems  and  we  think  we  do  so  and  are  entitled  to  display 
the  Somers  System  over  the  old  methods,  etc  There  are 
oootftions  which  are  absolutely  impossible  to  overcome, 
when  no  human  being  can  make  better  use  of  a  certain  tract 
«i  Imd  than  another,  and  where  this  occurs  exceptions  must 
ha  made  if  justice  is  done.  Perhaps  tables,  scalea  and  meas- 
ures nay  be  devised  to  fit  these  important  exceptions.  1 
sineerely  hopf  the  Unit  System  will  ind  the  way. 

If  we  analyze  and  study  the  figures  carefully,  it  will  be 
easy  to  see  that  a  great  injustice  will  be  done  and  over- 
assessment  of  every  3rd,  Slh  and  6th  lots  owned  and 
used  independently  of  the  comers  in  the  entire  business  part 
of  the  city.  Because  it  is  an  established  fact  and  truth, 
pfoveo  by  utility  sales,  leases,  rent,  etc^  which  are  the  safest 
and  best  basis  of  all  value,  backed  up  by  the  oomm^ity 
opinion  of  the  very  best  real  estate  men  in  Denver,  viz.: 
That  these  3rd,  4^  5th  and  6th  lots  where  owned  separately 
and  used  separate  are  worth  only  a^  very  small  per  cent 
more  than  lots  in  the  middle  of  any  given  block  in  Denver. 
This  system  may  be  general  and  uniform,  that  is,  apply  to 
all  alike;  this  does  not  make  it  scientific,  fair  or  correct, 
if  it  lacks  the  third,  and  impor$tmi,  asaavM  of  all  lawful 
taxation,  viz.:  It  must  he  appoHhmoi  avimf  occmlmd  ta 
vtdma,  and  this  it  does  not  do. 

Nb  system  of  tables  which  finds,  locates  or  renders  four 
or  more  corner  lot  values  the  same  regardless  of  ownership, 
not  who  but  1,  2  or  more  owners'  utility,  etc.,  under  the 
best  possil;le  management  can  be  apportioned  oqoally  ac- 
cording to  value.  This  separate  ownership,  use,  etc.,  is 
entirely  different  and  very  much  less  where  cut  up  into  small 
holdings.  Tables,  scales,  measnres  and  methods  must  make 
exceptions  in  these  cases  if  apportioned  equally  accor<Cng  to 
value.  Let  us  not  call  any  method  scientific  or^  equitable 
which  renders*  such  errors  and  injustice.  Other  fairer  meth- 
ods must  be  applied  to  fit  these  exceptional  cases  if  justice 
and  equity  are  had.  This  system  seems  to  give  too  great 
advantage  to  the  two  comer  lots  and  too  great  handicap  to 
3rd,  4th,  5th,  6tb,  etc,  lots,  as  compared  with  7th  and  8th 
or  any  other  lots  in  Ae  middle  of  a  blodc 

Take,  for  example,  block  161,  E.        Seventeenth  and 
California  streeU:  If  the  Unit  value  on  the  best  street. 
Seventeenth,  be  made  hi^  enou^  to  property  fit  the  eomer 
value,  then  the  lots  in  the  middle  of  the  block  on  California 
Street  will  be  too  high,  and  if  the  Unit  value  on  California 
street  be  made  low  enoo^  to  properly  fit  the  value  of  in- 
side lots,  then  the  value  of  the  comer  will  be  made  too  low, 
as  above  demonstrated.   The  plan  of  erecting  an  imaginary 
block  101  feet  sqnm  and  subdividing  that  into  ten  squarM 
of  varying  amounts  owing  to  the  relative  unit  value  placed 
on  each  street,  may  be,  and  I  think  it  is,  a  very  good  one, 
but  it  does  not  fit  a  case  like  this.  It  condones  the  wrong 
and  indeed  puts  a  high  premium  on  1  and  2  for  appropri- 
ating to  itself  and  for  its  own  use  all  the  greater  valoe 
3,  4,  5,  6,  or  more,  inherently  possessed  until  they  were 
debarred  by  the  act  of  Nos.  1  and  2  of  erecting  a  barrier  or 
wall.    Saying  thou  shalt  come  so  far  but  no  Uuwer  or  I 
will  shut  your  light  out.  Not  only  daylight,  but  sill  prospects 
el  extra  fmmM  light  as  well.  This  asay  be  noeording  to 
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our  standard  of  commercialism,  legal  and  customary;  this 
does  not  relieve  it  from  being  a  moral  and  community 
wrong.  If  all  business  comers  were  so  used  it  would  pre- 
vent all  large  and  valuable  use  of  every  kind,  which  must 
have  hicie  floor  space,  as  well  as  light  and  air  from  the 
eoroenTn  la  safe  to  say  it  would  desb^  nme-tenths  of  the 
big  and  very  best  business  in  your  city.  Do  you  want  to 
encourage  small  busineas  or  suiSer  it  to  permit  or  destroy 
millions  of  value  of  large  bnsiness;  or  do  yon  want  to 
encourage  beautiful  large,  air>',  light,  uniform  buildings, 
suitable  for  all  purposes?  If  so,  then  you  want  to  encourage 
mutual  or  otherwise  consolidation?  In  consolidation  and 
use  of  lots  not  mmly  1,  2,  3,  4,  but  5,  6,  7,  8.  or  more,  lie 
the  great  economic  value,  not  only  to  the  owner  or  owners, 
but  to  the  entire  oomrannity.  This  view  should  always  be 
encouraged  by  assessors  or  others  having  official  control. 
Instead  of  letting  1  and  2  off  each  year  by  non-payment  of 
taxes  on  valuation  of  $135,960  or  more,  as  proven  by  income, 
should  it  not  he  penalized  with  some  extra  taxation,  not 
only  for  robbing  all  other  lots  of  tiieir  inalienable  and  nat- 
ural rights,  which  might  share  in  this  extra  valuation,  but 
they,  Nos.  1  and  2,  by  their  will,  act  and  conduct  perma- 
nently rob  the  community,  city,  county  and  state  of  a  large 
amount  of  taxes  annually,  which  would  be  derived  if  rea- 
sonable consolidation  were  had  or  1  and  2  be  required  to 
pay  their  fair  shire. 

Publicity  and  can  only  strengthen  all  that  is  right 

and  just  and  destroy  all  that  is  false.  I  know  it  is  very  un- 
popular to  say  anything  against  the  Somen  Unit  System  of 
taxation  at  this  time.  The  people  are  excited  over  it;  some 
would  have  it  rii^  or  wrong,  and  many  are  willing  to 
swallow  it  whole  without  thought  or  analysis  or  correct  the 
most  flagrant  error  bdfore  adopting  it.  A  corner  tax  mav 
be  uniform  in  a  certain  sense— that  is,  generally  applied  to 
all  alike.  This  does  not  make  it  mdfarm  according  ta  all 
value;  and  herein  lies  the  greatest  danger  of  immense  value 
entiraly  escaping  all  taxation.  This,  1  think,  is  exactly  what 
Ae  Somers  Unit  System  will  do  for  Denv«r,  unless  greatly 
chaaged  or  modified.  The  line  representing  curve  of  value 
Sk0^d  be  almost  straight  where  one  or  two  lots  on  corner 
dcslmys  nearly  all  the  original  inherent  value  of  remaining 
lots  to  the  middle  of  any  block.  Indeed,  the  safer  and  more 
just  rule  would  be  to  make  this  line  absolut^y  straight, 
then  add  a  uniform  small  per  cent  to  the  lots  nearest  1^ 
comer  because  of  their  proximity. 

Yoa  ask  to  judge  the  system  by  its  results.  This  seems 
tiie  only  way  we  can  judge  it,  because  you  withhold  as  a 
secret  your  method  of  arriving  at  these  results.  To  my 
mind  the  wtak  spot  in  the  Somers  or  Unit  System  is  in 
maldikg  no  difference  in  valuing  a  corner  of  one,  two,  three, 
four  or  more  lots,  where  the  ownership  and  use  ara  in  one 
or  more  persons.  We  all  know  it  is  a  demonstrable  fact 
when  cut  up  and  used  in  small  tracts  the  less  value  and 
use  it  has.  To  illustrate,  take  four  separate  owners  and 
users  of  the  four  separate  lots  on  any  given  business  corner 
of,  say,  25x125  feet.  The  only  one  out  of  the  four  who 
would  be  justified  by  prudence  and  |^>od  business  judgment 
in  erecting  a  fine  building,  say  12  stories  or  less,  hi^,  would 
be  No.  1  on  the  comer.  This  would  so  devitalize  the  other 
sites  of  Nos.  2,  3  and  4  that  if  they  erected  the  same  style, 
height  and  cost  of  buildings  on  tiieh-  respective  lots,  each 
would  be  so  dark  and  undesirable,  practically  a  tunnel  25x125 
feet,  with  but  little  light  from  front  and  rear,  that  if  the> 
could  be  rented  at  all  perhaps  for  not  much  more  than 
this  Somers  or  Unit  System  would  demand  of  each  to  help 
pay  the  tax  of  No.  1,  who  completely  sapped  the  corner 
influence.  And  at  the  same  time.  No.  1  might  be 
deriving  a  golden  income  of  its  sweet  corner  influ- 
ence of  three,  fivo,  ten  or  twenty  times  more  than  2,  3,  or 
4,  or  all  of  them  combined,  yet  this  makes  no  differenoe— so 
soys  the  Somers  or  Unit  System.  1  prefer  to  reserve  my 
say.  But  submit  to  any  cool,  sane,  unbiased,  uninfluenced, 
fair«mhided  men  if  this  is  not  enough  to  condemn  the  whole 
system.  Shall  these  four  cases  all  be  tarred  with  the  same 
stick  and  weighed  with  the  same  loaded  scuies  for  the  great 
prafit  and  baneflt  of  No.  1  end  to  the  great  injury  and 
damage  to  Nos.  2,  3,  and  4P  If  tins  unquestioned  fault  can- 
not be  recognized  and  properly  repaired  must  we  not  in 
fairness  to  all  quickly  condemn  the  whole  system,  or  oiir 
assessor  for  adopting  itP  Thk  oorner  ittflnenee  h«a  greatiy 


tMubled  all  systems.  It  is  comparativiely  easy  to  valve  in- 
side lots  by  any  fair  system. 

When  I  first  started  to  investigate  the  Unit  or  Somen 
System  of  taxation,  it  was  from  a  personal  or  sellish  interest, 
but  I  have  long  since  dropped  tibe  personal  interest  point 
of  view.  Now  I  feel  it  is  an  important  duty  to  aid  all  I 
can  in  rightinf^  this  great  public  wrong,  because  the  more  I 
dig  and  study  this  system  and  hgures,  the  blacker  they  look 
to  me,  not  unlike  a  seething  mass  of  corruption.  If  the 
former  methods  were  rotten,  this  looks  doubly  so.  1  now 
believe  it  is  an  imperative  duty  that  I  owe  my  conscience, 
my  neighbors  and  the  public  in  aiding  to  the  full  strength 
of  my  feeble  ability  in  making  thia  system  and  iu  figures 
plainly  and  clearly  before  all  the  people  and  eapeciatly  all 
the  taxpayers,  and  then  let  them  deeide  wh<«her  they  want 

it  or  not. 

I  liave  been  waiting  to  read  the  enclosed  letter  of  protest 
to  you  since  the  8th  day  of  last  August,  when  you  and  Mr. 
John  G.  Gallup  and  your  expert  accountant,  Mr.  Young,  said 
you  would  have  your  general  taxpayers'  public  meeting  in 
a  very  few  dsya. 

(This  meeting  was  never  called.) 

We  claim  Assessor  Arnold's  assessment  is  unjust,  inequit- 
able and  therefore  ille^l,  and  that  it  is  excessive  in  com- 
parison with  the  assessment  of  other  persons;  that  it  is  in 
excess  of  the  full  market  value,  compared  with  maricet 
value  of  adjmnini  lott,  as  proven  by  eaah  taaadAf  vaatM^ 
utility,  etc. 

Air,  Arnold  is  the  assessor;  he  cannot  dodge  or  evade 
responsibility  by  hiding  behind  his  committees  who  fixed 
unit  values,  etc.,  to  whom  he  refers,  or  tries  to  refer,  those 
dissatisfied  with  their  assessments.  When  one  wants  honest 
information  or  correct  value  of  enough  lots  or  blocks  in 
order  to  make  fair  comparison  it  is  deniet^  Why?  The 
facts  are  this  system  renders  value  only  according  to  title, 
and  tiiis  is  in  a  lump  sum.  according  to  the  .number  of  lots 
each  one  may  own.  It  is  not  fixed  on  eadi  lot  seperately, 
hence  bow  can  we  make  fair  or  any  comparison  of  one  lot 
with  another  except  where  title  happens  to  be  the  same 
in  different  owners,  and  this  is  veiry  rare  in  the  same  block. 
Oct.  2^  1911,  was  the  first  moment  1  reedved  naln^  of 
lats  separately. 

One  of  two  things  is  sure:  Either  the  cornera  are  too  low 
or  the  inside  lots  are  too  hi^.  We  eannot  shut  truth  out 
by  cU»sing  onr  eyes  or  denynig  h.  lUs  nMlwa  h  nil  the 
more  apparent. 

If  this  wrong  doing  cannot  be  remedied  by  law  and  ordi- 
nary publicity,  tiien  I  suppose  the  only  remody  left  will  be 
to  give  the  hue  and  cry  for  a  general  uprising  of  the  IMBM 
to  denounce  add  right  this  great  public  wrong. 

Have  we  not  brought  forth  certain  facts  which  go  far  to 
confirm  the  opinion  very  generally  held  that  systematic 
efforts  have  been  made  by  many  assessors  to  favor  the  rich 
eomer  ownen  and  tiirow  great  burden  of  taxstion  on 
thO  aaiddle  class  and  poor? 

Thwe  is  probably  no  sort  of  law  breaking  which  is  under- 
tdcen  with  such  lightness  of  heart  and  such  confident  at- 
tempts at  self-justification  as  in  the  form  of  under-valuation 
and  over-valuation  of  adjoining  business  lots  by  assessors. 

Our  opponents  may  say  no  rent  comes  from  the  value  of 
city  lots  alone.  If  so,  it  is  impossible  to  separate  it  from 
that  which  comes  from  the  building  or  improvement-  In- 
deed, they  daim  it  all  comes  from  the  building.  Obviously, 
this  is  not  tenable;  in  technical  theory  it  might  be  correet, 
but  in  practice  this  theory  will  not  hold  good.  They  must 
both  be  used  together;  one  without  the  other  is  impossible. 
The  building  must  have  a  plaee  on  which  to  rest,  before 
any  value  can  come  from  it  for  fair  or  reasonable  retnms; 
hence  there  is  a  relative  value  between  the  vacant  ground 
and  the  building.  No  better  or  fairer  basis  can  be  made 
than  to  take  the  utility  or  rent  or  probable  utility  or  rent 
if  vacant,  of  the  ground  floor  or  principal  story  only,  to 
ascertain  and  compare  the  value  of  one  vacant  lot  with 
anodier. 

This  is  analyzing  the  system,  demonstrating  its  erron 
and  weak  points,  and  not  selfishly  or  wilfully  fault-finding. 

My  great  and  earnest  desire  is  to  unselfishly  get  this 
important  and  just  principle  thoroughly  reorganized  and 
permanently  establislmd  for  the  love  of  truth  and  joaticc. 
And  lor  the  iaeetlttaMe  benefit  to  he  derived  from  St,  mi 
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obW  hi  o«r  own  beaatiful  city  and  state,  but  all  other  cities 
and  states  nd  the  coramoa  welfare  and  real  good  ol  the 

whole  hmmm  Umily.  Yours  jery 

Napoleon  Waghhuu 


SUPPLEMENT  TO   AMENDED  PROTEST,  UATBD 
OC^i^mi  TO  ASSESSOR  HENRY  J  ARNOLD. 
INCLUDING  PENCIL  POSTSCRIPT 

By  Napoleon  Wagner 

Denver,  C^^  Oct.  4,  19U* 

Assessor  Hewy  J*  Ani^dw 

My  Dear  Sir: 

We  find  the  Somers  or  Unit  Syrtem  oi  Taxation  as  ap- 
plied in  Denver:—  .  „. 

First,  ft  is  general;  second,  it  is  uniform  only  as  to  ioe«- 
tion  and  position;  third,  it  is  Hot  uniform  as  Jo  value. 

It  renders  and  shows  extra  value  where  Aere  is  none.  It 
faUa  to  render  and  show  large  value  where  it  «  P*^: 

miU  milUons  oC  dollars  oi  value  to  escape  all  taxa^on.  It 
does  not  fit  Denver  valoes  any  mora  tfian  a  six-year-old  boy  s 
suit  of  clothes  would  fit  a  grown  nMn.  It  »  machine-made. 
Uke  a  suit  of  store  clothes,  iriA  the  mathematical  precision 
ST  a  ckKsk  or  wheel  of  lortune.  It  lr«w/s  in  circjes  and 
claims  value  travels  the  same.  This  we  .^^Y- 
not  travel  in  circles.  It  follows  straight  Imes  Kke  a  ladder 
or  stairway;  it  goes  either  up  or  down.  It  travels  in  square 
lS,rsrinany  feet  front  and  -o  mimy  feet  deep;  usuaUy 
^Denver  25x125  feet  or  some  multiple  of  this  number.  To 
illustrate  the  falsity  of  the  Somers  System  take  the  face 
hands  of  a  large  clock  and  set  it  ^UJ^J^'^^ 
where  the  two  units  come  togedier  of  the  best  and  poorwt 
streets,  as  designated  by  the  assessor's  committee  to  fix 
value  of  a  "unit  foot"  by  so-called  community  opinion,  and 
tiSen  start  yoor  machine  or  clock  and  ^•',«>;«^"»«'^f. J^^^ 
around  the  circle  mid  aU  lots  or  parts  of  lots  Wlmg  be- 
neath  or  within  this  circle  are  valued  at  a  cerUin  fi»d 
per  cent  or  proportion  to  the  number  of  sqoaio  feat  Withm 
the  circle.   It  has  no  flexibility.  j  u  ,  A* 

Then  they  say  we  found  your  value  as  proved  by  fte 
Units  so  estabtisbed  by  real  estate  committees,  etc.,  exactly 
where  the  per  cent  on  the  hands  of  our  machme  or  cl«^. 
^d&cated.  Go,  dig  and  you  will  find  it  even  if  you  get  no 
^oTp^le  font  at  all.  compared  with  the  adjommg 
lou,  whiTmay  be  producing  a J^}^'?}'^^^^ 
thks  is  the  total  or  net  result  of  die  Umt  System  hy  whiA 
thev  ask  us  to  judge  it. 

If  valne  travel,  in  circle^  why  don't  we  lay  our  c.^ 
U*.  o«t  in  circles  inrte-d  ol  «|U.~.P  J^^-f^'S  ?.  ««. 
^aad  citv  lots?  What  utility  would  they  have?  Is  not 
the  so-called  curve  ot  v«lue  wrong,  both  m  'j^^^^^'*  "  • 
fact?  Have  we  not  clewly  demonrtrat^  and  pfWed  tins 
by  the  results  and  figures  of  their  system?  ^ 
Valuing  lou  with  the  same  mathematical  P^5«««»  ™™ 

difierent  hloek.  thmtarly  «tiiM4  does  Mt  mA»  it  earr«lt. 

If  DM  U  wroiTR,  all  are  wrong.    . . 

itii  poor  excuse  or  justification  that  it  does  likewiM  with 

'"'ttTc  Somers  System  claims  to  he  based  ^eJU^ta^ 
corve  of  value.  H  the  baaia  is  ww-K  ^ 

"^1/ W«7"Lrioi.  must  be  a  blanket  or  cover  of  uniform 
tHckness  spread  and  applied  to  all  lots  tn  a  Riven  block 
exarily  alike  as  to  real  value.  Herein  is  where  most  all 
smems  failt  they  take  it  lor  granted  that  H  the  tax  is  spread 
^  «pli^^^^  miiformly  according  to  location  and  position 
TT.  7:^lrit^niform'^ording  to  ^alue,  «^  «  ^-^^ 
the  truth.  This  fallacious  error  and  argument  has  been 
litot^  in  the  assessor's  office  for  some  years  with  few 
ncip^ons.  Why  require  three  or  four  owners  to  pay  on 
^SStion  of  8%  to  48%  more  than  each  other  when  all 
SS"he  same  rent  and  are  practically  of  the  vd"«^ 
TCs  is  exactly  what  the  Somers  or  Unit  System  does,  and 
ir<£^  m  Uitioo  and  authority  claim  all  are  treated 
SmTcordingTo  real  vnlue,  when  «2l3""U^^ 
b^Uher  from  the  truth.  Should  not  Ab  Mod  P^»^ 
MNMo^s  method  of  tnatieii  be  st  once  mvostiiafted  by 


public  opinion  and,  if  found  as  per  abovj  condemned  and 
supplanted  by  a  fairer  or  just  system  winch  wiH  not  prateM 
but  do  equal  justice  to  all  alike? 

There  is  probably  no  sort  of  law-breaking  which  js  under- 
taken with  such  lightness  of  heart  and  soot  eoolident  at- 
tempts at  self-justification  as  in  the  form  of  under-valuation 
and  over-vduation  of  adjoining  business  lots  by  assessors. 
RECAPITULATION 

Points  on  which  we  differ,  viMr^ 

1.  It' is  not  uniform  as  to  vdoo.       ^      ,        ^  . 

2.  It  makes  no  difference  in  vahwii  four  lots  where  owned 
and  used  separately. 

3.  It  values  nearly  all  comer  business  lots  too  low. 
4!  It  values  nearly  all  inside  business  lots  too  higlu 

5.  It  values  nearly  all  inside  bttshMSS  lots  unfairly  with 

6.  U*^values  nearly  all  comer  business  loU  unfairly  with 

all  business  lots.  .    .  '    .         #  ,.1. 

7.  It  values  nearly  all  oomar  bwiaeaa  lots  mifairly  with 

all  other  lots. 

8.  It  is  wrong  in  theory. 

9.  It  IS  wrong  in  fact.  , 

10.  It  claims  all  value  travels  in  curves  or  circles. 

11.  It  has  no  f«zibility  except  by  plottage  or  patchwork. 

12.  It  claims  its  curve  of  value  treats  all  alike  when  m  fact 
it  fixes  much  added  value  where  there  is  none. 

13.  It  fails  to  locate  much  vahw  vdiere  it  should. 

14.  It  lets  immense  value  escape  and  go  to  waste. 

15.  It  is  unjust,  inequitable  and  therefore  lUeiaL 
lib.  It  is  in  excess  of  the  full  market  value  cempared  witli 

the  market  value  of  adjoining  lots. 

This  is  not  government;  it  is  misgoverament,  and  if  not 
diecfced,  diwarced  or  destroyed  may  lead  to  vicious  and 
uncontrollable  results!  Should  this  occur,  those  P^n^^t 
by  this  unholy  or  unrighteous  method  or  system  will  nave 
Aemselves  to  blame  for  tacitly  profiting  at  die  «xp«>»« 
their  neighbors;  how  can  any  man  retam  his  •fu'i^P^ 
mid  do  this?  Demanding  of  the  poor  widow  ud  bar 
dren  of  much  tax  wUdi  in  justice  they  should  not  pay  in 
order  that  these  owners  of  business  comer  lots  may  speedily 
grow  richer  by  entirely  escaping  payment  on  valuations  from 
§1000  to  nearly  $100,000  each  year.  Shame!  Shame!  on  all 
such  avaricious  people,  who  wiU  not  play.««^  «^  Vy 
give  a  square  deal,  but  seek  and  accept  special  privilege  and 
midue  advantage  of  all.  Should  we  not  doctor  all  public 
wrong  doing  with  the  never-failing  remedy  "cure  of  pub- 
licity"? ^,  „ 

"We  arc  now  fully  persuaded  that  Mr.  Arnolds  well- 
meant  promises  of  repairs  for  plottage  or  patchwork  of  the 
Somers  or  Un.t  System,  to  make  it  fit  uniform  value,  would 
he  like  a  crazv  quilt,  neariy  all  patchwork:  even  if  possible, 

sandy  not  practicable.  1»  ^  "^'^Si^i^*™!^  itl'^SS! 

is  but  one  effectual  ramedy  left,  vi*.:  Bxemen  of  the  entire 

system — head,  root  and  branch?" 

Had  we  better  not  quietly  and  quickly  lay  aw^^  the  whole 
Somers  or  Unit  System  of  taxation,  togedier  witti  all  tlimr 
unfair,  Menrlrefis  figures  and  results? 

Then  at  once  adopt  the  system  herein  suggested,  wiA 
which  no  just  fault  can  be  found.  This  wiH  take  courage, 
courage,  courage.  We  are  all  prone  to  error-the  unpar- 
donable  thing  is  sticking  to  it,  when  we  know,  or  should 
know,  that  it  is  unfair  and  doing  great  harm  and  wjnstice 
to  us  all.  It  is  always  commendable  and  never  too  late  to 
face  about  an<!  speedily  correct  any  fault.  This  can  be  done 
HOW  in  a  littU  while;  am  willing  to  give  my  undivided  ^me 
if  necessary,  the  balance  of  this  year,  to  rriakc  this  system 
effective,  absolutely  without  pay  or  material  compensation 
of  any  kind.  , 

We  well  know  this  may  seem  great  presumption  and  inor- 
dinate vanity  when,  in  truth,  it  is  only  fitness  and  love  to 
do  good  to  all  mankind  and  especially  the  medium  ana 

.  noorer  classes.  , 

The  adoption  of  this  system  will  he  no  dangerous  cxpcri- 
ment,  it  is  so  short  and  simple  a  child  ctm  *mderstand  it— 
the  wonder  is.  why  did  we  not  all  think  of  it  many  years  ago. 

It  will  closely  identify  your  name  with  justice,  and  wi 
cost  you  or  the  city  nothing  to  try  it.    At  any  time  will 
gladly  demonstrate  and  prove  the  unerrmg  feasibility  ol  tnis 
^FStem  to  you  as  I  have  to  many  others.   The  statute  re- 


65 


quirements  of  oedi  sworn  statements,  etc^  are  only  an  aid 
and  not  absoluMy  necasnary  to  start  the  system  or  maim 

it  effective.  Yours  very  truly, 

1101  Emerson  St.  NaMLBON  WagNBK. 

P.  S^It  is  now  publicly  and,  we  believe,  generally  ad- 
mitted these  timely  analytical  protests  promptly  put  out  of 
commission  (or  killed)  the  so-called  Somers  or  Unit  System 
of  taxation  in  Denver,  Colorado,  thereby  saving  this  city 
over  a  quarter  of  a  million  dollars  in  1911,  and  by  analogy 
saving  a  similar  amount,  in  proportion  to  size,  to  most  of 
your  targe  American  cities;  in  the  aggregate  perhaps  total- 
ling many  millions  if  not  some  billions  of  dollars.  As  per 
official  admission,  etc.,  see  *Page  667,  General  LettM'  Book, 
No.  3,  Denver,  Colo.,  Assessor's  Records,  1911.  As  jwIk 
lished  on  pages  42  and  43  in  our  Taxation  No.  2^ 


Proceedings  of  the  Twelfth  National  Tax  Association 
have  been  casually  read.  It  seema  to  reveal  emphasis, 

flattery,  passing  special  bouquets,  commendation,  etc.. 
of  the  so-called  "Model  Tax  System."  Is  it  Model?  What 
does  it  consist  of?  What  research  or  what  is  there  es- 
pecially new  about  it?  After  putting  aside  and  elimi- 
nating the  mutual  exchange  of  so-called  compliments, 
what  iB  there  left? 

The  property  tax.  the  corporation  tax.  graduated  Fed- 
eral income,  inheritance,  luxury,  excise,  business  tax, 
Uomwes,  etc.,  have  long  since  been  in  nee.  Hence,  have 
they  done  iw^tihtng  nam  than  comment  on  these  long 


since  well  and  favorably  established  bases  of  tsinttion? 
Perhaps  eqiially  so  in  recommending  cnniaoW^ton  of 
Federal,  suae  and  civic  collection  for  ecofWifttc  admin- 
istration, all  of  which  is  uniiesitatingly  lo  highly 
commended,  hut  where  does  the  model  come  in?  Where 
is  the  novelty  to  be  found?  Have  not  other  minds  biased 
the  trail,  ijavod  the  way  in  real  original  research  work- 
as  a  rational,  sane,  solid,  sound  foundation  for  all  this 
apparentiy  nnnecessary  and  perhaps  unearned  patting 
one  another  on  the  bade  in  mutual,  flowery  comment? 

While  it  is  commendable  in  the  highest  degree,  is  it 
anything  more  than  playing  a  clever  second^iand  man  In 
working  over  other  people's  Ideas,  and  ideals  without 
giving  credit?  We  beg  to  take  exception,  not  lo  the 
individual,  but  to  the  iudivfdnars  methods.  We  wonld 
not  find  fault  with  the  individual,  but  principlps  must 
he  maintained;  the  substance,  the  idea  and  ideal  seem 
10  be  merged  in  the  Three  R's,  Rattr,  raw,  rank 
error. 

Is  it  not  the  plain  duty  of  this  organisation  to  unmask 
and  fully  expose  all  fundamental  public  and  private 
economic  tax  error?  Is  this  being  done?  If  not.  why 
not?  Is  it  for  a  lack  of  courage  to  publicly  and  fear* 
iessly  denounce  error,  or  is  It  merely  playing  politics? 


Later  it  was  decided  to  add  copy  of  the  following  nine 
letters.  Chapter  18,  m  order  to  more  deariy  illnminate 
the  above  treatise: 


Chapter  18 
Equity 


Denver,  Colo^  Dee*  26,  1917. 

Hon.  CSmu.  S.  Thomas, 
Denver,  Ottorado. 

Dear  Sir: 

I  have  a  bill  now  pending  in  Congress,  viz.:  House  Con- 
eorrent  Resolution  27.  which  was  prepared  and  submitted 
by  Hon.  B.  C.  Uilliard,  Dec.  3d,  1917.  U  your  extreme 
good  judgment  of  modesty  and  propriety  deem  wise  to  get 
speedy,  favorable  and  just  action  on  this  bill,  you  arc  at 
liberty  to  use  the  followia&  %7*»;ch  I  believe  to  be  the  facts: 

1st— On  July  lOlh,  1917,  I  submitted  a  one-page  typed 
paper,  viz.:  The  Senate  vs.  the  House  War  Revenue  Bill. 
And  on  July  24th,  1917,  I  submitted  a  one-page  typed  paper 
^jjmiM  die  use  of  Poison  Plaster  and  all  German  narcotics 
and  drugs  used  in  a  medicinal  way.  Both  were  sent  to 
James  S.  Alexander,  president  of  the  National  Bank  of  Com- 
merce of  New  York,  to  submit  to  the  proper  administrative 
department  at  Washington,  D.  C,  under  my  pen  name, 
"Junius,"  or  as  he  might  see  fit.  1  have  letters  from  htm 
to  this  effect  at  the  time  of  submission. 

Both  papers  were  boiled  down  to  the  last  degree  and 
were  only  meant  to  contain  the  outline,  skeleton  and  sub- 
stance  of  what  I  thought  the  finished  bill  should  possess. 
I  well  knew  the  shorter  paper  1  submitted,  the  better  chance 
it  wonld  have  for  a  hearing  before  Secretary  McAdoo  and 
the  Congress.  I  then  had  in  mind  my  work  of  condensmg 
and  modernising  Alexander  Hamilton's  Basic  Views  on 
Taxation  to  one  page,  viz..  No.  20Vi  ol  ovr  UtOity  Taaatioa 
as  revised.  . 

About  two  weeks  after  my  first  paper  was  submitted  our 
Denver  daily  papers  stated  Secretar>  McAdoo  contemplated 
borrowing  an  additional  $5,000,000,000  practically  on  the  basis 
as  suggested  by  "Junius.  "  I  then  and  there  so  notified  Mr. 
James  S.  Alexander  with  much  appreciation  and  thanks  to 
him.  The  finished  product  of  the  War  Revenue  Act,  ap- 
proved October  3d,  1917,  seems  to  be  clearly  hesed  on  my 
said  paper. 

On  November  2d,  and  again  on  November  22d,  191/,  I  . 
asked  Mr.  Alexander  by  letter,  with  my  return  card  on 
each  envelope,  viz.:  "What  credit  if  any  do  you  consider 
each  of  the  above  referred-to  papers  and  problems  are  en- 
titled to  to  dateP  Please  be  as  specific  as  the  facfs  wilt 
justify,  etc.  Shiee  I  have  been  mnhle  to  |et  any  reply 
from  him. 

2nd— Senator  ShafroA  and  Repreaeatative  HilKard  have 


seen  the  papers  and  the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Alex- 
ander and  myself.  Both  say  if  my  papers  really  produced 
the  basis  or  had  any  favorable  effect  m  devising  the  War- 
Revenne  Act,  approved  October  3d.  1917,  that  this  ixtfoT^ 
aalioB  is  of  sufikient  value  and  importance  to  be  clearly 
pot  before  all  the  o^er  members  of  Congress  in  securing 
the  passage  of  House  Concurrent  Resolution  27,  viz.:  To 
definitely  measure  and  standardize  values  for  taxation  and 
for  all  other  purpose;  seiemificany  aseertained  Real  Rela- 
tive Value,  which  is  generally  admitted  to  be  one  of  the 
graatest  unsolved  preUems  in  social,  moral  and  economic 
value  to  hommuty. 

3d— I  have  sixteen  nephews  and  nieces,  or  their  hnabands. 
Perhaps  most  id  them  are  or  may  become  subject  to  the 
War  Sdeetive  draft;  I  have  decided  that  if  each  one  will 
furnish  me  with  the  proper  data,  etc..  I  will  pay  all  ex- 
pense for  a  $10,000  U.  S.  Ufe  Insurance  Policy  for  and 
during  die  period  of  the  war  for  each  to  use  and  dispose 
of  as  he  wishes,  provided  no  interest  in  said  iasuranee  la 
to  be  assigned  or  revert  to  me.  _ 

Senator  Tlmmas,  I  am  oniv  seeking  and  asking  for  fair 
play  on  pm,  henest  merit.  Will  you  help  me  to  aeeore  it? 

Yours  sincerely, 

1101  Emerson  St.         (Signed)      Napolbon  WAGNBa. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Marckwald :  When  you  have  ntirely  finished- 
no  hunry— widi  this  letter,  kindiy  return  it  to  me  for  my 
file.  Enclosed  find  postage  for  this  purpose.  Denver,  Peh* 
14, 1918.  Keep  ^a  a  monA  or  Cwn  months  if  necessary. 

Napoleon  WACNsa. 


Daaver,  CUo.,  April  9,  1919. 

Hon.  WiiUam  N.  Vaile, 

721  Bquituble  BIdg.,  Denver,  Colo. 

Dear  Mr.  Vaile: 

Permit  me  briefly  to  answer  your  letter  of  the  7th  mst., 
in  die  same  pure  motive  and  spirit  it  was  tendered  to  me. 

1  It  would  seem,  indeed,  a  bold  mind  and  pen  to  assert 

^ollv  unsupported  by  proof  that  my  present  manuscript, 
parts  Nos.  1,  2  and  3,  on  Economics  and  Taxation,  has  not 
evolved,  by  the  demonstration  and  tabulation  of  many  plain 
facts  and  figures,  an  indisputable,  and  perhaps  an  irrefutable, 
clear  solution  of  Relative  Value  as  per  the  rules,  etc.,  of 
the  late  Hon.  Thomas  M.  Cooley.  We  emphasize  one  com- 
modity site  value  only  for  brevity  and  clarity;  all  other  oom* 
nMditica  are  aquaUy  inekHM. 
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2— Now,  to  pretend  or  contend  that  thift  strietly  loieot^c 
solution  of  Relative  V  alue  is  unworthy  or  not  wtthm  the 
■cope  of  Federal  Standardization  by  act  of  U.  S.  Congress, 
seems  to  he  a  mere  assertion  without  refutation  of  proof, 
if  not  pure  sophistry.  If  the  scientific  solution  of  Relative 
Value  is  not,  at  present,  within  the  sphere  and  scope  of 
Con&ressiooal  action,  then  1  humbly  ask  that  it  be  speedily 
made  so  by  proper  aet  off  Gonlress,  etc. 

3  Perhaps  the  aho\e  contention  is  equally  applicable  to 

the  apparentlv  short,  forceful,  clean-cut,  irrefutable 
answer  to  the  "Single  Tax  Sophistry,"  or  Progress  and 
IVkverty,  wUeh  heretofore  received  Congressional  action,  not- 
withstanding its  apparently  false,  inefficient  foundation  or 
base.  I  have  already  cut  my  present  synopsis  to  the  very 
bone,  we  devote  but  one  chapter  to  the  complete  refu- 
tation of  Progress  and  Poverty,  while  we  might  devote  a 
whole  volume  to  dds  same  sabieet,  with,  perhaps,  no  clearer 
or  htitcr  final  results,  which  is  equally  true  with  the  Other 
chapters  of  my  present  very  brief  treatise,  both  of  Economics 
and  Taxation;  hence  we  deem  further  dilation  or  elimina- 
tion unjust  to  the  writer,  my  subject  and  my  reader,  which 
could  only  result  in  a  very  unBnished  and  umiiteihgeiit 
presentation  of  the  sahjeet.  My  total  present  synopsis  be- 
ing about  twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  size  of  Progress  and 
Poverty,  or  approximately  two  hundred  pages. 

4—  Perhaps  every  word  off  the  above  (not  merely  argu- 
ment, assertiim  or  controversial  matter)  but  indispatable 
and  irrefutable  demonstration  and  tabulation  of  plain  facts 
and  figures,  establishing  an  indestructible  fonodation  or  basis 
for  the  Utility  System  of  Taxation,  copyright,  IMl.  alter 
fully  exposing,  "killing"  and  patting  oat  of  eomnussion  the 
Somers  or  Unit  System  of  Taxation,  perhaps  one  of  the 
realty  greatest  hoaxes  or  gif^antic  economic  frauds  in  Amer- 
iea,  tacitly  assented  to,  condoned  or  openly  advocated  by 
praetieally  the  entire  profession  of  Political  Economy,  ete. 

5—  Perhaps,  probably  if  not  a  fact,  a  bit  of  my  condensed 
ootltne  on  chief  or  fundamental  bases  on  National  or  Wiwjd 
Economics,  formed  the  skeleton  or  working  basitf  of  the 
greatest  Federal  Revenue  Bill  ever  exacted,  sent  under  nsy 
pen  name  to  and  perhaps  through  one  of  the  leading  bank- 
ing houses  of  New  York  City.  1  court  the  fullest  mvestiga- 
tion  of  this  and  all  other  matters  off  my  writing. 

6  In  face  of  Uie  above  probable  achievements,  practically 

lone-handed,  I  have  received  no  fair  play  or  opportunity 
of  properly  disseminating  this  valnable  data  or  informati«m 
in  the  National  Tax  Association,  the  American  Economic 
Asaociatioo,  ^  which  1  am  a  member,  or  from  many  scien- 
tifie  Boeieties,  the  Icadrag  magazines  and  the  public  press 
generally.  Suppression!  Suppression!  Suppression!  seems 
to  be  the  mandate  by  some  hidden  force  and  influence  aj^ainst 
all  my  writing.  However,  in  fragmentary  pamphlet  form, 
all  at  my  personal  expense,  we  have  been  able  to  reajA  some 
discriminating  readers  through  the  leading  public  libraries 
tfafoo^MNit  the  world  since  1911. 

7_ln  conclusion.  V.  S.  Representative  William  N.  Vaile, 
I  kindly  ask  that  vou  reintroduce  H.  Con.  Res.  27  in  the 
66th  or  next  session  of  Congress.  As  our  recently  duly 
elected  U.  S.  Representative,  I,  as  one  of  your  loyal  con- 
stituents, ask  for  your  assistance  for  a  speedy,  fair  bearing, 
eie.,  not  your  hindrance  or  obstruction,  non-action,  suppres- 
sion, or  other  unfair  delays,  wholly  for  use  of  the  Congress 
first,  later  to  the  public,  with  die  minimum  of  publicity  or 
sensation  of  any  kind. 

8— My  contention  is,  no  mind  or  minds  have  a  legal  eco- 
nomic or  moral  right  to  refuse  a  iMToper  Congressional  inves- 
tigation and  a  fall  beavittg  oa  all  ol  die  above  seientifio  faets 

and  problems,  .  .   .  t 

%~Sh9mid  /  fmi  to  prove  the  proper  scientific  solution  of 
Relative  Value,  then  it  is  clearly  my  fault.  But  if  you 
refuse,  or  fail  to  pass  H.  Con.  Res.  27,  thereby  denying  me 
the  chance  or  opportunity  ' to  make  the  above  proof, ^  then 
it  is  clearly  your  fault,  and  the  entire  world  responsibility 
rests  on  your  shoulders  and  on  the  shoulders  of  your  col- 
leagues in  the  U.  S.  Congress,  for  closing  the  door  in  the 
ffaee  of  science  by  refusing  this  apparently  just  h^ng, 
which  we  trust  history  and  overwhelming  publie  opimon 
will  soon  justly  decide. 

10— If  the  Bureau  of  Standards  has  junsdiction  to  stand- 
ardize one  commodity  fas  sought  by  Pfoff.  Irving  Fisher,  of 
Yale  University,  of  the  gold  dollar),  it  has  equal  jurisdiction 
to  slwdairiliin  two  comiisoditiea,  three  commodities,  four 


commodities,  or  all  the  chief  fundamental  or  nsilly  essential 
eomnodtties  for  mn's  health  and  use. 

Smeerely, 

1101  Emerson  St.         (Signed)      Nmkobon  WagNBH. 


Donver,  Goio.,  My  1%  W7' 

Mr.  James  S.  Alexander, 

Pres.  N.  B.  of  C^  New  York. 
Dear  Sir; 

I  dink  you  for  a  copy  of  Federal  Revenue  Act  to  date, 
just  received.  Yon  have  stated  a  basic  indisputable  truth 
on  page  five  of  The  Principles  Involved  in  War  Finance, 
viz.:  "Every  person  should  bear  the  burden  of  taxation  in 
proportion  to  means  and  earning  power."  Net  yieW  It  $kf 
wly  equitable  and  just  basis  for  ail  taxation. 

I  think  a  bit  of  humor  often  acts  as  a  powerful  emphasis 
in  promulgadttg  and  making  dieettve  great  eeonomic  or 
financial  troUlS.  Should  you  concur  ^^^^P^^-^  ™ 
enclosed  few  typed  paragraphs,  viz.:  THE  SENAltS  FA. 
THE  HOUSE  WAR  REVENUE  BILL,  you  are  quite  at 
liberty  to  give  it  wide  publication  or  use  it  for  the  com- 
mon good  as  vou  may  deem  proper.  But  for  the  present, 
please  confine  my  identity  to  "Junius."  We  do  this  simply 
to  prevent  possible  misunderstanding,  bias  or  prejudice  to 
what  we  hope  soon  to  be  universally  aeeepted  ffundameotol 
economic  truths.  . 

It  will  be  a  pleasure  for  me  to  supply  gratis  to  you  and 
to  your  friends,  who  perhaps  by  qtialification  would  appre- 
ciate and  incitlentallv  aid  in  making  practical  use  for  the 
common  good,  copies  of  our  Taxation  Nos.  1,  2,  also  extra 
eomes  of  my  paper,  "Relative  Value,"  if  you  wish.  I  think 
this  petty  offer  would  be  approved  by,  1  believe,  our  asutual 
friend,  Mr.  Thomas  Keeley,  of  Denver. 

Sincere!  v, 

IIM  EmerwHi  St*         (Signed)      Napqi^n  Wagnhr. 


Denver,  Colo.,  July  24,  1917. 

Mr.  James  S.  Alexander, 

Pres.  National  Bank  of  Commerce, 
New  York. 
Dear  Sir* 

I  thank  you  for  a  copy  of  the  «Kwe««tgly  interestmg  hw- 
tory  of  the  National  Bank  of  Commaree  m  New  York  from 
1839u_l9l7,  and  especially  for  the  portrait  of  the  present 
president.  Now  I  know  that  1  met  you  once  in  February  or 
March,  1907.  when  getting  a  little  afssdhaiige  and  oor  mail 
diroogh  your  bank. 

As  per  report  in  yesterday's  papers  I  notice,  with  much 
appreeiatioB  to  yoa,  indications  that  SeceUryMcAdoO  con- 
templates borrowing  an  additional  SS.INNMMOtOOll  praetieally 
on  the  basis  as  suggested  by  "Junius."  .    .  ^ 

Permit  me,  incidentally,  to  especially  eanpbasize  and  call 
America's  acute  attention  to  perhaps  one  of  great^t  eco- 
nomic  world  problems.  It  may  mean  the  life  or  deatti  not 
only  of  this  but  other  nations  as  well.  We  understand  Elber- 
feld,  Germany,  perhaps  by  direction  of  his  "SatamcMajesty, 
the  Kaiser,  Bayer  Bros.,  or  other  sbrewd  or  crafty  largely 
eapitalized  chemists,  is  perhaps  the  chief  home,  headquar- 
ters,  etc.,  for  the  receipt,  manufacture  and  distribution  of 
the  narcotic  products  of  the  world,  inelading  gum,  opium, 
morphia,  the  alleged  coal  tar  products,  etc.,  under  perhaps 
several  hundred  diferent,  meaningless  but  innocent  sound- 
ing names,  such  as  Trional,  Medinol,  Aeetanilid,  etc.,  etc.  I 
believe  it  is  admitted  some  of  their  prapmttoas  for  ooiigb 
contain  more  or  less  morphine.  a  ^ 

Is  It  possible  Germany  is  seddng  to  make  drug  fiends^ 
all  natfonB  of  the  earl^  ao  dw  can  dominate,  robr  plmuHr 
and  control  them? 

Now  wMIe  our  government  is  making  an  investigation 
of  the  supposed  or  suspected  "poison  plaster,*]  bad  we  better 
not  include  every  one  of  the  German  chemicals  used  in  a 
medicinal  way?  I  don't  know  all  the  above  to  be  facts,  but 
on  proper  and  oom|^ete  analysis  it  may  be  bodi  ^oond 
wise  to  deelare  against  the  use  of  many  or  all  of  these 
so-called  widely  and  wily  advertised  drugs. 

Please,  for  the  present,  let  this  go  under  the  idenUty  of 
"Jwintf,"  simply  to  prevent  eonfusion,  a  possible  miswi- 
detatanding  of  some  of  my  writing  on  other  big  proUein*. 
Tt  is  at  your  disposal  for  use  of  the  common  good. 
To  get  a  hearing  on  Hds  important  matl«r  from  a  amall 
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inland  town  or  city  would  require  mu<^  or  perhaps  indefinite 
time,  while  from  our  large  centers  of  popuUtioo  you  will  per- 
haps be  able  to  quickly  reach  die  attentive  and  appreeiative 
ear  of  the  Pure  Food  and  Drug  Department,  or,  perhaps, 
better  still,  President  Wilson;  then  let  him  refer  it  to  the 
proper  Governmental  Department  for  invcstigatioD,  ete. 

Yours  truly, 

1101  Emcrsoa  St.        (Signed)      Napoleon  Wagner. 


Denver,  Colo,  Nov.  %  1917. 

Mr.  James  S.  Alexander, 

President  National  Bank  of  Commereey 
New  Yoik. 

My  Dear  Sir:  .     ,    ^  . 

It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  I  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  **War  Revenue  and  Federal  Income  Tax  Laws,  October, 
1917."  The  splendid  indexes  make  it  exceptionally  valuable 
and  eonvenient  for  qwek  nse.  Again,  I  wish  to  sinoerely 
timnk  you  for  giving  my  paper  by  "Junius,"  "The  Senate  vs. 
The  House  War  Revenue  Bill,"  an  official  hearing  and  ap- 
parently a  very  effective  approval.  For  this  accomplishment 
I  wish  to  assure  you  that  I  consider  that  you  are  entitled  to 
as  much  or  perhaps  more  credit  than  I  am  in  securing  an 
imnedtate        ofieial  hearing. 

True,  opportunity,  God's  grestest  blessmg,  willingness  and 
privilege,  enables  me  to  do  "my  bit"  in  sfcetsUng  a  pretty 
olear  outline  or  skeleton  of  what  I  thought  the  bill  should 
f^^fi»«;p-  This  is  a  dmiy  we  all  owe  the  much  over-worked 
and  heavily  buidaned  administration  ofieials  in  pcvhiqis 
every  department  of  the  Federal  Government,  whose  initia- 
tive executive  offioe  or  routine  daily  duties  absorb  so  much 
of  tiieir  tiBBe,  but  litde  time  is  left  for  them  for  eonaan- 
tration  of  deep  thought  or  original  research  work. 

Team-work  is  the  "stuff";  all  who  feel  fit  should,  espe- 
cially in  the  present  crisis,  contribute  or  submit  their  initia- 
tive ideas  for  analysis,  acceptance  or  reje^on  by  the  Gov- 
ernment in  all  departments  of  human  teaming. 

Will  you  kindly  inform  me  at  your  earliest  convenience 
just  what  you  did  with  my  paper,  viz.,  "The  Senate  vs.  The 
House  War  Rmrenne  Bill,"  wiudi  I  aant  tj  yon  July  lOtl^ 
1917,  to  secure  aoch  quick  and,  I  firmly  believe,  splendid 
resnhs?  Of  eoorae,  1  know,  yonr  appravd,  high  stan^g, 
and  commanding  influence  was'  petbapa  cUafly  raapoMMe 
for  the  glorious  results.  I  ask  for  no  unnecessary  newspaper 
poUication.  I  detest  it.  I  wish  it  still  to  go  under  the 
identity  of  "Junius."  But,  I  am  assured  by  Hon.  John  F. 
Shafroth,  U.  S.  Senator  from  Denver,  Colorado,  and  a  per- 
sonal friend  of  mine,  that  this  information  from  you  may 
be  off  great  value  to  him  and  other  members  oi  Congress 
in  securing  the  passage  of  a  bill  which  1  have  tenutively 
prepared,  to  definitely  measure  and  stamdwrSgt  vame  lor 
Taxation  and  for  all  odicr  pttfposea  Stl0BHfi09lly  ascer^ 
tained  Real  Relative  Value. 

This,  I  believe,  is  generally  admitted  to  be  one  of  tbe 
greatest  unsolved  problems  in  moral,  social  and  economie 
value  to  humanity.  It  may  not  be  of  greater  value  than 
the  "nareotic  drug  problem"  to  the  whole  world.  whijA  ■ 
briefly  outlined  to  you  in  my  letter  of  date  July  24,  1917, 
also  under  the  identity  of  "Junius."  Will  you  kindly  also 
inform  mo  how  yoa  hanAed  tins  problem?  ^    ,  ^  . 

What  eredit,  u  any,  do  you  consider  each  of  the  above 
referred  to  papera  waA  problems  are  entitled  to  to  date? 
Please  bo  as  apeeifie  as  the  facts  will  justify.  Doubtless 
many  really  great  truths  and  worthy  problems  have  been 
injured  or  killed  by  too  indefinite  or  general  treatment.  Aa 
eariy  miaiMr  will  greatly  oblige. 

Sincerely  yours. 
1101  Emerson  St         (Signed)      Napoleon  Wagner. 
p.  S^The  above  is  a  carbon  copy  which  I  mailed  to  you 
Nov.  2,  1917,  ale.;  aince  1  have  been  patiently  waiting  an 
answer.  Sincerely  ypnrs, 

Denver,  Colo^  Nov.  22.  1917.  Napoleon  Wagner. 

(Taeit  consent  or  silence  is  the  only  answer  which  I  have 
received  to  date— August  14,  1920.      NapolbOn  Wacnbr. 


Denver,  Colo.,  Feb.  14,  1918. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Marckwald, 

Vice-President  Bankers  Tnut  Co.. 
16  WaU  St,  New  York. 
Dear  Sir  * 

Yum  of  m  iaat  just  teeaivad.  Cantiantt  aoMmL  As 


per  your  request,  we  send  you  by  today's  mail  our  Tan* 
tion  Nos.  1-2,  together  with  a  paper,  Relative  Value.  All 
are  freely  at  your  disposal  on  merit  for  tbe  common  good. 
To  be  perfectly  frank,  it  seems  to  me  yonr  "Plan  of  Co- 
operation Among  Students"  is  at  least,  to  a  very  great 
extent,  a  duplication  of  official,  technical  and  other  organ- 
ized scientific  institutions  and  ooUcga  already  in  the  field, 
and  to  that  extent  naturally  a  loss  of  both  iirivate  and  pnMie 
energy.  We  all  seem  to  be,  and  perhaps  most  of  us  realW 
are,  short  of  time  to  do  well  in  the  many  fields,  both  new 
nnd  old,  of  immensely  important  woric,  now  before  ns, 
largely  created  by  the  present  war  crises.  The  reconstruc- 
tive period  will  give  undreamed  of  opportanity  lor  the  keen- 
est minds  to  prodnee  the  best  national  and  wortd  resnka. 

I  am  now  working  on  a  synopsis,  consisting  of  chief  fun- 
damenuls  of  some  of  our  studies  on  Economics  and  Taxa- 
tion, for  use  off  tbe  Congress,  seieneoi  pObKeists,  etc,  m  oB- 
cially  standardizing  a  fixed  or  definite  nnit  as  the  base  from 
wbieh  to  ascertain  all  value;  when  finished  it  will  be  t*ven 
to  The  Congress  first,  then  to  the  public,  exactiy  on  the 
lines  of  the  perfectly  clear  outline  of  the  recent  communi- 
cation of  our  really  great  President  Wilson  to  The  Congress, 
Feb.  11,  1918,  ▼!».:  *To  render  impossible  in  the  future 
for  the  strongly  organized  nations  to  destroy  the  peace  and 
rights  of  the  weak  nations;  all  economic  questions,  wbmer 
eivie,  Stnte,  National  or  International,  must  be  settled  on 
the  same  basis.  ThU  idea  mrings  out  of  freedom  end  is 
for  tiie  service  of  freedom."  TWa  doettsnn  and  pnnmple 
is  eqnally  applicable  and  true  to  individuals. 

When  corporate  or  private  inordinate  greed  forgeU  the 
other  fellow  it  signs  its  own  death  warrant  Equal  oppp^- 
tmiity,  based  on  liberty  and  fair  play,  is  the  atfr  tnianag 
basis  for  success  in  any  enterprise. 

Im  confidence  and  at  present  not  for  publication,  as  per 
elbical  and  ftamneial  rules,  I  am  enclosing  carbon  copy  of  an 
important  letter,  dated  Nov.  2,  1917,  and  ^rte^^  to^gc 
president  of  one  of  your  associate  large  and  old  bantang 
houses;  also  a  letter  of  explanation  to  Hon.  Chas.  S.  Thomas, 
U.  S.  Senator  from  Colorado,  dated  Dec  26,  1917.  Should 
you  be  able  to  ascertain  a  proper  answer  for  me,  now  hmg 
past  dne,  1  will  feel  more  like  full  co-operation  with  your 
ur^ttisation.  How  can  I  do  this  if  one  of  your  influential 
members  withholds  from  me  and  The  Congress  «orAe 
common  good,  matter  and  results  of  my  work  of  perhaps 
great  pnblic  importance,  which  fact,  in  the  .""^l 
establi^  in  two  ways:  first,  by  fall  pnbbeation  of  air  the 
correspondence  or  transcript  between  ns;  second,  by  direct 
investigation  of  The  Congress.    Personally  I  care  nothing 
aboot  this  matter,  but  for  my  work  and  its  probable  results, 
it  seems  imperative  that  the  facts  and  the  truth  should^  be 
made  known  sooner  or  later.    A  fair  mutual  understanAng 
and  ffe^g  would  be  so  much  preferred,  than  a  possible 
disagreeable  embarrassment    But,  if  1  am  refused  an  an- 
swer from  this  influential  banker  of  New  York,  have  I  any 
odwr  Aokaf  Yours  sincerely, 

llil  Bmmm  St        (Signed)      Napolbon  Wacnbb* 


Denver,  Colo.,  Feb.  27,  1928. 

Mr.  Charles  M.  Schwab, 

111  Broadsvay,  New  York, 

Dea*"  Sir:  ......  c. 

1  just  received  witii  mndi  feelmg  and  interest  your  ht- 

ting  tribute  to  the  sweet  and  affestionate  memopf  ^r. 

Carnegie,  for  which  I  smeerely  thank  yoo.   I  feat  with  bis 

demise  we  all  lost  our  biggest  and  best  brother  and  the 

worid  perhaps  its  greatest  human  benefactor.  Time  will  not 

dim  but  hei^ten  end  better  illumine  bis  noble  domestic 

and  public  character,  and  deeds  perpetually.    His  fearless 

courage  to  speak  plainly  against  both  private  and  public 

error  and  always  in  praise  off  fair  play  and  a  square  deal 

for  all  will  eternally  perpetuate  his  memory.    Oh,  it  we 

could  but  socially  and  officially  register  and  standardize  the 

aweet,  pore  motives,  principles,  influence  and  noble  character 

of  Andrew  Carnegie  in  the  hearts  of  all  humanity,  what  a 

wonderful  blessing  it  would  be  to  the  whole  world. 

Mr.  Sdiwab,  permit  me  to  say,  perhaps  not  wholly  unlike 

yourself,  for  the  past  40  years  or  more  it  has  been  my  lot, 

.  experience  and  great  privilege  to  have  been  associated  witli 

some  really  great  men,  both  writers  and  thinkers,  who  fired 

mi  intrr"''  aU  mm  jsunds  and  left  rich  inhentanccs  oi 


68 


solved,  intricate  problems^  but  aeoeuarily  iM>me  unfinished 
to  bo  doolt  with  by  the  present  end  future  generations. 

In  1877-1879  I  seem  to  heve  leffitimately  inherited  one  of 
thsse  onfaished  or  moot  world  problems,  viz.,  '^Relative  Value 
Tttftion,"  from  the  master  mind  of  the  late  Hon.  Thomas 
M.  Coolev,  one  of  whose  conscientious  pupils  I  was  and 
have  tried  to  be  ever  since.  I  am  now  happy  to  say  to  you 
drnt  only  jwilwrvfay,  or  to  be  exact,  February  20,  1  sub- 
mitted my  manuscript,  a  condensed  synopsis  of  the  results, 
or  epitome,  of  my  many  years  of  real  research  work  to  date, 
to  Hon,  R.  S.  Woodward,  president,  Carnegie  Institution, 
Washington,  D.  to  be  freely  given  to  and  through  this 
great  institution  to  the  world  with  all  faith  and  full  eonfi- 
dence  in  a  sane,  careful  investigation  of  fair  play  attd  a 
square  deal  in  the  interest  of  all  humanity. 

Enclosed  find  copy  of  5,  Con.  Res.  1»  which  U  in  sub- 
stance the  same  as  H.  C.  R.  12,  both  of  which  are  now 
pending  before  Congress,  also  a  paper,  "Relative  Value." 
Will  yon  aid  me  to  get  a  proper  and  speedy,  absolutely  fair 
investigation  and  hearing  purely  4>e  mirit,  bodi  in  the  Car- 
negie Institution  and  Congress? 

If  possible  I  wish  you  would  read  the  manuscript  and  all 
the  correspondence,  which  is  very  brief,  between  the  Car- 
negie Institution  and  myself.  Quotation;  "U.  S.  Representa- 
tive Vi^le^  I  with  you  that  a  proper  standardization  of 
values  would  be  a  very  important  factor  in  allaying  the 
present  world-wide  unrest."  Yours  sincerely, 

1101  Emataan  St;        (SiiM)      Namlbon  WAetmu 
NW.-CH 

Denver,  Colo.^  Mardi  1,  1900, 

Mr*  Charles  M.  Schwab. 

Hi  Broadway,  New  York. 
Daar  Sir: 

Since  my  letter  to  you  February  27,  1920,  to  my  surprise 
I  received  a  copy  of  the  following  letter,  from  Mr.  R.  S. 
Woodward,  which  explains  itself,  viz.: 

"Carnegie  Institution  of  Washington,  Washington,  D.  C, 
Feb.  24,  1920.  Napoleon  Wagner,  Esquire,  1101  Emerson 
Street,  Denver,  Colorado,  Dear  Sir: — I  beg  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  February  20,  along  with  iu 
appendix,  and  the  manuscript  to  wludi  you  refer  has  also 
been  received.  In  conformity  with  the  indications  in  my 
previous  letters,  the  Institution  is  not  prepared  to  enter 
into  any  such  enterprise  es  yours,  wludi  edis  for  govern* 
meagal  action.  It  is  obviously  the  part  of  wisdom  for  a 
private  corporation  to  refrain  from  undertaking  work  re- 
quiring govemmeatal  sanction  and  gevernmantal  ie^wlitioa. 
I  am,  therefore,  taking  the  liberty  of  returning  your  manu- 
script to  you  by  express.  Thanking  you  for  the  courtesy  in 
effsring  the  institutioa  to  examine  your  investiiBtSeM,  I 
am,  very  truly  yours,  (Signed),  R.  S.  Woodward." 

Please  note  my  manuscript  was  submitted  unconditionally. 
I  asked  for  no  propaganda,  governmental  action  or  legisia* 
tion  from  Mr.  R.  S.  Woodward  or  the  CatMiio  Iiutitlltiott» 
simply  investigation,  a  hearing. 

I  wonder  if  this  apparently  parrow  view  or  limited  juris- 
diction of  the  Carnegie  Institution  of  Research,  even  refus- 
ing to  read  an  alleged  scientific  solution  of  an  admitted 
pressing  great  world-wide  eeooomic  problem,  viz.,  "Relative 
Value  Taxation,"  or,  again,  I  wonder  if  this  amarandy 
limited  or  circumscribed  view  of  both  private  and  public 
poiiey  would  be  sanctioned  or  approved  by  Mr.  Carnegie 
were  he  here  to  speak  for  himself,  or  if  anything  so  appar- 
ently smothering  as  refusing  to  give  any  sort  of  a  hauling 
to  any  alleged  solution  of  any  scientific  problem  could  by 
mta  posniHWty  have  entered  Mr.  Carnegie's  mind  as  the 
liotive  for  the  endowment  of  the  groat  Carnegie  Inatitntiou 
of  Original  Iklvestigation,  and  especially  of  young  of  m- 
loMWB  writera  or  authors  P    Again,  1  wonder  if  Mrs.  Car- 


negie would  (if  she  knew  it  were  b^g  practiced)  approve 
of  auch  appariot  refusal  to  properly  investigate  and  ap> 
prove  or  disapprove  the  claim  or  alleged  solution  of  any 
great  problem  of  new  principles  or  new  and  more  effective 
appHeation  of  old  prindplaa  in  any  ahraiatle  or  aeiaiitifie 
research  for  humanity? 

Pray,  of  what  value  can  any  new  investigation  or  discovery 
be  unless  we  adopt  it  or  make  proper  use  of  it?  Knowing 
a  new  truth,  principle  or  law  is  of  no  avail  to  society  col- 
lectively unless  we  fully  explain  and  make  its  resulta  ef- 
fective, generally  known  by  proper  publication,  statute  for 
world-wide  ose^  etc.  However,  this  I  did  not  ask  Mr.  Wood- 
ward or  dko  Cemegie  Institution  to  do,  but  I  did  sey,  if 
thought  wise  later,  let  the  Bureau  of  Standards  and  Con- 
grasa  aet  oa  your  investigation,  recommendation  and  results 
for  practical  nnivMod  ua^  etc 

My  belief,  and  I  believe  general  information,  in  reference 
to  the  Carnegie  Institution,  is  that  its  function  and  opera- 
tions may  be  for  die  greatest  benefit  to  the  pubUe  as  a 
whole.  Now,  prey  how  can  it  be  of  any  real  practical 
benefit  to  the  public  unless  it  functions  in  making  invention 
and  investigation  speedily,  practicable,  and  useful,  for  the 
masses,  and  not  dream  of  theory  only.  Should  not  the  man- 
agement be  alert  and  keen  to  avail  of  any  research  whieh 
might  benefit  the  public,  instead  of  a  sleepy-head,  inertia  or 
obstruction  policy?  Is  not  all  our  public  progress  rMittered 
in  some  form  of  official  or  governmental  legisletionP  Now, 
why  play  the  "baby  act"  in  claiming  no  jurisdiction,  etc.? 
Well,  were  I  manager  for  30  days  I  should  pretty  quickly 
make  jurisdiction  to  fully  include  the  seope,  purpose  and 
evident  intention  of  its  noble  fotmder.  What  the  public 
wants  and  demands  toifay  is  accurate  information  for  quick 
scientific  praotieal  results  and  not  a  lot  of  rubbish  or  obso- 
lete theory. 

Mr,  Schwab,  in  the  interest  for  fair  play  for  all  humanity, 
if  tins  reaaonbg  appeals  to  yon  Undly  let  me  know  and  I 
will  be  pleased  to  send  the  manuscript,  together  with  copy 
of  all  the  correspondence  between  the  Carnegie  Institution 
and  myself  to  date  to  you,  so  you  can  judge  for  ynnrsolf, 
with  your  friends  (have  it  publicly  censored  if  you  wish), 
and  especially  Mrs.  Carnegie.  What  is  the  proper  course  to 
pursue,  not  for  personal  or  selfish  interests,  but  for  all  man- 
kind altruistically.  You  may  keep  all  the  pupeia  throe  or 
four  weeks  if  necessary. 

Kindly  let  me  haar  imm  you  at  your  aarliaat  uNnanlma, 
and  greatly  oblige,  Yonra  mmmnltf, 

1101  Emerson  St.         (Signed)      NaMLBON  Waomou 
NWt€»   

Denver,  Cole  May  18,  1920. 

Mr.  Charles  M.  Schwab, 

111  Broadwayt  New  York  Ckty. 
^^0flr  Sir  * 

in  the  May,  1920,  magazine,  Review  of  Reviews,  p.  47^  I 
n^tiaok  via.:  "Dr.  James  Rowland  Angell  is  elected  proai- 
dent  of  the  Cemetf  e  Corporation.*  Doaa  dds  mean  Mr.  R. 
S.  Woodward  is  deposed?  If  so,  my  NHM  of  feir  play  and 
justice  in  the  interest  of  society  collaetively  impels  me  in 
due  recognition  and  appreeiation  to  antand  to  yon  niy  heart- 
felt thanks  for  yonr  perfectly  evident  and  apparent  speedy 
influence  in  righting  appalling,  flagrant  error,  when  my  man- 
nseiipt  was  apparently  refused  any  kind  ot  a  hearing  by  Hw 
Gamegie  Institution. 

May  I  ask  what  would  you  suggest  that  1  now  do  to  get 
«  fair  hearing,  of  eonrae  an  pure  merit?  Again  thanking 
yna  for  your  interest,  courtesy  and  controlling  influanee  m 
ipoodily  righting  apparent  error,  I  remain. 

Sincerely  yours, 

1101  Hmerm  St.        (Signed)      Napolbon  Wagnbk. 

NW:S 


Chapter  19 

An  Appeal  to  Congress 


No  civilized  nation  in  all  history  ever  adopted  a  policy 
80  deatmetlTe  of  the  very  fonadatltniB  of  international 
Hfe  an  the  prgaent  policy  of  ascertaining  value  for  as- 
aesemoit  and  taxation  from  mere  opinion.  Its  evils 
eaaaot  be  eoodWMd  or  CorgeotleB.  It  can  only  be  met. 
an  ter  na  ira  In  Amertea  ««  mnnemed,  la  tlie  elenmt 


where  it  operates.  Courage  and  ftilr  play  are  the  ele- 
ments required  to  make  elfective  any  worthy  reform. 
Congress  seeina  wUUng  to  support  the  policy  of  fair  play 
to  the  nation  and  to  tke  Individual  to  tbe  extent  of 
officially  standardizing  the  Utility  System  of  Taxation 
aa  a  tinit  baaii  for  the  use  of  all  commerce  and  industry. 


« 
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This  is  not  only  a  sound  doctrine,  but  a  necessary  one, 
in  view  of  tlxe  universally  admitted  deplorable  need,  to 
prevent  financial  assasrtnation  by  submarine,  subter- 
fuge or  camouflage  of  the  nation,  state  or  individual. 
The  opportunity  Is  here,  as  well  as  the  duty  for  America 
to  destroy  forever  all  hope  of  the  unfair,  arbitrary, 
political  practices  of  the  past  With  this  policy  clearly 
perceived  and  entered  upon,  America  could  immediately 
announce  to  the  world,  to  capital,  to  labor,  to  humanity, 
to  put  all  on  Just  terms  of  peace.  Thereby  abolishing 
war,  slavery,  servitude  and  injustice,  restoring  sanity 
and  intelligence  and  a  program  that  looks  to  reality. 
Its  ultimate  vital  tasks  will  be  to  bring  the  hurrutn 
energy  of  the  world  on  an  equal  and  Just  basis  in  ttie 
direct  interest  ot  all  humanity.  This  will  enable  all 
countries  to  take  up  their  problems  of  Internal  reform 
and  strive  for  democratic  progress,  with  an  increasing 
degree  of  seal  and  intelligence  In  properly  adopting  the 
universal  unit  rule  by  each  government.  No  part  of  our 
government,  federal,  state  or  local,  should  be  exempt 
from  proper  supervision,  correction  and,  if  necessary, 
reorganisation,  until  the  business  of  government  is  put 
upon  as  efficient  a  basis  as  that  of  private  business. 
Thm  should  be  a  imlform  officially  standardized  system 
of  budget  making,  of  accounting,  of  all  receipts  and  of 
ail  expenditures.  All  should  be  brought  under  practical 
limitation  laws  as  to  expenditure.  No  honest  or  Intelli- 
gent mind  will  object  to  the  elimination  of  unnecessary 
expenditures  or  wilful  waste. 

The  trtUity  Plan  of  Taxation  sfaonld  now  be  spread 
abroad  throughout  the  world,  so  that  fair  pJay  on  Just 
terms  may  conquer  public  opinion  everywhere.  If  the 
clear-thinking,  right-minded  people  could  but  minimize 
the  claims  of  race  and  tribe  and  nation  and  magnify  the 
common  interests  of  humanity,  the  present  universally 
admitted  error  of  selfishness  and  greedy  the  real  basis 
of  all  wars,  in  ofhcially  granting  inordinate  and  undue 
economic  privilege  to  the  few  versus  the  masses 'In  all 
present  administrative  method  of  taxation  for  revenue 
for  governmental  purposes  would  be  speedily  and  per- 
manently abolished.  Give  to  the  people  the  officially 
and  legally  standardized  method  of  ascertaining  all 
value  for  all  purposes  based  on  gold,  yield,  intrinsic 
Talue,  or  honest  earning  power,  known  as  the  Utility 
System  of  Taxation,  and  you  will  have  gone  a  long  way 
to  prevent  all  warfare  because  it  is  the  clearly  crystal- 
lised exempMeatlon  of  the  Ideal  hody  and  spirit  ot 
fair  play. 

Money  speaks  a  universal  language.  It  alone  knows 
no  prejudice  and  feds  no  privilege.  It  is  without  class 
distinction  or  racial  dnimoeities.  Money,  gold,  yield. 
Intrinsic  value,  etc,  are  all  synonyms  of  use  or  the 
trtlllty  System  of  Taxation,  which  when  officially  and 
scientifically  standardized  will  go  to  the  root  or  basis 
of  all  value.  Lack  of  system  in  any  enterprise  is  sui- 
cidal; It  means  to  plug  along  by  guess.  Method  means 
everything  and  where  the  method  adopted  Is  officially 
standardized  and  uniform  it  means  intelligence  and  suc- 
cess. Everything  in  this  world  should  be  standardised 
on  the  basis  of  its  natural  use.  The  imperative  need  of 
oar  nation,  now  especially,  is  one  policy,  One  Program, 
One  Bxecntive,  backed  up  by  every  loyal  American  to 
insure  success.  This  means  and  spells  unlimited  confi- 
dence, which  is  perhaps  the  highest  type  of  real  human 
standardization  of  national  energJ^  No  individual  or 
industry  should  be  subjected  to  an  excessive,  arbitrary 
or  discriminatitig  tax.  In  all  and  every  form  of  equit- 
able taxation  the  returns  shall  always  be  made  the 
gr099  yield,  then  from  the  gross  yield  the  administration 
shall  have  nnlform  rules  and  definite  fixed  principles  for 
ascertaining  the  net  yield,  which  of  course  is  the  ideal 
unit  Bou^t  in  all  taxation.  Adminisirative  power 
should  serve  the  right  canses.  It  is  highly  important 
in  ereat  national  or  other  .emergencies,  as  in  private 
aUbUrSf  to  see  things  as  they  are,  act  upon  true  concep- 
tions, and  shift  plans  to  accord  with  the  facts.  When 
corporate  or  private  inordinate  greed  forgets  the  other 
fellow  it  signs  its  own  death  warrant.  The  world's 
resources  must  be  used  for  the  many,  not  for  tlie  few, 
and  the  only  civilization  which  can  be  permanent  must 
recognize  this  fact    Civilization  reste  upon  broths 


hood.  Thus  while  physical  forces  of  colossal  magnitude 
are  engaged  in  prosecuting  the  war,  still  greater  forces 
of  a  moral  nature  Bxe  working  in  the  minds  of  men 
and  are  tending  to  bring  governments  and  ruling  classes 
into  a  more  complete  accord  with  true  interests  of  the 
people  at  large.  It  is  plain  enough  that  public  policies 
to  be  safe  and  permanent  must  in  these  times  be  in  tune 
with  sound  moral  principles.  False  education  in  the 
past  rendered  It  extremely  hard  to  make  the  truth  pre- 
vail. However,  many  social  reforms  will  have  been  ac- 
complislied  rapidly  under  war  pressure.  Because  n&- 
tional  opinion  and  government  policies  have  advanced 
so  rapidh .  The  most  perfect  social  organization  wUl  be 
that  which  off^-s  the  best  guarantees  for  the  development 
of  equality  and  liberty. 

The  several  states  may  be  comj^tent  but  they  are  not 
fit  as  at  present  consiitnted  to  properly  and  uniformly 
solve  the  great  problems  of  comity,  equitable  taxation 
or  relative  value.  They  seem  to  have  a  universally  ad- 
mitted record  of  injustice  and  woeful  failure,  in  uni- 
formly solving  the  national  shameful  and  disgraceful 
divorce  problem,  which  seems  to  be  equally  true  with 
Relative  Value  and  some  other  problems  of  great 
national,  social  and  economic  imiiortiuuse.  "Wo  are  as  a 
nation  sadly  in  need  of  a  change  In  the  interpretation 
of  our  Federal  Constitution  or  a  broadening  of  Its  scope 
and  power  to  keep  step  and  pace  with  the  marvelous 
growth  and  development  of  clvilizatiou.  After  careful 
and  competent  analysis  we  must  admit  as  absolute  many 
reallv  great  decisions  and  opinions  fully  api)licable  and 
acceptable  to  conditions  of  commerce  and  industry  pre 
vailing  in  Alexander  Hamilton's  day.  But  with  the 
present  variously  rhanged  condition  in  the  world's  his- 
tory we  can  no  longer  accept  or  follow  these  great  early 
decisions  and  opinions  as  a  precedent.  Hence,  if  we 
wish  to  keep  abreast  of  the  times  we  must  alter  and 
change  past  rules  and  laws  to  suit  the  present  growing 
conditions. 

May  we  be  pardoned  for  briefly  inserting  here  the 
"itaere  bit"  our  views  under  the  name  of  "Junius."  played 
in  team-work,  July  lOth,  1917,  we  beUeve.  to  quickly 
give  a  brief  outline  or  skeleton  upon  which  to  build 
pertiaps  the  greatest  war  revenue  bill  ever  enacted? 
With,  we  hope,  due  modesty  this  alleged  fact  is  only 
Stated  to  perhaps  give  and  entitle  our  very  much  bigger 
'  problem.  Relative  Value,  to  a  quick,  full,  attentive,  com- 
petent hearing  for  the  common  good.  Individuality, 
initiative  are,  however,  in  no  sense  lessened  or  dulled 
by  co-operation  in  finding  and  making  known  the  proper 
solution  of  any  intricate  problem:  results,  re9UUs,  re- 
sults, are  the  object  sought  and  not  merely  who  or  how 
obtained:  team-work  Is  the  "stur';  tbe  Individual  and 
the  detail  are  of  but  little  importance,  to  all  those  who 
labor  for  the  ediflcaUon  of  science.  We  are  sorely  in 
need  of  International  scientific  InsUtutes  devoted  to  pure 
science  and  therefore  indeponrlent  both  of  schools  and 
of  museums;  let  us  exchange  men  and  ideas  in  all 
branches  of  science,  because  their  Intellectual  relations, 
their  disinterested  character  puts  them  above  suspicion. 

(Denying  a  truth  only  emphasizes  its  verity.  My 
opponents  may  (Titicize  my  work  and  policy,  but  they 
cannot  explain  theirs.  )  Proper  ideas  and  ideals  spring 
from  proven  verity,  philosophy  and  statesmanship,  not 
from  sophistry.  Why  not  establish  uniform  laws  fdr 
the  United  States  by  universal  Civic  Code''  It  can  avail 
US  nothing  to  know  a  new  fundamental  principle,  law. 
truth  or  scieaice  unless  we  adopt  It  by  our  daily  appli- 
cation and  use. 

Perhaps  but  few  minds  apprediate  and  fuUy  under- 
stand what  a  big  problem  Relative  Value  really  is,  being 
so  closely  related  and  interwoven  with  finanrr.  stnHstir.s. 
ffoi^emment,  sociology  and  psychology^  as  well  as  directly 
with  standardised  scientific  aeeomnUn^,  imdi/et  moMnff, 
economtc*  and  taxation,  including  the  growth,  develoi^ 
ment  and  history  of  each.  (Obviously  a  detailed  analy- 
sis of  each  would  lead  us  too  far  afi^d.  for  the  purpose 
of  tbe  present  paper,)  Necessarily  each  angle  and  point 
of  view  must  be  given  due  consideration  and  if  possible 
brief  but  clear  analysis.  Hence,  both  for  brerttaT  and 
darity  we  tihall  endflsvor  to  treat  tbeie  tMx€  Anda- 
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BUAKtala  ^llectiTely  In  each  chapter  as  may  be  deemed 

proper  and  wise  for  Bimiilicity  to  the  general  reader. 

The  following  paper.  The  Senate  versus  The  House 
War  Revenue  Bill,  was  sent  to  the  president  of  one  of 
the  leading  banks  of  New  York  City.  July  lOth.  1917. 
I>OM  it  not  show  a  pure  motive,  a  high  aim  and  the 
very  bert  Intention,  even  if  we  were  unable  to  get  an 
answer  as  to  what,  if  any,  credit  this  and  one  other 
paper  were  entitled  to?  Let  them  speak  for  themselves. 
Senator  JvHsn  T.  Bhafroth  and  RepresentattTe  B.  C. 
Milliard  from  Denver.  Colorado.  l<now  my  contentions 
and  an  tbe  facts  in  this  case,  which  they  now  have  my 
full  permission  to  Impart  to  The  Congress.  The  Utility 
System's  mission  must  ever  be  to  reduce  injustice  wher- 
ever found  to  a  minimum,  and  to  preserve  for  all  the 
w^Miiw^  of  good. 


THE  SENATE  vs,  THE  HOUSE  WAR  REVENUE  BILL 

It  only  requires  proper  analysis  and  a  calm.  cool. 
BMnMl  mind,  with  fair,  average  common  sense  to  insert 
reason  and  sanity  into  a  short,  feasible,  equitable  bill 
to  all  industry,  and  especially  all  added  war-lnereased 
indostry  and  value,  to  raise  any  required  amount  of 
rereniie  deemed  necessary  annually  for  war  purposes. 
Witboat  in  any  way  sc^aaly  or  msterlany  altering  or 
changing  the  even  tenor  of  the  way  of  the  priaent 
industrial  world. 

'  (1) — Levy  an  excess  war  profits  tax  on  the  unearned 
increment  created  by  the  immediate  war  demand,  the 
fundamental  base  unit  of  the  plan,  on  all  new  business 
profltB  created  hy  the  war.  This  wilt  produce  no  bard- 
ship. 

(2)— Levy  a  uniform,  sane  per  centum  on  all  other 
industries  over  and  above  the  average  normal  produc- 
tion or  yield  in  connection  with  an  honestly  adminis- 
tered eraduated  income  and  inheritance  tax,  largely 
'  based  on  tbe  present  Federal  Income  tax.  This  will  pro- 
duce no  hardship. 

< 3)— Levy  a  fair  or  heavy  tax  on  aU  loxuries.  This 
will  produce  no  hardship. 

{^y^-JThm  must  be  fair  treatment  and  encouragement 
to  every  form  of  production.  This  is  the  basis  from 
which  all  taxes  and  revenue  are  derived.  Destroy  or 
seriotuly  discourage  any  source  of  production  and  you 
kill  the  goose  which  lays  the  golden  egg.  In  all  and 
every  form  of  equitable  taxation  the  returns  shall  always 
be  made  the  ffross  yield;  then  from  the  gioss  yield  the 
administration  shall  have  uniform  rules  and  definite, 
fixed  principles  for  ascertaining  the  net  yield,  which  of 
eoBiM  Is  the  ideal  unit  sought  in  all  taxation. 

From  No.  1,  probably,  it  will  be  found  abundance  of 
revenue  can  be  raised  as  may  be  required  for  war  pur- 
poses. However,  No.  2  should  be  used  in  connection 
with  No.  1  as  a  supplement  and  general  uniform  equal- 
izer. No.  3  wUl  make  Nos.  i  and  2  doubly  sure  in  the 
amount  necessaory  to  be  always  ftvnilaUe  as  an  emer- 
gency revenue. 

With  this  outline  as  a  standard  basts  It  will  do  the 
business,  the  "trick"  will  be  turned  in  fairness  and  jus- 
tice to  all  humanity,  with  perhaps  the  least  injustice 
and  hardship  to  all  industry  and  production. 

In  working  out  tbe  details  of  this  plan  for  proper 
application  and  use  of  the  administraion  get  sane,  cool, 
leved-headed  people,  not  those  sleepy-heads  saturated 
with  inertia,  who  will  shut  their  eys,  guess  and  hope 
for  proper  results.  Don't  trust  in  fawyers,  doctors  or 
professional  politicians.  The  former  may  be  all  right 
for  proper  form,  if  they  don't  leave  or  make  loopholes; 
the  second  may  be  all  right  for  proper  diagnosis,  but 
you  must  look  out  for  their  materia  medica.  or  **50-50," 
etc.  If  you  want  to  live  long  and  happy  practice  Horace 
Fletcher's  Scientific  Diet,  etc.  I  ought  to  know,  because 
T  bBTe  tried  botlt  The  latter,  or  poUticiaa,  is  parbaps 
the  worst  of  all  tor  comsAleating  and  bepetassly  mixing 
simple,  plain  tmtha. 

Suppose  we  diaeard  these  types  and  look  for  the  indl- 
Ttdnal  whose  tndnln&.  experi^iGe  aod  eVttrHUor  pmetiee 


is  to  think,  talk  and  act  in  "Big  Business"  of  9,  lO  or 
more  figures,  the  expert  financier  and  banker  whose 
integrity  and  honesty  is  unquestioned,  and  because  of 
bis  intimate  fiduciary  capacity,  he  retains  the  high 
respect  and  confidence  of  all  the  people.  His  wide 
experience  enables  him  to  know  (not  with  his  eyes  shut) 
exactly  where  every  war  pro/Sit  lies,  which  Information 
will  enable  him  to  apportion  Jnstly  the  amount  each  . 
should  pay  in  war  tax.  Raspecttolly  submitted. 
Denver,  Qohi.,  July  1%  im.  **JiFirxu6.'* 


My  paper.  The  Senate  versus  The  House  War  Revenue 
Bill,  of  date  July  10,  1917  (signed  "Junius"),  intended 
for  use  of  the  federal  administration  and  The  Congress, 
may  not  have  contributed  in  any  way  to  perhaps  the 
greatest  Federal  War  Revenue  Bill  ever  enacted,  yet  it 
may  have  been  the  framework,  skeleton,  brief  outline, 
key  and  basis  on  which  the  entire  bill  was  constructed. 
It  is  generally  admitted  as  a  proven  truth  its  substance 
is  all  contained  in  the  finished  bill.  Act  of  Oct  3, 1917. 

Our  sole  explanation  and  contention  is  to  emphasise 

the  importance  of  the  idea  and  ideal,  or  the  acceptable 
and  perhaps  proper  solution  of  the  gre;it  national  eco- 
nomic and  financial  problem,  and  not  merely  its  author- 
ship, or  from  whose  pen  It  may  have  first  seen  the  light 
of  day.  Personally  I  feel  profoundly  happy  and  grateful 
that  collectively  society  is  now  daily  receiving  its  ines- 
timable value,  benefit  and  use.  Individually  I  care  not 
a  straw  other  than  if  it  is  true  and  genuine,  its  prestige 
would  probably  give  proper  emphasis  and  suflScient  in- 
fluence to  a  speedy  hearing  and  perhaps  successful  adop- 
tion of  several  even  greater  problems  than  the  Federal 
revenue  bill,  part  of  which  we  now  have  pending  before 
The  Congress.  Obviously  this  individuality  or  fixed 
identity  would  be  of  but  little  or  no  real  importance. 
But  In  the  orderly  unfoldment,  growth  and  development 
of  similar  or  other  great  social,  economic  and  financial, 
national  or  world  problems  its  similarity  or  relation 
forms  a  precedent  for  future  ready,  oflScial  recognition 
and  adoption.  But  In  the  last  analysis,  it  is  the  fin- 
ished product  or  the  basis  which  leads  to  the  finished 
product  of  any  successful  achievement  which  counts: 
the  accomplished  results  is  that  which  we  all  must  ac- 
knowledge as  the  paramount  or  chief  fundamental,  and 
not  by  whom  or  how  produced.  Of  course  harmony  and 
sincere  eo^tperation,  competent  views  frran  all  angles 
are  indispensable  to  speedily  ascertain  untversAl  4rre- 
futahle,  demonstrable  proven  resutts. 

Each  individual  dollar  owes  Its  allegiance  for  its  ori- 
gin, existence  and  use  to  the  goveinment  which  gave  it 
legal  or  legitimate  parentage  and  birth.  It  therefore,  in 
the  equal  distribution  of  the  tax  burden,  or  relative 
value,  shall  ( ontrlbute  Its  relative  proportion  annually 
with  all  other  dollars  for  all  required  revenue  for  gov- 
ernmental purposes.  Otherwise  it  is  a  slacker  or  com- 
mon tax  dodger.  It  is  universally  admitted  that  in  the 
past  we  have  had  too  many  idle,  cold-storage,  accumu- 
lated, illusiye  dollars  which  apparently  refused  or  illu- 
sively avoided  making  any  return  or  compensation  to 
its  parental  government  which  generously  gave  to  it 
all  valne  which  it  possessed  of  country,  of  date,  of  par- 
entage, of  6ir/ft,  of  intrinsic  value,  a  convenient  medium 
of  exchange  in  all  marts,  with  all  governmental  guard- 
ianship of  protection  and  security  against  counterfeit 
coin  or  fraud  of  any  kind.  Yet  notwithstanding  there 
are  some,  many,  yes,  too  many,  thoughtless,  careless 
or  wholly  ungrateful  dollars,  are  slackers,  tax  dodgers 
which  go  on  accumulating  annually,  many  other  bad- 
smelHng  dollars  of  like  kind  and  character  (or  rather 
without  chariicter).  to  the  great  moral,  social,  economic 
and  financial  Injury  of  all  humanity;  which  in  the  recent 
past  has  been  masquerading  before  the  whole  world  as 
the  real  thln^':  or  genuine  imdar  the  slightly  yelled  gnise 
of  **Class  and  Privilege.** 

It  seems  to  be  onr  task  and  mission  to  unmask  them 
ill  the  direct  interest  of  all  society  at  large,  so  as  to 
prevent  wicked  profiteering,  inordinate  greed  and  selfish- 
ness by  either  Class  or  PrirUege  wherever  found.  The 
key  will  be  UmiA  tat  the  propw  selwlloft  of  ibis  great 
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world  problem  in  the  scientific  standardisation  Of  Rela- 
tive Value  in  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  Washington,  D. 
C,  practically  as  outlined  by  the  late  Hon.  Thomas  M. 
Cooley  mora  than  fort^  years  ago;  elucidated,  crystal- 


lized and  made  practicable  for  (easy,  quick  and  sane) 
use  by  an  administrations  by  Napoleon  Wagneir< 
Very  respectfully  submitted, 

llil  Emenon  St.         (Si^ed)      Napoleon  Wagnss. 

Denver,  Colo*,  Aug.  im^ 


CShaftbr  20 

Old  Impossibilities  Are  New  Whetetones  Which  Spell  Success 


The  conclusion  that  can  be  drawn  from  the  foregoing 
treatise  would  seem  to  be  as  follows: 

1 —  "Everything  that  Betirs  Semblance  of  Privilege 
must  be  Abolished."— Personally  delivered  to  Congress, 
Wash&kgton,  D,  C,  April  8,  1913;  Woodrow  Wilson. 
President  of  the  United  States.  Taxation  on  the  basis 
of  Utility  fixes  the  ability  definitely  and  honestly  in  all 
cases  to  AboKth  AH  Tax  Privilege. 

There  are  so  many  assertions  of  Fact  which  are  not 
Fact  by  various  schemes,  plans  and  so-called  mathe- 
matical systems  of  aseertMning  Relative  Value  and  Uni- 
form Value,  that  we  can  accept  none  which  are  not  sus- 
ceptible of  demonstration  and  proof  of  accuracy.  Expose 
a  lie  and  It  tails  a  coward  at  yoor  feet 

2—  <k)lIectiBS  revenue  under  the  general  property  tax 
has  been  unf^r  or  a  failure  owing  to  i  he  lack  of  a  stand- 
ard unit  or  fair  mode  of  ascertaining  value.  The  How, 
the  Way,  the  Method,  has  been  waived  aside  as  if  It 
were  unimportant,  when  in  fact  It  Is  the  all-important 
dement  In  ascortidnlnir  relatlye  value. 

3 —  The  present  prevailing  method  of  ascertaining  all 
value  by  assessors  everywhere  is  based  on  mere  opinion 
or  the  s&ealled  commwUtv  opinion  or  judgment  of  value 
which  is  nothing  but  a  guess.  Guessing  at  value  tor  all 
assessment  and  taxation  must  stop,  it  Is  too  unfair,  it 
Is  too'  unjust,  it  is  too  uncertain,  it  is  too  vacillatin?;. 
it  is  too  silly  and  ridiculous  for  serious  thought;  it  has 
nothing  to  commend  it,  but  it  has  everything  to  oon* 

demn  it.  , 

4—  DISCRIMINATION— UNDER  AND  OVER  VALU- 
ATION. A  unit  is  an  abstract  quantity,  represented  by 
a  certain  standard,  and  more  or  less  perfectly  by  copies 
of  the  standard.  A  unit  of  mass  is  the  matter  of  a 
standard  of  mass,  or  a  multiple  of  that.  What,  then,  is 
the  remedy  for  these  ills?  We  do  not  pretend  to  submit 
a  plan  which  will  correct  them  all.  We  can  only  give 
the  fundamwatals  and- outline.  If  we  proceed  upon  right 
principles  the  details,  subdivisions,  classifications,  etc., 
are  a  matter  of  easy,  if  not  self-adjustment.  Commence 
with  a  nnlt  of  uniform  Intrinsic  value  or  gold  standard- 
ized as  a  basis  to  start  from,  to  ascertain  all  value  ap- 
plying to  all  kinds  of  taxable  property,  as  tabulated, 
dimoastrated  and  proven  by  the  Utility  System  of  Tax- 
aiHon;  then  discrimination  would  be  reduced  to  a  mini- 
mum— what  Inequalities  remaining  can  perhaps  be  cor- 
rected by  broadening  the  basis  proportionately  so  as  to 
have  the  levy  fit  all  kinds  of  taxable  property  alike,  but 
all  must  stand  on  tbe  same  standardised  basts  of  net 
yield  as  ascertained  by  the  administration  from  the  en- 
forced Gross  Returns  under  a  double  sworn  oath  from 
the  nsers  and  all  omtraetaal  parties  by  definitely  fixed 
uniform  principles  and  nile«»  dealing  Jnstloe  according 
to  value  to  all  alike.  ^  .  ^   ^  ^ 

5—  ^The  Net  Earning  Power,  Yield,  Intrinsic  Value. 
Utility  or  Gold  is  a  basis  of  comparison  whereby  one 
might  arrtra  at  the  proper  relative  burden  of  all  classes 
of  property  for  assessment  and  taxation.  We  all  agree 
on  the  fundamental  idea  of  equaUty,  but  in  order  to 
OTOduce  this  equality,  or  fair  share  of  tbe  burden  of 
taxation,  it  Is  imperative  that  the  ha-sis  or  standard  be 
practically,  or  as  near  as  may  be,  the  same  for  ascer- 
taining the  value  of  all  kinds  and  classes  of  taxable 
property.  This  seems  to  l)e  the  only  way  to  have  a 
relatively  fair  distribution  of  the  tax  burden  or  Relative 
Value  To  All  Alike.  When  one  changes  the  unit  or 
basis  it  must  be  changed  for  all  classes  of  property. 
The  use  of  two  or  more  units,  standards  or  bases  will 


not  admit  of  fair  comparison,  and  of  course  cannot  pro- 
duce Relative  Value  «r  a  fair.  Just  distribution  of  the 

tax  burden. 

6— 9%e  UHHty  Ploa  of  Tmtion  possesses  this  distinct 
advantage  over  any  and  all  other  known  plans  in  exist- 
ence: it  demands  a  definite,  known  uniform  amount  in 
each  Taluatltm;  all  other  plans  are  imsed  on  a  mere 
guess,  from  conflicting  opinions,  and  possess  an '  un- 
known, indefinite  amount  in  each  valuation.  Hence, 
we  believe  it  is  a  positive  fact,  that  the  plan  of  Utility 
is  the  only  known  plan  which  can  and  does  in  each 
instance,  without  error,  producing  Relative  or  Uniform 
Value. 

7_Reiative  or  Uniform  Value  being  an  impenUive 
statutory  requirement,  all  plans  which  do  not  and  can 
not  even  approach,  much  less  produce,  or  to  ronform  to 
this  universal  statutory  requirement,  have  no  moral  or 
legal  right  to  be  used  in  the  valning  of  any  kind  or  class 
of  property  for  assessment  and  taxation.  It  apitears  In 
Utility  Taxation  we  have  a  strletly  scientific  plan  whi(di 
will  favor  none  and  barm  none.  It  will  and  can  only 
be  just  to  all  alike. 

^ — Why  have  two.  three  or  more  tax  gatherers  in  one 
district?  Why  not  have  one  tax  gatherer  systematically 
collect  the  total  amount  for  school,  town,  city,  county, 
state  and  federal  revenue  by  apportioning  to  each  its 
proper  per  centum  in  each  district?  Thereby  saving 
the  present  waste,  by  dutficate  collectors,  etc..  as  well 
as  much  waste  of  energy  and  valuable  time  for  each 
taxpayer? 

9—  — It  appears  the  modern,  up-to-date  .«tyle  of  eco- 
nomics and  taxation  deniand  a  few  lines  of  plain  statu- 
tory direction  for  all  original  assessments,  a  few  tables 
of  scientifically  proven  figures,  rules  and  principles  of 
the  demonstrated,  standardized  unit,  which  will  guar- 
antee efficient,  eeonomlc,  just  results  to  all  alike.  A 
careful,  efficient,  non-political  budget  maker  is  almost 
beyond  price  to  any  city  or  State,  as  is  or  may  clearly 
be  proven  by  inestimable  annual  waste  of  faderal  or 
"congressional  pork." 

10 —  It  appears  there  is  no  particular  credit  due  to  any 
administration  or  government  to  have  a  balance  In  its 
treasury,  with  a  discriminatory,  arbitrary,  autocratic 
type  of  authority  at  the  head  of  its  tax  gathering  de- 
partment. 

11 —  ^It  appears  the  sooner  we  squeeze  politics  out.  the 
sooner  may  we  get  down  to  business,  commauti  and 
demand  the  adoption  of  a  plan,  system  and  rules  which 
will  give  all  industry,  all  interests  and  each  individual 
whether  a  large  or  a  small  taxpayer,  a  just,  comparable, 
relative,  original  valuation  of  each  piece  of  property 
subject  to  assessment  and  taxation  in  America. 

12— The  Utility  System  of  Taxation  is  founded  upon 
principle,  which,  we  think,  assures  its  permanency:  it 
is  a  demonstrable  understanding  of  fact,  proving  rela- 
tive and  uniform  value.  7fo  system  of  taxation  can  pro- 
duce over  valuation  and  unrler-valuation  and  be  uniform. 
Uniforin  value  will  not  admit  of  both  over  and  under 
valuation  at  the  same  time.  Either  one  implies  the 
other,  which  prevents  uniformity.  Over-valuation  means 
confiscation.  Under-valuation  means  escape  payment 
or  a  common  tax  dodger. 

13 —  Opinion,  or  judgment  of  value,  is  a  mere  guess; 
what  a  given  piece  of  property  will  sell  for  in  the  open 
market  is  another  vacillating  guess,  but,  wlieu  you  hon- 
estly and  fairly  capitalize  its  income,  its  every-day  an- 
nual earning  power,  then  and  thOL  only  will  you  fSt 


its  true  and  correct  value;  this  is  the  UtiHtif  8u8t&si  or 
positive  knotoledg€t  a  fact,  a  truth  and  no  guess. 

14 —  The  system  of  ascertaining  all  values  Imsed  upon 
ntilltr  Is  unique;  it  stands-  alone;  it  is  in  no  way  asso- 
ciated or  connected  with  the  "single  tax"  idea:  it  is 
nearer  related  and  closely  associated  with  the  general 
income  ias  idea.  We  claim  for  the  Utility  System,  it  la 
a  big  improveomt  and  far  above  the  general  income 
tax  system,  especiaUy  in  stopping  the  great  or  immense 
iMJbt  of  aile  or  oO  lot  and  'hma  wOtie* 

15 —  It  la  said.  The  Utility  ByBtein  of  Taxation  is  per- 
haps the  moat  nearly  perfect  that  has  ever  been  devised ; 
like  the  metric  system  of  standards  for  all  weights 
and  measures.  Should  it  not  be  made  a  universal  sys- 
tem? Its  content,  spirit  and  aim  will  be  realistic  and 
gennine^  not  formal.  Is  there  not  a  greater  demand  for 
an  Equitable  Uniform  Adjustment  of  the  Bur4en  of 
Oovemment  than  Ever  Before? 

16— By  the  intelligent  use  of  The  Utility  System  of 

Taxation,  as  earnings  increase  or  decrease  from  year 
to  year  the  taxes  automatically  increase  or  decrease- 
from  year  to  year,  thereby  having  the  elasticity  of  keep- 
ing exact  step  and  time  with  the  general  development, 
progress  and  growth  of  all  classes  and  kinds  of  prop- 
erty, thereby  doing  substantial  equity  to  all  undtw  all 
conditions  and  circumstances.  This  is  a  question  of 
Administration  and  Revenue^  a  business  proposition  pure 
and  simple,  to  make  the  burden  of  taxation  rest  eonally, 
according  to  real  value,  on  all  alike. 

17 —  ^The  clearness,  the  tabulation,  the  nnanswerable 
demonstration  of  the  tmth  by  the  flgnres  and  eondu- 
slons  arrived  at  in  The  Utility  System  of  Taxation,  we 
believe,  have  never  failed  to  convince  any  fair-minded, 
duly  Qoaltfied  person  of  the  tenabillty,  the  suscepti- 
bility and  the  absolute  fairness  of  the  plan  of  Utility. 

18— Webster's  Dictionary  says:  "Opinion  is  sentiment, 
notion,  persuarion,  idea,  view;  it  is  b^ief  stronger  than 
Impression  but  less  strong  than  Positive  Knowledge." 
Value  by  oar  plan  of  MUUty  justly  equalized  can  he  had 
nnder  oofh  from  botH  the  tenant  ana  landlord  or  con- 
tractual party  and  is  a  double  source  of  Positive  Knowl- 
edge or  Truth.  Besides,  it  is  the  highest  and  best  evi- 
dence obtainable  of  real  wAue  under  any  and  all  cir- 
cumstances, regaraieaa  of  nae,  kind,  aize,  shape  or  lo- 
cation. 

wmssesn  conolvbiovb 

19 —  That  we  have  clearly  ownpletely  dethroned  and 
proven  that  mere  opMon,  ju^ment  or  the  so-called 
comannMty  opinion  is  nntoiable  as  a  basis  to  ascertain 
value  for  assessment  and  taxation  or  for  any  other  just, 
accurate  and  dependable  purpose. 

20 —  That  our  crystalUxed  explanation  and  definition 
ef  value  is  perhaps  the  clearest  and  most  conclusive 
known.  See  pages  33  and  34,  The  Plan  of  UtiUty  va. 


The  Somers  SyBtem  at  Taxatlen,  1»16,  by  Ni^eleon 

Wagner. 

21 —  ^That  we  have  clearly  proven,  according  to  the 
rales  of  the  late  Hon.  Thomas  M.  Oooley,  both  by  dem- 
onstration and  tabulation,  the  proper  and  conclusive 
solution  of  the  long-standing  moot  problem  of  Relative 
Value.  See  page  43,  The  Plan  of  UtUity  as  per  above. 

22 —  ^That  the  rules  and  principles  set  forth,  properly 
applied  to  all  existing  facts  and  conditions  clearly  prove 
The  UtiUty  S}stem  of  Taxation  to  be  property  and 
justly  based,  of  perhaps  fabulous  or  inestimable  and 
indisputable  value  to  all  humanity,  perhaps  nearer  per- 
fection than  any  known  plan— Eliminating  guess  work, 
ambiguity  and  all  arbitrary  or  political  valuation. 

23 —  That  the  same  rules  and  principles  properly  ap- 
plied will  admit  of  the  standardization  of  all  talue  in 
every  industry,  trade  or  profession,  no  matter  how  tech- 
nical or  complicated;  some  trades  and  forms  of  industry 
liaire  already  adopted  oar  ideas  of  definitely  fixing  and 
standar^itog  TBlue  Air  the  oQBunorce  of  their  qpectal- 
ties. 

24 —  Any  safe  and  sane  federal,  state,  county  or  city 
tax  must  include  as  a  minimum  amount,  sufficient  reve- 
nue to  pay  all  interest  on  the  outstanding  debt  and 
enough  more  to  provide  for  the  final  amortisation  of  Its 
debt  at  the  rate  of  one  to  four  per  centum  per  annum 
if  possible.  This  will  always  maintain  its  high  credit 
Some  part  of  tke  principal  or  capitalisation  should  be 
discharged  each  year. 

25 —  Hence  we  now  ask  Congress  to  adopt  The  Utility 
Plan  of  Taxation  as  per  our  definition.  The  universal 
unit,  measure  and  standard  of  ascertaining  all  value 
for  all  purposes,  and  especially  for  all  assessments  and 
taxation.  Why  not  have  a  fixed  and  definite  standard 
for  measuring  all  values,  as  well  as  yardsticks,  weights 
and  measures  for  all  cosunodities?  Are  dry  goods,  ap- 
ples and  potatoes,  meats  and  cereals  of  more  importance 
than  the  medium  of  exchange,  or  money  it  takes  to 
buy  them?  Why  may  not  the  value  of  real  estate  be 
reduced  to  a  nniversal  common  denominator  for  sim- 
plicity and  convenience  in  all  marts  for  barter,  sale  or 
exchsmge?  If  this  is  true  with  respect  to  the  value  of 
one  commodity,  it  is  eanally  applicable,  true  and  correct 
with  respect  to  the  valoe  ef  all  eranmodittofl  and  kinds 
of  property. 

26 —  ^"We  have  spoken  now,  surely  in  terms  too  con- 
crete to  admit  of  any  further  doubt  or  question.  An 
evident  principle  runs  through  the  whole  program  I 
have  outlined.  It  is  the  pHneiple  of  justice  to  all  (indi- 
viduals) peoplf  and  nationalities  and  their  right  to  live 
on  equal  terms  of  liberty  and  safety  with  one  another 
whether  they  be  strong  or  weak."— Personally  delivered 
to  Congress,  Washington,  D,  C,  June  8,  1918,  by  WpOd* 
row  Wilson,  President  of  the  United  States. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 


n„r  noflition  18  sound  convincing  and  unansweraljle,  conveying  a  reaUy  great  message  of  manyindis- 
throughont  the  world. 

VoT  about  ten  years  we  have  distributed  Taxation  Nos.  1  and  2  throughout  this  and  f 
if  %«.7  t^introdnce  it  civinK  lar-ely  of  our  tirae  and  means  to  do  so.    Prom  now  on  Taxation 

postage  and  -tribut.  someth^g  SThSSuy 

MtionaUy  recognized  and  offioiaUy  standardized  for  universal  use. 

gomg  to  ^^J^^^^.p^^^^  *^r^he  Clot  on  the  Braiia  of  the  Body  Politic/'  Mr.  Harvey  may  or 

31-page  pamphlet,    Common  oense,     J-""^  y  ,,rr^y.^  r>^   Pditic    but  he  seems  to  have  offered 

remedy  PJ^Pe^y  a^J^^^^^'^L^^, T^^^^  law  of  "three  generations  from  shirtsleeves 

proper  graduated  mcome  tax  to  gradxuited  inheritance  and  luxury  t«  to 

brel^up^S  iX^X^^^bntion'to  Lh^tion  through  the  probate  court. 
Fourth  Edition.   Address  Uie  Publisher.  Dr.  Napoleon  Wagner,  1101  Bmer-on  St.  Denver.  Cotowdo. 
for  copies  of  the  above  pamphlets  at  the  foUowing  prices,  viz. : 

Taxation  No.  1,  Single  Copy,  $  .25,  portage  induded. 
Taxation  No.  2,  Single  Copy,  .50,  postage  included. 
Taxation  No.  3,  Singje  C!opy,  1.50,  portage  included. 

TO  newspaper,  r^'^'^-^^^  ^^ir^  cIL^do^T^^  w£t  t.^^r^Si^  eSn'^ 
^  Tl^d  sTroSy  wi?'5'bound  In  onTvolume,  and  known  as  "Practical  National 

&oS/' "andliec'it.  high  .^^t  of  paper  cover,  pnnting  etc.,  will  be  sold  for  much 

iSS  Sy.  perhaps  $4.00  and  $5.00  per  volume,  owing  to  the  rtyle  of  binding. 

In  order  to  wider  and  more  speedily  distriBiite  this  message  of  real  value  data  to  tte  masKS, 

I      This  will  enable  them  to  always  have  at  hand  a  ^^.^^'^^l^^^^^Z         a  dSe 
ibers  of  recentiy  reclaimed  men  and  women      cmmsnng  for  a  mort  worthy  eau«.  «^^ydomg  a^ouDie 
good  until  they  fully  find  themselves  and  can  do  better. 
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.  You  Cannot  Kill  a  Truth  *» 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


Onr  nositiou  is  souud  couviiicing  and  unanswerable,  conveying  a  really  great  message  of  many  ind^- 
*  Ki   ff.T«  «nH  t™Xnot  o^^^  Natio.ml  Economics,  but  Relative  Value  Taxation,  Govern- 

puteble  facte  and  tra^  no^^^  ,  references  being  correct.  We  are  deeply  sen- 

throughout  the  world.  ^ 
nationaUy  recognized  and  officially  standardize, I  for  universal  use. 

2,  \iz..     Jne  prouum  uj  ^'"-'^  ,  ,  Thomas  M.  CocOey,  hence  we  cheerfully  challenge 

proper  graduated  mc^me  to  to  inheritance  and  luxury  tax  to 

S:Sa;tel'f  S  IS^^  for'^ribuTi^Ao  Lch  generation  through  the  probate  court. 

Fourth  Edition.   Address  the  Publisher.  Dr.  Napoleon  Wagner,  1101  Emerson  St.,  Denver.  Colorado, 
for  copies  of  flie  above  pamphlets  at  the  foUowim?  prices,  viz. : 

Taxation  No.  1,  Single  Copy,  $  .25,  postage  included. 

Taxation  No.  2.  Single  Copy.     .50,  postage  included. 

Taxation  No.  3,  Single  Copy,   1.50,  postage  included. 

To  newsDapere  magaanes,  newsdealers  and  canvassers  will  be  given  one-third  off  tlie  re-tail  Priee  for 
lo  ^^^Vf^™'^^^^^ ^;„„  FOB  Denver,  Colorado.    Later,  when  the  present  edition  n 
Taxation  NoV  T^nd  sTroSy  wiU  be  bound  u'l  one  volume,  and.known  .8  'l^r^,^^ 
S^Jb^n^^W^^  ^^^R^  ^  Win  .  soid  for  m^ 

ThL  will  enable  them  to  always  have  at  hand  a  means  of  earning  an  honest  lunug  for  the  Pf^* 
bers^re^ftvSafmed  men  and^'women  ,y  ca^roa^in,  for  a  most  worthy  cause,  tl^ere^do^^a^lc 
good  until  they  fully  find  themselves  and  can  do  better. 
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